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Deschizator de drumuri: Profesorul lon Niculitd
si Colloquium-ul de vara de la Saharna

A trecut un an de cand nu mai este printre noi profesorul
Ion Niculitd, cel care a initiat Colloquium-ul de vara de
la Saharna, ajuns la cea de-a 11-a editie in 2022.

Ideea de a organiza un colocviu la Saharna a apdrut
n timpul cercetdrilor arheologice din anul 2011.
Intrunirea isi propunea drept scop familiarizarea
studentilor cu rezultatele activitatii noastre stiintifice
si, nu tn ultimul rand, de a implica tandra generatie
n cercetarea arheologica. Este un fapt cunoscut ca

la sdpaturile initiate si coordonate de profesorul

Ion Niculitd se desfasura si practica arheologica a
studentilor Facultdtii de Istorie de la Universitatea de
Stat din Moldova. Prin urmare, intentia profesorului,
de certd valoare practicd si simbolicd, urmadrea

e
ik

It has been a year now that Professor lon Niculitd, the
initiator of the Saharna Summer Colloquium that was held
for the 11 time in 2022, is not among us.

The idea to organize a colloquium in Saharna arose during
archaeological research in 2011. The purpose of this meeting
was to familiarize students with the results of our scientific
activities and, last but not least, to involve the younger
generation in archaeological research. It is known that during
the excavations initiated and coordinated by Professor lon
Niculitd, students of the Faculty of History of the Moldova
State University were also engaged in the archaeological
field-work. Therefore, the professor’s intention, of certain
practical and symbolic value, was aimed at strengthening
the connection between generations and the transmission of
cultural heritage. The first meeting took place at the end of
July 2011, and along with the professor’s team (Tudor Arndut,
Aurel Zanoci, Andrei Nicic, Sergiu Matveev, Andrei Corobcean,
Mihail Bdt), researchers Gheorghe Postica and Natalia
Mateevici partipated in the event. The idea of knowledge
transfer proved so good that the professor, inspired by the
results, found it opportune to organize annual sessions. It
was decided to choose a single topic for each meeting, as
well as to invite researchers from abroad.

Thus, since 2012, the meeting has received the official name
Saharna Summer Colloquium, and the first topic of discussion
was “Communities of the North-Western Black Sea region
of the Tt millennium BC: the clash of civilizations”. Among
the first guests from abroad were colleagues from Ukraine,



The Waymaker: Professor lon Niculitd
and Saharna Summer Colloquium

consolidarea verigii de legaturd dintre generatii si
transmiterea patrimoniului cultural. Prima intrunire
a avut loc la sfarsitul lunii iulie 2011, la care, aldturi
de echipa profesorului (Tudor Arnaut, Aurel Zanoci,
Andrei Nicic, Sergiu Matveev, Andrei Corobcean,
Mihail Bat), au participat si cercetdtorii Gheorghe
Postica si Natalia Mateevici. Ideea transferului de
cunostinte s-a dovedit atat de bung, incat profesorul,

Tatyana Samoilova and Nadya Gavrilyuk. The following year,
the researchers Valeriu Sirbu, Sebastian Matei and Sorin-
Cristian Ailincdi (Romania) joined the colloquium. Since
2014 the colleagues from Germany, archaeologists Daniel
Scherf and Maximilian Mewes were among the participants.
Thus, starting from 2014, the meetings in Saharna acquired
an international character, and they continued in this format
for the next years.



Deschizator de drumuri: Profesorul lon Niculita si Colloquium-ul de vara de la Saharna

entuziasmat de rezultate, considera oportun
organizarea unor sesiuni anuale, cu tematica distincta
a fiecarei tntalniri si cu participarea unor cercetatori
invitati de peste hotare.

Astfel, din 2012, intrunirea a cdpdtat denumirea
oficiala de Colloquium-ul de vard de la Saharna, avand
ca tema de discutie ,Comunitatile nord-vest pontice

din mileniul I a. Chr.: confruntari de civilizatii”. Printre

primii invitati de peste hotare au fost colegele din
Ucraina -Tatiana Samoilova si Nadia Gavriliuk. in
anul urmadtor, la lucrarile colocviului s-au alaturat
cercetatori din Romania - Valeriu Sirbu, Sebastian
Matei si Sorin-Cristian Ailincai, iar din 2014 - colegii
din Germania, printre invitati fiind arheologii Daniel
Scherf si Maximilian Mewes. Astfel, incepand cu anul
2014, intrunirile de la Saharna au capatat un caracter
international, format n care se vor perpetua si in anii
urmatori.

Printre temele discutate in cadrul Colloquium-ului

de vara de la Saharna mentiondm: ,Fortificatiile

din epoca fierului din spatiul tiso-nistrean” (2016),
,Cercetdri interdisciplinare in siturile de epoca fierului
n spatiul tiso-nistrean” (2017), ,Structuri arheologice
din asezdrile epocii fierului Tn spatiul tiso-nistrean”
(2018), ,Economie si mediu in spatiul tiso-nistrean in
epoca fierului” (2021) s.a.

De rand cu eforturile organizatorice, profesorul Ion
Niculita a participat, de fiecare datd, cu comunicari
bine documentate, de un real interes stiintific,
materializate ulterior prin publicatii tn volumele de
materiale ale colocviului.

Among the topics discussed at the Saharna Summer
Colloguium, we note: “Iron Age fortifications on the Tisa-
Dniestr space” (2016), “Interdisciplinary research in Iron Age
sites from the Tisa-Dniester area” (2017), “Archeological
structures from the Iron Age settlements in the Tisza-
Dniester region” (2018), “Economy and Environment in the
Tisza-Dniester region in the Iron Age ” (2021), etc.

Along with the organization of the colloquium, Professor
Niculita each time took part in it with well-documented
communications of great scientific interest, which were
subsequently published in colloquium proceedings.



Editia din 2022 a avut drept generic ,Descoperiri vechi
si abordari noi in arheologia epocii fierului din spatiul
tiso-nistrean” si a fost dedicata memoriei profesorului
Ion Niculitd. Prin comunicdrile, prezentate de
specialisti notorii din Romania, Germania si Republica
Moldova, au fost puse In valoare materialele de arhiva
si cele inedite, prin reluarea unor discutii istoriografice
si abordarea interdisciplinara a vechilor descoperiri.

Editorii

v

The Waymaker: Professor lon Niculitd and Saharna Summer Colloquium

The 2022 colloquium “Old discoveries and new approaches
to the Archeology of the Iron Age in the Tisza-Dniester
area” was dedicated to the memory of Professor lon
Niculitd. Presentations by well-known specialists from
Romania, Germany and the Republic of Moldova highlighted
archival and new materials, the resumption of some
historiographical discussions and an interdisciplinary
approach to old discoveries.

Editors
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12 Vestigii uitate. Despre unele descoperiri preistorice de la Ostrov—Piatra Frecatei (cetatea Beroe), jud. Tulcea

Cuvinte-cheie: Dunarea de Jos, Ostrov, Piatra Frecatei, perioada tarzie a epocii bronzului, prima epoca a fierului, cultura Noua,
cultura Babadag.

Rezumat: Situl de la Ostrov—Piatra Frecatei (jud. Tulcea) este cunoscut, mai ales, datorita cetatii Beroe si necropolelor romane,
romano-bizantine (sec. lI-VIl) si medievale timpurii (sec. X-XIl), cercetate si publicate de Aurelian Petre in anii ‘50-'70. Mult mai

putin cunoscute sunt vestigiile preistorice (cultura Hamangia, perioada timpurie a epocii bronzului, cultura Noua, cultura Babadag,
perioada tarzie a primei epoci a fierului, a doua epoca a fierului), mentionate doar sumar in literatura. Articolul nostru are ca scop
analiza analiza unor materiale descoperite atatin zona necropolelor, cat si a cetatii. Acestea pot fi atribuite culturilor Noua si
Babadag si provin atat din cercetarile mai vechi (1958-1976), cat si din sapaturile mai recente (1997-2002), ele ridicand problema unei
posibile contemporaneitati dintre cele doua manifestari culturale, cel putin, pe linia Dunarii.

Keywords: Lower Danube, Ostrov, Piatra Frecatei, Late Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, Noua culture, Babadag culture.

Abstract: The Ostrov—Piatra Frecatei site (Tulcea county) is known mainly because of the Beroe fortress and the Roman, Roman-
Byzantine (2"-7" century) and early medieval (10""-12"" century) necropolises researched and published by Aurelian Petre in the
'60s-'70s. The prehistoric remains (Hamangia culture, Early or Middle Bronze Age, Noua culture, Babadag culture, Late Hallstatt
Period, Second Iron Age) are less known and mentioned only briefly in the specialized literature. Our paper aims to analyze the
materials discovered both in the area of the necropolises and the fortress, which can be ascribed to the Noua and Babadag
cultures and resulted both from older surveys (1958-1976) and more recent excavations (1997-2002), raising the issue of possible
contemporaneity between the two cultural manifestations, at least along the Danube.

Introducere Introduction

Nu de fiecare data cercetarea arheologica este The archaeological research rarely has a balanced approach
echidistanta fata de valorificarea stiintifica a to the scientific exploitation of the finds. In many cases,
vestigiilor. In multe cazuri sunt preferate anumite there are clear preferences towards specific chronological
epoci, categorii de structuri, tipuri de artefacte etc. frameworks, categories of structures, or types of artefacts.
Existd situatii, din pdcate destul de frecvente, in Thus, there are instances, unfortunately quite frequently, in
care anumite descoperiri sunt pur si simplu ignorate which such finds are simply ignored, and then completely

si ulterior complet uitate. Unele dintre acestea au forgotten. Still, some of them have the chance of a second
parte Tnsd de o a doua descoperire, de aceasta datd in discovery... this time, in the storage rooms.

depozit.



Forgotten finds. On some prehistoric discoveries at Ostrov—Piatra Frecatei (ancient Beroe), Tulcea county

in depozitul Muzeului de Istorie si Arheologie din
Tulcea se pdstreaza materialele arheologice provenite
de pe urma cercetarilor efectuate in situl cunoscut

n literaturd sub numele de Piatra Frecdtei. in fapt,
denumirea provine de la toponimul Piatra, sub

care erau cunoscute ruinele cetdtii antice Beroe, si
localitatea Frecatei, situatd tn Insula Mare a Brdilei.
Situl propriu-zis se afld tnsa in judetul Tulcea, pe
teritoriul comunei Ostrov, la 2,5 km S-SV de localitate,
pe malul Dunadrii (bratul Mdacin sau Bdroi).

Desi Tn centrul atentiei a fost initial Cetatea Beroe,
cunoscuta inca din sec. XIX (Moisil 1911; Polonic 1935;
Comsa 1959), cercetdrile arheologice s-au concentrat
mai ales pe necropolele din apropiere. Astfel, intre
1958-1976, pe cateva platouri de loess de pe malul
Dundrii au fost cercetate 1139 morminte datate in
sec. [I-VII si X-XII p. Chr. (Petre 1962; Petre 1987;
Miritoiu 2011). Sapdturile din cetate au fost mult

mai restranse, acestea desfasurandu-se in campaniile
1970-1973 (Vilceanu, Barnea 1975) si 1998-2002
(Barnea et al. 2000; Barnea et al. 2001; Barnea et al.
2002; Barnea et al. 2003; Paraschiv-Talmatchi, Stanica
2007).

Cu diverse ocazii si doar sporadic sunt mentionate si o
serie de descoperiri preistorice, atribuite neoliticului,
epocii bronzului si epocii fierului, care, din pacate, au
ramas in mare parte necunoscute (Hansel 1976; Simion
1976, 144; Berciu 1965, 65-66).

The collections of the Museum of History and Archaeology
Tulcea preserve archaeological material found during

the excavations conducted on the site known in the
archaeological literature under the name of Piatra Frecdtei.
The name is based on the toponym Piatra, which was used
for the ruins of ancient Beroe, and the village Frecatei, on
the island called Insula Mare a Brailei. Despite this, the

site is in fact on the territory of the present day county of
Tulcea, at a distance of 2.5 km SSW from Ostrov village, on
the shore of the Danube river (Macin or Baroi creek).

Although the spotlight was initially placed on the city

of Beroe, already known during the 19* century (Moisil
1911; Polonic 1935; Comsa 1959), the archaeological
research focused mainly on the nearby necropolises. Thus,
between 1958 and 1976, 1139 graves dated to the 2" - 7t
centuries and 10" - 12 centuries AD were uncovered on
several loess plateaus on the Danube shore (Petre 1962;
Petre 1987; Miritoiu 2011). The excavations conducted
inside the ancient city were comparatively reduced, with
archaeological campaigns between 1970 and 1973
(Vilceanu, Barnea 1975) and between 1998 and 2002
(Barnea et al. 2000; Barnea et al. 2007; Barnea et al. 2002;
Barnea et al. 2003; Paraschiv-Talmatchi, Stanicd 2007).

In several occasions, sporadically, a series of prehistoric
finds, belonging to the Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age,
were mentioned, but unfortunately, these were mainly left
aside (Hansel 1976; Simion 1976, 144; Berciu 1965, 65-66).

13
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Fig. 1. Planul cercetarilor arheologice de la Ostrov-Piatra
Frecdtei (Petre 1987).

Fig. 1. The plan of the archaeological excavations from Ostrov—
Piatra Frecdtei (Petre 1987).

JPiatra Frecatei”. Despre vestigiile de la sfarsitul
mileniului Il - inceputul mileniului | a. Chr.

Descoperirea la Piatra Frecdtei a unor vestigii atribuite
culturii Babadag este mentionatd de Sebastian Morintz
Tnca din 1964, citand o informatie oferita de Aurelian
Petre (Morintz 1964, 108, n. 9). Mai multe date despre
aceste descoperiri sunt publicate de Dumitru Berciu,

“Piatra Frecatei”. The finds dated to the end of the 2™
millennium - the beginning of the 15 millennium BC

The fact that archaeological materials belonging to

the Babadag culture were found at Piatra Frecdtei is
mentioned by Sebastian Morintz as early as 1964, citing
an information offered by Aurelian Petre (Morintz 1964,
108, n. 9). More information on these finds is published

by Dumitru Berciu, who considered that “the shards
belonging to vessels with two handles arching higher than
the rim and decoration consisting of incised lines” are
similar to the cups found in the graves from Ramnicelu,
Braila county, belonging to the Noua culture (Berciu

1965, 67-68). More than ten years later, Bernhard Hansel
was mentioning the existence in this area of a Babadag
habitation “unpublished so far”, illustrating several pottery
shards decorated with incised and stamped motifs (Hansel
1976, 124, Taf. 46/7-17).

In an attempt of enriching the present knowledge about
the prehistoric settlements from Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei,
the collections of the Museum of History and Archaeology
Tulcea were searched in order to determine if there are
still old finds unpublished. There were identified grave
goods from the excavated tombs and a large number of
finds (especially pottery) belonging to various chronological
frameworks, but mainly dated to the 4% - 6% centuries AD,
but also a number of pottery shards characteristic both

for the Noua-Coslogeni cultural horizon, and the Babadag
ceramic style. Until now, only a part of the shards published
by Bernhard Hansel could be identified, situation indicating
that the batch is still incomplete.
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Fig. 2. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Vedere aeriand asupra siturilor.
Fig. 2. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Aerial view of the archaeological sites.

care considera ca ,fragmentele de vase cu doud toarte Recent archaeological research, conducted starting with
suprainaltate si cu decoratie constand din linii incizate” 1999 inside the city, brought to light a series of pits
sunt asemandtoare cu cestile din mormintele de la containing pottery characteristic for the end of the 2™
Ramniceluy, jud. Brdila, atribuite culturii Noua (Berciu millennium and the beginning of the 1< millennium BC,
1965, 67-68). Dupa un rdstimp de peste zece ani, documented by loan Vasiliu on the western limit of the
Bernhard Hansel mentiona existenta aici a unei locuiri “Piatra” promontory. These finds help in completing the
cu ceramicd Babadag ,nepublicatd anterior” si ilustreaza image of the prehistoric inhabitation of this area.

cateva fragmente ceramice decorate cu motive incizate
si imprimate (Hansel 1976, 124, Taf. 46/7-17).
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Fig. 3. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Vedere aeriand asupra siturilor.
Fig. 3. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Aerial view of the archaeological sites.

Din dorinta noastrd de a valorifica cat mai multe
informatii despre locuirile preistorice de la Ostrov-
Piatra Frecdtei, am verificat colectiile aflate Tn
Muzeul de Istorie si Arheologie din Tulcea. Aici sunt
pdstrate atat obiectele descoperite iTn morminte,

cat si o cantitate Insemnata de materiale (mai

ales ceramicd) din diverse epoci istorice, in special

Contexts

Unfortunately, there is very little information regarding
the habitation structures. The available data indicate that
the excavation was split into five sectors, named from A
to E, each of them corresponding to a promontory. The
trenchs were of standard dimensions, 2x16 m, with baulks
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Fig. 4. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Vedere aeriand asupra siturilor.
Fig. 4. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Aerial view of the archaeological sites.

din sec. IV-VI p. Chr. Pe langd acestea, am putut
identifica si o serie de fragmente ceramice ce pot

fi considerate specifice atdt orizontului Noua-
Coslogeni, cat si stilului Babadag. Aici am regdsit
doar o parte din fragmentele publicate de Bernhard
Hénsel, fapt ce indica posibilitatea ca lotul sa fie
incomplet.

1 m wide (fig. 1-2). The excavations covered a surface of
approximately 7000 square meters, reaching depths of 2.0-
3.5 m (Petre 1962, 566; Petre 1987, 7).

The only details concerning the finds excavated during the
research conducted by Aurelian Petre are to be found on
the packages containing the items. Unfortunately, none of
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Pe langad acestea, odatd cu reluarea cercetarilor in
cetate, in anul 1999 au fost descoperite o serie de gropi
care contineau ceramicd specifica pentru sfarsitul
mileniului I - inceputul mileniului I a. Chr. Acestea au
fost documentate de Ioan Vasiliu pe marginea vesticd a
promontoriului ,Piatra”.

Contexte

Din pacate, avem foarte putine elemente despre
eventualele structuri de locuire. Din datele publicate
reiese cd sapdtura a fost Tmpartitd in cinci sectoare,
notate de la A la E, fiecare corespunzand unui
promontoriu. Sectiunile au avut dimensiuni standard,
de 2x16 m, fiind despartite de martori cu grosimea de
1 m (fig. 1-2). Sapaturile au cuprins o suprafatd de cca
7000 mp, ajungand pand la adancimi de 2,00-3,50 m
(Petre 1962, 566; Petre 1987, 7).

Singurele informatii privitoare la lotul de materiale
provenit din cercetdrile coordonate de Aurelian

Petre provin de pe marcajul pastrat pe ambalaj. Din
pdcate, In niciuna din publicatii nu gdsim mentiuni
referitoare la sistemul de numerotare a sectiunilor,
fiind imposibil sa cartam fragmentele ceramice. Totusi,
pe baza datelor pdstrate, putem presupune cd cea mai
mare parte a lotului provine din Sectorul C (pl. 1-6), in
vreme ce o altd parte a materialului a fost descoperit
n campaniile 1998-1999, atdt in contexte secundare,
de epocd romana (pl. 6/18-23; 8/18-23), cdt si in gropi
preistorice (pl. 7; 8/1-15).

the publications offer mentions regarding the numbering
of the sections, thus, being impossible to place the finds

on the plan. Still, based on the available information, it can
be presumed that the majority of the finds are connected
to Sector C (pl. 1-6), while another part of the items was
found during the 1998-1999 campaigns, both in secondary
contexts, dated to the Roman period (pl. 6/18-23; 8/18-23),
and in prehistoric pits (pl. 7; 8/1-15).

Although in the case of the pottery found in Sector C there
are a series of shared markings for a part of the shards

(pl. 1-6), there is no certainty that they belonged to the
same structures. Most probably, the majority of the pottery
comes from secondary contexts, being displaced during the
construction of the Roman graves.

Archaeological finds

In comparison to the seven ceramic shards published by
Bernhard Hansel, the authors managed to record 176 items,
most of them ceramic shards (174), to which there can be
added a polisher (pl. 4/5) and a spindle-whorl (pl. 4/25).
From the beginning, it was noticed that the most part of
the pottery can be considered as typical for the Babadag
culture, although there are also several vessels made in the
style of the Noua-Coslogeni pottery, while other fragments
are impossible to be attributed to one or the other of these
cultures.
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Desi pentru ceramica descoperita in Sectorul C
existd o serie de marcaje comune pentru o serie

de fragmente ceramice (pl. 1-6), nu putem fi siguri
ca acestea provin din aceleasi structuri. Cel mai
probabil, putem presupune ca cea mai mare parte
a ceramicii provine din contexte secundare, fiind
deranjate odatd cu amenajarea mormintelor antice.

Materialul arheologic

Fatd de cele sapte fragmente ceramice publicate de
Bernhard Hansel, am reusit sa tnregistram 176 de
piese, cele mai multe fiind fragmente ceramice (174),
la care se adauga un frecator (pl. 4/5) si o fusaiola

(pl. 4/25). Inca de la inceput am observat ci cea mai
mare parte a ceramicii poate fi considerata specifica
pentru cultura Babadag, dar exista si o serie de vase
realizate in manierd Noua-Coslogeni, in vreme ce alte
fragmente sunt foarte greu de atribuit uneia din cele
doua civilizatii.

Ceramica specifica pentru culturile Sabatinovka-
Noua-Coslogeni

Poate cele mai reprezentative recipiente pentru

aceste culturi sunt ,vasele de bucatarie” cu deschidere
restrictionatd si forma dependenta sau independenta
(si, mai rar, cu deschidere nerestrictionata - pl. 2/2),
modelate din pastd cu aditivi non-plastici cu granulatie
destul de mare. Acestea au In partea superioara un
brau fara alveole, cu profil triunghiular (pl. 2/5; 3/6;
4/7; 5/26; 6/20, 22; 7/4, 11-12, 14; 8/1, 15) sau doud
astfel de benzi dispuse paralel (pl. 7/1). Un alt fragment

The pottery characteristic for the Sabatinovka-
Noua-Coslogeni cultures

Maybe the most representative containers for these
cultures are the “kitchenware” with restricted opening and
dependent or independent shape (rarely with unrestricted
opening - pl. 2/2), made of clay with non-plastic additives
and large granulation. These present in the upper part a
relief band without oval impressions, triangular in profile
(pl. 2/5; 3/6; 4/7; 5/26; 6/20, 22; 7/4,11-12, 14; 8/1, 15)
or two parallel bands (pl. 7/1). Another fragment indicates
the presence of a container, probably with independent
shape, with curved contour and a series of oval impressions
on its shoulder (pl. 5/12). Such containers, of various
sizes, are abundant in all the habitations belonging to the
Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni cultures (Florescu, Florescu
1990, fig. 22/1-4, 6-8; Florescu 1991, fig. 10/2, 4, 7; 11/3-
9; 12/5-8; Andritoiu 1992, fig. 52, 55, 57; Bolohan 2016,
pl. 9/1-5; 10-12; 14; 26 etc.).

Although less frequent, to the same cultural horizon
belong a series of vessels with restricted opening and
independent shape (pl. 7/8) or dependent shape (pl. 1/15;
3/18). These have a flat aspect and large mouth, similar
to bowls, and one of the items have two small handles

in the upper area (pl. 1/15). Such containers are neither
specific to the Babadag culture, nor frequently published
for sites belonging to the Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni
cultures (Dascalu 2007, pl. 52/364.3-6; Bolohan 2016,
pl. 22/Q).
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14 ™ 15 ; 16

Fig. 5. Ostrov-Piatra Frecatei. Recipiente specifice culturilor Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni.
Fig. 5. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Containers specific for the Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni cultures.

indica un recipient probabil de forma independenta,
cu contur curbat, care avea un sir de alveole pe umar
(pl. 5/12). Aceste recipiente, de dimensiuni diferite,
sunt prezente din abundenta in toate locuirile
orizontului Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni (Florescu,
Florescu 1990, fig. 22/1-4, 6-8; Florescu 1991, fig. 10/2,
4,7;11/3-9; 12/5-8; Andritoiu 1992, fig. 52, 55, 57;
Bolohan 2016, pl. 9/1-5; 10-12; 14; 26 s.a.).

Desi sunt mai putin frecvente, tot aceluiasi orizont

1i putem atribui si o serie de vase cu deschidere
restrictionata si formd independenta (pl. 7/8) sau
dependenta (pl. 1/15; 3/18). Acestea au un aspect plat si

The pottery characteristic for the Babadag culture

For the analysis of the ceramic shards attributed to the
Babadag culture, there will be used the existing typology
for shapes and decoration decoration bands (Ailincai 2011).

Types of containers

Categories A and B - bi-truncated vessels and mugs. A

large number of ceramic shards (63) can be attributed to
these categories, characterised by the independent shape
(curved contour, composed or complex) or dependent shape
(with composed contour), good quality clay and polished



Forgotten finds. On some prehistoric discoveries at Ostrov—Piatra Frecatei (ancient Beroe), Tulcea county

deschiderea largd, asemandtoare unor castroane, iar unul
din exemplare prezintd doud toarte de mici dimensiuni
n zona superioara (pl. 1/15). Astfel de recipiente nu

sunt specifice oldriei Babadag si nu sunt nici frecvent
publicate din situri Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni
(Dascalu 2007, pl. 52/364.3-6; Bolohan 2016, pl. 22/C).

Ceramica specifica pentru cultura Babadag

In analiza lotului de fragmente ceramice, atribuit
culturii Babadag, vom urma schema tipologica
existentd pentru forme si benzi de decor (Ailincdi 2011).

Tipuri de recipiente

Categoriile A si B - vase bitronconice si cdani. Nu mai
putin de 63 de fragmente pot fi atribuite acestor
categorii, caracterizate prin forma independenta
(contur curbat, compus sau complex) sau dependenta
(cu contur compus), pasta de buna calitate si suprafata
lustruita (Ailincai 2011, 77-108). O buna parte din
fragmente provin din partea superioara (pl. 1/3, 20;
3/1;4/2,13, 22, 29; 5/22, 30, 32; 6/ 21; 7/5, 7-9, 13, 15;
8/2, 8-11, 20-22), indicand vase de dimensiuni diferite
(fig. 4/1-8). Alte fragmente provin din zona mediana

a unor astfel de vase si pastreaza benzi de decor si/
sau proeminente (pl. 1/1, 4-6, 18-19; 3/8, 10, 11, 17,
19; 4/11, 20-21, 23, 28; 5/1-4, 6, 9-10, 13, 14, 18, 19,
25, 28-29, 31, 33; 6/10; 8/4, 7-8), in vreme ce trei
fragmente de torti de mari dimensiuni pot proveni de
la cani (pl. 1/9; 3/4; 6/19).

Este aproape imposibil sd identificam un tip anume,
din cauza starii fragmentare a lotului. Sigur, avem

surface (Ailincai 2011, 77-108). A large part of the shards
belong to the upper part of the vessels (pl. 1/3, 20; 3/7;
4/2,13,22,29; 5/22, 30, 32;6/21; 7/5, 7-9, 13, 15; 8/2,
8-11, 20-22), indicating the presence of vessels of various
dimensions (fig. 4/1-8). Other fragments belong to the
median part of such vessels, still preserving decorative
friezes and/or prominences (pl. 1/1, 4-6, 18-19; 3/8, 10,
11,17,19;4/11, 20-21, 23, 28; 5/1-4, 6,9-10, 13, 14, 18,
19, 25, 28-29, 31, 33; 6/10; 8/4, 7-8). Three fragments of
large-sized handles indicate the probability that mugs were
also in use (pl. 1/9; 3/4; 6/19).

It is almost impossible to determine a specific type due to
the high degree of fragmentation of the items. It is certain
that there are containers of various sizes and proportions.
A shard of larger dimensions could belong to the median
part of a vessel of type A -11.2 or A -I1.3 (pl. 3/8 - Ailincai
2011, 82-84). Two other containers had a large mouth and
probably a globular body (pl. 5/30; 8/8).

An important part of the shards were decorated with
stamped and/or incised motifs, placed as bands of type |
(pl. 1/6; 5/9; 6/10; 8/8), I.A.2 (pl. 1/6; 5/9), ILA.4 (pl. 1/1;
3/8,19; 5/14, 25, 28), or VI (pl. 1/18; 3/10-11; 5/3, 19, 29)
(Ailincdi 2011, 145 sqq.) (Table 1). Several fragments still
preserve prominences of type | (pl. 1/1; 3/8; 6/17) and Il
(pl. 5/33; 8/7) (Ailincdi 2011, 74-75), as well as applied
bands of type I1.1 (pl. 1/18) (Ailincdi 2011, 76).

Category C - cups (fig. 4/9-13). This category is represented
by several body fragments (pl. 1/2, 7, 21; 3/2, 7; 4/1, 14,
15,27;5/4-5,8,15,17, 21; 6/1-5, 7-9, 15-16, 18; 8/2-3,
13-14,16-17) or handles (pl. 1/8, 22; 4/3,10, 16-17, 24).
Again, the high degree of fragmentation represents an
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de-a face cu recipiente de dimensiuni si proportii
diferite. Un fragment de dimensiuni mai mari poate
proveni din partea mediand a unui vas din tipul A -I1.2
sau A -IL.3 (pl. 3/8 — Ailincdi 2011, 82-84). Alte doua
recipiente aveau deschiderea larga si un corp, probabil,
globular (pl. 5/30; 8/8).

O buna parte dintre acestea erau decorate cu motive
imprimate si/sau incizate, dispuse sub forma unor benzi
de tip I (pl. 1/6; 5/9; 6/10; 8/8), IL.A.2 (pl. 1/6; 5/9), IL.A.4
(pl. 1/1; 3/8, 19; 5/14, 25, 28) sau VI (pl. 1/18; 3/10-11;
5/3, 19, 29) (Ailincdi 2011, 145 si urm.) (tabel 1). Cateva
fragmente pastreazd proeminente de tip I (pl. 1/1; 3/8;
6/17) si III (pl. 5/33; 8/7) (Ailincai 2011, 74-75), precum
si benzi aplicate de tip II.1 (pl. 1/18) (Ailincdi 2011, 76).

Categoria C - Cesti (fig. 4/9-13). Sunt reprezentate prin
mai multe fragmente din corp (pl. 1/2, 7, 21; 3/2, 7;
4/1, 14, 15, 27; 5/4-5, 8, 15, 17, 21; 6/1-5, 7-9, 15-16,
18; 8/2-3,13-14, 16-17) sau toarte (pl. 1/8, 22; 4/3, 10,
16-17, 24). Din cauza starii fragmentare, este foarte
greu sd identificdm anumite tipuri (Ailincai 2011,
108-127), totusi un exemplar cu profil intreg poate fi
atribuit tipului C-IV.1-1 (pl. 6/8 - Ailincai 2011, 116),
Tn vreme ce altele au proportiile caracteristice tipurilor
C,-IV2-1 (pl. 6/3 - Ailincdi 2011, 118-119) si C-1V.4-2
(pl. 6/1 - Ailincai 2011, 124). Un alt fragment (pl. 4/27)
indica o forma cu deschiderea nerestrictionatd,
asemadndtoare cu cestile din subcategoria C,-IV
(Ailincdi 2011, 126-127).

O buna parte din fragmentele atribuite acestei
categorii sunt decorate cu puncte, motive imprimate,
incizate sau canelate, dispuse in benzi de tip I (pl. 8/3,

impediment in determining types (Ailincdi 2011, 108-127).
Still, an item preserving its entire profile can be attributed
to type C,-IV.1-1 (pl. 6/8 - Ailincdi 2011, 116), while others
show proportions characteristic for types C-IV.2-1 (pl. 6/3 -
Ailincdi 2011, 118-119) si C,-Iv4-2 (pl. 6/1 - Ailincai 2011,
124). Another fragment (pl. 4/27) indicates the existence

of a shape with unrestricted opening, similar to the cups
belonging to subcategory C,-IV (Ailincai 2011, 126-127).

Many of these shards are decorated with dots, or stamped,
incised or channelled motifs disposed as bands. These
bands can be included in types | (pl. 8/3, 12), [LA.1 (pl. 5/15),
[LA2 (pl. 4/15), IL.A.4 (pl. 4/1; 6/4), I1.B.1 (pl. 1/2, 7; 4/14;
5/4;5/8,17,21;6/2-3,7,18),11.B.2 (pl. 6/6), lIl.A (pl. 1/16),
V (pl. 6/5), and VI (pl. 6/1). Several items display type |
prominences placed on the maximum diameter of the
vessel (pl. 5/15; 6/3, 8).

Category E - bowls (fig. 4/14-17) are represented by shards
belonging to 30 vessels of different sizes. Most of them
have the restricted opening characteristic for type E,
(Ailincai 2011, 129-131) (pl. 1/10-13, 23-24; 3/3,12, 14-15,
17;4/9,12, 26, 30; 5/7, 20, 24; 6/11-12, 23; 7/3; 8/5, 19,
24). The rest of them have unrestricted opening and can be
included in type E, (pl. 3/5, 9, 16; 8/6, 23). Only five items
have the rim decorated with oblique channels (band of type
LA - pl. 3/14,17; 6/12, 23; 8/5). One fragment preserves
a prominence of type |, perforated vertically (pl. 3/3).

Category F - kitchen vessels (fig. 4/18-22). This category of
pottery preserves the same characteristics during a long
time span, both morphologically, and technologically. The
existing shards indicate that they belonged to vessels with
restricted opening and dependent shape (subcategory
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Fig. 6. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Containers characteristic for the Babadag culture.

12), IL.A1 (pl. 5/15), IL.A.2 (pl. 4/15), I1.A.4 (pl. 4/1; 6/4),
ILB.1 (pl. 1/2, 7; 4/14; 5/4; 5/8, 17, 21; 6/2-3, 7, 18),
ILB.2 (pl. 6/6), IIL.A (pl. 1/16), V (pl. 6/5) si VI (pl. 6/1).
Cateva exemplare au proeminente de tip I, dispuse pe
diametrul maxim (pl. 5/15; 6/3, 8).

Categoria E - Strdchinile (fig. 4/14-17) - sunt
reprezentate prin fragmente de la 30 de exemplare de
dimensiuni diferite. Cele mai multe dintre acestea au
deschiderea restrictionatd, specificd Tipului E, (Ailincai

F,-pl.1/17;2/1, 6, 8; 5/16; 6/13) or independent shape
(subcategory F, - pl. 1/14; 2/4,7; 4/6, 8,19; 5/11, 23, 27,
7/2; 8/18). A specific element of these vessels is the band
with oval impressions applied usually on the upper part

of the container (pl. 2/1, 3-4, 6-8; 3/13; 4/8, 18-19; 5/16,
23; 6/13), sometimes in combination with prominences of
type Il (pl. 2/7).
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cgteg“ie ! Tehnici / Technique 1 ILA1 | 1LA2 | 1LA4 | 1LBa | 11B2 | 11A v VI ?
ategory

incizie / incision 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5

imprimare / stamping 0 0 2 6 0 0 0 0 4 12

A puncte / dots 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

caneluri / channels 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

incizie / incision 1 0 0 0 9 0 1 0 1 3

imprimare / stamping 0 0 1 2 2 1 0 1 0 0

‘ puncte / dots 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

caneluri / channels 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

incizie / incision 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

imprimare / stamping 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

£ puncte / dots 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

caneluri / channels 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 4 6 3 8 11 1 1 1 7 20

Tabelul 1. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Tipuri de decor aplicat pe ceramica Babadag.
Table 1. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Types of decoration applied on Babadag pottery.

2011, 129-131) (pl. 1/10-13, 23-24; 3/3, 12, 14-15,17;
4/9, 12, 26, 30; 5/7, 20, 24; 6/11-12, 23; 7/3; 8/5, 19,
24), In vreme ce restul au deschidere nerestrictionata
si pot fi Incadrate in tipul E, (pl. 3/5, 9, 16; 8/6, 23).
Dintre acestea, doar cinci exemplare au marginea
decorata cu caneluri oblice (banda de tip Tip ILA.1 -
pl. 3/14, 17; 6/12, 23; 8/5). Un fragment pastreazd o
proeminenta de tip I, perforatd pe verticald (pl. 3/3).

Category G - sieves. This category is represented by a

single vessel fragment, indicating a shape with restricted
opening, and probably independent contour (pl. 7/10). This
kind of sieve was not attested so far in other Babadag sites
(Ailincai 2011, 139).
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Categoria F - vase de bucdtdrie (fig. 4/18-22). Aceasta
categorie de ceramicad pastreaza aceleasi caracteristici
vreme indelungatd, atat din punct de vedere
morfologic, cat si din punct de vedere tehnologic. Din
fragmentele pdstrate reiese ca acestea faceau parte
din recipiente cu deschiderea restrictionatd, de forma
dependentd (subcategoria F, - pl. 1/17; 2/1, 6, 8; 5/16;
6/13) sau independenta (subcategoria F, - pl. 1/14; 2/4,
7, 4/6, 8,19; 5/11, 23, 27; 7/2; 8/18). Elemente specifice
acestor vase sunt benzile de lut cu alveole aplicate de
obicei n zona superioara (pl. 2/1, 3-4, 6-8; 3/13; 4/8,
18-19; 5/16, 23; 6/13), combinate in unele cazuri cu
proeminente de tip II (pl. 2/1).

Categoria G - Strecurdtori. Aceastd categorie este
reprezentatd doar printr-un fragment care sugereaza o
forma cu deschiderea restrictionata, probabil cu contur
independent (pl. 7/10). Aceastd formad de strecurdtoare
nu este Incd documentatad in siturile culturii Babadag
(Ailincdi 2011, 139).

Stilul decorativ

Stilul decorativ al ceramicii Sabatinovka-Noua-
Coslogeni a fost putin discutat pana in prezent. De fapt,
asa cum dovedesc cercetdrile din siturile acestor culturi,
se pare ca frecventa aplicdrii decorului pe recipiente
este destul de redusa (Morintz 1978), iar o parte dintre
motivele realizate prin incizie pe cesti se pastreaza si
n mediile culturale ulterioare. In schimb, olarii culturii
Babadag preferau ornamentarea recipientelor intr-

un procent destul de ridicat (Ailincai 2011). Motivele
identificate pe ceramica de la Ostrov pot fi considerate
drept comune pentru acest stil (tabelul 1, fig. 5).
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Fig. 7. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Benzi de decor identificate pe
ceramica culturii Babadag.

Fig. 7. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Decoration bands present on the
Babadag pottery.

Decoration

The decoration style of the Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni
pottery was scarcely discussed until present. In fact, as the
archaeological research in these sites indicate, the use of
decoration has a low frequency (Morintz 1978), with a part
of the motifs incised on cups surviving in the subsequent
cultural milieus. In contrast, the potters of the Babadag
culture preferred to decorate their products (Ailincai 2011).
The motifs indentified on the pottery from Ostrov can be
considered as characteristic for this style (Table 1, fig. 5).
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La fel ca si n alte cazuri, putem observa cd vasele

din categoriile A si B au fost decorate cu benzi in

care s-au folosit si motive realizate prin imprimare,
printre ele predominand cele de tip I.A.4. In cazul
cestilor (categoria C) au fost preferate benzile de tip
I[1.B.1, executate, mai ales, prin motive incizate (tabelul
1, fig. 5). Aceasta asociere dintre categoriile de vase

si tipurile de decor a fost observata in majoritatea
siturilor culturii Babadag (Ailincdi 2011; Ailincai
2016).

Discutii

Descoperirile descrise in randurile de mai sus ridica
o serie de intrebari. Asa cum am afirmat deja, o parte
din ceramica descoperita are trasaturi caracteristice
pentru orizontul Noua-Coslogeni (fig. 4), tn vreme

ce cele mai multe fragmente pot fi atribuite

olariei Babadag (fig. 5). Cum cea mai mare parte a
materialului analizat provine din contexte secundare,
este foarte dificil sd interpretam aceasta situatie.

Cultura Noua a fost considerata sincronad cu fazele
finale ale culturilor Monteoru, Wietenberg si Komarow,
dar si cu grupurile Zimnicea-Plovdiv, Tei IV-V, sfarsitul
fiind marcat de aparitia culturii Gadva-Holihrady
(Hansel 1976, 67 si urm; Hochstetter 1981; Sava 1994;
Sava 2002; Laszlé 1994; Palincas 1996; Popa, Boroftka
1996 etc.). Datdrile *C cunoscute pand acum indica
un interval cronologic cuprins, in linii mari, Intre sec.
XVI si, probabil, sec. XII a. Chr. (Laszlé 1993; Palincas
1996; Dietrich 2014) sau chiar si ulterior, asa cum
sugereaza unele datdri de la Odaia-Miciurin (Sava,

As in the case of other sites, it can be noticed that the
vessels belonging to categories A and B were decorated
with bands in which stamped motifs were also used,
dominating those belonging to type Il.A.4. In the case of
the cups (category C), there is a preference for decorative
bands of type I1.B.1, consisting mainly of incised motifs
(Table 1, fig. 5). This association between categories of
vessels and types of decoration was noticed in the majority
of the Babadag settlements (Ailincai 2017; Ailincai 2016).

Discussion

The finds discussed above bring with them a series

of questions. As already stated, a part of the pottery
presents features characteristic for the Noua-Coslogeni
horizon (fig. 4), while the majority of the fragments can
be attributed to the Babadag pottery (fig. 5). If we take
into consideration the fact that most finds come from
secondary contexts, it is very difficult to interpret this
situation.

The Noua culture was considered synchronous with the the
final phases of Monteoru, Wietenberg C-D and Komarow
cultures, but also with the cultural groups Zimnicea-Plovdiv,
Tei IV-V, its end being marked by the beginning of the Gava-
Holihrady culture (Hansel 1976, 67 sqq.; Hochstetter 1981;
Sava 1994; Sava 2002; Laszl6 1994; Palincas 1996; Popa,
Boroffka 1996 etc.). The ™C data known so far indicate a
chronological framework from the 16% century to probably
12% century BC (LaszI6 1993; Palincas 1996; Dietrich 2014),
or even later, as seems to be indicated by several data from
Odaia-Miciurin (Sava, Kaiser 2011, 378 sqq.). The same
dating can be taken into consideration in the case of the
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Kaiser 2011, 378 si urm.). Aceeasi datare poate fi
presupusa si pentru siturile Coslogeni. Datele *C de la
Cernavoda indicd un interval cuprins intre sec. XV-XII
a. Chr. (Copousty n gp. 2019), In vreme ce unele datdri
de la Durankulak ridicd problema existentei acestei
culturi si in sec. XI a. Chr. (Gorsdorf, BojandZiev 1996,
150-151; Bosimyxunes 1992; BojandZziev 1995, 177 si
urm). Aceastd prelungire a cronologiei culturii Noua
si n sec. XI a. Chr. este sustinuta si de datarea tarzie
a mormintelor 32 si 41 de la Cdmpina (Frinculeasa
2014). In acelasi timp, cercetarile din ultima perioada
au tnceput sd aduca argumente asupra originii sudice
a ceramicii decorate prin imprimare (deci si cultura
Babadag), aceasta fiind folosita la Dundrea de Jos, cel
mai probabil, in intervalul sec. X-IX a. Chr. (Ailincai
2013a; Ailincai et al. 2019; Ailincai 2020).

O posibila locuire de la inceputul culturii Noua?

in aceste conditii, putem presupune cd ceramica pe
care noi o consideram specifica pentru cultura Noua
ar putea fi anterioara celei de tip Babadag. Pentru

o datare timpurie a ceramicii Noua-Coslogeni de la
Ostrov pledeaza si descoperirea aici a unui mormant
doar mentionat de Dumitru Berciy, in care s-au gasit
»trei inele de bucla de un tip mai evoluat, avand

un capat latit in formd de frunza si celdlalt subtiat,
precum si un inel de placa de bronz ingusta si cu
capetele petrecute unul peste altul” (Berciu 1965, 65-
66, n. 12). Desi cele patru obiecte nu au fost ilustrate
pana n prezent, cel ce avea ,un capat latit in forma de
frunza” era incadrat in tipul C dupa Eugenia Zaharia
(Zaharia 1959, 114 si urm.). Inelele de acest tip apar
Tn contexte Monteoru tarzii, precum necropolele de

Coslogeni sites. The *C data from Cernavoda indicate an
interval between 15 - 12 centuries BC (CopousiHy u ap.
2019), while data from Durankulak raise the question of
the existence of this culture also during the 11t century
BC (Gorsdorf, BojandZiev 1996, 150-151; boagskwnes 1992;
BojandZiev 1995, 177 sqq.). This prolongement of the
chronology of the Noua culture also during the 11t century
BC is sustained by the late dating of the graves 32 and

41 from Campina (Frinculeasa 2014). In the same time,
the recent research began to bring arguments in favour of
the southern origin of the stamped pottery (thus, also the
Babadag culture), which was used at the Lower Danube
most probably during the 10% - 9" centuries BC (Ailincai
2013; Ailincdi et al. 2019; Ailincai 2020).

A possible early Noua habitation?

In these circumstances, it can be supposed that the pottery
considered as characteristic for the Noua culture is earlier
than the Babadag type pottery. In favour of an early dating
of the Noua-Coslogeni pottery from Ostrov comes the
discovery of a grave mentioned only by Dumitru Berciu. The
grave goods consisted of “three hair-rings of an evolved
type, with an end flattened in the shape of a leaf and the
other end thinned, as well as a hair-ring made of narrow
bronze sheet with superimposed ends” (Berciu 1965, 65-66,
n. 12). Although these three objects were not illustrated,
the one with leaf-shaped end was included in type C after
Eugenia Zaharia (Zaharia 1959, 114 sqq.). The rings of this
type are present in late Monteoru contexts, as for example
in the necropolises from Sarata Monteoru (Zaharia 1959),
Pietroasa Micd (Oancea 1981, 156 sqq.), the necropolis
from Zimnicea (Alexandrescu 1977), and a series of

hoards from Transylvania dated to the end of the Middle
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la Sarata Monteoru (Zaharia 1959), Pietroasa Mica
(Oancea 1981, 156 si urm.), dar si in necropolele de

la Sdrata Monteoru (Zaharia 1959), Pietroasa Mica
(Oancea 1981, 156 si urm.) si Zimnicea (Alexandrescu
1974) si intr-o serie de depozite din spatiul
intracarpatic ce pot fi datate la sfarsitul perioadei
mijlocii a epocii bronzului (Petrescu-Dimbovita

1978, fig. 9/11; 10/3) sau chiar la tTnceputul bronzului
tarziu, perioadd in care apareau primele situri Noua.
Ceramica specifica culturii Noua-Coslogeni de la
Ostrov este totusi destul de putin variatd din punct
de vedere tipologic, lipsind unele tipuri de vase
precum cestile, pentru a confirma sau infirma aceasta
datare timpurie.

Posibilitatea pastrarii unor traditii in olaritul de
la sfarsitul epocii bronzului

O altd posibilitate ar fi existenta unei locuiri, nu atat
de timpurii, dar anterioare formarii culturii Badadag,
precum si o posibild coexistentd a celor doua stiluri,
asa cum dovedesc si materialele provenite din gropile
2, 3 si 4, cercetate ITn campania 1999 (pl. 7; 8/1-15),
unde vase considerate specifice orizontului Noua-
Coslogeni (pl. 7/1, 12, 11, 14; 8/1, 15) apar in asociere
cu ceramicd neagra, lustruitd, uneori decoratd cu
motive specifice culturii Babadag (pl. 7/3, 5, 7, 8-9,
13, 15; 8/2-14). De fapt, desi Sebastian Morintz a
sustinut ca nu se intrevad asemadnari cu fondul
cultural din epoca bronzului, respectiv culturile Noua
sau Coslogeni (Morintz 1964, 111; Morintz 1971, 19),
existd o serie de mentiuni despre asocieri similare si in
alte situri.

Bronze Age (Petrescu-Dimbovita 1978, fig. 9/11; 10/3) or
even the beginning of the Late Bronze Age, a time when
the first Noua sites made their appearance. The pottery
characteristic to the Noua-Coslogeni culture from Ostrov
presents a too reduced typological variety, missing types
of vessels, such as cups, essential for the confirmation or
rejection of this early dating.

The possibility of the preservation of pottery
traditions from the end of the Bronze Age

Another possibility can be the existence of a habitation
not as early, but still before the creation of the Babadag
culture, or even the coexistence of the two styles, as
suggested by the archaeological material found in pits 2, 3
and 4, excavated during the 1999 campaign (pl. 7; 8/1-15).
In these contexts, several vessels considered characteristic
for the Noua-Coslogeni horizon are present in association
with black, polished pottery, sometimes decorated with
motifs characteristic to the Babadag culture (pl. 7/3, 5, 7,
8-9, 13, 15; 8/2-14). In fact, although Sebastian Morintz
considered that there are no similarities with the Bronze
Age traditions, either Noua or Coslogeni cultures (Morintz
1964, 117; Morintz 1971, 19), there are mentions regarding
similar associations in other sites.

One of these situations could be noticed in the settlement
from Garvan-Mldgjitul Florilor. Gabriel Juganaru, who
conducted the archaeological research, mentioned “at

the base of the settlement, a layer with incised pottery,
characteristic to the Babadag | phase, mixed with Coslogeni
type pottery, but also with Babadag Il pottery” (Juganaru
1997, 103). The Coslogeni type pottery, as indicated also
by the illustration, the upper part of large vessels, black
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Un astfel de caz este cel al asezarii de la Garvan-
Mldjitul Florilor. Autorul cercetdrilor de aici, Gabriel
Jugdnaru, mentiona ,la baza asezdrii, un strat cu
ceramica incizatd, tipicd fazei Babadag I, in amestec
cu ceramicd de facturd Coslogeni, dar si cu ceramica
Babadag II” (Juganaru 1997, 103). Prin ceramica

de factura Coslogeni se intelegea, asa cum reiese si
din ilustratie, partea superioard a unor vase mari,
negre sau maronii-cenusii, cu suprafata lustruita,
decorate sub buza cu brauri simple ce au sectiunea
triunghiulara (Juganaru 1997, 105), incadrate de noi
in subcategoria A, (Ailincdi 2011). In urma prelucrarii
exhaustive a materialului provenit din acest sit, am
identificat fragmente de la 19 recipiente de acest tip,
care au fost descoperite n toate nivelurile asezarii.

Aceeasi situatie este Intdlnitd si in cazul asezdrii de

la Silistea-Conac, unde s-au descoperit ,numeroase
materiale (Babadag), printre care si fragmente de vase-
sac de traditie Noua-Coslogeni” (Sirbu, Pandrea 1994,
32), sau la Silistea-Popind, unde vasele considerate
Coslogeni apdreau asociate cu ceramicd imprimatd a
culturii Babadag (Hartuche, Silvestru 1992, 17).

La Satu Nou-Valea lui Voicu, ceramica de tip Coslogeni
este mentionatd in ambele niveluri, cu o densitate mai
mare in cel inferior. Aici sunt ilustrate cunoscutele
vase-sac cu brau fard alveole, dar si cateva fragmente
de cesti (Irimia, Conovici 1993, fig. 11/1, 7; 12/ 1-4,
8-9; 13/1,3-5, 14/10). Interesant este faptul ca aceste
fragmente de tip Coslogeni (Irimia, Conovici 1993, 85)
sunt asociate cu ceramica de tip Babadag, fard a se
distinge tntr-un nivel sau complex arheologic. Aceeasi
situatie o intalnim si in alte situri, precum Beidaud

or brown-grey, with polished surface, decorated below the
rim with simple relief bands triangular in section (Juganaru
1997, 105), which can be included in subcategory A,
(Ailincai 2011). The exhaustive research of the material
from this site led to identifying shards belonging to

19 vessels of this type, found in all the layers of the
settlement.

Another examples are the settlement from Silistea-Conac
where were found “numerous materials (Babadag), among
which fragments belonging to vessels of Noua-Coslogeni
tradition” (Sirbu, Pandrea 1994, 32) and the settlement
from Silistea-Popind, where the vessels considered
Coslogeni are present in association with Babadag stamped
pottery (Hartuche, Silvestru 1992, 17).

In the case of the settlement from Satu Nou-Valea lui Voicu,
the Coslogeni type pottery is mentioned for both layers,
with a higher frequency in the lower level. From this site
were illustrated vessels with band without oval impressions
and also several cup shards (Irimia, Conovici 1993,

fig. 11/1,7,12/ 1-4,8-9,13/1, 3-5, 14/10). It is interesting
to notice the fact that these Coslogeni type fragments
(Irimia, Conovici 1993, 85) are associated with Babadag
type pottery, without predominating in a specific layer

or archaeological complex. The same situation is known
from sites such as Beidaud (Simion 2003a; Ailincai 2020),
Revarsarea (Simion 2003b; Ailincdi 2013b) or Suceveni
(Adamescu 2011). In all these cases, it can be noticed

that the majority of the “Coslogeni type vessels” are
represented by vessels decorated with relief bands without
oval impressions. The fact that these vessels are not clearly
associated with a specific layer, and even more, they are
associated in all the cases with Babadag type pottery,
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(Simion 2003a; Ailincai 2020), Revarsarea (Simion
2003b; Ailincai 2013b) sau Suceveni (Adamescu 2011).
Tn toate aceste cazuri putem observa ci majoritatea
,vaselor de tip Coslogeni” sunt reprezentate de vase-
sac cu brau fard alveoldri. Avand in vedere ca aceste
vase nu se regasesc intr-un nivel bine definit si, mai
mult decdt atdt, sunt asociate cu ceramicd Babadag,
ne punem intrebarea dacd acestea nu sunt cumva
traditii in olarit, pastrate din mediul cultural anterior
(Ailincai, Adamescu, Mihail 2014, 28 si urm.), si nu un
nivel arheologic propriu-zis din epoca bronzului, asa
cum considerau unii cercetatori (Irimia, Conovici 1993;
Simion 2003a; Simion 2003b; Bolohan 2016 s.a.).

Despre civilizatiile de la sfarsitul mileniului II -
inceputul mileniului I a. Chr. la Dunarea de Jos
Pand in prezent nu a fost publicata o dovada
concludentd a contemporaneitatii celor doua culturi,
n afara unor elemente asemandtoare in realizarea
ceramicii grosiere. Nici in privinta suprapunerii
stratigrafice nu detinem prea multe date. In acest sens,
reamintim situatiile mentionate de Attila Laszl6 de la
Foltesti, unde un mormant (atribuit grupului Tamdoani)
suprapunea o groapa a culturii Noua, si stratigrafiile
discutabile de la Candesti si Vandtori, doar mentionate
de Adrian si Marilena Florescu, unde depunerile cu
ceramicd incizata (si/sau imprimata) erau posterioare
celor ale culturii Noua si Corlateni (Florescu, Florescu
1983, 72-93; Florescu, Florescu 1990, 52, n. 8).

Pe ansambly, cu cele cateva exceptii mentionate mai
Sus, NU avem o suprapunere stratigrafica clard intre
vestigiile culturilor Coslogeni sau Noua si cele ale culturii

raises the question of the survival of pottery traditions of
the Bronze Age (Ailincai, Adamescu, Mihail 2014, 28 sqq.),
instead of the existence of an archaeological layer per

se belonging to the Bronze Age, as previously considered
(Irimia, Conovici 1991; Simion 2003a; Simion 2003b;
Bolohan 2016 etc.).

The civilisations from the end the 2" millennium -
beginning of the 1%t millennium BC at the Lower
Danube

Up to present, there is no published conclusive evidence of
the synchronicity of the two cultures, with the exception
of several similarities of the coarse ware. The same
observation is valid in the case of the stratigraphical
succession. Here can be noticed the situations mentioned
by Attila LaszI6 in the case of the site from Foltesti, where
a grave (attributed to the Tdmaoani group) superposed a
Noua pit; also, the debatable stratigraphy from Candesti
and Vanatori, only mentioned by Adrian and Marilena
Florescu, where the depositions with incised and/or
stamped pottery were ulterior to those of the Noua and
Corlateni cultures (Florescu, Florescu 1983, 72-93; Florescu,
Florescu 1990, 52, n. 8).

In general, with the few exceptions already mentioned,
there is no clear stratigraphical superposition between
the Coslogeni or Noua cultures and the Babadag culture.
Still, it is possible that some pottery traditions from the
end of the Bronze Age had survived, such for example

the containers of type A, found Garvdn or the horseshoe-
shaped handles (types l1l.2 and 1.3), present both on type
A, vessels of the Babadag culture (Ailincdi 2011), and

on numerous vessels of Noua-Coslogeni type. The same
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Babadag. Este totusi posibil, asa cum am mentionat deja,
ca unele traditii de la sfarsitul epocii bronzului sa se fi
pastrat In privinta modelarii ceramicii si aici ne referim
refer la recipientele de tip A, descoperite la Garvan,

sau la toartele In formad de potcoava (de tip II1.2 si I11.3)
prezente atat pe vasele de tip A, ale culturii Babadag
(Ailincai 2011), cat si pe numeroase recipiente de tip
Noua-Coslogeni; dar si la benzile de decor de pe unele
cesti (mai ales, benzi de tip ILB.1).

Stadiul cercetdrii indicd totusi o posibild succesiune
directd intre cultura Coslogeni si vestigiile culturii
Babadag din Dobrogea (mai ales, cea de sud). In estul
Munteniei, este posibil ca intre cele doua civilizatii
sa fi existat o serie de comunitati care sa fi folosit
ceramica canelatd, asa cum indica descoperirile de

la Vladesti (Renta 2008), in vreme ce intre sfarsitul
culturii Noua si manifestarea de tip Babadag par a se
interpune grupele Corldteni si Tamdoani, identificate
n sudul Moldovei (Laszl6 1986; Laszlé 1997).

De fapt, descoperirile arheologice din ultimii ani
aduc noi indicii care arata c4d, la sfarsitul mileniului
IT a. Chr., la Dundrea de Jos existau comunitdti care
foloseau traditii ceramice diferite. Un prim caz pe
care 1l aducem in discutie este cel al asezarii de la
Vanatori-La Jolicd, pentru a cdrei atribuire culturala
au existat mai multe scenarii (Brudiu 1970; Brudiu
1981; Hansel 1976; Laszlé 1986; Laszl6 1997; Ailincai,
Adamescu, Mihail 2014), asupra cdrora nu o sa insist
aici. Incepand cu 2017, a fost initiat un nou program
de cercetare la Vanatori. In suprafetele 1 si 2 au fost
surprinse mai multe structuri de locuire din doud
orizonturi cronologice. Cateva gropi dateazd de la

it is true in the case of the decoration friezes on cups
(especially bands of type I1.B.1).

The state of the research indicates a possible direct
succession between the Coslogeni culture and the Babadag
culture in Dobrudja (especially the southern part). In eastern
Muntenia, it is possible that between the two civilizations

to have existed a series of communities using channelled
pottery, as indicated by finds from Vldadesti (Renta 2008),
while in southern Moldova between the end of the Noua
culture and the Babadag culture are interposed the Corlateni
si Tamaoani cultural groups (Laszl6 1986; LaszI6 1997).

In fact, the recent archaeological finds bring new clues
indicating that at the end of the 2" millennium BC, at
the Lower Danube there were communities with different
pottery traditions. The first example to be discussed is
that of the settlement from Vanatori-La Jolicd, in the
case of which there were proposed several chronological
frameworks (Brudiu 1970; Brudiu 1981; Hansel 1976;
LaszI6 1986; LaszIé 1997; Ailincdi, Adamescu, Mihail
2014). Starting with 2017, a new research project

was initiated at Vandtori. The Surfaces 1 and 2

revealed several habitation structures belonging to two
chronological horizons. Some of the pits are dated to the
end of the Bronze Age and can be probably attributed

to the Noua culture (fig. 8/1-6), while most part of the
structures (pits and dwellings) contained pottery decorated
almost exclusively with incised motifs (fig. 8/7-41; 9/42-
105). The *C data obtained until present only from
Surface 1 indicate an evolution of the habitation starting
with the 15% century BC. Still, the most part of the data
cluster in the interval 11 - 9% centuries BC, corresponding
in general to the Babadag culture (fig. 10). Despite this
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Fig. 8. Vanatori-La Jolicd. 1-105 - Ceramica din suprafata I.
Fig. 8. Vanatori-La Jolicd. 1-105 - Pottery found in Surface 1.

sfarsitul epocii bronzului si pot fi atribuite culturii fact, the pottery found here is decorated preponderantly
Noua (fig. 8/1-6), in vreme ce cea mai mare parte a with incised motifs, in the same manner as that from
structurilor cercetate (gropi si locuinte de tip bordei) sites such as Saharna Mica (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut
contineau ceramicd decoratd aproape exclusiv prin 2008), Holercani, Hansca, or other sites attributed to the
motive incizate (fig. 8/7-41; 9/42-105). Datele *C Balta group (Banuyros 1982; Banuyros 1983; Vancugov
obtinute pand in prezent doar din Suprafata 1 indica 1996; Levitki 1994; Nicic 2008; Niculita 2019), with

o evolutie a locuirilor incepand cu sec. al XV-lea a. strong North-Pontic influences. Among these are present
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Chr., cea mai mare parte a datarilor mentionand
Tnsd un interval cronologic cuprins intre sec. XI-1IX
a. Chr,, deci contemporan, in mare parte, cu siturile
Babadag (fig. 10). In ciuda acestui fapt, ceramica
descoperita a fost decorata preponderent cu motive
incizate, in aceeasi maniera cu cea din situri precum
Saharna Mica (Niculita, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008),
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numerous kitchen vessels of “Noua-Coslogeni” tradition,
inclusively in contexts dated using 'C in the 11% - 10
centuries BC (fig. 8/24, 30, 31, 37, 65).

Another case which should be mentioned in this context is
the site from Jijila-La Grddini, excavated during the years
2018-2019 and 2021, as part of the rescue excavations in
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Fig. 10. Vanatori-La Jolicd. Modelarea datelor “C din Suprafata 1.
Fig. 10. Vanatori-La Jolicd. The '*C data modelling for the samples from Surface 1.

Holercani, Hansca sau alte situri atribuite grupului
Balta (Banuyros 1982; Banuyros 1983; Vancugov
1996; Levitki 1994; Nicic 2008; Niculita 2019), avand
puternice influente nord-pontice. Printre acestea sunt
prezente si numeroase vase de bucdtdrie de traditie
,Noua-Coslogeni”, inclusiv in contexte datate prin *C
n sec. XI-X a. Chr. (fig. 8/24, 30, 31, 37, 65).

Un alt caz care trebuie mentionat in acest context este
situl de la Jijila-La Grdadini, cercetat in intervalul 2018-
2019, 2021 in contextul unor lucrari de infrastructura,
legate de construirea podului suspendat de la Brdila-
Smardan. Acestea au cuprins o suprafata de aproape
10.000 mp, in care au fost identificate si cercetate

135 de structuri arheologice ce pot fi datate in epoca

connection with the building of the suspended bridge from
Braila-Smardan. These covered a surface of approximately
10.000 square meters, with 135 identified archaeological
structures, dated to the Bronze Age and the Early Roman
period. Among these structures, a series of pits contained
archaeological materials characteristic for the Noua-
Coslogeni horizon, being the only site belonging to this
horizon researched in Northern Dobrudja.

The typology of the containers associated with these
pits is relatively unvaried. The most part of the shards
belong to vessels with restricted opening and dependent
or independent contour, with more or less marked neck,
considered usually kitchen ware (fig. 11). As regards the
dating of these finds, the objects with good chronological
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Fig. 11. Jijila-La grddini. 1-24 - Pottery; 25 - bone object; 26-29 - stone objects.

bronzului si in perioada romana timpurie. Printre ele
se remarca si o serie de gropi care contineau materiale
arheologice specifice orizontului Noua-Coslogeni, fiind,
panad in prezent, singurul sit atribuit orizontului Noua-
Coslogenti, cercetat tn nordul Dobrogei.

value are missing. Thus, the eight *C data obtained by
the RoAMS laboratory are very important. They indicate a
quite large chronological interval, covering the 16t - 10t
centuries BC. As can be noticed from the data modelling,
there are a series of data from complexes Cx. 131, 84
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Fig. 12. Jijila-La grddini. The '*C data modelling.

Tipologia recipientelor descoperite este destul de
restransd. Cea mai mare parte a ceramicii descoperite
provine de la vase cu deschiderea restrictionata si forma
dependentd sau independentd, cu gatul mai mult sau
mai putin reliefat, considerate, in general, a fi vase de
bucitirie (fig. 11). In privinta datarii acestor descoperiri,
lipsesc obiecte cu o valoare cronologica foarte mare, din
care motiv importante sunt cele opt date C, obtinute
n cadrul laboratorului RoAMS, ele indicand un interval
cronologic destul de vast, cuprins, in linii mari, intre sec.
XVI-X a. Chr. Asa cum se poate observa si din modelarea
datelor, exista o serie de date care provin din Cx. 131,

84 si 116 care indicd o etapd mai timpurie (sec. XVI-XV
a. Chr.); altele (Cx. 103, 15, 24 si 110) se pot incadra in
sec. XIV-XIII, in vreme ce proba prelevata din Cx. 2 este
cea mai recentd, indicand un interval (cu probabilitate
de 95,4%) cuprins intre 1046-906 BC (fig. 12). Acest

and 116, which constitute an earlier stage (the 16% - 15%
centuries BC). Others (Cx. 103, 15, 24 and 110) can be
included in the interval of the 14% - 13t centuries BC, while
the sample from Cx. 2 is the most recent, with an interval
(95.4% probability) between 1046-906 BC (fig. 12). This
last mentioned context contained several shards belonging
to kitchen vessels characteristic for the Noua-Coslogeni
horizon (fig. 11/1, 5, 9-10), being practically the most
recent dating known so far for these cultures.

These two examples reflect a complex situation, difficult to
explain at the moment, due to the existing information. In
fact, in the place of the synthetic image of an immediate
succession of the cultures, we can at least presume the
existence at the Lower Danube of several communities
with different traditions, of which pottery survived better
in the archaeological record. In these circumstances,
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ultim context continea mai multe fragmente de vase
de bucatdrie specifice pentru orizontul Noua-Coslogeni
(hg. 11/1, 5, 9, 10), fiind, practic, cea mai tarzie data
cunoscutd pentru aceste culturi.

Aceste doud exemple aratd o situatie complexa si greu
de explicat la nivelul de informatii din prezent. Practic,
1n locul imaginii sintetice a unei succesiuni imediate
Intre culturi, putem cel putin presupune existenta la
Dunadrea de Jos a multor comunitdti umane cu traditii
diferite, din care se pastreaza panad la noi, in special,
oliria. In aceste conditii, putem prezuma si existenta a
numeroase contacte, precum si transmiterea reciproca
a unor elemente de culturd materiala si spirituala.

Concluzii

Rezumand cele expuse mai sus, putem presupune ca
materialul prezentat de noi provine, cel mai probabil,
(tn cea mai mare parte) dintr-o locuire la de tnceputul
mileniului [ a. Chr. (sau, probabil, chiar de la sfarsitul
sec. XI a. Chr.), ce poartd principalele trasaturi ale
culturii Babadag. Desi sunt cunoscute doar cateva date
referitoare la amenajarea habitatului, putem admite
ca acesta a ocupat terasele tnalte din apropierea
Dunadrii, denumite Sectorul C, si promontoriul ,Piatra”
(anticul Beroe). Ele ocupau o pozitie strategicd, folosita
si in prezent pentru traversarea Dunadrii (fig. 1-4).

Fard a exclude existenta unei locuiri din epoca
bronzului, fapt indicat si de mormantul cu inele de
bucld mentionat de Dumitru Berciu, consideram ca
este posibil ca cea mai mare parte a recipientelor

Vs

Fig. 13. Peceneaga-Piscul Sarat. Fragmente ceramice.
Fig. 13. Peceneaga-Piscul Sdrat. Pottery shards.

there is a good chance of the existence of numerous
contacts between these communities, with the reciprocal
transmission of elements of material and spiritual culture.

Conclusions

It can be presumed that the archaeological material
presented here belongs very probably and in majority to

a habitation dating to the beginning of the 1=t millennium
BC (or the end of the 11t century BC), characterised by
traits specific for the Babadag culture. Although only

little information survived regarding the settlement, it

can be presumed that it occupied the high terraces near
the Danube, named Sector C and the “Piatra” promontory
(ancient Beroe). These places occupied a strategic position
used until today for crossing the Danube (fig. 1-4).

Without excluding the existence of a Bronze Age habitation,
demonstrated also by the grave with hair-rings mentioned
above, we consider that it is possible that the most part
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considerate specifice culturilor Noua-Coslogeni sd fie
contemporane cu cele de tip Babadag. De fapt, putem
vorbi mai ales de un anumit tip de vase de bucatdrie,
care se regaseste si in alte locuiri atribuite culturii
Babadag, fara a constitui un context separat. Poate
nu este intdmplator cd multe din aceste situri sunt
amplasate in apropierea Dundrii sau Prutului (precum
Garvan, Satu Nou, Revarsarea sau Suceveni), zone de
contact intre diverse civilizatii de-a lungul istoriei.

Nu stim daca este chiar lipsit de importanta ca la
cativa kilometri spre nord de Ostrov, la Peceneaga, in
punctul Piscul Sdrat, a fost mentionata o alta locuire
ce poate fi atribuitd culturii Babadag (Paraschiv, Iacob
2003). in depozitele Muzeului de Istorie si Arheologie
din Tulcea am identificat trei fragmente ceramice,
descoperite in anul 1976 In acest sit (fig. 13), printre
care si un fragment de la partea superioard a unui vas
de bucatdrie de tip Noua-Coslogeni (fig. 13/3).

Departe de a lamuri problemele ridicate, descoperirile
de la Ostrov ar trebui confirmate de noi investigatii in
situri din aceastd zond. Daca ludm n considerare si noile
cercetdri deja invocate, de la Vanatori si Jijila, putem
observa ca tendinta arheologilor de a vedea succesiuni
culturale clare este destul de discutabild. Este posibil ca
la Dundrea de Jos, la sfarsitul mileniului I - inceputul
mileniului I a. Chr,, sd existe comunitdti umane care
aveau traditii diferite tn olirit. Tncepand cu sec. XI-X a.
Chr. in aceastd zond se generalizeazd ceramica neagrd,
lustruitd, decoratd cu motive incizate si imprimate
(grupele Corldteni, Tamdoani si Babadag), care urmeaza
formele specifice epocii. In ciuda acestei transformari,
existd o serie de descoperiri care indica posibilitatea
pastrdrii unor tipuri de vase din perioada anterioara.

of the containers considered characteristic for the Noua-
Coslogeni cultures are in fact contemporary with those
of Babadag type. In fact, we can take into consideration
a specific type of kitchen vessels, found in other Babadag
settlements without constituting separate contexts. It is
interesting to notice that many of these sites are placed
close to the Danube or Prut river (such as Garvan, Satu
Nou, Revdrsarea or Suceveni), zones of contact between
civilizations during history. In this context, the presence
several kilometres north from Ostrov, at Peceneaga-Piscul
Sdrat, of another habitation which can be attributed to
the Babadag culture (Paraschiv, lacob 2003), could be
significant. In the collections of the Museum of History
and Archaeology from Tulcea, there were identified three
shards from this site, found in 1976 (fig. 13), one of them
belonging to the upper part of a kitchen vessel of Noua-
Coslogeni type (fig. 13/3).

Far from clarifying these problems, the finds from Ostrov
should be confirmed by new research in this area. If we
also take into consideration the new excavations from
Vandtori and Jijila, we can notice that the tendency of
the archaeologists of seeing clear cultural successions

is debatable. It is possible that at the Lower Danube, at
the end of the 2™ millennium - the beginning of the 1¢
millennium BC, to have existed communities which had
at least different pottery traditions. Starting with the
11 - 10" centuries BC, in this area there is a process of
spreading of the black polished pottery decorated with
incised and stamped motifs (groups Corldteni, Tamdoani
and Babadag), sharing the shapes characteristic of this
period. Despite the change, there are finds indicating the
possibility of survival of previous types of vessels from the
preceding period.
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PL1. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1, 2 -
SIV (1958); 3-14 - C-VIIz (1959); 15 -
C-XIV (1959); 16, 17 - C-XVd (1959);
18-24 - C-XXId (1959).

PL.1. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1, 2 - SIV
(1958); 3-14 - C-VlIz (1959); 15 -
C-XIV (1959); 16, 17 - C-XVd (1959);
18-24 - C-XXId (1959).
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Pl. 2. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1959:

1-8 - C-XXId.

Pl. 2. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1959: . 8
1-8 - C-XXId. e
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Pl. 3. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1959:
1-6 - C-XXIII-d; 7-9 - Sector IC SlI-z;
10-15 - Sector IIIC-SIV-z; 16 - Sector
IIIC SX-d; 17-19 - Sector I1IC SXIX-d.
Pl. 3. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1959:
1-6 - C-XXIlI-d; 7-9 - IC Sector, SlI-z;
10-15 - IlIC Sector, SIV-z; 16 - llIC
Sector, SX-d; 17-19 - llIC Sector,
SXIX-d.
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Pl. 4. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1971:
1-7 - Sector C S IID; 8 - Sector C,
SIIF;9,10-S1VD,c. 1;11 - SIVD,
c.2;12,13-S1VD, c. 3;14-19 -

S 1VD, c. 4; 20-25 - Sector C, S VID,
c. 4; 26, 27 - S VIIF; 28-30 - S VIIID.
Pl. 4. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1971:
1-7 - C Sector, S 1ID; 8 - C Sector,
SIIF;9,10-SIVD, sq. 1; 11 - S IVD,
sq.2; 12,13 -S1IVD, sq. 3; 14-19 -

S IVD, sq. 4; 20-25 - C Sector, S VID,
sq. 4; 26,27 - S VIIF; 28-30 - S VIIID.
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Pl 5. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1971.
Sector C:1-SVIIID,c. 2;2,3 -

S VIIID, c. 5; 4-7 - S VIIID, c. 6; 8-14 -
S IXC; 15-18 - SXC; 19, 20 - S XIC;
21 - SXID; 22 - S XIF; 23-25 - SXII;
26-29 - S XIIIC; 30-33 - passim.

Pl. 5. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1971.

C Sector: 1-SVIIID, sq. 2; 2,3 -

S VIID, sq. 5; 4-7 - S VIIID, sq. 6;
8-14-SIXC 15-18 - S XG 19, 20 -

S XIC; 21 - S XID; 22 - S XIF; 23-25 -
S XII; 26-29 - S XIIIC; 30-33 - without
context.
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Pl. 6. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Sector
C(1971): 1-17 - passim (1-7 - dupa
Hansel 1976). SI (1998):18,19-¢. 3
(-3,14 m); 20,21 - c. 4 (- 2,10 m); 22 -
¢. 10 (-1,20-1,65 m); 23 - c. 22-23.
Pl. 6. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. C Sector
(1971). 1-17 - without context (1-7 -
after Hansel 1976). SI (1998): 18,
19-5q.3(-3.14m); 20,21 -sq. 4
(-2.10 m); 22 - sq. 10 (-1.20-1.65 m);
23 -5q. 22-23.
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Pl. 7. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1999:
1-15-S1I, gr. 2.

Pl. 7. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1999:
1-15. S 1l, pit no. 2.
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Pl. 8. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1999:
1-7-S1I, gr. 3; 8-15 - gr. 4; 16-23 -
S II1-V, fragmente ceramice din
contexte de epoca romana.

Pl. 8. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1999:
1-7 - S I, pit no. 3; 8-15 - pit no. 4;
16-23 - S lII-V, shards discovered in
secondary context.
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Cuvinte-cheie: prima epoca a fierului, cultura Saharna, inmormantare in asezare, groapa cu catacombad, deformatie craniana de tip
tumpline.

Rezumat: Articolul prezinta cazul unui barbat adult cu varsta biologica de cel putin 60 de ani, cu numeroase patologii si indicatori ai
stresului musculo-scheletic. Scheletul sdu a fost descoperit in perimetrul asezarii Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii”, intr-o groapa
cu catacomba, cercetata in anul 2019. Descoperirea se dateaza in perioada timpurie a epocii fierului, fiind atribuitd comunitatilor
Saharna. Tabloul paleopatologic este unul complex — carii dentare, abcese, caderi dentare produse ante mortem, uzura accentuatd a
coroanelor dentare, osteoartrita degenerativa avansata, hernie intervertebrald, reactii periosteale active pe tibii si rotule, modificari
de structura extrem de avansate ale matricei osoase pe femurul stang, numeroase modificari asociate efortului fizic indelungat si
suprasolicitant, printre care deformatia craniand neintentionata de tip tumpline, numita si deformatie/depresiune post-coronala.
Cercetarea noastra isi canalizeaza atentia pe aceasta din urma modificare, care apare frecvent sub influenta unor factori mecanici,
asociata fiind cu anumite activitati fizice intense si constante din perioada copilariei, adolescentei si maturitatii.

Keywords: Early Iron Age, Saharna culture, settlement burial, catacomb, tumpline cranial deformation.

Abstract: The article presents the case of an adult male with a biological age of at least 60 years, with numerous pathologies and
musculoskeletal stress markers. His skeleton was discovered in the perimeter of the Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii” settlement,
in a catacomb type of grave pit investigated in 2019. The discovery belongs to the Early Iron Age, being assigned to the Saharna
culture. The paleopathological picture is complex — dental caries, abscesses, antemortem tooth loss, pronounced dental crowns
wear, advanced degenerative osteoarthritis, intervertebral hernia, active periosteal reactions on the tibiae and patellae, extremely
advanced structural changes of the bone matrix on the left femur, numerous changes associated with prolonged and overexerting
physical effort, including unintentional tumpline cranial deformation, also called post-coronal deformation/depression. Our research
focuses on the latter change, which frequently occurs under the influence of mechanical factors, linked to certain intense and
constant physical activities during childhood, adolescence, and adulthood.

Introducere

Conditiile depunerii defunctului si vestigiile aferente
au facut subiectul unor numeroase publicatii apdrute
tn ultimii ani (Niculita et al. 2019, 266-269; Bat,
Simalcsik, Zanoci 2019, 25; Zanoci, Bat 2020, 427-
430), de aceea nu vom insista asupra contextului
arheologic in acest articol. Tinem sa mentiondm

Introduction

The conditions of the deposition of the deceased and the
related grave goods have been the subject of numerous
articles published in recent years (Niculita et al. 2019,
266-269; Bat, Simalcsik, Zanoci 2019, 25; Zanoci, Bat
2020, 427-430). Therefore, we will not insist on the
archaeological context in this article. We only mention
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doar faptul cd au fost aduse, recent, precizari privind
pozitia cronologica a descoperirii la care ne referim.
Initial, elementele de datare relativa, propuse in

mod traditional pe baza datelor stratigrafice si a
inventarului aferent, au asociat aceasta structurd cu
perioada culturii Saharna, adica in secolele X-IX a. Chr.
(Niculitd et al. 2019, 269). Datarea radiocarbon a
Intarit aceastd presupunere, proba extrasa dintr-un os
uman indicand 2725+35 BP = 931-807 cal BC (95.4%
probabilitate) (Bdt, Zanoci 2022, 20, tab. 1).

Informatia antropologica fost introdusa in circuitul
stiintific la scurt timp dupa excavarea structurii
funerare, fiind publicatd alaturi de alte rezultate
ale cercetdrilor interdisciplinare intreprinse la
Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii” tn anii 2017-
2019 (Nagacevschi et al. 2019, 328-333). Am decis
sa revenim la aceastd descoperire, pentru ca la acea
datd analiza paleopatologica a scheletului tncd nu
era finalizatd, iar deformatia craniana ce constituie
subiectul principal al lucrdrii de fatd a fost descrisa
fara prea multe detalii.

Determinare antropologica primara

Scheletul este bine conservat (Connel 2008, 9), foarte
bine reprezentat (Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994, 5-8), cu mici
distrugeri produse post mortem in segmentul cranian
si postcranian (fig. 1). Sexul antropologic al scheletului
este masculin (Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994, 16-20), iar
varsta biologicd in momentul decesului - de cel putin
60 de ani (Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994, 21-38).

Fig. 1. Starea de reprezentare a scheletului (alb - element absent;
negru - element prezent, complet; hasurat - element prezent,
incomplet).

Fig. 1. Representation of skeletal human remains (white - absent
element; black - present complete element; hatched - present
incomplete element).
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Date biomorfometrice si fenotipice

Analiza a relevat o serie de caracteristici particulare
(Martin 1928; Martin, Saller 1957-1966; Buikstra,
Ubelaker 1994, 69-84): neurocraniu dolicocran (lung

si Tngust); occipital Tnalt; frunte largd; fosd canina
profunda; fatd tnaltd si largd; zigomatice tnalte si largi;
orbite hipsiconci (inalte si inguste); nas leptorin (inalt si
tngust); mandibuld tnalta si ingustd; profilare orizontala
accentuatd a fetei, de tip europoid; relief cranian
pronuntat; osaturd robusta; statura scheletica, calculata
dupa formulele recomandate de M. Trotter, mare spre
foarte mare (intre 177 si 181 cm) (Trotter 1970).

Date paleopatologice

Analiza paleopatologica a fost realizatd cu ajutorul
manualelor si atlaselor recomandate de specialistii in
domeniu (Aufderheide, Rodriguez-Martin 1998; Ortner
2003; Waldron 2009; Mann, Hunt 2005; Mann, Hunt,
Lozanoff 2016).

Patologiile dentare sunt cele caracteristice unui
individ adult batran, ceea ce se traduce prin stare
de sandtate dentara precard, cu carii, abcese, caderi
produse ante mortem, uzura avansata a coroanelor:
atritie (fiziologicd) si abrazie (mecanica) (fig. 2).

Tabloul patologic la nivelul elementelor osoase

este divers, comun varstei adulte batrane. Aproape
toate suprafetele de articulatie sunt ,consumate” de
osteoartrita degenerativd, manifestatd prin osteofite,
coroziune, contur anatomic modificat. Manifestarile

that, recently, clarifications have been made regarding the
chronological position of the discovery we are referring

to. Initially, the elements of relative dating, traditionally
proposed on the basis of stratigraphic data and the related
inventory, have associated this structure with the period of
the Saharna culture, i.e. in the 10"-9™ centuries BC (Niculita
et al. 2019, 269). Radiocarbon dating strengthened

this assumption, the sample extracted from a human

bone indicating 2725+35 BP = 931-807 cal BC (95.4%
probability) (Bat, Zanoci 2022, 20, tab. 1).

The anthropological information was published shortly
after the excavation of the burial structure, alongside
other results of the interdisciplinary research undertaken
at Saharna Mare / “Dealul Mandstirii” in 2017-2019
(Nagacevschi et al. 2019, 328-333). We decided to turn
our attention to this discovery because at that time

the paleopathological analysis of the skeleton was not
complete, and the cranial deformation, the main subject of
the present paper, was described without too many details.

Primary anthropological determination

The skeleton is well preserved (Connel 2008, 9) and very
well represented (Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994, 5-8), with some
small damages produced post-mortem in the cranial and
postcranial segments (fig. 1). The anthropological sex of
the skeleton is male (Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994, 16-20), and
the biological age at the time of death - at least 60 years
(Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994, 21-38).
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Fig. 2. Patologii dentare (carii, abcese, pierderi antemortem).
Fig. 2. Dental pathologies (caries, abscesses, antemortem losses).

bolii sunt mai accentuate la nivelul centurii pelviene
si al coloanei vertebrale, in special 1n segmentul
lombar (fig. 3/1, 2). in afara de varsta tnaintati, efortul
fizic care a suprasolicitat musculatura si articulatiile
este un alt factor responsabil pentru agravarea bolii
articulare. Vertebrele toracice inferioare si lombare
sunt herniate (prezinta noduri Schmorl), patologie

ce poate fi conditionatd de suprasolicitarea fizica a
coloanei vertebrale.

Pe diafizele tibiilor si peroneelor (fig. 4-6), pe
suprafata externd a rotulelor si in unele regiuni ale
coxalelor sunt modificari de structura osoasd care
indica o inflamatie. Reactiile sunt mai accentuate la
elementele de pe partea stangd, comparativ cu cele
de pe partea dreaptd. Dupad aspectul tesutului, acestea

Biomorphometric and phenotypic data

The analysis revealed a series of particular features (Martin
1928; Martin, Saller 1957-1966; Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994,
69-84): dolichocranic neurocranium (long and narrow);
high occipital; broad forehead; deep canine fossa; high and
broad face; high and wide zygomatics; hypsiconch orbits
(tall and narrow); leptorrhine nose (tall and narrow); high
and narrow mandible; pronounced horizontal profiling of
the face, Europoid type; pronounced cranial relief; robust
skeleton; skeletal stature, calculated according to the
formulas recommended by M. Trotter, large to very large
(between 177 and 181 c¢m) (Trotter 1970).

Paleopathological data

The paleopathological analysis was carried out according to
manuals and atlases recommended by experts (Aufderheide,
Rodriguez-Martin 1998; Ortner 2003; Waldron 2009; Mann,
Hunt 2005; Mann, Hunt, Lozanoff 2016).

Dental pathologies are that common in an old adult
individual, which translates into poor dental health, with
caries, abscesses, ante-mortem losses, and advanced
crowns wear - attrition (physiological) and abrasion
(mechanical) (fig. 2).

The pathological picture of bone elements is diverse,
common to old adults. Almost all joints are consumed by
degenerative osteoarthritis, manifested by osteophytes,
corrosion, and altered anatomical outline. The
manifestations of the disease are more pronounced on
the pelvic girdle and the spine, especially in the lumbar
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segment (fig. 3/1, 2). Apart from advanced age, physical
exertion that has overburdened the muscles and joints is
another factor responsible for worsening joint disease.
The lower thoracic and lumbar vertebrae present hernia
(Schmorl’s nodes), a pathology that can be conditioned by
the physical overload of the spine.

On the diaphyses of the tibiae and fibulae (fig. 4-6), on the
external surface of the patellae, and in some regions of
the coxal bones, there are changes in bone structure that
indicate inflammation. Reactions are more pronounced in
skeletal elements on the left side compared to those on the
right side. According to the appearance of the tissue, they
were active at the time of death, most likely caused by the
aggressive and rampant expansion of microbial infection.

Even more severe pathological changes are visible on

the left femur (fig. 7). Unlike the bone on the right side,
the one on the left side is not complete, only the middle
(fragmentary) and proximal thirds being available for
analysis. Most likely, fragments from the distal third were
also present in situ, but judging by the appearance of this
area, the probability of their recovery seems impossible. We
return to the state of representation of the skeleton, which
is at least good, in the skeletal inventory being present
including the patellae, the tibiae, the fibulae, and almost
all the foot bones, including those on the left side (fig. 1).

Fig. 3. Manifestari ale osteoartritei degenerative pe coxal (1) si
segmentul vertebral lombar (2).

Fig. 3. Manifestations of degenerative osteoarthritis on the coxal
bone (1) and the lumbar vertebrae (2).
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Fig. 4. Modificari de structura pe tibii (1) si peronee (2).
Fig. 4. Structure bone changes on the tibia (1) and fibula (2).
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Tabelul 1. Diagnosticul diferential.
Table 1. Differential diagnosis.

Diagnostic / Diagnosis

Probabilitate / Probability

Criterii / Criteria

Osteomielita cronica
agresiva / Chronic

Cel mai probabil /

Periostita activa pe rotule si tibii, ceea ce indica o infectie sistemica nespecifica;
femur cu distrugeri sequestrum, cu fistule necrotice, corticala subtiata si vindecare/
reparare a tesutului osos neregulata / Active periostitis on the patellae and tibiae,

aggressive osteomyelitis Rlosupioeab indicating a non-specific systemic infection; femur with sequestrum destruction,
necrotic fistulas, thinned cortex, and irregular healing of bone tissue (fig. 7/1, 2).
Distrugeri masive (scleroza) si zone regenerate (cicatrici) pe femur, insa fara spicule

Malienom / Malignoma Putin probabil / sau alte semne neoplasmatice tumorale / Extensive destruction (sclerosis) and

g g Improbable regenerated areas (scars) on the femur, but without spicules or other signs of tumour
neoplasm.
. . Distrugeri prea avansate; lipsa semnelor litice pe coloana vertebrald; fara urme de
< . Putin probabil / o ; s .
Bruceloza / Brucellosis I}nprobable ,arsuri” acide / Too advanced destruction; lack of lithic marks on the spine; no traces

of acid “burns”.

erau active in momentul decesului, fiind cauzate, cel
mai probabil, de extinderea agresiva si galopanta a
unei infectii microbiene.

Pe femurul de pe partea stanga sunt vizibile modificari
patologice si mai severe (fig. 7). Spre deosebire de osul
de pe partea dreaptd, cel de pe stanga nu este intreg,
pentru analiza fiind disponibile doar treimile mijlocie
(fragmentard) si proximald. Cel mai probabil, in situ
erau prezente si fragmentele din treimea distald a
osului, tnsd, judecand dupad aspectul treimii mijlocii,
probabilitatea recuperdrii acestora pare imposibila.
Reamintim ca starea de reprezentare a scheletului
este foarte bung, in inventarul scheletic fiind prezente
inclusiv rotulele, tibiile, fibulele si aproape toate oasele
plantare, inclusiv cele de pe partea stanga (fig. 1).
Pornind de la aceastd stare de fapt, ipoteza unei
amputdri nereusite (cu suprainfectie) a partii distale a
femurului stang este exclusd.

Based on this fact, the hypothesis of an unsuccessful
amputation (with superinfection) of the distal part of the
left femur is excluded.

The differential diagnosis, which consists in comparing

the pathological signs and symptoms - suspected or
observed - with those of other diseases, to remove various
other close diagnoses, is presented in table 1. Based on

this analysis, the closest scenario is the following. The left
femur suffered a multi-fragmented, compound open fracture
(frequent, for example, in horse riders), located at the border
between the middle and proximal thirds of the diaphysis,
where callus bridges can be distinguished. An extremely
aggressive bacterial infection settled post-traumatically on
the damaged tissue, most likely Staphylococcus aureus or
Streptococcus sp., or both. This infection consumed extensive
portions of the bone, starting from the medullary canal, and
then crossing the bone wall (circular lesions, cloaca, and
involucrum are present).
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Fig. 5. Modificdri de structura pe tibie, detaliu.
Fig. 5. Structure changes on the tibia, detail.

Diagnosticul diferential, care consta in compararea
semnelor si simptomelor patologice - presupuse sau
constatate - cu cele ale altor boli, in vederea inlaturarii
diverselor diagnostice apropiate, este prezentat tn
tabelul 1. In baza acestei analize, cel mai apropiat
scenariu este urmdtorul. Femurul stang a suferit

o fractura deschisa multi-fragmentara, compusa
(frecvente, de exempluy, la cdldareti), localizata la limita
dintre treimea mediand si cea proximald ale diafizei,
unde se pot distinge punti de calus. Post-traumatic,

pe tesutul vatamat s-a instalat o infectie bacteriana
extrem de agresiva (cel mai probabil, Staphylococcus Fig. 6. Scanare cu raze Roentgen a tibiilor si peroneelor.
aureus sau Streptococcus sp., sau ambele), care a Fig. 6. X-ray scan of the tibiae and fibulae.

consumat portiuni extinse ale osului, pornind de la
canalul medular, apoi traversand peretele osos (leziuni
circulare, cloaca si involucrum). Interiorul osului este
consumat, modificat si subtiat de procesele infectioase/
purulente. Barbatul a supravietuit suficient de mult
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The inside of the bone is consumed, modified, and thinned
by infectious/purulent processes. After the trauma occurred
and the infectious process set in (a few weeks?), the man
survived long enough for the bone to have time to react so
severely. The rapidity of this process can also be deduced
from the fact that it remained localized on a single skeletal
element, producing only severe periosteal reactions on the
left tibia and more superficial changes on the surface of the
left patella and the left coxal. In the end, after enough weeks
Fig. 7. Femurul drept intreg si femurul stang cu modificari of suffering, the result - septicaemia - was fatal to this
patologice (1) si rezultatul scandrii cu raze Roentgen (2). o . . L

individual. The diagnosis of osteomyelitis is also confirmed

Fig. 7. Whole right femur and left femur with pathological changes
(1) and the result of the X-ray scan (2). by the images obtained by Roentgen scanning (fig. 7/2).
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timp dupa producerea traumatismului si instalarea
procesului infectios (cateva saptdamani?), astfel incat
osul a avut timp suficient sa reactioneze atit de sever.
Rapiditatea acestui proces se poate deduce si din faptul
cd a ramas localizat pe un singur element scheletic,
producand doar reactii periosteale severe la nivelul
tibiilor si ceva mai superficiale pe suprafata rotulei

si coxalului de pe partea stangd. Rezultatul final a
fost insd, dupa suficiente saptamani de suferinta -
septicaemia - care i-a fost fatald. Diagnosticul de
osteomielitd este confirmat si de imaginile obtinute
prin scanarea cu raze Roentgen (fig. 7/2).

Indicatori ocupationali

Tabloul paleopatologic in cazul acestui barbat

este ntr-o mare mdsurd sustinut de modificarile
entezopatice de la nivelul elementelor scheletice
implicate Tn miscare. Aceste modificdri au fost
nregistrate conform recomandarilor de specialitate
(Blondiaux 1994; Palfi, Dutour 1996; Chapman 1997,
Hawkey 1998; Robb 1998; Villotte et al. 2016).

Insertiile musculare sunt accentuate pe clavicule si
humerusuri, ceea ce indica suprasolicitarea musculaturii
bratelor. Pe claviculd se insera muschii deltoideus

(cu rol in anteductia si rotatia internd a bratului),
trapezius (care participa la mentinerea gatului si
intervine in miscdrile de ridicare a umerilor), pectoralis
major (care are functia de a realiza miscarea laterala

a bratelor si rol aductor al bratului spre trunchi) si
sternocleidomastoideus (cu rol in inclinare laterald a
capului si rotirea acestuia) (Teodorescu 1982, 10-14,

Occupational markers

The paleopathological picture of this man is strongly
supported by enthesopathic changes in the skeletal
elements involved in the movement. These changes were
noticed according to expert recommendations (Blondiaux
1994; Pélfi, Dutour 1996; Chapman 1997; Hawkey 1998;
Robb 1998; Villotte et al. 2016).

The muscle insertions are pronounced on the clavicle and
humeri, which indicates overuse of the arm muscles. On
the clavicle are inserted the deltoideus muscles (involved

in the anteduction and the internal rotation of the arm),
trapezius (which maintains the neck and intervenes in the
shoulder lifting movements), pectoralis major (responsible
for the lateral movement of the arms and adductor of

the arm towards the trunk) and sternocleidomastoideus
(important in the lateral tilt of the head and its rotation)
(Teodorescu 1982, 10-14, 84, 94-95). On the humerus are
inserted the deltoideus muscles (involved in the movement
of the arm in the anterior, posterior and lateral direction),
biceps brachialis (with a role in the flexion of the forearm
and supination movement), brachialis anterior (with a flexor
role of the forearm), triceps brachialis (with an extensor role
of the forearm) and pectoralis major (adductor of the arm)
(Teodorescu 1982, 10-14, 84-85, 96-97, 103).

The right femur has pilastry, pronounced subtrochanteric
relief, additional trochanter, and rough linea aspera. On
the posterior face of the femur, in the proximal and middle
thirds (linea aspera), an extremely complex and important
muscle group is inserted, involved in bipedal maintenance
and terrestrial mobility: the vastus lateralis and vastus
medialis muscles (with a role in the extension of the lower
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84, 94-95). Pe humerus se inserd muschii deltoideus

(cu rol In miscarea bratului in sens anterior, posterior

si lateral), biceps brachialis (cu rol in flexia antebratului
si miscarea de supinatie), brachialis anterior (cu rol
flexor al antebratului), triceps brachialis (cu rol extensor
al antebratului) si pectoralis major (cu rol aductor al
bratului) (Teodorescu 1982, 10-14, 84-85, 96-97, 103).

Femurul drept are pilastrie, relief subtrohanterian
accentuat, trohanter suplimentar si linea aspera
rugoasa. Pe fata posterioara a femurului, in treimile
proximald si mijlocie (linea aspera), se insera un grup
muscular extrem de complex si important pentru
mentinerea bipeda si pentru mobilitatea terestra:
muschii vastus lateralis si vastus medialis (cu rol in
extensia membrului inferior), adductor femoris (cu rol
n adductia, flexia si rotatia externd a coapsei), biceps
femoris (cu rol in extensia coapsei si flexia genunchiului)
si gluteus maximus (cu rol in abductia si rotatia laterala
a membrului inferior) (Teodorescu 1982, 10-14, 86-88,
105-106). O linea aspera si o regiune subtrohanteriana
proeminente si rugoase, in special daca sunt presarate
cu entezofite, indica suprasolicitarea acestui mare grup
muscular prin activitdti precum: mersul sustinut pe
teren denivelat; mentinerea fortatd a corpului in pozitie
verticald timp tndelungat, eventual cu tncarcaturi

grele cdrate Tn spate sau calarit (Blondiaux 1994, 102;
Molleson, Blondiaux 1994, 313-315).

Un alt indicator ocupational este prezenta unei
particularitdti aparte pe craniul acestui individ - o
modificare arhitecturald a formei, destul de discretd,
dar totusi vizibila cu ochiul liber, la care ne vom referi
n continuare.

limb), adductor femoris (responsible of the adduction, flexion
and external rotation of the thigh), biceps femoris (involved
in thigh extension and knee flexion) and gluteus maximus
(with an important role in the abduction and lateral
rotation of the lower limb) (Teodorescu 1982, 10-14, 86-88,
105-106). A rough linea aspera and a prominent and rough
subtrochanteric area, especially if they are sprinkled with
enthesophytes, indicate overuse of this large muscle group
through activities such as intense and constant walking

on uneven ground, forced maintenance of the body in a
vertical position for a long time, possibly with heavy loads
carried on the back or sometimes riding (Blondiaux 1994,
102; Molleson, Blondiaux 1994, 313-315).

Another occupational marker is the presence of a special
peculiarity on the skull of this individual - an architectural
modification of the shape, quite discreet, but still visible to
the naked eye, which we will refer to in more detail in what
follows.

Tumpline cranial deformation

The individual buried in the catacomb from Saharna Mare /
“Dealul Manastirii” shows a typical tumpline deformation.
The sagittal curve of the neurocranium is slightly distorted
by the pre- and post-coronal depressions. The changes are
more pronounced in the parietal area.

The frontal, viewed from the side, has prominent
eminences, is not inclined or flattened, nor does it

show angularity; it has only a slight pre-bregmatic/pre-
coronal depression that alters very little its sagittal curve
(fig. 8/1, 2, yellow marking). The nasal root is well-marked
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Fig. 8. Craniul vdzut din plan lateral (1) si vertical (2), cu urmele presupuselor ligaturi pe parietale (marcaj alb) si pe frontal (marcaj galben).
Fig. 8. The skull seen from the lateral (1) and vertical (2) views, with the traces of the supposed ligatures on the parietals (white marking) and on the
frontal (yellow marking).

Deformatia craniana de tip tumpline

Barbatul ingropat in catacomba de la Saharna Mare /
,Dealul Manastirii” prezintd o deformatie tipicd de tip
tumpline. Curba sagitald a neurocraniului este usor
distorsionatd, prin depresiunile pre- si post-coronald.

Modificarile se reflectda mai accentuat in sectorul parietal.

Frontalul, privit din plan lateral, are eminentele
evidentiate, nu este inclinat sau aplatizat si nici

and the glabellar region is prominent. In the post-coronal/
post-bregmatic area, watching at the skull from the

side, a symmetrical bilateral depression with a width of
approx. 30 mm is distinguished very clearly (fig. 8/1, 2,
white marking), much more clearly marked than the one
on the frontal. In the pre-lambdic region of the parietals,
no depression can be distinguished, the transition from
the parietals to the occipital being smooth. Observations
regarding the occipital are not available, because of the
poor degree of representation of this skeletal element



64

Pana unde ma va duce capul... 0 abordare interdisciplinara a unui caz de deformatie craniana de tip tumpline

nu prezinta angulare; are doar o depresiune usoara
pre-bregmatica/pre-coronald care-i altereaza foarte
putin curba sagitald (fig. 8/1, 2, marcajul galben).
Raddcina nazald este marcatd, iar regiunea glabelara
este proeminenta. In regiunea post-coronald/post-
bregmaticd, privind calota din plan lateral, pe parietale
se distinge foarte clar o depresiune bilaterala simetrica,
latd de cca 30 mm (fig. 8/1, 2, marcajul alb), mult

mai bine marcata decat cea de pe frontal. In regiunea
pre-lambdicad a parietalelor nu se distinge nici o
depresiune, trecerea de la parietale spre occipital fiind
lind. Observatiile privind occipitalul nu sunt disponibile,
cauza fiind gradul slab de reprezentare a acestui
element scheletic (fig. 1). S-au conservat doar cateva
fragmente, toate din regiunea sub-lambdica a osului.
Zona relevantd pentru studiul nostruy, cea in care se
inserd musculatura cervicala si cea din regiunea cefei,
lipseste. Mentionam ca grupul muscular care se insera
n regiunea inferioard a occipitalului este responsabil
de extinderea si rotirea capului din articulatia atlanto-
occipitald, stabilizarea articulatiei atlanto-occipitale tn
timpul miscdrii capului, extinderea capului si gatului,
sustinerea bratelor si miscarea umerilor.

Un excurs despre deformatia craniana

Deformatia craniand artificiald intruneste orice
modificare pe care o sufera forma craniului/capului.

Se produce Tn timpul vietii, prin proceduri invazive

ce conduc la remodelarea ireversibild si alterarea
arhitecturii naturale, prin denaturarea procesului
normal de crestere osoasa si poate fi intentionatd (voitd)
sau neintentionatd (accidentald) (Dingwall 1931, 1-2).

(fig. 1). Only a few fragments have been preserved, all from
the sub-lambdic region of the bone. The relevant area for
our study, meaning the one where the cervical and the neck
region muscles are inserted, is missing. We mention that
the muscle group that inserts in the lower region of the
occipital is responsible for the extension and rotation of
the head from the atlanto-occipital joint, the stabilization
of the atlanto-occipital joint during head movement, the
extension of the head and neck, the support of the arms
and the movement of the shoulders.

An excursus into cranial shape modification

Artificial cranial deformation refers to any change that
the shape of the skull/head undergoes. It occurs during
life, through invasive procedures leading to irreversible
remodelling and alteration of the natural architecture,

by distorting the normal process of bone growth. It can
be intentional (deliberate) or unintentional (accidental)
(Dingwall 1931, 1-2).

Intentional cranial deformation’ is achieved by applying
extrinsic pressure to the head immediately after birth. It

is a custom present on all continents inhabited by man,
practiced throughout time, in all eras, from the Palaeolithic
to the present day. The most diverse forms of the head
were obtained by using various cephalic devices (with
wooden plates, strings, liana shoots, leather strips, and
sandbags) or body devices (made of wood and strings),

" The intention does not belong to the person/bearer of the deformed skull,
but to his/her parents or indirectly to the community of which the individual/
family is a part.
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Deformatia craniand intentionatd® este obtinuta

prin aplicarea pe cap a unei presiuni extrinseci
imediat dupd nastere. Este un obicei prezent pe toate
continentele locuite de om, practicat de-a lungul
timpului, in toate epocile, din paleolitic pana in zilele
noastre. Forme dintre cele mai diverse se obtineau
prin folosirea diverselor aparate cefalice (cu pldacute de
lemn, sfori, mladite de liane, fasii din piele si sdculete
cu nisip) sau aparate corporale (din lemn si sfori), care
presau in diferite regiuni ale calotei craniene pentru a
se obtine forma dorita.

in epoca fierului sunt semnalate putine cazuri de
deformatie craniand intentionatd. Dacd facem o
comparatie a frecventei cu perioada tarzie a epocii
bronzului (Sharapova, Razhev 2011; Kiricenko,
Simalesik 2022) sau cu epoca marilor migratii de

la tnceputul mileniului I al erei crestine (Simalcsik
2018), diferenta este si mai transanta. Mai cunoscute
sunt doud cranii din complexele funerare descoperite
la Corveissiat (Franta), intr-o movila funerarad ridicata
1n prima epoca a fierului (Chantre 1880, 29; Dingwall
1931, 22-23).

Deformatia craniand neintentionatd, pe de alta parte, se
produce accidental, fard voie, factorul determinant fiind,
de asemenea, presiunea mecanicd extrinseca exercitatd
pe diverse regiuni ale oaselor craniene. Cunoastem

trei tipuri de deformatie craniana care se produce
accidental: plagiocefalia pozitionald, deformatia de tip
toulousaine si deformatia de tip tumpline.

!Intentia nu este a apartindtorului/purtatorului craniului deformat, ci a
parintilor acestuia sau indirect a comunitatii din care face parte individul/
familia.

which were pressed on different regions of the skull to get
the desired head shape.

Few cases of intentional cranial deformation are reported
in the Iron Age. If we compare the frequency with the

Late Bronze Age (Sharapova, Razhev 2011; Kiricenko,
Simalcsik 2022) or the Great Migration at the beginning
of the first millennium of the Christian era (Simalcsik
2018), the difference is even more trenchant. Better known
are two skulls from the funerary structures discovered at
Corveissiat (France), in a burial mound erected in the Early
Iron Age (Chantre 1880, 29; Dingwall 1931, 22-23).

Unintentional cranial deformation, on the other hand,
occurs accidentally, and involuntarily, the determining factor
being also the extrinsic mechanical pressure exerted on
various regions of the cranial bones. Three types of cranial
deformation that occur accidentally are known: positional
plagiocephaly, déformation toulousaine, and tumpline
deformation.

Positional plagiocephaly or flat head syndrome occurs in
infants, the cause being the prolonged vicious position of
the head in the first months after birth. In this category

is also included the beshik? deformation, frequently found
in peri-Caucasian communities. It is believed that the
nomadic lifestyle stimulated and led to the appearance of
the unintentional beshik deformation - children were tightly
tied to the cradle to protect them from possible accidents
during travel (dy6osa 2006, 25-26).

2 In English: cradle deformation; in Russian: 6elumkoBas/KonbibenbHan
nedopmaumsa.
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Plagiocefalia pozitionald sau sindromul capului turtit
apare la sugari, cauza fiind pozitia vicioasa prelungita
a capului in primele luni dupa nastere. In aceasta
categorie este inclusa si deformatia de tip beshik?,
frecvent practicatd in comunitatile peri-caucaziene.

Se considera ca stilul de viata nomad a stimulat si a
condus la aparitia deformatiei neintentionate beshik —
copiii erau strans legati de leagan pentru a-i proteja de
accidente in timpul deplasarilor (Oy6oBa 2006, 25-26).

Deformatia de tip toulousaine, numita si
merovingiand, consta in ligaturarea capului cu
caciulite (numite n Franta medievald béguin), pentru
a obtine un cap rotund, simetric, placut din punct de
vedere estetic (Crubézy 1990). Obiceiul este practicat
in unele regiuni din Eurasia si in prezent. De exemplu,
femeile din Turkmenia cred ca purtarea unor podoabe
fixe pe cap poate conditiona formarea unei depresiuni
pe bolta craniana (batunesa 2006, 53). n acest caz, se
Tntrevede Tn mod evident o anumitd dozd de intentie
din partea purtdtorului craniului.

Al treilea tip, de interes pentru lucrarea de fatd, este
deformatia de tip tumpline, care este asociatd cu
activitati fizice intense din perioada copildriei (mai
ales), dar si din perioada adolescentei si maturitatii,

n special daca este acompaniata de o musculatura
accentuata in zona nucala (a cefei). Prin urmare, este
un tip de deformare conditionat de anumite activitati
desfdsurate in timpul vietii, care suprasolicitd aparatul
musculo-scheletic.

2In engleza: cradle deformation; in rusd: 6eunkoBas / Konbi6enbHas
nebopmaims.

The toulousaine cranial deformation, also called
Merovingian, consists of binding of the head with little
caps (called béguin in Medieval France), to obtain a round,
symmetrical, aesthetically pleasing head (Crubézy 1990).
The custom is still practiced in present in some regions of
Eurasia. For example, Turkmen women believe that wearing
fixed ornaments on the head can condition the appearance
of depression on the cranial vault (batesa 2006, 53).

In this case, we can obviously intuit a certain amount of
intention.

The third type, of interest for the present study, is tumpline
deformation, which is associated with intense physical
activities during childhood (especially), but also during
adolescence and adulthood, especially if it is accompanied
by a pronounced muscle insertion in the nuchal area (of the
neck). Therefore, it is a type of deformation conditioned by
certain activities carried out during life, which overload the
musculoskeletal system.

The inertia of a prehistoric activity

The tumpline cranial deformation was defined by P.
Lambert in 1979 as “a ... depression located on both
parietals, slightly posterior to the coronal suture” (Lambert
1979, 52). A. Khudaverdyan specifies later that “in adults,
and especially in immature individuals (<18 years of age),
cortical bone reacts to the influence of mechanical factors
at both macroscopic and microscopic scales by altering

its mass and shape; these alterations, in turn, influence
bone strength by changing how forces encountered during
physical activity (i.e., mechanical loading) are distributed
within the bone” (Khudaverdyan 2018, 10).
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Inertia unei activitati preistorice

Deformatia de tip tumpline a fost definitad de

P. Lambert in anul 1979 ca fiind ,0 ... depresiune
situatd pe ambele parietale, usor posterior fata de
sutura coronald” (Lambert 1979, 52). Mai tarziu,

A. Khudaverdyan precizeaza cd ,la sub-adulti

osul cortical reactioneaza foarte bine la influenta
factorilor mecanici, modificdindu-si masa si forma, iar
aceste modificari influenteaza rezistenta osului prin
schimbarea modului in care fortele intalnite in timpul
activitatii fizice (adica incarcarea mecanicd) sunt
distribuite Tn os” (Khudaverdyan 2018, 10).

Privita in ansamblu, deformatia de tip tumpline
releva un rezultat secundar al activitatilor fizice
repetitive si obositoare, care debuteaza de la o

varstd fragedd, chiar din copildrie (Osteologische
Paldopathologie 2022, 153). Fiind un produs secundar
al stresului musculo-scheletic, aceastd deformare

nu reprezintd un obicei, asa cum este, de exemplu,
deformatia neintentionata de tip toulousaine. Mai
degraba, este vorba despre o modificare cauzata

de anumite activitdti cotidiene obisnuite ale unui
individ, cum ar fi transportul de sarcini grele pe spate
cu sustinere pe vertex (crestet), devenind astfel o
semndturd unicd a acestora.

Desi aceasta practicd este documentata tncd din
mileniul al IlI-lea a. Chr. (Moleson, Hodgson 2000,
105, 106, 109), asa cum ne ilustreaza descoperirea
din cimitirul regal de la Ur (fig. 10/1, 2), literatura
stiintificd nu abunda in cazuri de deformatie craniana
de tip tumpline. in acest context, se evidentiazi in

Generally, tumpline deformation reveals a secondary result
of repetitive and tiring, exhausting physical activities, which
begin at an early age, even in childhood (Osteologische
Paldpathologie 2022, 153). Being a secondary marker of
musculoskeletal stress, this deformation is not a habit, as is
the case of unintentional déformation toulousaine. Rather
it is a change caused by certain common daily activities of
an individual, such as carrying heavy loads on the back with
the help of the vertex (the top of the head), thus becoming
their unique signature.

Although this practice is documented since the 3™
millennium BC (Moleson, Hodgson 2000, 105, 106, 109),
as illustrated by the discovery from the Royal Cemetery of
Ur (fig. 10/1, 2), the scientific literature is not very rich in
cases of tumpline cranial deformation. In this context, the
articles of the researcher A. Khudaverdyan, who published
in recent years several studies dedicated to this type of
architectural modification of the skull/head, particularly
stand out (Khudaverdyan 2016; XynasepasH 2016;
Khudaverdyan 2018). The author identifies and describes
several cases of tumpline deformation from seven Bronze
Age and Iron Age sites in Armenia. A total of 140 human
skulls are analyzed, out of which the parietal (post-coronal)
depression is identified in 45. In 16 males, 14 females,
and one sub-adult, depression is associated with occipital
superstructures. The width of the parietal depressions

is about 23 mm. This varies depending on the intensity
and duration of the compression. In 32 skulls, the cradle-
type deformation (beshik) is identified. A. Khudaverdyan
emphasizes the changes in the region of the cranial

vault, but also those on the occipital, to which she adds
observations on the insertions of the muscles of the head,
neck, shoulder girdle, and arms. At the same time, there
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mod deosebit lucrdrile cercetatoarei A. Khudaverdyan,
care a publicat n ultimii ani mai multe studii dedicate
acestui tip de modificare arhitecturald a craniului/
capului (Khudaverdyan 2016; XynaBepnsaH 2016;
Khudaverdyan 2018). Autoarea identifica si descrie
mai multe cazuri de deformatie de tip tumpline,
descoperiri provenite din sapte situri din epoca
bronzului si epoca fierului de pe teritoriul Armeniei.
Sunt analizate 140 de cranii umane, dintre care la 45
este identificata depresiunea parietald (post-coronald).
La 16 barbati, 14 femei si un sub-adult depresiunea

se asociaza cu suprastructurile occipitale. Latimea
depresiunilor parietale este Tn medie de cca 23 mm.
Aceasta variaza in functie de intensitatea si durata
compresiei. La 32 de cranii este identificatd deformatia
de tip leagan (beshik). A. Khudaverdyan pune accentul
pe modificdrile din regiunea boltii craniene, dar si pe
cele de pe occipital, la care adauga observatii privind
insertiile muschilor cefei, gatului, centurii scapulare

si bratelor. Totodatd, constata si un dimorfism sexual
accentuat: pe parietale deformatia de tip tumpline este
mai bine exprimata la femei, in comparatie cu barbatii,
Tnsd superstructurile occipitale sunt mult mai bine
marcate la barbati. Barbatii par sa fi purtat sarcini

mai multe si/sau mai grele pe cap decat femeile, insad
durata activitdtii la acestia era mai scurtd decdt in
cazul femeilor. O alta explicatie ar putea fi legata de
debutul intarziat al caratului poverilor cu sustinere

pe cap in cazul barbatilor (dupa varsta copildriei)
(Khudaverdyan 2016, 528; XynasepasH 2016, 106, 109;
Khudaverdyan 2018, 9).

Este evident faptul ca volumul redus de date
arheologice si antropologice referitoare la descoperiri

is also a pronounced sexual dimorphism: on the parietals,
the tumpline deformation is better expressed in women,
compared to men, but the occipital superstructures are
much better marked in men. Men appear to have carried
more and/or heavier loads on their heads, but the duration
of their activity was shorter than that of women. Another
explanation could be related to the late onset of carrying
burdens with support on the head in the case of men (after
childhood) (Khudaverdyan 2016, 528; Xynasepasa+ 2016,
106, 109; Khudaverdyan 2018, 9).

It is obvious that insufficient archaeological and
anthropological data related to similar finds from Iron

Age contexts in the South-Eastern European space has
tacitly guided us toward a timeless and supra-regional
approach. The first conclusion that emerges from our study
is that the Saharna discovery presents the first known
case in this area that can be linked with the existence of
individuals who carried weights using a tumpline. It has

a belt consisting of one or more bands, passed over the
forehead or vertex, used to carry burdens on the back or

to pull loads. These bands produce shallow depressions
that extend laterally, from one side to the other, over the
frontal bone and/or over the parietals (Molleson 2007).

In the case of the man presented in our paper, there are
two possibilities to explain the presence of the second
depression: either the support strap had two bands or the
band was slipping or “falling off” in different places on the
skull. It is understandable that not only his forehead and
vertex have undergone changes, but especially his spine.
Basically, the purpose of this device is to transfer and
counterbalance the weight that the shoulders, spine, or
lower limbs bear. The researcher V. Gervais emphasizes the
numerous side effects of this habit in the tumpline carriers,
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1 2 3

Fig. 9. Activitatea fizica ce determina deformatia craniana de tip tumpline si involutia posturii in timp: 1 - adult tanar; 2 - adult de
varstd mijlocie; 3 - adult batran (desene Stela Burciu).

Fig. 9. Physical activity which determines the tumpline cranial deformation and involution of posture over time: 1 - young adult; 2 - middle-
aged adult; 3 - old adult (drawings by Stela Burciu).

similare din contexte ale epocii fierului din spatiul which are associated, first of all, with the reduction of
sud-est european ne-a ghidat tacit spre o abordare the height of the vertebrae (compression of the vertebral
atemporala si supraregionald. O prima concluzie care bodies) and with changes in the curvature of the spine

se desprinde din studiul nostru este cd descoperirea (Gervais 2001) (fig. 9/1-3). In the individual buried in the
de la Saharna prezintd primul caz cunoscut in acest Saharna catacomb, this unique signature fits perfectly into
areal, ce poate fi asociat cu existenta unor indivizi the etiology of the case: degenerative osteoarthritis, more
care au cdrat greutdti cu ajutorul unui dispozitiv severe in the scapular girdle and spine; pronounced muscle

tumpline. Acesta prezinta o curea formata din una insertions on the clavicle, humeri, and femora, which betray
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sau mai multe benzi, care era trecutd peste frunte sau
crestet, fiind folosita la caratul poverilor pe spate sau
la tragerea incarcdaturilor. Anume aceste benzi produc
depresiuni superficiale care se intind latero-lateral,
dintr-o parte in alta, peste osul frontal sau/si peste
parietale (Molleson 2007). In cazul barbatului vizat de
cercetarea noastrd, exista doud posibilitati pentru a
explica prezenta celei de-a doua depresiuni: fie cureaua
de sustinere avea doua benzi, fie banda aluneca sau
,cadea” in diferite locuri pe calota craniand. Este de
nteles faptul ca nu numai fruntea si crestetul acestuia
au suferit modificari, ci, mai ales, coloana vertebrala. In
fond, scopul acestui dispozitiv urmareste transferarea
si contrabalansarea greutdtii pe care o suporta

umerii, coloana vertebrald sau membrele inferioare.
Cercetatorul V. Gervais pune accentul pe numeroasele
efecte secundare ale acestui obicei la transportatorii
tumpline, care se asociaza, in primul rand, cu reducerea
tnaltimii vertebrelor (tasarea corpurilor vertebrale) si
cu modificarile curburii coloanei vertebrale (Gervais
2001) (fig. 9/1-3). in cazul barbatului inhumat in
catacomba de la Saharna, aceasta semnadtura unica

se incadreaza perfect in etiologia cazului: osteoartrita
degenerativd, mai severa la nivelul centurii scapulare
si al coloanei vertebrale; insertii musculare accentuate
pe clavicule, humerusuri si femure, ceea ce tradeaza
efortul fizic intens si de duratd; stare precard de
sandtate dentara (cu carii, abcese, pierderi produse
ante mortem); hernie intervertebrald toracica;
traumatism suprainfectat, care a condus la dezvoltarea
osteomielitei, iar ulterior la septicemie si deces. Toate
indica un mod de viatd activ, cu suprasolicitarea
constantd a aparatului musculo-scheletic, cel mai
probabil, Tncepand din copilarie panad la batranete.

intense and lasting physical exertion; poor state of dental
health (with caries, abscesses, antemortem losses); thoracic
intervertebral hernia; infected traumatic wound, which led
to osteomyelitis, and later to septicaemia and death. All
indicate an active lifestyle with constant overuse of the
musculoskeletal system, most likely starting from childhood
to old age.

Other cases of tumpline deformation, much later, are
those from Mesoamerica, published by V. Tiesler®. In each
of these, the flattening affects both the frontal bone and
the anterior area of the parietals. According to V. Gervais,
in pre-Hispanic Mesoamerica, there were no wheels or
animals to lighten people’s burdens. Boys and girls were
initiated early into the mysteries of burden carrying. The
author reports numerous cases of tumpline carriers in
Guatemala and confirms the multiple side effects of
suspending weight on the forehead (Gervais 2001). For
the natives of the Panuco area of New Spain (currently
Veracruz), F. Herndndez states that they believed that the
practice of head deformation allowed them to carry greater
weights and heavier loads, thus becoming more efficient.
It is a statement related to the use of mecapal (tumpline)*,
a habitus still present today among the native population
(Herndndez 2001 [1576], 111; Tiesler 2014, 99).

In Nepal, a tumpline (namlo) pulled over the forehead

(fig. 10/4) is used to carry heavy loads in the basket (doko),.
To balance the body segment, sometimes the porter leans
on a T-shaped stick (tokma) (Minetti, Formenti, Ardigo

3For an overview of the phenomenon of artificial cranial deformation, see
Tiesler 1999 and Tiesler 2014.

“For comparison see the tumpline represented on a fresco discovered at
Calakmul (fig. 10/3).
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Fig. 10. Tumpline peste ani: 1, 2 - Ur, Iraq (dupd Wooley 1934);
3 - Calakmul, Mexic (dupa Vargas, Lépez, Martin 2009); 4 - Nepal
(foto Andrei Hohlov, 2022).

Fig. 10. Tumpline throughout the years: 1, 2 - Ur, Iraqg (from Wooley
1934); 3 - Calakmul, Mexic (from Vargas, Lépez, Martin 2009); 4 -
Nepal (photo by Andrei Hohlov, 2022).
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Alte cazuri de deformatie tumpline, mult mai tarzii,
sunt cele din Mesoamerica, publicate de V. Tiesler®.

La fiecare dintre acestea aplatizarea afecteaza atat
osul frontal, cat si portiunea anterioard a parietalelor.
Dupa V. Gervais, iTn Mesoamerica prehispanica nu
existau roti sau animale care sa fi usurat poverile
oamenilor. Bdietii si fetele erau initiati de timpuriu tn
tainele transportului poverilor. Autoarea semnaleaza
numeroase cazuri de transportatori tumpline in
Guatemala si confirma multiplele efecte secundare

ale suspendarii greutatii pe frunte (Gervais 2001).
Pentru nativii din zona Panuco din Noua Spanie (astdzi
Veracruz), F. Herndndez afirmd cd acestia credeau ca
practica deformadrii capului le permitea sa transporte
greutdti mai mari si sa transporte tncdrcdturi mai grele
n timpul lucrului, devenind astfel mai eficienti. Este

o afirmatie legata de utilizarea mecapal (tumpline)?,
habitus observat si astazi la populatia bastinasa
(Hernandez 2001 [1576], 111; Tiesler 2014, 99).

In Nepal, pentru transportul incirciturilor grele din cos
(doko) se foloseste o franghie (namlo), trasa peste frunte
(fig. 10/4). Pentru echilibrarea segmentului corporal,
uneori hamalul se sprijind pe un toiag in formd de T
(tokma) (Minetti, Formenti, Ardigo 2006, 2792). in plus,
ar trebui de amintit cd activitatea transportatorilor
debuteaza de la o varsta frageda (Mallville 2005, 420).

Un alt aspect, nu mai putin important, relevat de
cercetarea noastrd, este faptul cd activitatea de

3Pentru o imagine de ansamblu privind fenomenul deformatiei craniene
artificiale, a se consulta Tiesler 1999 si Tiesler 2014.

4Pentru comparatie, a se vedea dispozitivul tumpline, reprezentat pe o
fresca descoperita la Calakmul (fig. 10/3).

2006, 2792). In addition, we emphasize that the activity of
porters begins at an early age (Mallville 2005, 420).

Another aspect revealed by our research, no less important,
is the fact that the activity of transporting weights also
entails the implicit presence of burden baskets (according to
the classification of E. Carriere and D. Croes). Craftsman Ed
Carriere explained that this type of basket would have been
easier to carry with the help of a tumpline placed around
the forehead, compared to baskets that had handles right
on the edge (Smith 2018, 16). Therefore, useful information
can be extracted both from archaeological experiments
(Carriere, Croes 2018) and from other research, such as
those concerning the influence of carrying heavy loads on
the skeletal structure of soldiers. In this context, ergonomic
studies have shown that the cephalic/head segment re-
acts with the trunk to counterbalance the load so that the
process is efficient and injury-free (Attwells et al. 2006,
1535). Although the forward bending position reduces the
load on the spine (fig. 10/4), it nevertheless increases the
load on the cervical and lumbar vertebrae. Even in these
conditions, the advantage is obvious, possibly double the
weight of the load, thus demonstrating the usefulness

and ergonomics of a tumpline system, even in extreme
conditions. Moreover, the tumpline has been presented as

a decisive logistical innovation since the First World War
(Phelan 2000, 37-39).

Finally, we could ask ourselves: who was this man buried
2800 years ago in the Saharna settlement? First of all, it

is obvious that this individual, after two weeks of agony
following the accident (?), benefited from a specific funerary
treatment within the inhabited area. This shows the special
attention towards this member of the community, which
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transportare a greutdtilor atrage dupa sine si prezenta
implicita a cosurilor de povara - burden basket (dupa
clasificarea lui E. Carriere si D. Croes). Mesterul Ed
Carriere a explicat cd acest tip de cosuri ar fi fost
mai usor de transportat cu ajutorul unui tumpline
dispus n jurul fruntii, in comparatie cu cosurile care
aveau manerele chiar pe margine (Smith 2018, 16).
Prin urmare, informatii utile pot fi extrase atdt din
experimentele arheologice (Carriere, Croes 2018),

cat si din alte cercetdri, precum cele referitoare

la influenta cdratului tncdrcaturilor grele asupra
structurii scheletice a soldatilor. Tn acest context,
studiile ergonomice au demonstrat cd segmentul
cefalic/capul re-actioneaza cu trunchiul pentru a
contrabalansa sarcina, astfel incat procesul sa fie
eficient si sd nu produca rani (Attwells et al. 2006,
1535). Desi pozitia aplecatd inainte reduce incdrcarea
coloanei vertebrale (fig. 10/4), oricum creste sarcina
la nivelul vertebrelor cervicale si lombare. Chiar

si In aceste conditii, avantajul este unul evident,
fiind posibila dublarea greutatii tTncarcaturii,
demonstrandu-se astfel utilitatea si ergonomia unui
dispozitiv tumpline, chiar si In conditii extreme.

Mai mult decat atat, tumpline a fost prezentat ca o
inovatie logistica decisiva tncd din timpul primului
razboi mondial (Phelan 2000, 37-39).

n final, ar trebui si ne intrebam: cine a fost acest
barbat, ingropat cu cca 2800 de ani in urmad in asezarea
de la Saharna? In primul rand, este evident ci individul,
dupd doud sdaptdmani de agonie de la accident (?),

a beneficiat de un tratament funerar specific in
cuprinsul sitului de habitat. Aceasta aratd atentia
deosebita fata de acest membru al comunitatii, care

Fig. 11. Vedere aeriana dinspre est a sitului arheologic Saharna
Mare / ,Dealul Mdnastirii".

Fig. 11. Aerial view from East of the Saharna Mare / “Dealul
Manastirii” archaeological site.
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s-a manifestat deplin prin amenajarea si purificarea
locului, inventarul® fiind depus cu grija in zona capului.
Studiul paleopatologic a relevat faptul ca individul a
fost implicat in activitati fizice intense si constante inca
din perioada copildriei. Mentinerea fortatd a corpului

n pozitie verticald timp indelungat si hipermobilitatea
terestrd, cu precadere mersul sustinut pe teren accidentat,
precum cel din microzona Saharna (fig. 11), au lasat
amprente vizibile pe osatura individului. La acestea

se adaugd si ipoteza unei ocupatii asociate cu cdratul
ncdrcaturilor grele in spate, cel mai probabil, in cosuri.

Materiile prime utilizate la confectionarea cosurilor,
precum stuful, papura si salcia, se gasesc din belsug n
bazinul Nistrului. Cu toate acestea, nu au fost atestate,
pana in prezent, indicii care sd ateste confectionarea si
utilizarea acestor obiecte impletite in epoca fierului®.
Este un fapt firesc, daca luam in considerare natura
perisabili a cosurilor. In pofida acestor limite, existenta
si utilizarea lor in regiune este ipotetic acceptatd in
Tncercarea de reconstituire a efortului necesar pentru
transportul pamantului si pietrelor din umplutura
structurilor defensive din prima epoca a fierului (Scherf,
Mewes 2021, 45-52). Acelasi lucru poate fi extrapolat
si In privinta manerului realizat dintr-un os tubular,
depus langa capul defunctului in discutie. Aceasta
piesd ar putea proveni (de asemenea, la nivel ipotetic)
de la o unealta (cutit sau Tmpungdtoare), utilizata la
prelucrarea fibrelor vegetale (tdiere/curdtire/despicare).
Astfel de ustensile sunt cunoscute in asezarile si

5Un maner din os de bovina si partea inferioarad a unui vas din pasta fina
(Niculitd et al. 2019, fig. 15/1, 2; Bat, Zanoci 2022, pl. 8).

©De reguld, dovezi ale mestesugului impletitului din materiale vegetale se
pastreaza sub forma unor impresiuni pastrate pe ceramica (pentru epoca
eneolitica din spatiul pruto-nistrean, vezi detalii in Carmen, Bicbaev 2008).

was fully manifested by arranging and purifying the place,
the inventory® being carefully deposited in the head area.

The paleopathological study revealed that the individual
was involved in intense and constant physical activities
since childhood. The forced maintenance of the body

in a vertical position for a long time and terrestrial
hypermobility, especially sustained walking on rugged
terrains, such as the one in the Saharna microregion
(fig. 11), left visible marks on the individual’s skeleton.
Added to these is the hypothesis of an occupation
associated with carrying heavy loads on the back, most
likely in baskets.

The raw materials used to make the baskets, such as reeds,
bulrushes, and willows, are found in abundance in the
Dniester basin. However, no evidence of the manufacture
and use of these woven objects in the Iron Age has been
attested so far®. This is explainable, considering the
perishable nature of baskets. Despite these limitations,
their existence and use in the region are hypothetically
accepted in the attempt to reconstruct the effort required
to transport earth and stones from the structure of Early
Iron Age defensive features (Scherf, Mewes 2021, 45-52).
The same situation can be extrapolated regarding the
handle made of a tubular bone, deposited near the head of
the deceased. This piece could (also hypothetically) come
from a tool (knife or awl) used in the processing of plant
fibres (cutting/cleaning/splitting). Such utensils are known
in the settlements and necropolises of the Saharna culture

5 A cattle bone handle and the lower part of a vessel made of fine paste
(Niculita et al. 2019, fig. 15/1, 2; Bat, Zanoci 2022, pl. 8).

¢Evidence of the craft of braiding plant materials is preserved in the form
of impressions preserved on pottery (for the Eneolithic in the Pruto-Nistrean
area, see details in Carmen, Bicbaev 2008).
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necropolele culturii Saharna (Kasuba 2014, fig. 187/17,
190/5, 199/3; Niculita et al. 2019, fig. 17/1-5; Bat

2022, fig. 100). Din nivelul primei epoci a fierului de la
Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii” au fost recuperate
cca opt piese Intregi si fragmentare. Nu suntem siguri
de faptul ca membrii comunitdtii de la Saharna au dorit
sa evidentieze o identitate si o activitate ocupationala
specifica a barbatului Tngropat in catacombd, depunand
acest obiect langd el, cu toate cd observatia noastra

nu este lipsitd de temei. In consecint3, oricare ar

fi raspunsul la intrebarea de mai sus, rezultatele
cercetdrii au demonstrat calitatea lui de membru activ
si productiv al comunitdtii de pe promontoriu.
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Cuvinte-cheie: microzona Saharna, epoca fierului, cercetari geopedologice, roca materna, depozite de roci, in situ, ex situ,
constructii, unelte.

Rezumat: Pe parcursul cercetarilor geopedologice realizate in perioada 2018-2021 la siturile arheologice din microzona Saharna
(Saharna ,Tiglau”, Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii” i Saharna ,Rude”), ne-am adresat o intrebare: care sunt rocile din stratul
cultural si din proximitatea acestuia, cu care ar fi contactat si pe care le puteau folosi comunitatile umane din epoca fierului? Ca
urmare a investigatiilor, in aceste situri se constata prezenta unui spectru de roci, care au fost divizate in functie de criteriul originii
geografice a rocilor, in raport cu limitele siturilor arheologice. Conform acestui criteriu, sunt evidentiate: 1) roci de origine autohtona
in situ, reprezentate de argila, nisip, loess, calcar, marna, psefit, depuneri deluviale si aluviale, material alterat etc., care servesc in
calitate de roca materna (material parental) a solului din siturile arheologice, precum si ca material de constructie si materie prima;
2) roci de origine alohtona ex situ (gresie, silex sau cremene, sist cristalin, jasp s.a.), care au ajuns in stratul cercetat ca rezultat al
unor procese naturale (eroziune, dezagregare, denudatie etc.) sau cu implicarea omului. Toate rocile enumerate au anumite utilitati
pentru om si puteau fi folosite — atat in stare bruta, cat si dupa prelucrare —in diverse scopuri de comunitatile umane din diferite
perioade, inclusiv din epoca fierului.

Keywords: Saharna microregion, Iron Age, geopedological research, parent rock, rock deposits, in situ, ex situ, constructions, tools.

Abstract: During the geopedological research carried out in the 2018-2021 period at the archaeological sites in the Saharna
microregion (Saharna “Tigldu”, Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii” and Saharna “Rude”), we asked ourselves a question: what are
the rocks present in cultural layer and in its proximity that Iron Age human communities would have contacted and used? Following
the investigations, the presence of a spectrum of rocks was found in the given sites, which were divided according to the criterion of
the geographical origin of the rocks in relation to the limits of the archaeological sites. According to this criterion, the following are
highlighted: 1) rocks of in situ autochthonous origin, represented by clay, sand, loess, limestone, marl, psephite, diluvial and alluvial
deposits, altered material etc., which serve as the parent rock (parent material) of the soil in the archaeological sites, as well as a
building material and raw material; 2) rocks of ex situ allochthonous origin (sandstone, flint, crystalline schist, jasper etc.), which
arrived in the researched layer as a result of natural processes (erosion, disaggregation, denudation etc.) or with human involvement.
All the listed rocks have some utility for man and could be used for various purposes by human communities of different periods,
including the Iron Age, both in their raw state and after processing.
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Introducere

Investigatiile geopedologice au cuprins siturile
arheologice din microzona Saharna (Saharna ,Tiglau”,
Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii” si Saharna ,Rude”),
situatd tn nord-estul Podisului Moldovei, districtul
geomorfologic Podisul Nistrului (Boboc 2021, 15-

16), subunitatea numita conventional ,Dealurile
Rezinei” (Ursu 2011) (fig. 1). Siturile sunt cercetate,
Tncepand cu anul 2001, de echipa Laboratorului de
cercetari stiintifice ,Tracologie” (din 2022 - Centrul
de Arheologie ,Ion Niculitd”) din cadrul Universitatii
de Stat din Moldova (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008;
Niculitd, Nicic 2014; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016;
Niculitd et al. 2019 s.a.).

Pe parcursul cercetdrilor geopedologice, realizate

n perioada 2018-2021 la siturile arheologice din
microzona Saharna, de rand cu analizele de sol,
efectuate n vederea stabilirii gradului de antropizare
a acestuia, au fost studiate si rocile prezente atat in
stratul cultural, cat si in proximitatea lui. Plecand

de la datele acumulate, coroborate cu vestigiile
arheologice din siturile microzonei, descoperite in
perioada 2001-2021, ne-am propus drept scop sa
stabilim utilitatea rocilor atestate pentru comunitdtile
umane din acest spatiu In epoca fierului.

Materiale si metode
Probele de sol si de material parental au fost prelevate

din siturile arheologice in perioada 2018-2021 si supuse
analizei in laboratoarele departamentului ,Geostiinte

Introduction

The geopedological investigations included the
archaeological sites in the Saharna microregion (Saharna
“Tiglau”, Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii” and Saharna
“Rude”), located in the northeast of the Moldavian Plateau,
the Dniester Plateau geomorphological district (Boboc
2021, 15-16), the conventionally named subunit “Dealurile
Rezinei"/Rezina hills (Ursu 2011) (fig. 1). The sites are
researched, starting in 2001, by the “Thracology” Scientific
Research Laboratory (from 2022 the “lon Niculita”
Archaeology Center) team within the Moldova State
University (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008; Niculita, Nicic
2014; Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016; Niculita et al. 2019 etc.).

During the geopedological research carried out in the period
2018-2021 at the archaeological sites in the Saharna
microregion, along with the soil analyses in order to
establish the degree of its anthropization, the rocks present
both in the cultural layer and in its proximity were also
studied. Starting from the accumulated data, corroborated
with the archaeological remains from the sites of the
microregion, discovered in the period 2001-2021, we aimed
to establish the usefulness of the attested rocks for the
human communities in this space during the Iron Age.

Materials and methods

The soil and parent material samples were taken from
the archaeological sites during 2018-2021 and subjected
to analysis in the laboratories of the “Geosciences and
Forestry” department, Faculty of Biology and Geosciences,
Moldova State University (MSU) and in the Testing
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Fig. 1. 1 - Harta fizicd a Republicii Moldova cu localizarea microzonei Saharna; 2 - localizarea siturilor din epoca fierului in microzona

Saharna.

Fig. 1. 1 - Physical map of the Republic of Moldova showing the location of the Saharna microzone; 2 - location of Iron Age sites in the

Saharna microzone.

si Silvicultura”, facultatea de Biologie si Geostiinte,
Universitatea de Stat din Moldova (USM), si in
Laboratorul de Incercdri ,Calitatea solului, plantelor si a
fertilizantilor” al Institutului de Pedologie, Agrochimie
si Protectie a Solului ,Nicolae Dimo” din Chisindu,
autorizat conform actelor normative ale Republicii
Moldova. Componenta granulometrica a solului a fost

Laboratory “The quality of soil, plants and fertilizers” of the
Institute of Paedology, Agrochemistry and Soil Protection
“Nicolae Dimo” from Chisinau, authorized according

to the normative acts of the Republic of Moldova. The
granulometric composition of the soil was determined

by the pipette method according to N.A. Kacinskii

(Jigau, Nagacevschi 2006). Some rock samples were
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determinatd prin metoda pipetei, dupa N.A. Kacinskii
(Jigdu, Nagacevschi 2006). Unele mostre de roci au fost
identificate cu suportul specialistilor de la Institutul
de Geologie si Seismologie al USM I. Nicoara si

V. Ciubotaru, cdrora le multumim si pe aceasta cale.

Rezultate si discutii

Ca urmare a investigatiilor geopedologice la siturile
epocii fierului din microzona Saharna, se constata
prezenta unui spectru de roci atdt in stratul cultural
al agezdrilor, cat si in proximitatea lor. Acestea au
fost divizate, in functie de criteriul originii geografice
a rocilor in raport cu limitele siturilor arheologice, in
doua categorii:

- roci de origine autohtona in sity;
- roci de origine alohtond ex situ.

Rocile de origine autohtona in situ sunt
reprezentate de argila, nisip, loess, calcar, marnd,
psefit, depuneri deluviale si aluviale, material
alterat etc. (Boboc 2021, 56-81) si au fost abordate
Tn doua ipostaze: A) in calitate de material parental
al solului din siturile arheologice; B) n calitate de
resurse naturale.

A. Rolul rocilor in calitate de material parental
al solului din siturile arheologice

Rocile din prima ipostaza au fost constatate in
sectiunile arheologice, unde servesc si in calitate de
roca materna (parentald) a solului, fiind localizate,

identified with the support of specialists from the
Institute of Geology and Seismology of MSU I. Nicoara si
V. Ciubotaru, whom we also thank in this way.

Results and discussions

Following the geopedological investigations at the Iron

Age sites in the Saharna microregion, the presence of a
spectrum of rocks can be found both in the cultural layer

of the settlements and in proximity. They were divided,
depending on the criterion of the geographical origin of the
rocks in relation to the limits of the archaeological sites,
into two categories:

- thein situ autochthonous origin rocks;
- the ex situ allochthonous origin rocks.

The in situ autochthonous origin rocks are represented
by clay, sand, loess, limestone, marl, psephite, diluvial and
alluvial deposits, altered material etc. (Boboc 2021, 56-
81) and were approached in two hypostases: A) as the
parent material of soil in archaeological sites; B) as natural
resources.

A. The role of rocks as parent material of soil in
archaeological sites

The rocks from the first hypostasis were found in the
archaeological sections, where they also serve as the parent
rock of the soil, being located, as a rule, under the cultural
layer, called by archaeologists “sterile layer” (fig. 2). In the
sections it is attested at a depth of about 100-150 cm and
below, more frequently in pits. According to some research
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de regula, sub stratul cultural, numit de arheologi
L,strat steril” (fig. 2). in sectiuni se atestd la adancimea
de cca 100-150 cm si mai jos, mai frecvent in gropi.
Conform unor cercetdri ale solurilor din raionul
Silvostepei Dealurilor Rezinei (Ursu 2006, 52), in care
se Incadreaza si microzona Saharna, rocile parentale
au fost divizate Tn sapte tipuri principale (tabelul 1).
Pe terase si pe partile inferioare ale unor versanti
putin inclinati se atestd luturi loessoide (41,8%

din suprafata totald). Pe culmile dealurilor sunt
raspandite, preponderent, nisipurile lutoase (6,1%).
Pe unele sectoare mai abrupte ale vailor afloreaza
depozitele de calcar sarmatian. Circa 9,2% din
suprafatd le ocupa rocile sedimentare de varstd mai
recentad pliocena - cuaternara (aluviale si deluviale),
depuse, de reguld, in sectoarele depresionare.

In cadrul analizei de laborator a probelor de sol din
siturile arheologice, au fost cercetate simultan si rocile
parentale. Factorii pedogenetici reprezinta o functie
temporald a rocilor parentale, a reliefului, climei, a
apelor, a organismelor, prin interactiunea carora, in
decurs de milenii, se formeaza solul. Roca parentalda
constituie pentru sol materialul din care rezulta
partea minerald a solului, ce depdseste adesea 80-90%
din Intreaga masa a acestuia. Compozitia chimica,
mineralogicd si granulometrica a rocilor influenteazd,
Tntr-o anumitd masurd, desfasurarea proceselor de
formare si caracterul solului (Ursu 2011, 31-36).
Rocile parentale de diferita provenientd se deosebesc
prin textura sau alcatuirea granulometricd, care se
refera la mirimea particulelor partii silicatice. In acest
sens, clasificarea Kacinskii, aplicata la solurile din R.
Moldova, include particule cu diametrul: 1,0-0,5 mm -

of the soils in the district of Rezina hills forest-steppe
district (Ursu 2006, 52), which also includes the Saharna
microregion, the parent rocks have been divided into seven
main types (table 1). Loessoid clays are spread on the
terraces and the lower parts of some slightly inclined slopes
(41.8% of the total area). On the tops of the hills, as a rule,
loamy sands are spread (6.1%). On some steeper sections
of the valleys, Sarmatian limestone deposits outcrop. About
9.2% of the surface is occupied by sedimentary rocks of
more recent Pliocene-Quaternary age (alluvial and diluvial),
deposited, as a rule, in the depression sectors.

During the laboratory analysis of the soil samples from the
archaeological sites, the parent rocks were also analysed
simultaneously. Paedogenetic factors represent a temporal
function of parent rocks, relief, climate, waters, organisms,

in the interdependence of which, over millennia, the soil

is formed. The parent rock is the material for the soil that
gives rise to the mineral part of the soil, which often exceeds
80-90% of its entire mass. The chemical, mineralogical and
granulometric composition of the rocks influences to a certain
extent the development of the soil formation processes

and the character (Ursu 2011, 31-36). The parent rocks

of different provenance are distinguished by their texture

or granulometric composition, which refers to the size of

the particles of the silicate part. In this sense, the Kacinskii
classification, applied to the soils of the Republic of Moldova,
includes particles with a diameter of: 1.0-0.5 mm - coarse
sand, 0.50-0.25 mm - medium sand, 0.25-0.05 mm - fine
sand, 0.05-0.01 mm - coarse dust, 0.01-0.005 mm - medium
dust, 0.005-0.001 mm - fine dust, < 0.001 mm - fine clay.
The soil in the archaeological site Saharna “Tiglau” is a
typical weak humiferous chernozem, and from a textural
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nisip grosier, 0,50-0,25 mm - nisip mijlociu, 0,25-0,05
mm - nisip fin, 0,05-0,01 mm - praf grosier, 0,01-
0,005 mm - praf mijlociu, 0,005-0,001 mm - praf fin,
< 0,001 mm - argila fina.

Solul din situl arheologic Saharna ,Tiglau” este
cernoziom tipic slab humifer, iar din punct de vedere
textural se caracterizeaza ca luto-argilos (tabelul 2).
n ceea ce priveste componenta granulometricd, pe
profil se observad un continut sporit de praf (diametrul
0,05-0,001 mm), in adancime, roca parentala fiind
alcdtuita din cca 10-11% de nisip, 54% de praf si
35% - argila. Se remarca un continut mare de carbont
de calciu (CaCO,) pe profilul solului si in materialul
parental loessoid, care apar de la adancimea de 50-
60 cm si alcatuiesc 12,62%, iar In roca parentald -
pana la 26,65%. Aceastd concentratie fnaltd este
fireascd, intrucdt soclul terasei este constituit din
calcar sarmatian, care afloreaza in arealul Saharna,

Fig. 2. Roca materna (,stratul steril”) de sub straturile culturale
din siturile din microzona Saharna: 1 - calcar (Saharna Mare /
,Dealul Mdnastirii”); 2 - depozite argiloase (Saharna Mare /
,Dealul Mdnastirii"); 3 - depozite loessoide (Saharna ,Tiglau”).
Fig. 2. The parent rock (“sterile layer”) below the cultural layers in
the Saharna microzone sites: 1 - limestone (Saharna Mare / “Dealul
Manastirii”); 2 - clay deposits (Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii”);
3 - loessoid deposits (Saharna “Tiglau”).
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Tabelul 1. Rocile parentale ale solurilor din raionul Silvostepei Dealurilor Rezinei, in % din suprafata totala (Ursu 2006, 52).

Table 1. Parent rocks of the soils in the Rezina hills forest-steppe district, in % of the total area (Ursu 2006, 52).

Luturi loessoide / Loessoid clays

Depuneri deluviale si

Argile Grele /| Argile lutoase / Nisipuri lutoase /| Calcare / . P
Heavy clays Loamy clays Loamy sands Limestone alu\nale./ Dlluvm.l and
argiloase / clayey nisipoase / sandy alluvial deposits
2,6 37,8 238 18,0 6,1 2,5 9,2

Tabelul 2. Granulometria solului din situl arheologic Saharna ,Tigldu” (cernoziom tipic slab humifer luto-argilos).

< »

Table 2. Granulometry of the soil from the archaeological site Saharna “Tiglau” (Typical weak humiferous loamy-clayey chernozem).

0,05-1,0 mm (nisip) / 0,001-0,05 mm (praf) / < 0,001 mm (argila find) / caco
Adancimea, cm / 0.05-1.0 mm (sand) 0.001-0.05 mm (dust) < 0.001 mm (fine clay) 3
Depth, cm
% mg/kg
0-10 13,50 51,71 34,79 -
20-30 12,91 51,93 35,16 -
30-40 12,28 53,23 34,49 -
50-60 11,33 53,75 33,27 12,62
70-80 11,95 53,73 33,32 12,62
90-100 11,23 53,96 34,81 15,21
110-120 10,36 54,42 35,22 25,55
120-130 10,13 54,26 35,61 26,65

practic, peste tot. Calcarul este compus, in mare parte,
din doud minerale - calcit si aragonit —, ambele fiind,
din punct de vedere chimic, un carbonat de calciu
(CaCo,). in legdtura cu formarea solurilor, loessurile

si sedimentele loessoide constituie roci excelente de
solificare, pe care se formeazd, in functie si de celelalte
conditii naturale, soluri fertile si foarte fertile.

point of view it is characterized as loamy-clayey (table 2).
Regarding the granulometric composition, the profile shows
an increased content of dust (diameter 0.05-0.001 mm) in
depth, the parent rock being composed of approximative
10-11% sand, 54% dust and 35% clay. A high content of
calcium carbonate (CaCO,) is noted on the soil profile and
in the loessoid parent material, which appear from the
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Solurile luto-nisipoase si lutoase contin nisip fizic

si argila fizicd In cantitati aproximativ egale. Ele

sunt moderat permeabile pentru aer si apa, au o
capacitate bund de retinere a apei si a substantelor
nutritive, regim aero-hidric corespunzator, coeziune si
plasticitate potrivitd, se lucreaza bine etc. Asigurd cele
mai bune conditii de crestere a plantelor dintre toate
tipurile de textura.

Solul din situl arheologic Saharna Mare / ,Dealul
Manastirii” este cernoziom carbonatic lutos

(tabelul 3). Granulometria rocii parentale - de la
adancimea de 90-110 cm in jos - reflectd un continut
de cca 60-63% praf, 24-26% nisip si 11-14% argila
fina (tabelul 3). Luturile contin 35-50% de argila fizica
(< 0,01 mm), in care predomina fractiunile prafoase,
ceea ce corespunde componentei granulometrice a
rocii parentale a solului cercetat.

Solul din situl arheologic Saharna ,,Rude” este
cernoziom carbonatic luto-argilos (tabelul 4), iar
componenta granulometrica a rocii parentale se
caracterizeazd prin cca 53-60% praf, 11-21% nisip si
25-28% argila fina.

Solurile argiloase sunt alcdtuite predominant din
particule foarte fine, au o permeabilitate mica

pentru aer si apd, o capacitate mare de retinere a
apei, pot forma rezerve Tnsemnate de apa. Din cauza
permeabilitatii reduse, infiltrarea apei este redusa.
Cand sunt prea umede, devin plastice si aderente

si se lucreaza greu. La uscare, crapd, au o coeziune
foarte ridicatd si, de asemenea, se lucreaza mai dificil.
Se Tncdlzesc greu, mai ales cand contin prea multa

depth of 50-60 cm and make up 12.62%, and in the parent
rock up to 26.65%. This high concentration is natural, since
the base of the terrace is made up of Sarmatian limestone,
which outcrops in the Saharna area practically everywhere.
Limestone is mostly composed of two minerals, calcite and
aragonite, both of which are chemically calcium carbonate
(CaCO0,). In relation to the formation of soils, loess and
loessoid sediments constitute excellent rocks, on which,
depending on the other natural conditions, fertile and very
fertile soils are formed.

Loamy-sandy and loamy soils contain physical sand and
physical clay in roughly equal amounts. They are moderately
permeable to air and water, have a good capacity to retain
water and nutrients, appropriate aero-hydric regime,
appropriate cohesion and plasticity, it well to work with, etc.
It ensures the best conditions for plant growth among all
types of texture.

The soil from the archaeological site Saharna Mare /
“Dealul Manastirii” is carbonate loamy chernozem

(table 3). The granulometry of the parent rock, from the
depth of 90-110 cm down, reflects a content of about 60-
63% dust, 24-26% sand and 11-14% fine clay (table 3).
The clays contain 35-50% physical clay (< 0.01 mm), in
which the dusty fractions predominate, which corresponds
to the granulometric composition of the parent rock of the
investigated soil.

The soil from the Saharna “Rude” archaeological site

is a loamy-clayey carbonate chernozem (table 4), and

the granulometric composition of the parent rock is
characterized by approximate 53-60% dust, 11-21% sand
and 25-28% fine clay.
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Tabelul 3. Granulometria solului din situl arheologic Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii” (cernoziom carbonatic lutos).
Table 3. The granulometry of the soil from the archaeological site Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii” (Carbonate loamy chernozem).

1,0-0,05 mm (nisip) / 0,05-0,001 mm (praf) / < 0,001 mm (argila find) /
Adancimea, cm / 1.0-0.05 mm (sand) 0.05-0.001 mm (dust) < 0.001 mm (fine clay)
Depth, cm
%
0-10 30,26 49,89 20,15
10-20 30,67 48,06 21,27
20-30 30,75 51,04 18,21
30-40 30,38 51,28 18,34
40-50 30,22 51,63 18,15
50-60 29,51 57,18 13,31
60-70 12,74 74,85 12,41
70-80 26,47 61,06 12,47
80-90 27,42 60,23 12,35
90-100 26,00 60,76 13,24
100-110 24,35 61,82 13,83
110-120 25,30 61,87 12,83
120-130 25,84 62,91 11,25

ap4, deci sunt soluri reci. Sunt, in general, bogate

n substante nutritive si au o capacitate mare de
retinere a acestora. Desi au o fertilitate potentiala, de
obicei, ridicatd, nu oferd intotdeauna conditii bune
de crestere a culturilor agricole, indeosebi din cauza

regimului aero-hidric defectuos.

Clay soils are predominantly made up of very fine particles,
have low air and water permeability, high water retention
capacity, can form significant water reserves. Due to the
reduced permeability, water infiltration is reduced. When
they are too wet, they become plastic and sticky and difficult
to work with. When dry, they have a very high cohesion and
are also more difficult to work with. They heat up hard,
especially when they contain too much water, so they are
cold soils. They are, in general, rich in nutrients and have a
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Tabelul 4. Granulometria solului din situl arheologic Saharna ,Rude” (cernoziom carbonatic luto-argilos).
Table 4. The granulometry of the soil from the archaeological site Saharna “Rude” (Carbonate loamy-clayey chernozem).

1,0-0,05 mm (nisip) / 0,05-0,001 mm (praf) / < 0,001 mm (argila find) /
Adancimea, cm / 1.0-0.05 mm (sand) 0.05-0.001 mm (dust) < 0.001 mm (fine clay)
Depth, cm
%
0-20 19,58 48,27 32,15
20-40 19,87 49,22 30,91
40-60 14,56 55,39 30,05
60-80 13,76 57,04 30,20
80-100 11,83 59,08 29,09
100-120 12,12 59,72 28,16
120-140 13,64 58,84 27,52
140-160 12,07 57,58 28,35
160-180 11,19 58,04 28,77
180-200 17,28 53,94 28,78
200-220 20,88 52,59 25,54

B. Utilizarea rocilor in calitate de resurse naturale

De rand cu rolul de roci parentale pentru solurile din
arealul investigat, rocile au si o mare insemnatate
pentru societatea umang, fiind folosite in diverse
scopuri.

in perimetrul microzonei Saharna, depozitele de roci
de origine autohtond formeaza frecvent aflorimente
(apar la suprafatd), in special, pe versantii stancosi

ai Nistrului, in defileul rdului Saharna, in vaile altor
torente si in ravene, fiind mai accesibile omului (fig. 3).

high capacity to retain them. Although they have a usually

high potential fertility, they do not always offer good

growing conditions for agricultural crops, especially due to

the defective aero-hydric regime.

B. Use of rocks as natural resources

Along with the role of parent rocks for the soils in the

investigated area, the rocks also have a great significance

for human society, being used for various purposes.
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el AT R > L

Fig. 3. Aflorimente de calcar sarmatian (1) si de argila (2) in microzona Saharna.
Fig. 3. Outcrops of Sarmatian limestone (1) and clay (2) in the Saharna microzone.

Argila este o rocd sedimentard, rezultata prin
consolidarea particulelor argiloase, alcatuite in cea
mai mare parte din minerale argiloase, cu particule
avand diametrul sub 0,001 mm de cuart, calcit,
feldspati etc. In general, argila contine cca 45-55%
Si0,, 10-25% A1 0,, 5-9% Fe,0,, 2-5% Ca0 si cantitati
foarte mici de alti oxizi. O varietate aparte de roca
prezentd in acest areal este lutul (numit si lehm) -
termen textural cu referire la materialul sedimentar
format din amestec de argila (7-27%), praf (28-50%) si
nisip fin (sub 52%), conform sistemului de clasificare
american (Conea, Vintild, Canarache 1977, 262). Lutul
este friabil In stare uscatd, dar cu o plasticitate tnalta
Tn stare umedd, avand aceleasi utilizari ca si argila.
Depozitele de argila de diferite tipuri si cele de lut
apar mai frecvent, in microzona Saharna, pe platourile

In the perimeter of the Saharna microregion, rock deposits
of autochthonous origin frequently form outcrops (appear
on the surface), especially on the rocky slopes of the
Dniester, in the gorge of the Saharna river, in the valleys
of other torrents and in ravines, being more accessible to
humans (fig. 3).

Clay is a sedimentary rock resulting from the consolidation
of clay particles, mostly composed of clay minerals, with
particles having a diameter below 0.001 mm of quartz,
calcite, feldspars, etc. In general, clay contains about 45-
55% Si0,, 10-25% AL 0,, 5-9% Fe 03, 2-5% Ca0 and very
small amounts of other oxides. A special variety of rock
present in this area is loam (also called lehm) - a textural
term referring to the sedimentary material consisting of

a mixture of clay (7-27%), dust (28-50%) and fine sand
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din partea vesticd, mai Tndepartate de canionul
Nistrului, Tndeosebi, in perimetrul siturilor Saharna
,Rude” si Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Mandstirii”, iar in
sectoarele cu relief mai accidentat - si in aflorimente
(fig. 3/2). Argila si materialul din depozitele argiloase,
luto-argiloase, argilo-nisipoase pot fi folosite n
constructii - direct sau dupa o anumita prelucrare
(pentru ceamur, muruire, tencuire, captusire s.a.).

Dovezile arheologice ale utilizdrii lutului la constructia
locuintelor (mai ales, pentru muruirea carcasei din
lemn) (fig. 4/1) sunt materializate prin prezenta - atat
in nivelurile de locuire din prima epoca a fierului, cat
si din cea de-a doua - a fragmentelor de lut ars cu
amprente de nuiele (fig. 4/2) (Niculita, Zanoci, Arnaut
2008, 103, fig. 92; Niculita, Nicic 2014, 19-22, fig. 90-
94; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 117-180, fig. 115; 116;
120; 121; 123; Niculita et al. 2019, 257, 280, fig. 27;
35/9, 10). De asemenea, acest material de constructie

Fig. 4. Utilizarea argilei/lutului in calitate de material de
constructie: 1 - la lipirea peretilor locuintei (Sahama , Tiglau”,
arheologie experimentald, dupa Niculita, Nicic 2014); 2 - fragmente
de lut ars de la peretii constructiei nr. 4 de la Saharna Mare (dupa
Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016); 3 - instalatia de foc din complexul de
cult de la Saharna Mare, cercetat in 2010 (foto S. Matveev).

Fig. 4. The use of clay as a building material: 1 - when coating the
walls of a dwelling (Saharna “Tiglau”, experimental archaeology,
by Niculita, Nicic 2014); 2 - burnt clay fragments from the walls of
structure no. 4 from Saharna Mare (by Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016);
3 - the arrangement of fire from the Saharna Mare cult complex,
researched in 2010 (photo by S. Matveev).
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Fig. 5. Piese din lut de la Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii” (1, 2 - fusaiole; 3 - lingura pentru turnat; 4 - creuzet; 5 - figurina
antropomorfd; 6, 7 - stante pentru decorarea ceramicii (fragmente).

Fig. 5. Pieces of clay from Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii” (1, 2 - spindle whorls; 3 - ladle for pouring molten metal; 4 - crucible; 5 -
anthropomorphic figurine; 6, 7 - tools for decorating pottery (fragments).

6-7
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a fost Intrebuintat la amenajarea instalatiilor de foc
(vetre si cuptoare) (Niculita, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 104-
106, fig. 95-96; Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 26-27, fig. 111-
113; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bit 2016, 63, 174, fig. 41; 117;
Niculita et al. 2019, 277, fig. 24/2), ale caror vestigii
sunt descoperite Tn asezdrile epocii fierului din
microzona Saharna (fig. 4/3).

La Saharna, in aceastd perioadd, argila era folosita si
n calitate de materie primd pentru confectionarea
diferitor ustensile (fusaiole, stante pentru decorarea
ceramicii, creuzete etc.) (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndaut 2008,
176-177, 181-189, fig. 53/5-10; 152-156; 157/1-3;
Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 168-171, fig. 16/2-14; 18/4-

14; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 406-408, 415-420,

fig. 66; 148; Niculita et al. 2019, 313-316), figurine
antropomorfe si zoomorfe (Niculita, Zanoci, Arndut
2008, 189-190, fig. 157/4-6; Niculita, Nicic 2014, 168-
170, fig. 16/1; 18/1; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2026, 409,
420), precum si pentru modelarea vaselor! (fig. 5).

Nisipul este o rocd sedimentard neconsolidata,

cu semnificatie granulometrica, provenita din
fragmentarea unor minerale, roci sau organisme,

care se prezintd sub forma de granule cu diametrul

de 0,063-2,0 mm, avand drept component principal
cuartul (Si0,). Utilizarea de bazd este in calitate de
material de constructie adjuvant sau de liant in cadrul
unor constructii defensive. In microzona Saharna,
nisipul a fost folosit In structura ,valului” de pe latura
de vest (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndaut 2008, 89, pl. 7) si a

' Detalii cu privire la confectionarea ceramicii in microzona Saharna
a se vedea 1n: Zanoci et al. 2020, cu bibliografia; Bat, Zanoci 2021, cu
bibliografia.

(below 52%), according to the American classification
system (Conea, Vintild, Canarache 1977, 262). Loam is
friable when dry, but has high plasticity when wet, having
the same uses as clay. Loam deposits of various types

and clay deposits appear more frequently in the Saharna
microregion on the plateaus on the western side, further
from the Dniester canyon, especially in the perimeter

of the sites Saharna “Rude” and Saharna Mare / “Dealul
Manastirii”, but in the sectors with more rugged relief - and
in outcrops (fig. 3/2). Clay and material from clayey, loamy-
clayey, clayey-sandy deposits can be used in construction,
directly or after a certain processing (for plaster, plastering,
lining, etc.).

The archaeological evidence of the use of clay in the
construction of houses (especially for plastering the
wooden casing) (fig. 4/1) is materialized by the presence,
both in the first and second Iron Age dwelling levels, of
fragments of burnt clay with stick prints (fig. 4/2) (Niculita,
Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 103, fig. 92; Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 19-
22, fig. 90-94; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 117-180, fig. 115;
116; 120; 121; 123; Niculita et al. 2019, 257, 280, fig. 27;
35/9, 10). Also, this construction material was used to set
up fire installations (hearths and ovens/kilns) (Niculitd,
Zanoci, Arndaut 2008, 104-106, fig. 95-96; Niculita, Nicic
2014, 26-27, fig. 111-113; Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 63,
174, fig. 41; 117; Niculitd et al. 2019, 277, fig. 24/2), whose
vestiges are discovered in the Iron Age settlements of the
Saharna microregion (fig. 4/3).

In Saharna, during this period, clay was also used as a
raw material for the manufacture of various utensils
(spindle whorls, stamps for decorating pottery, crucibles,
etc.) (Niculita, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 176-177, 181-189,

93



94

Rocile prezente in siturile arheologice ale epocii fierului din microzona Saharna si utilizarea lor

Lvalului” bastionului central (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut
2008, 96-97, pl. 5) ale cetatii Saharna Mare din sec. IV-
I1II a. Chr. De asemenea, nisipul a fost atestat si la baza
,valului” de incintd (Niculita et al. 2016, 268, fig. 172;
184/1) si cel al bastionului central (Niculitd, Zanoci,
Arnaut 2008, 25-26, pl. 1) de la fortificatia getica
Saharna Mica.

Loessul este o rocd de origine sedimentard eoliang,
alcdtuitd din praf argilos, nisip fin (cca 20-50%) si
particule argiloase, continand cca 50-75% cuart

(Si0,), 10-20% minerale argiloase, panad la 20%
carbonat de calciu, 2-10% feldspati si alte minerale.
De obicei, loessul este nestratificat, n concretiuni, iar
structura poroasd poate fi explicatd prin granulele mai
mari de nisip, care au ajuns in structura loessului.
Depozitele loessoide au fost constatate indeosebi

Tn perimetrul sitului Saharna ,Tigldu”. Loessul si
materialul loessoid nu au o pretabilitate sporita

ca material de constructie, nici pentru modelarea
ceramicii. Insa poate fi folosit atat ca adaos/adjuvant
n lianti, cat si in calitate de emplecton al unor
constructii defensive, cum ar fi, de exempluy, ,valul”
cetatii Saharna Mica (Niculita et al. 2016, 268, fig. 172;
184/1).

Calcarul (CaCO,) este de origine biogend, de varsta
sarmatianului mediu (etajul Basarabean) si formeaza,
Tn microzona Saharna, un strat gros de cca 100-150 m.
Depozitele afloreaza pe versantii abrupti ai Nistrului

si ai afluentilor acestuia (Saharna, Buciusca s.a.),

Tn unele ravene, formand, in acelasi timp, si soclul
sedimentar al teritoriului microzonei. Calcarul este

de diferit tip (preponderent cochilifer si oolitic), iar in

fig. 53/5-10; 152-156; 157/1-3; Niculita, Nicic 2014, 168-
171, fig. 16/2-14; 18/4-14; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016,
406-408, 415-420, fig. 66; 148; Niculita et al. 2019, 313-
316), anthropomorphic and zoomorphic figurines (Niculita,
Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 189-190, fig. 157/4-6; Niculitd, Nicic
2014, 168-170, fig. 16/1; 18/1; Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2026,
409, 420), as well as for pottery making' (fig. 5).

Sand is an unconsolidated sedimentary rock, with
granulometric significance, originating from the
fragmentation of some minerals, rocks or organisms and
which is presented in the form of granules with a diameter
of 0.063-2.0 mm, having quartz as its main component
(Si0,). The main use is as an auxiliary building material,

or as a binder in defensive constructions. In the Saharna
microregion, sand was used for the rampart construction
on the west side (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 89, pl. 7), as
well in the structure of the central bastion (Niculitd, Zanoci,
Arndut 2008, 96-97, pl. 5) of the Saharna Mare hillfort from
the IVl BC. Sand was also attested at the base of the
enclosure wall (Niculita et al. 2016, 268, fig. 172; 184/1)
and that of the central bastion (Niculita, Zanoci, Arndut
2008, 25-26, pl. 1) from the Getic fortification Saharna
Mica.

Loess is a rock of aeolian sedimentary origin, composed

of clayey dust, fine sand (approximative 20-50%) and clay
particles, containing approximate 50-75% quartz (Si0,), 10-
20% clay minerals, up to 20% calcium carbonate, 2-10%
feldspars and other minerals. Loess is usually unstratified,
in concretions, and the porous structure can be explained

" Details on pottery making in the Saharna microzone see in: Zanoci et al.
2020, with the bibliography; Bat, Zanoci 2021, with the bibliography.
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unele sectoare apare intercalat cu marna, indeosebi,
cu marna calcaroasd - o rocd ,de tranzitie” intre argila
si calcar, de obicei, friabild, de culoare deschisa (de la
alb la cenusiu).

Piatra de calcar a fost utilizatd pe larg de comunitatile
din epoca fierului din microzona Saharna, atat in
calitate de material de constructie, cat si ca materie
primd pentru confectionarea a diferite ustensile.

Cel mai frecvent ea a fost folosita la edificarea
constructiilor defensive. Astfel, inca in prima epoca

a fierului, piatra apare tn umplutura ,zidurilor” de

la Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Mdnastirii” (Niculitd,
Zanoci, Bat 2016, 47-50, fig. 27/1, 2, 4), Saharna
,Rude” (Zanoci et al. 2022, 191, fig. 14/1, 2) si Saharna
,Tiglau” (Zanoci 2021, 51-52). Aceasta reprezinta
bucati de calcar neprelucrat (fig. 6/1, 2), de dimensiuni
nu prea mari, si a fost utilizatd, de rand cu pamantul,
Tn emplectonul structurilor defensive, ce constau din
doud paramente din barne de lemn (fig. 6/3). La fel,

Fig. 6. Utilizarea pietrei de calcar la edificarea constructiei
defensive a fortificatiei din prima epoca a fierului Saharna
,2Rude”: 1 - daramatura ,zidului”; 2 - piatra din ,zid"; 3 - variantd
de reconstituire a ,zidului”.

Fig. 6. The use of limestone in the construction of a defensive
structure of the Early Iron Age fortification at Saharna “Rude”:

1 - the “wall” ruins; 2 - stone from the “wall”; 3 - the “wall”
reconstruction variant.
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Fig. 7. Utilizarea pietrei de calcar la edificarea constructiilor defensive a fortificatiei getice Saharna Mare: 1 - ,zidul” de pe latura de vest;
2 - ,zidul” bastionului de sud; 3 - ,zidul” de pe latura de est; 4 - ,zidul” de pe latura de sud; 5 - blocuri de piatra din constructia ,zidului” de
pe latura de sud; 6 - varianta de reconstituire a ,zidului” de pe latura de vest (dupa Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008; Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016).
Fig. 7. The use of limestone in the construction of the defensive structures of the Saharna Mare Getic fortification: 1 - the “wall” on the west side;
2 - the “wall” of the southern bastion; 3 - the “wall” on the east side; 4 - the “wall” on the south side; 5 - stone blocks from the construction of the
“wall” on the south side; 6 - reconstruction variant of the “wall” on the west side (by Niculita, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016).
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ea era folosita si pentru fixarea in gropi a barnelor
verticale din constructia ,zidului” (Zanoci et al. 2022,
191, fig. 14/4, 5).

Incepand cu cea de-a doua epoci a fierului, cantitatea
de piatrd folosita in constructiile defensive, creste
semnificativ. De asemenea, devin mai mari si
dimensiunile blocurilor de calcar (pana la 80x50x40
cm), unele dintre ele fiind prelucrate sumar (fig. 7/5).
In aceasta perioadd, piatra apare, mai frecvent, sub
forma unor nuclee compacte, fara urme de zidarie,
amplasate Tn interiorul ,valurilor”. Astfel, la cetatea
geticd Saharna Mare, ea a fost utilizata Tn cantitati
mari la edificarea ,valului” de pe latura de vest?

(fig. 7/1), a ,valurilor” bastionului central si a celui
de sud (fig. 7/2) (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008, 91,
94, 97, pl. 5-7, foto 15-16). Totodatd, calcarul a fost
folosit si la consolidarea ,zidului” de pe marginile de
nord, est si sud ale fortificatiei (fig. 7/3, 4), precum

si a bastioanelor semicirculare de pe latura de est
(Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 163-167, fig. 109; 111).
Desi mai rar, n aceastd perioadd, piatra incepe sa fie
zidita (fard urme de liant), la baza unor constructii
defensive. De exemplu, un soclu din piatrd de calcar
a avut bastionul amplasat langa poarta de nord a
cetdtii Saharna Mare (fig. 8/1, 2, 4) (Zanoci, Bat 2021,
221-223, fig. 6-7), precum si bastionul de pe latura
de est (fig. 8/3) a fortificatiei Saharna ,La Sant” I
(Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 354-358, fig. 251; 252).
De asemenea, in microzona Saharna a fost cercetat si
zidul bastionului de nord-est al cetdtii Saharna Micsg,

2De exemplu, din portiunea cercetatd, cu latimea de 2 m, a ,valului” de pe
latura de vest a fost recuperata o cantitate de piatrd, a carui volum total a
fost estimat la 6 m®.

by the larger sand grains that have reached the loess
structure. The loessoid deposits were found especially

in the perimeter of the Saharna “Tiglau” site. Loess and
loessoid material do not have an increased suitability

as a building material, as well as for modeling ceramics.
However, it can be used both as an addition/adjuvant in
binders and as an emplecton of some defensive structure,
such as for example the wall of the Saharna Mica hillfort
(Niculita et al. 2016, 268, fig. 172; 184/1).

Limestone (CaCO,) is of biogenic origin, of the middle
Sarmatian age (Bessarabian stage) and forms a thick
layer of about 100-150 m in the Saharna microregion. The
deposits outcrop on the steep slopes of the Dniester and
its tributaries (Saharna, Buciusca etc.), in some ravines,
forming at the same time the sedimentary base of the
territory of the microregion. The limestone is of different
types (mainly shelly and oolitic), and in some sectors it
occurs interspersed with marl, especially calcareous marl -
a “transitional” rock between clay and limestone, usually
friable, light in color (from white to grey).

Limestone was widely used by the Iron Age communities of
the Saharna microregion, both as a building material and
as a raw material for making various utensils.

It was most frequently used in the construction of
defensive constructions. Thus, even in the Early Iron Age,
the stone appears in the filling of the “walls” at Saharna
Mare / “Dealul Manastirii” (Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016,
47-50, fig. 27/1, 2, 4), Saharna “Rude” (Zanoci et al. 2022,
191, fig. 14/1, 2) and Saharna “Tiglau” (Zanoci 2021,
51-52). This represents pieces of unprocessed limestone
(fig. 6/1, 2), not too large in size, and was used together
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Fig. 8. Utilizarea pietrei de calcar la edificarea ,zidurilor” bastioanelor: 1, 2 - portii de nord de la Saharna Mare (dupa Zanoci, Bat 2021);
3 - de la Saharna ,La Sant” I (dupa Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016); 4 - varianta de reconstituire a bastionului portii de nord de la Saharna
Mare (dupa Zanoci, Bat 2021).

Fig. 8. The use of limestone in building the “walls” of the bastions: 1, 2 - the northern gates from Saharna Mare (by Zanoci, Bat 2021); 3 - from
Saharna ,La Sant” | (by Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016); 4 - variant of the reconstruction of the bastion of the northern gate from Saharna Mare
(by Zanoci, Bat 2021).
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care a fost construit din piatrad de calcar neprelucrata
si a cdrui Tndltime s-a pastrat pand la cca 1,0-1,8 m
(Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, fig. 2; Zanoci, Bat 2021,
227-228, fig. 13/2).

Piatra de calcar apare si in stratul de daramaturd® al
unor locuinte (nr. 1, nr. 5, nr. 6) din nivelul getic de
locuire de la Saharna Mare (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut
2008, 103, fig. 92/1, 3; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 176-
183, fig. 120; 123).

La fel, piatra a fost folosita drept baza pentru unele
vetre din lut, atdt din prima epoca a fierului - Saharna
,Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 26-27, fig. 112; 113) si
Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manadstirii” (Niculita, Zanoci,
Bat 2016, 148-149, fig. 98-99), cat si din sec. IV-III

a. Chr. - Saharna Mare (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008,
104-106, fig. 95/4-6, 9, 10; 96/4, 7).

La Saharna Mare, piatra a fost utilizata si pentru
placarea fundurilor unor gropi de provizii (Niculitd,
Zanoci, Bat 2016, 203, fig. 139/1).

Desi mai rar, calcarul putea fi utilizat si la
confectionarea unor piese mdrunte (fig. 9), cum ar fi
rondelele (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 181, fig. 72/4;
151/7, 8; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 405, fig. 51/3;
65/19; Niculitd et al. 2019, 311, fig. 11/3) si bilele de

%Ce rol a avut piatra la edificarea acestor locuinte este dificil de stabilit. Se
poate presupune ca unele bucati de piatra puteau fi folosite la fixarea in
gropi a parilor de lemn de la carcasa constructiilor. Ins3, in unele asezari
din aceastd perioada - Butuceni (Niculitd, Teodor, Zanoci 2002, 40, fig. 58;
Arndut 2003, 34-35, fig. 8-9), Hansca ,Caprarie” (Huxynuus 1987, 97-

98) s.a. - calcarul a fost utilizat la edificarea fundamentelor locuintelor
(Zanoci 2002, 277-280).

with earth in the emplecton of the defensive structures,
which consisted of two facings of wooden beams (fig. 6/3).
In the same way, it was also used for fixing the vertical
beams in the “wall” construction in the pits (Zanoci et al.
2022,191, fig. 14/4, 5).

Starting with the Late Iron Age, the amount of stone

used in defensive constructions increases significantly.
Also, the sizes of the limestone blocks become larger (up
to 80x50x40 cm), some of them being processed briefly
(fig. 7/5). During this period, the stone appears, more
frequently, in the form of compact cores, without traces of
masonry, located inside the walls. Thus, at the Getic hillfort
Saharna Mare, it was used in large quantities to build the
“walls” on the west side? (fig. 7/1) and those of the central
and southern bastions (fig. 7/2) (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut
2008, 91, 94, 97, pl. 5-7, foto 15-16). Limestone was also
used to strengthen the “wall” on the northern, eastern and
southern edges of the fortification (fig. 7/3, 4), as well as
the semicircular bastions on the eastern side (Niculita,
Zanoci, Bat 2016, 163-167, fig. 109; 111). Although less
often, during this period, the stone begins to be built
(without traces of binder), at the base of some defensive
constructions. For example, a limestone plinth had the
bastion, located near the northern gate of the Saharna
Mare hillfort (fig. 8/1, 2, 4) (Zanoci, Bat 2021, 221-223,
fig. 6-7), as well as the bastion on the eastern side (fig. 8/3)
of the Saharna fortification “La Sant” I (Niculitd, Zanoci,
Bat 2016, 354- 358, fig. 251; 252). Also, in the Saharna
microregion, the wall of the north-eastern bastion of the
Saharna Mica hillfort was investigated, which was built of

2For example, a quantity of stone, the total volume of which was estimated
at 6 m?, was recovered from the surveyed 2 m wide trench of the rampart on
the west side
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Fig. 9. Piese confectionate din piatra de calcar. Saharna Mare / ,Dealul
Manastirii”: 1, 2 - rondele; 3, 4 - bile de prastie.

Fig. 9. Objects made of limestone. Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii™: 1, 2 -
rings; 3, 4 - sling balls.

prastie* (Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 405, fig. 30/6;
65/20), atestate In asezarea din prima epoca a fierului
Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii”.

“Bilele de prastie, confectionate din piatra de calcar, sunt cunoscute si in
siturile getice de la Mascauti ,Dealul cel Mare” (Zanoci 2004, 51, fig. 15),
Brad s.a. (Mandescu 2007).

unprocessed limestone, the height of which was preserved
up to approximative 1.0-1.8 m (Niculita, Zanoci, Arnaut
2008, fig. 2; Zanoci, Bat 2021, 227-228, fig. 13/2).

Limestone also occurs in the rubble layer® of some homes
(no. 1, no. 5, no. 6) from the Getic level of living from
Saharna Mare (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 103, fig. 92/1,
3; Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 176-183, fig. 120; 123).

The stone was also used as a base for some clay hearths,
both from the Early Iron Age - Saharna “Tigldu” (Niculita,
Nicic 2014, 26-27, fig. 112; 113) and Saharna Mare /
“Dealul Manastirii” (Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 148-149,
fig. 98-99) -, as well as from the IV-IIl BC - Saharna Mare
(Niculita, Zanoci, Arndaut 2008, 104-106, fig. 95/4-6, 9, 10;
96/4, 7).

At Saharna Mare, the stone was also used to cover the
bottoms of supply pits (Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 203,
fig. 139/1).

Although less often, limestone could also be used to make
small objects (fig. 9), such as rings of rondelles (Niculita,
Zanoci, Arnaut 2008, 181, fig. 72/4;151/7, 8; Niculita,
Zanoci, Bat 2016, 405, fig. 51/3; 65/19; Niculita et al.
2019, 311, fig. 11/3) and sling stones* (Niculitd, Zanoci, Bdt

3\What role the stone played in the construction of these dwellings is

difficult to determine. It can be assumed that some pieces of stone could
have been used to fix in the postholes the wooden posts from the timber
building. However, in some settlements from this period - Butuceni (Niculita,
Teodor, Zanoci 2002, 40, fig. 58; Arndut 2003, 34-35, fig. 8-9), Hansca
“Caprarie” (Hukymmus 1987, 97-98) etc. - the limestone was used to build the
foundations of the dwellings (Zanoci 2002, 277-280).

“Sling stones, made of limestone, are also known in Getic sites from
Mascauti “Dealul cel Mare” (Zanoci 2004, 51, fig. 15), Brad etc. (Mandescu
2007).
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Fig. 10. Piese confectionate din psefit (,piatra de rau”): 1-4 - cute; 5, 6 - lustruitoare (1, 2, 4-6 - Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii’; 3 -
Saharna ,Rude”).

Fig. 10. Objects made of psephyte (‘river stone”): 1-4 - whetstone; 5, 6 - polishers (1, 2, 4-6 - Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii”; 3 -
Saharna “Rude”).
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Psefitul este un termen textural, care desemneaza
depozitele sedimentare de origine detriticd, grosiere
(cu dimensiuni avand diametrul de peste 2,0 mm)

si cu un grad diferit de consolidare, reprezentate in
microzona Saharna de pietris, prundis, conglomerate,
de regula, pe terasele Nistrului si in depozitele
aluviale.

Cel mai frecvent pentru confectionarea unor ustensile
este utilizatd asa-numita piatra de rau. Din ea,

pe parcursul epocii fierului, au fost lucrate cute,
utilizate la ascutirea uneltelor din metal, precum

si lustruitoare, folosite pentru netezirea suprafetei
vaselor ceramice. Numeroase piese de acest fel

(fig. 10) au fost descoperite, practic, in toate siturile
din microzona Saharna (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut
2008, 180-181, fig. 149/1, 3, 7; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat
2016, 414, fig. 110/2; 128/12; Niculita et al. 2019, 312,
fig. 31/1-5, 8, 9; 46/6, 9-11, 13-17; Zanoci et al. 2022,
fig. 18/1-5), dar si in alte asezdri din aceasta perioadd
(Kaury6a 2000, puc. XXVIIL; Kasuba, Haheu, Levitki
2000, pl. XXXVTI; etc.).

Roci de origine alohtona ex situ

Rocile alohtone sunt acelea care s-au format pe

un alt teritoriu si au fost deplasate fatd de locul
initial de geneza, ajungand in depozitele din limitele
siturilor arheologice, ca rezultat al unor procese
naturale (eroziune, dezagregare, denudatie etc.) sau cu
implicarea omului. Ele sunt reprezentate, in siturile
microzonei Saharna, de gresie, silex sau cremene,
sisturi cristaline, jasp s.a.

2016, 405, fig. 30/6; 65/20), attested in the First Iron Age
settlement Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii”.

Psephite is a textural term that designates the sedimentary
deposits of detrital origin, coarse (with dimensions having
a diameter of over 2,0 mm) and varying degrees of
consolidation, represented in the Saharna microregion by
gravel, pebbles, conglomerates, as a rule, on the terraces of
the Dniester and in alluvial deposits.

The so-called river stone is most frequently used for
making utensils. From it, during the Iron Age, whetstones
were made, used for sharpening metal tools, as well as
polishers, for smoothing the surface of ceramic vessels.
Numerous pieces of this kind (fig. 10) were discovered in
practically all the sites in the Saharna microregion (Niculita,
Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 180-181, fig. 149/1, 3, 7; Niculitd,
Zanoci, Bt 2016, 414, fig. 110/2; 128/12; Niculit3 et al.
2019, 312, fig. 31/1-5, 8, 9; 46/6, 9-11, 13-17; Zanoci et al.
2022, fig. 18/1-5), but also in other settlements from this
period (Kawy6a 2000, puc. XXVIII; KaSuba, Haheu, Levitki
2000, pl. XXXVI; etc.).

The ex situ allochthonous origin rocks

Allochthonous rocks are those that were formed on
another territory and were displaced from the original
place of genesis, reaching the deposits within the limits
of archaeological sites as a result of natural processes
(erosion, disaggregation, denudation, etc.) or with the
involvement of man. They are represented in the sites of
the Saharna microregion by sandstone, flint, crystalline
schist, jasper, etc.
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Dintre acestea, mai des apare gresia - roca
sedimentara detriticd, consolidatd, formatd din
granule de diverse minerale (cuart, feldspati s.a.),
legate de un liant. in perimetrul microzonei,
fragmente de gresie pot fi gasite ocazional in unele
depozite de alte roci, neconsolidate (nisip, psefit, loess,
depozite de terasa, depuneri aluviale, deluviale etc.)
sau in lunca Nistrului, transportate de apa raului.
Zacaminte si aflorimente de gresie mai apropiate
de Saharna sunt langa satele Egoreni si Cosauti din
raionul Soroca, in proximitatea albiei Nistrului si in
amonte, fiind exploatate si in prezent.

Gresia este de diferite tipuri si are diverse utiliziri. In
microzona Sahama, aceastd roca a fost folositd pe larg,
atat In prima, cat si in a doua epoca a fierului. Gratie
duritdtii, gresia a fost intrebuintata in procesul de rasnire
a cerealelor, din ea fiind lucrate asa-numitele pietre de
rasnite si percutoare (fig. 11/1, 2). Astfel de piese au fost
descoperite la Saharna ,Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 59-
60, fig. 13/10; 125/1), Saharma Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii”
(Niculita, Zanoci, Amaut 2008, 80, 181, fig. 70/4; 150;
Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 405, 415, fig. 65/16; 147/1,

2, 4-8; Niculita et al. 2019, 311, fig. 15/3; 18/3, 7; 21/7;
30/7-9; 31/10; 46/1, 2), Sahama ,La Sant” (Niculitd,
Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 158, fig. 168/7) etc.

De asemenea, din gresie au fost confectionate
numeroase cute (fig. 11/4), de diferite forme si
dimensiuni (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008, 172, 176,
180-181, fig. 31/2, 3; 51/9; 149/2, 6, 8, 9; Niculita,
Zanoci, Bat 2016, 405, 414, fig. 65/13; 118/5; 146/2-
4, 8-10; Niculitd et al. 2019, 310, 312, fig. 15/4; 18/2;
37/4;31/6,7;46/4,5,7, 8, 15).

Among these, sandstone is the most common - detrital,
consolidated sedimentary rock, made up of grains of
various minerals (quartz, feldspars, etc.), bound together
by a binder. In the perimeter of the microregion,
fragments of sandstone can occasionally be found in some
unconsolidated deposits of other rocks (sand, psephite,
loess, terrace deposits, alluvial, diluvial deposits, etc.) or
in the Dniester floodplain, transported by the river water.
Sandstone deposits and outcrops closer to Saharna are
near the villages of Egoreni and Cosauti in the Soroca
district, in the vicinity of the Dniester riverbed, and
upstream, being exploited even today.

Sandstone is of various types and has various uses. In the
Saharna microregion, this rock was widely used in both
the Early and Late Iron Ages. Thanks to its hardness, the
sandstone was used in the process of grinding grains, the
so-called grinding stones and percussion stones being
made from it (fig. 11/1, 2). Such pieces were discovered at
Saharna “Tiglau” (Niculita, Nicic 2014, 59-60, fig. 13/10;
125/1), Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii” (Niculitd, Zanoci,
Arndut 2008, 80, 181, fig. 70/4; 150; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat
2016, 405, 415, fig. 65/16; 147/1, 2, 4-8; Niculita et al.
2019, 311, fig. 15/3; 18/3, 7; 21/7; 30/7-9; 31/10; 46/1, 2),
Saharna “La Sant” (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 158,

fig. 168/7) etc.

Also, many whetstones were made from sandstone

(fig. 11/4), of different shapes and sizes (Niculitd, Zanoci,
Arnaut 2008, 172, 176, 180-181, fig. 31/2, 3; 51/9; 149/2,
6, 8, 9; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 405, 414, fig. 65/13;
118/5; 146/2-4, 8-10; Niculita et al. 2019, 310, 312,

fig. 15/4;18/2;37/4;31/6, 7, 46/4,5, 7, 8, 15).
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Fig.
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2-4

11. Piese confectionate din gresie. Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Mdnastirii™: 1 - piatra de rasnitd; 2 - percutor; 3 - topor; 4 - cute.

Fig. 11. Objects made of sandstone. Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii”: 1 - grindstone; 2 - hammer; 3 - axe; 4 - whetstone.

La fel se remarca un ,topor” (fig. 11/3), descoperit
ntr-o constructie (nr. 4) din cetatea geticd Saharna
Mare (Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 414, fig. 118/6).

Silexul sau cremeneaq, avand dimensiuni de la cativa
centimetri si mai mari, apare mai rar in siturile
microzonei Saharna. Astfel de fragmente pot fi gasite
ocazional in unele depozite de roci neconsolidate
(nisip, psefit, marnd, depuneri aluviale, deluviale etc.)
sau in lunca Nistrului, transportate de apa raului.

There is also an “axe” (fig. 11/3), discovered in a structure
(no. 4) in the Getic citadel Saharna Mare (Niculita, Zanoci,
Bat 2016, 414, fig. 118/6).

Flint, several centimeters and larger in size, occurs

less frequently in the Saharna microregion sites.

Such fragments can occasionally be found in some
unconsolidated rock deposits (sand, psephite, marl,
alluvial, diluvial deposits, etc.) or in the Dniester floodplain,
transported by the river water. Larger accumulations of
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Fig. 12. Piese confectionate din silex (1, 4 - Saharna ,Tiglau”; 2, 3 - Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii”; 5, 6 - Saharna ,Rude”; 7 - Saharna

,La Sant”).

Fig. 12. Objects made of flint (1, 4 - Saharna “Tiglau”; 2, 3 - Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii”; 5, 6 - Saharna “Rude”; 7 - Saharna “La Sant”).

Acumulari mai mari de silex In proximitatea Saharnei
sunt in aflorimente pe versantii Nistrului tn amonte,
de exemplu, 1anga localitatile Vadul-Rascov (raionul
Soldanesti), Sandtduca (raionul Floresti), orasul
Soroca s.a.

De reguld, piesele din silex sunt concentrate in
nivelurile de locuire atribuite primei epoci a fierului si
sunt reprezentate de diferite unelte, arme, podoabe si
unele semifabricate (fig. 12). Categoria uneltelor este
documentata prin ddltitele descoperite la Saharna
,Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 59, fig. 13/4) si Saharma

flint in the vicinity of Saharna are in outcrops on the slopes
of the Dniester upstream, for example near the localities
of Vadul-Rascov (Soldanesti district), Sanatauca (Floresti
district), the city of Soroca, etc.

As a rule, the flint pieces are concentrated in the occupation
levels attributed to the early Iron Age and are represented
by various tools, weapons, ornaments and some semi-
manufactures (fig. 12). The category of tools is documented
by the chisels discovered at Saharna “Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic
2014, 59, fig. 13/4) and Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii”
(Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 409-410, fig. 94/2). Weapons,
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3 4

Fig. 13. Piese confectionate din roci cristaline: 1, 2 - sceptre; 3, 4 - topoare (1, 4 - Saharna Mare; 2 - Saharna Micg; 3 - Saharna , Tiglau”).

Fig. 13. Objects made of crystalline rocks: 1, 2 - scepters; 3, 4 - axes (1, 4 - Saharna Mare; 2 - Saharna Micg; 3 - Saharna “Tiglau”).
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Mare / ,Dealul Mdnastirii” (Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016,
409-410, fig. 94/2). Armele, reprezentate de varfuri de
sageti si de lance, au fost atestate la Saharna ,Tiglau”
(Niculita, Nicic 2014, 63-64, fig. 13/3, 5; 17/6) si
Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Mdnadstirii” (Niculitd, Zanoci,
Bdt 2016, 405-406, fig. 65/18). Podoabe (pandantive) au
fost descoperite la Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii”
(Niculita, Zanoci, Arndaut 2008, 181, fig. 158/6; Niculitd,
Zanoci, Bat 2016, 406, 415, fig. 65/12; 147/9) si la
Saharna ,Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 64, fig. 13/1).

De asemenea, in siturile de la Saharna ,Tiglau”
(Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 59-60, 63-64, fig. 13/2-9; 17/6),
Saharna ,Rude” (Zanoci, Bat 2020, 5-6, fig. 20/1-4)

si Saharna Mica (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008, 172,
fig. 10/13) au fost identificate unele lame de silex,
considerate drept semifabricate.

Foarte rar in siturile microzonei Saharna au fost

gdsite fragmente de sist cristalin - roca de origine
metamorficd, durd, de diferite culori. Zdcaminte de
sisturi cristaline mai apropiate de Saharna sunt langa
satul Cosauti din raionul Soroca (In carierd), inclusiv in
pragurile din albia Nistrului si Tn amonte, cu precadere
pe malul stang al raului, in Ucraina, fiind cunoscute
exploatdri si in prezent. Din astfel de rocd au fost
confectionate trei piese, descoperite in fortificatiile
getice de la Saharna Mare si Saharna Micd. De la
Saharna Mare provine un fragment de topor (fig. 13/4)
(Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 414, fig. 147/10) si un
fragment de sceptru (fig. 13/1) (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut
2008, 181, fig. 159/2), iar de la Saharna Mica - un
fragment de sceptru (fig. 13/2) (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut
2008, 172, fig. 19/7).

represented by arrowheads and spearheads, were attested
at Saharna “Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 63-64, fig. 13/3,
5;17/6) and Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii” (Niculitd,
Zanoci, Bat 2016, 405-406, fig. 65/18). Ornaments
(pendants) were discovered at Saharna Mare / “Dealul
Manastirii” (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008, 181, fig. 158/6;
Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 406, 415, fig. 65/12; 147/9) and
at Saharna “Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 64, fig. 13/1).

Also, in the sites from Saharna “Tiglau” (Niculita, Nicic
2014, 59-60, 63-64, fig. 13/2-9; 17/6), Saharna ,Rude”
(Zanoci, Bat 2020, 5-6, fig. 20/1-4) and Saharna Mica
(Niculita, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 172, fig. 10/13) some flint
blades were identified, considered as semi-finished.

Very rarely in the sites of the Saharna microregion were
found fragments of crystalline schist - rock of metamorphic
origin, hard, of different colors. Crystalline schist deposits
closer to Saharna are near the village of Cosauti in the
Soroca district (in stone quarry), including in the Dniester
thresholds and upstream, especially on the left bank of the
river, in Ukraine, exploitations being known even today.
Three pieces were made from such rock, discovered in the
Getic fortifications at Saharna Mare and Saharna Mica. A
fragment of an ax comes from Saharna Mare (fig. 13/4)
(Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, 414, fig. 147/10) and a scepter
fragment (fig. 13/1) (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008, 181,
fig. 159/2), and from Saharna Micd - a fragment of a
scepter (fig. 13/2) (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, 172,

fig. 19/7).

In some cases, in the sites of the Saharna microregion,
objects made of other rocks have been found, the
identification of which is not certain. For example, possibly
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In unele cazuri, in siturile microzonei Saharna au fost
gasite obiecte facute din alte roci, identificarea carora
nu este certd. De exemplu, posibil, din anortozit, o roca
magmatica mai rar intdlnitd in subsolul tdrii noastre
(In cristalinul din amonte de orasul Soroca), a fost
confectionat toporul (fig. 13/3), descoperit in asezarea
din prima epoca a fierului de la Saharna ,Tiglau”
(Niculitd, Nicic 2014, 166, fig. 13/6).

Concluzii

n urma cercetarilor geopedologice, coroborate cu cele
arheologice, 1n siturile din microzona Saharna s-a
constatat prezenta unei game largi de roci de origine
atat autohtona (in situ), cat si alohtond (ex situ). Cele
locale, reprezentate de argild, nisip, loess, calcar,
marnd s.a., au servit In calitate de roci parentale ale
solurilor din siturile arheologice, totodatd, constituind
o pretioasa resursd de material de constructie pentru
edificarea elementelor defensive, a locuintelor si a altor
amenajari gospoddresti. Rocile mai dure (gresie, silex,
psefit, sist cristalin, unele varietati de calcar s.a.), dupa
cum ne demonstreaza numadrul mare de piese, au fost
utilizate la confectionarea unor ustensile, necesare in
viata cotidiand a comunitatilor din epoca fierului.

Prezenta unor roci de origine alohtond poate fi pusa in
legatura cu procesele naturale (eroziune, dezagregare,
denudatie etc.), dar nu se exclude si implicarea
omului - transportarea la distantd, prin intermediul
unor relatii de schimb/comert.

from anorthosite, a magmatic rock rarely found in the
subsoil of our country (in the crystalline upstream of the
city of Soroca), the ax was made (fig. 13/3), discovered in

the early Iron Age settlement of Saharna “Tiglau” (Niculitd,
Nicic 2014, 166, fig. 13/6).

Conclusions

Following the geopedological researches, corroborated with
the archaeological ones, the presence of a wide range of
rocks of both autochthonous (in situ) and allochthonous
(ex situ) origin was found in the sites of the Saharna
microregion. The local ones, represented by clay, sand,
loess, limestone, marl, etc., served as parent rocks of

the soils in the archaeological sites, at the same time
constituting a precious resource of construction material
for the construction of defensive elements, homes and
other household arrangements. Harder rocks (sandstone,
flint, psephite, crystalline schist, some varieties of
limestone, etc.), as the large number of pieces prove, were
used to make some utensils, necessary in the daily life of
I[ron Age communities.

The presence of rocks of allochthonous origin can be linked
to natural processes (erosion, disaggregation, denudation,
etc.), but human involvement is not excluded - long-
distance transportation, through exchange/trade relations.
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Cuvinte-cheie: bazinul raului Ciorna, prima epoca a fierului, a doua epoca a fierului, asezare, ceramica modelata cu mana, amfore,
ceramica cu firnis negru.

Rezumat: Cu ocazia permutarii unor colectii muzeale, pastrate in depozitul Muzeului National de Istorie a Moldovei, a fost descoperit
un lot de ceramic3, ce provenea din satul Papauti, raionul Rezina. in primdvara anului 2022 au fost realizate cercetiri de suprafati

n zona acestei localitati, cu scopul localizarii sitului de unde au fost recuperate artefactele si elucidarii contextului arheologic.
Investigatiile de teren au pus in evidenta existenta mai multor niveluri de locuire din epoca fierului, dar si descoperiri din perioada
medievala. Vestigiile de interes arheologic pentru cercetarea noastra sunt redate de cele din epoca fierului: fragmente de la vase
locale lucrate cu mana, precum si fragmente ce provin de la 0 amfora de lkos si de la un vas cu firnis negru. Plecand de la materialele
descoperite, locuirea din prima epoca a fierului poate fi atribuita culturii Saharna (sec. X-IX a. Chr.), iar cea din a doua epocd a
fierului — culturii getice.

Keywords: Ciorna River basin, Early Iron Age, Late Iron Age, settlement, hand-made pottery, amphorae, black-glazed ware.

Abstract: During the relocation of some museum collections kept in the storage of the National Museum of History of Moldova,

an assemblage of pottery found in the village of Papauti, Rezina District, came into the field of our attention. In the spring of 2022,
ground surveys were carried out in the area of this village in order to locate the site where the artifacts were found and to clarify the
archaeological context. The field investigations revealed several occupation layers of the Iron Age, as well as archaeological finds
of the medieval period. Our study considers archaeological objects related to the Iron Age, namely fragments of local hand-made
pottery, as well as fragments of an Ikos amphora and of a black-glazed vessel. Based on the materials found, the habitation of the
Early Iron Age can be attributed to the Saharna culture (10-9* centuries BC), and the habitation of the Late Iron Age belongs to the
Getae culture.

Contextul descoperirii

n luna martie 2022, cu ocazia unor permutdri in
depozitul de ceramicd al Muzeului National de Istorie

a Moldovei, a fost descoperita o cutie din placaj (colet
postal), care continea mai multe fragmente de ceramica
si o scrisoare scrisd de mand, in limba rusa'. Judecand
dupa datele tnscrise pe capacul cutiei (fig. 1/1), coletul

" Cutia a fost descoperita de colegul Sergiu Bodean, muzeograf la Muzeul
National de Istorie a Moldovei, care ne-a transmis-o cu amabilitate,
pentru a fi analizat continutul ei.

The context of the discovery

In March 2022, during permutations in the pottery storage
of the National Museum of History of Moldova, a plywood
box (postal parcel) was discovered, which contained pottery
shards and a letter written by hand in Russian'. According
the data indicated on the lid of the box (fig. 1/1), the

postal parcel was sent in 1984 by losif Goncear (fig. 2),

" The box was found by our colleague Sergiu Bodean, a museum worker at
the National Museum of History of Moldova, who kindly handed it over to
us for analysis of the contents.
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Fig. 1. Capacul coletului postal (1) si scrisoarea (fragment) (2) expediate de losif Goncear la Academia de Stiinte a RSSM.
Fig. 1. The lid of the postal parcel (1) and the letter (fragment) (2) sent by losif Goncear to the Academy of Sciences of the Moldavian SSR.

postal a fost expediat Tn anul 1984 de catre losif Goncear
(fig. 2), destinatarul fiind Academia de Stiinte a RSSM
(sectorul de arheologie)? . Prin scrisoarea (fig. 1/2)

depusa in colet, I. Goncear se adresa cu rugamintea sa

fie stabilita vechimea pieselor ceramice, descoperite n
gradina sa din satul Papauti (Rezina), amplasatd pe malul
abrupt al rdului Ciorna. Ca urmare a analizei continutului
coletului postal, s-a constatat prezenta a 60 fragmente
de ceramicd, dintre care: 28 apartineau primei epoci a
fierului (fig. 5/1-6), 17 (inclusiv un fragment de amfora
greceascd) - celei de-a doua epoci a fierului (fig. 7/1-16) si
15 - perioadei medievale (sec. XV-XVI, XVII-XVIII).

2Tn urma comasdrii, in anul 2005, a Muzeului de Arheologie al Institutului
de Arheologie si Istorie Veche, Academia de Stiinte a Moldovei, cu Muzeul
National de Istorie a Moldovei, colectia de ceramica a fost transferata la
Muzeul National de Istorie a Moldovei.

*Determinare si incadrare cronologica de Gheorghe Postica (Muzeul
National de Istorie a Moldovei).

the recipient was the Academy of Sciences of the MSSR
(archaeology sector)? In the letter (fig. 1/2) attached to
the parcel, I. Goncear asked to establish the age of the
pottery shards found in his garden in the village of Papduti
(Rezina), located on the steep bank of the Ciorna River. As
a result of the study of the contents of the postal parcel,
60 pottery shards were found, of which 28 belonged to the
Early Iron Age (fig. 5/1-6), 17 (including a fragment of a
Greek amphora) belonged to the Late Iron Age (fig. 7/1-16)
and 15 belonged to the period of the Middle Ages (15"-16",
17%-18% centuries)®.

2 After the merger of the Museum of Archeology of the Institute of
Archeology and Ancient History of the Academy of Sciences of Moldova
with the National Museum of History of Moldova in 2005, the collection of
pottery was transferred to the National Museum of History of Moldova.

3 Attribution and dating by Gheorghe Postica (National Museum of History
of Moldova).
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Fig. 2. losif Goncear
(1924-2016). Fotografie
din casa familiei Goncear.

Fig. 2. losif Goncear
(1924-2016). Photo from the
Goncear family house.

Fig. 3. Echipa de cercetare a Centrului de Arheologie ,Ion Niculitd”, impreund cu primarul comunei
Papauti, Oleg Stoler, la poarta gospodariei lui Iosif Goncear (foto M. Bat).

Fig. 3. The research team of the lon Niculita Archeology Center, together with Oleg Stoler, the mayor
of Papauti commune, at the gate of losif Goncear’s house (photo by M. Bat).

Plecand de la aceastd informatie, echipa de cercetare
a Centrului de Arheologie ,lon Niculita” (fig. 3),
Universitatea de Stat din Moldova, s-a deplasat in
localitatea Papauti, raionul Rezina, pentru a localiza
situl din care proveneau materialele arheologice,
expediate de catre losif Goncear. Aici, cu ajutorul
primarului comunei Oleg Stoler, am cdpdtat accesul in
gradina respectiva?, precum si in cea vecinad®, spre vest
(fig. 4), unde au fost realizate cercetdri de suprafata.
Ca urmare, de pe o arie de cca 150x70 m au fost

+Tn prezent, proprietatea lui Victor Goncear, fiul lui losif Concear.
° Proprietar Fiodor Slobodeniuc.

Based on this information, the research team of the lon
Niculita Center for Archeology (fig. 3) of the Moldova State
University went to the village of Papauti in the Rezina
District in order to locate the archaeological site from
which the materials sent by losif Goncear originated. Here,
with the help of the mayor of the commune, Oleg Stoler, we
gained access to the respective garden?, as well as to the
neighboring one®, located to the west (fig. 4), and conducted
field surveys there. As a result, more than 120 pottery
shards were collected from an area of about 150x70 m, of

“Currently the property of Victor Goncear, son of losif Concear.
>Owner Fiodor Slobodeniuc.
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colectate peste 120 fragmente de ceramicd, dintre
care: sase au fost atribuite primei epoci a fierului (fig.
5/7-11), 39 - celei de a doua epoci a fierului (fig. 7/17-
20) si 77 - epocii medievale (sec. XV-XVI, XVII-XVIII)®.
De asemenea, la suprafata solului, in ardturd, au

fost sesizate mai multe fragmente de lut ars, unele

cu amprente de nuiele. Astfel, aceste descoperiri
demonstreaza prezenta aici a urmelor unei asezdri.

Repertoriile arheologice existente (MapxeBuu 1955;
JIanyumHsan, Hukynuis, PomanoBckas 1974; Levitki
1993, 12-13; Kasuba, Haheu, Levitki 2000, 124-125;
etc.) nu mentioneaza niciun sit arheologic in acest
spatiu, ceea ce indica faptul cd asezarea, semnalata de
I. Goncear, nu a fost introdusa in circuitul stiintific.

Cercetari de teren

Asezarea Papauti ,La Goncear” este amplasata la
marginea de nord a localitdtii, pe un promontoriu
format intre malul tnalt si abrupt al Ciornei si o rapa
laterala (fig. 4/2). Situl are o altitudine relativa de cca
90 m fata de albia raului, suprafata lui avand o usoara
expozitie spre nord-est.

Plecand de la materialele colectate de I. Goncear,
precum si de la cele descoperite de noi, se poate
presupune ca situl a fost locuit pe parcursul epocii

°Determinare si incadrare cronologica de Gheorghe Postica (Muzeul
National de Istorie a Moldovei).

’Numele asezarii a fost atribuit, pornind de la faptul ca vestigiile ei se
aflg, in mare parte, pe mosia familiei Goncear, iar cel care a semnalat-o a
fost losif Goncear.

which six belonged to the Early Iron Age (fig. 5/7-11), 39 to
the Late Iron Age (fig. 7/17-20) and 77 to the Middle Ages
(15%-16t%, 17%-18% centuries)®. Also, on the surface of the
soil, in the plowing, several daub fragments with imprints
of twigs. Thus, these finds prove the presence of traces of a
settlement here.

The existing registers of archaeological sites (MapkeBu
1955; NanywHaH, Hukynuy3, PomaHoscKkas 1974; Levitki
1993, 12-13; Kasuba, Haheu, Levitki 2000, 124-125; etc.)
do not mention any archaeological site in this area, which
indicates that the settlement, reported by I. Goncear, was
not introduced into scientific circulation.

Field research

The Papauti “La Goncear” settlement’ is located on the
northern outskirts of the village, on a promontory formed
between the high and steep bank of the Ciorna and a side
ravine (fig. 4/2). The site is located at a relative altitude of
about 90 m above the level of the river bed, its surface has
a slight slope to the northeast.

Based on the materials collected by I. Goncear, as well
as from those discovered by us, it can be assumed that
the site was inhabited during the Iron Age, and in the

6 Attribution and dating by Gheorghe Postica (National Museum of History
of Moldova).

’The site got its name because its remains are located, for the most part, in
the Goncear family estate, and losif Goncear reported about it.
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Fig. 4. Papauti ,La Goncear”. Localizarea sitului arheologic

(1 - http://www.geoportalinds.gov.md; 2 - Google Earth).

Fig. 4. Papauti “La Goncear”. Location of the archaeological site
(1 - http://www.geoportalinds.gov.md; 2 - Google Earth).

medieval period it was part of the current village estate®.
Of increased archaeological interest for our research are
materials characteristic of the two periods of the Iron Age.

8The village is attested, according to some documents, in 1559, and
according to others in 1560 (Esanu et al. 2003, 547; Tabuncic, Vornic 2016,
131). Thus, the medieval pottery, discovered on the site, belonged to the
community of the mentioned locality.



Papauti “La Goncear": the history of an archaeological site forgotten by archaeologists

Prima epoca a fierului

Vestigiile din prima epoca a fierului sunt reprezentate
de 34 de cioburi de ceramica® si un fragment de
figurina antropomorfa.

Fragmentele ceramice au constituit parti din mai
multe categorii de recipiente (strachini, oale si cesti),
modelate din pasta de lut cu degresanti de cioburi
pisate. Arderea lor incompleta si neuniforma le-a
conferit o culoare ce variaza de la cardmiziu la negru.

Printre fragmentele recuperate se evidentiaza trei
buze de la strdchini (fig. 5/1, 7, 8), dintre care doud
decorate prin imprimare atat pe margine, cat si pe
partea exterioara (fig. 5/1, 7). Recipiente similare sunt
bine-cunoscute n siturile, atribuite culturii Saharna,
de la: Alcedar III (Kaury6a 2000, puc. CX/1), Saharna
,Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic 2014, fig. 56/7; 61/8; 62/12),
Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Manastirii” (Niculitd, Zanoci,
Arnaut 2008, fig. 59/5; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016,

fig. 67/5), Tahnauti (Bat 2017, fig. 14/8) etc.

Categoria oalelor este reprezentatd de fragmente

de buza (fig. 5/2), de fragmente de pereti cu decor
imprimat (fig. 5/3), incizat (fig. 5/10) sau in relief

(fig. 5/4, 5, 11) si de fragmente de funduri (fig. 5/6).
Vasele ornamentate cu incizii si/sau imprimeuri
capdtd o larga raspandire in arealul culturilor din
prima epoca a fierului (Ailincai 2011, 143-159; Ailincai
2020), inclusiv in cultura Saharna (Niculitd, Nicic
2014, 91-110, tab. 9-18; Zanoci et al. 2020, fig. 5). De

9 Aici si in continuare au fost luate in calcul atat fragmentele descoperite
in urma perieghezelor din anul 2022, cdt si cele colectate de Iosif Goncear.

Early Iron Age

The remains of the Early Iron Age are represented by 34
pottery shards® and a fragment of an anthropomorphic
figurine.

The pottery shards belonged to several categories of
containers (bowls, pots and cups), made of clay with
crushed shards. Their incomplete and uneven firing gave
them a color ranging from brick to black.

Among the discovered fragments there are three lips of
bowls (fig. 5/1, 7, 8), two of which are decorated with
imprints both along the edge and outside (fig. 5/1, 7).
Similar containers are well known at sites attributed to

the Saharna culture: Alcedar Il (Kawy6a 2000, puc. CX/1),
Saharna “Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic 2014, fig. 56/7; 61/8;
62/12), Saharna Mare / “Dealul Manastirii” (Niculita, Zanoci,
Arnaut 2008, fig. 59/5; Niculita, Zanoci, Bdt 2016, fig. 67/5),
Tahnauti (Bat 2017, fig. 14/8), etc.

The category of pots is represented by lip fragments (fig. 5/2),
wall fragments with stamped (fig. 5/3), incised (fig. 5/10)

or relief (fig. 5/4, 5, 11) decoration, and bottom fragments
(fig. 5/6). Vessels decorated with incisions and/or imprints are
widespread in the area of the Early Iron Age cultures (Ailincai
2011, 143-159; Ailincdi 2020), including in the Saharna
culture (Niculita, Nicic 2014, 91-110, tab. 9-18; Zanoci et

al. 2020, fig. 5). Also often used is a relief ornament in the
form of flattened protrusions, found on vessels from Glinjeni
“La Sant” (TonblieBa, Kawyba 1995, Tab. LII/2, 3), Solonceni
“Hlinaia” (Kawyb6a 2000, puc. LXXXI/1, 2), Saharna Mare /

9Here and below, both the fragments discovered as a result of exploration in
2022 and those collected by losif Goncear were taken into account.
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Fig. 5. Papauti ,La Goncear”. Ceramica din prima epoca a fierului: 1-6 - colectatd de I. Goncear; 7-11 - periegheze 2022.
Fig. 5. Papauti “La Goncear”. Early Iron Age pottery: 1-6 - collected by I. Goncear; 7-11 - 2022 field surveys.

asemenea, este frecvent utilizat si decorul in relief,

in formad de proeminente aplatizate, descoperit pe
vasele de la: Glinjeni ,La Sant” (Tonbliesa, Kauryba
1995, Tab. LIII/2, 3), Solonceni ,Hlinaia” (Kaury6a 2000,
puc. LXXXI/1, 2), Saharna Mare / ,Dealul Mdandstirii”
(Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, fig. 49/11; Niculita et al.
2019, fig. 16/ 4, 8, 15), Saharna ,Tiglau” (Niculitd, Nicic
2014, fig. 28/8, 10, 11) etc.

“Dealul Manastirii” (Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, fig. 49/11;
Niculita et al. 2019, fig. 16/ 4, 8, 15), Saharna “Tiglau”
(Niculita, Nicic 2014, fig. 28/8, 10, 11), etc.

The category of cups is documented, for now, by a
frustoconical knob (fig. 5/9) on the handle of a container.
Cups decorated with such knobs on the handle are
widespread in the area of the Saharna culture, being attested
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Categoria cestilor este documentatd, deocamdata,
printr-un buton tronconic (fig. 5/9) de la toarta
unui recipient. Cestile decorate cu astfel de butoane
pe toartd au o larga raspandire in arealul culturii
Saharna, fiind atestate atat in asezari, cat si in
necropole (Kaury6a 2000, 301-304, puc. XVIII/5-10;
Niculita, Nicic 2014, 82, tab. 4).

Dintre artefactele perioadei se remarcd un fragment

din partea superioard a unei figurine antropomorfe

(?), confectionate din piatrd de calcar (fig. 6)'°. Capul

are lungimea de cca 3,50 cm, continand in partea
superioara un buton de forma tronconicd. Ochii si narile
au fost redate prin scobire, iar gura - printr-o incizie.

Pe pdrtile laterale pot fi observate cite doua incizii

°La momentul de fatd piesa este expusa in muzeul scolii din satul
Papauti. Conform informatiilor directorului institutiei (Ion Mihalachi),
artefactul provine din gradina lui losif Goncear.

Fig. 6. Papauti ,La Goncear”. Fragment de figurina din piatra.
Fig. 6. Papauti “La Goncear”. Fragment of a stone figurine.

both in settlements and in cemeteries (Kawy6a 2000, 301-
304, puc. XVIII/5-10; Niculita, Nicic 2014, 82, tab. 4).

Among the artifacts of this period, a fragment of the upper
part of an anthropomorphic figurine (?), made of limestone,
stands out (fig. 6)'°. The head is about 3.50 cm long, with
a frustoconical knob at the top. The eyes and nostrils were
hollowed out, and the mouth was incised. Two parallel
oblique incisions can be seen on the sides, which probably
represent the ears. For this type of limestone figurines, we
have not yet found analogues in the cultures of the Iron
Age. However, the shape of the upper part of the head is
similar to the truncated knobs with which the handles of
cups characteristic of the Saharna culture were decorated
(fig. 5/9) (Kawyba 2000, 301-304, puc. XVIII/5-10; Niculita,

1% Currently, the item is exhibited in the school museum of Papauti village.
According to lon Mihalachi, the director of the institution, the artifact comes
from the garden of losif Goncear.
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paralele, oblice, care reprezintd, probabil, urechile.
Pentru acest tip de figurine confectionate din calcar nu
am gdsit, deocamdatd, analogii in culturile din epoca
fierului. Tnsa forma partii superioare a capului este
similara cu butoanele tronconice cu care erau decorate
toartele cestilor caracteristice culturii Saharna (fig. 5/9)
(Kawury6a 2000, 301-304, puc. XVIII/5-10; Niculita,
Zanoci, Arndut 2008, fig. 84/1-5; Niculitd, Nicic 2014,
82, tab. 4; Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, fig. 74/19; etc.).

A doua epoca a fierului

Vestigiile din a doua epoca a fierului sunt reprezentate
de 56 de fragmente de ceramicd, dintre care 50 de la
recipiente modelate cu mana si sase - lucrate la roata.

Ceramica modelata cu mana a fost confectionata
din pasta de lut Tn amestec cu samotd. Arderea este
incompletd si neuniformd, iar culoarea variaza de la
caramiziu la cenusiu.

Printre fragmentele recuperate predomina cele de la
oale, reprezentate de pereti cu decor in relief (fig. 7/1,

5-14, 17-20) (proeminente aplatizate si butoni cilindrici),

funduri (fig. 7/15, 16) si o bucata de toarta (fig. 7/17).
Ormamentul in relief, fiind unul specific pentru olaria
geticd, se intalneste frecvent pe vasele din aceasta
perioadd, descoperite la: Mascauti ,,Dealul cel Mare”
(Zanoci 2004, fig. 20), Butuceni (Niculitd, Teodor, Zanoci
2002, fig. 87-88), Glinjeni ,La Sant” (TonbLesa, Kaiyba
1995, Ta6. XCIV/3), Sahama ,La Sant” (Niculita, Zanoci,
Bat 2016, fig. 228/1-7), Saharna Mare (Niculitd et al.
2019, fig. 23/1-7) etc.

Zanoci, Arndut 2008, fig. 84/1-5; Niculita, Nicic 2014, 82,
tab. 4; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, fig. 74/19; etc.).

Late Iron Age

The remains from the Late Iron Age are 56 pottery shards,
of which 50 belong to hand-made containers and six are
fragments of wheel-made vessels.

The hand-made pottery was made from clay mixed with
grog. The firing is incomplete and uneven, and the color
varies from brick to gray.

Among the found shards, those of pots predominate,
represented by walls with a relief ornament (fig. 7/1,
5-14, 17-20) (flattened protrusions and cylindrical knobs),
bottoms (fig. 7/15, 16) and a handle fragment (fig. 7/17).
Relief ornament, characteristic of Getic pottery, is often
found on vessels from this period, found at Mascduti
“Dealul cel Mare” (Zanoci 2004, fig. 20), Butuceni (Niculita,
Teodor, Zanoci 2002, fig. 87-88), Glinjeni “La Sant”
(Tonbuesa, Kawyba 1995, Tab. XCIV/3), Saharna “La Sant”
(Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, fig. 228/1-7), Saharna Mare
(Niculita et al. 2019, fig. 23/1-7), etc.

In addition, two fragments of strainers (fig. 7/2, 3) were
found on the surface of the settlement, similar to those
attested in the Getic occupation layers at the sites of
Saharna Mica (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008, fig. 23/14),
Saharna Mare (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, fig. 138/10;
Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, fig. 125/9; 161/6), Alcedar “La
Cordon” (Kasuba, Haheu, Levitki 2000, pl. XXVIII/4), etc. A
fragment of the lid was also identified (fig. 7/4), the same as
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Fig. 7. Papauti ,La Goncear”. Ceramica din a doua epoca a fierului: 1-16 - colectata de I. Goncear; 17-20 - periegheze 2022.
Fig. 7. Papauti “La Goncear”. Late Iron Age pottery: 1-16 - collected by I. Goncear; 17-20 - 2022 field surveys.
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De asemenea, pe suprafata asezarii au fost descoperite
douad fragmente de strecurdtori (fig. 7/2, 3),
asemanadtoare cu cele atestate in nivelele de locuire
getica din siturile Saharna Mica (Niculitd, Zanoci,
Arndut 2008, fig. 23/14), Saharna Mare (Niculitg,
Zanoci, Arnaut 2008, fig. 138/10; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat
2016, fig. 125/9; 161/6), Alcedar ,La Cordon” (Kasuba,
Haheu, Levitki 2000, pl. XXVII1/4) etc. La fel, a fost
identificat si un fragment de capac (fig. 7/4), intocmai
ca la Saharna Mica (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008,
fig. 24/2-4), Saharna Mare (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arnaut
2008, fig. 141/6-8, 10-12; Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016,

fig. 161/9, 10), Butuceni (Niculitd, Teodor, Zanoci 2002,

fig. 100/1-3), Stohnaia III (Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016,
fig. 237/15) etc.

Ceramica lucratd la roatd este reprezentatd, in
exclusivitate, de fragmente de la recipiente grecesti:
douad fragmente de toarte de amfora (fig. 8/2, 3), doua
fragmente de pereti de amford, partea inferioara,
inclusiv piciorul, al unei amfore (fig. 8/4) si un
fragment de vas cu firnis negru (fig. 8/1).

Dintre acestea, un fragment de picior (fig. 8/4) si

o toarta (fig. 8/2) provin de la o amfora de Ikos'?,
varianta II, dupd S. Monakhov, N. Fedoseev (MoHaxoB,
®denocees 2013a, 260, puc. 4-6; MoHaxos, DefjoceeB
2013b, 559, puc. 2/3, 4). Fragmentele de la Papauti
sunt similare descoperirilor din mormintele nr. 180,

nr. 427 s.a. din necropola Prikubanskiy, reg. Krasnodar,

Rusia, datate in intervalul de timp 340-330 a. Chr.
(MonaxoB v gp. 2021, 92, 94, puc. 141/2; 144/2). De

""Determinare si incadrare cronologicd de Natalia Mateevici (Muzeul
National de Istorie a Moldovei).

in Saharna Micd (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut 2008, fig. 24/2-4),
Saharna Mare (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndaut 2008, fig. 141/6-8,
10-12; Niculita, Zanoci, Bat 2016, fig. 161/9, 10), Butuceni
(Niculitd, Teodor, Zanoci 2002, fig. 100/1-3), Stohnaia Il
(Niculitd, Zanoci, Bat 2016, fig. 237/15), etc.

The wheel-made pottery is represented, exclusively, by
fragments of Greek vessels: two fragments of amphora
handles (fig. 8/2, 3), two fragments of amphora walls, the
lower part, including the foot, of an amphora (fig. 8/4), and
a fragment of black-glazed vessel (fig. 8/1).

Among them, a fragment of a foot (fig. 8/4) and a handle
(fig. 8/2) come from an lkos amphora'', variant Il by

S. Monakhov, N. Fedoseev. The fragments from Papauti are
similar to the finds from graves nos. 180, 427, etc. from the
Prikubansky necropolis, Krasnodar Region, Russia, which
date back to the time interval between 340 and 330 BC.

It should also be noted that such amphorae are not yet
known in the Getic environment of the Eastern Carpathian
area. The closest analogies come from the Scythian burial
complexes on the left bank of the Dniester, which have the
same dating, between the third and fourth quarter of the
4% century BC: the ditch of mound No. 13 from the Butor |
necropolis (CuHuKa, PasymoB, TenbHoB 2013, 74, puc. 51/3),
the ditch of mound No. 9 of the “Sad” group from Glinoe
(CuHmMKa, NbiceHko, TenbHoB 2018, 167, 173, puc. 1/2),
grave 2 /12 (Cunmka, TensbHos 2017, 134, puc. 4/1) and
grave 16/ 1(CuHuKa, MBaleHko, Jlbicenko 2020, 198, puc.
4/3; Cvhnka v gp. 2020, 172, puc. 4/3; Cunvka n gp. 2021,
247, puc. 5/3) from the mounds of the “Vodovod” group
near the village of Glinoe, Slobozia District.

T Attribution and dating by Natalia Mateevici (National Museum of History
of Moldova).
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Fig. 8. Papauti ,La Goncear”. Ceramicd greceascd din perieghezele din 2022.
Fig. 8. Papauti “La Goncear”. Greek pottery discovered during filed syrveys in 2022.

asemenea, trebuie sa mentionam ca astfel de amfore
nu sunt cunoscute, deocamdatd, in mediul getic din
spatiul est-carpatic. Cele mai apropiate analogii provin
din complexele funerare scitice de pe malul stang al
Nistrului, care au aceeasi datare - cumpdna dintre
sfertul trei si patru ale sec. IV a. Chr.: santul tumulului
nr. 13 din necropola Butor I (Cunnka, Pazymos,
TenbHoB 2013, 74, puc. 51/3), santul tumulului nr.

9 din grupul ,Sad” de la Glinoe (CuHuka, JIbiceHxo,

Also, an lkos amphora, but variant I, dated somewhat
earlier (second quarter of the 4" century BC) (MoHaxos,
®epocees 20133, 259-260, puc. 2-3; MoHaxos, Pefocees
2013b, 557, 559, puc. 2/1, 2) was found in grave 18/1 of
the Dubasari burial ground (Ketpapy v gp. 2014, 83, 213-
215, puc. 70/1).

The fragment of a black-glazed handle (fig. 8/1) most likely
belonged to an askos of the deep askoi or shallow askoi
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TenvHoB 2018, 167, 173, puc. 1/2), mormantul 2/12
(CuHuka, TenbHoB 2017, 134, puc. 4/1) si mormantul
16/1 (CuHuxa, ViBaienxo, JibiceHko 2020, 198, puc.
4/3; Cunuka n ap. 2020, 172, puc. 4/3; CuHuka w ap.
2021, 247, puc. 5/3), din tumulii grupului ,Vodovod” de
langd s. Glinoe, raionul Slobozia.

De asemenea, o amfora de Ikos, doar ca varianta I, care
este datata ceva mai timpuriu (al doilea sfert al sec. IV
a. Chr.) (Monaxos, ®enoceeB 20133, 259-260, puc. 2-3;
Monaxos, ®epoceeB 2013b, 557, 559, puc. 2/1, 2) a fost
descoperitd Tn mormantul 18/1 din necropola de la
Dubasari (Ketpapy n nop. 2014, 83, 213-215, puc. 70/1).

Fragmentul de toarta cu firnis negru (fig. 8/1)

este, cel mai probabil, de la un askos de tip deep
askoi sau shallow askoi, recipiente care se raspandesc
din al doilea sfert al sec. V a. Chr. (Sparkes, Talcott
1970, 158, fig. 11/1167, 1174). Exemplarul de la
Papduti poate fi datat, probabil, mai aproape de
sfarsitul secolului V a. Chr.12,

Concluzii

Astfel, plecand de la artefactele descoperite la
suprafata sitului Papauti ,La Goncear”, constatam,
preliminar, ca in prima epoca a fierului aici a existat
0 asezare, care poate fi atribuitd culturii Saharna
(sec. X-IX a. Chr.), iar Tn a doua epocd a fierului -

o0 asezare geticd. Ultima, conform pieselor de import

2 Determinare si incadrare cronologica de Denis Topal (Muzeul National
de Istorie a Moldovei).

type, containers common from the second quarter of the
5% century BC (Sparkes, Talcott 1970, 158, fig. 11/1167,
1174). The Papauti specimen can probably be dated
towards the end of the 5% century BC'

Conclusions

Thus, based on the artifacts found on the surface of the
Papauti “La Goncear” site, we preliminarily note that in the
Early Iron Age there was a settlement here that can be
attributed to the Saharna culture (10"-9% centuries BC), and
in Late Iron Age there was a Getic settlement. The latter,
judging by Greek imports and local pottery, probably existed
between the end of the 5% century BC and the 3™ century BC.

In the Early Iron Age, on the territory of the Papauti
village estate, along with the settlement described, the
one of Papduti “Hlinaia” Il (Zanoci et al. 2022, 11), located
about 1.70 km to the southwest, is also known (fig. 9).
The Mateuti “Curtaia” | settlement (JlTanywHaH, HuKkynuug,
PomaHoBckan 1974, 15; Zanoci, Niculita, Bat 2017, fig. 2),
belonging to the Saharna culture, located on the opposite
bank of the Ciorna, also dates from this period.

During the Late Iron Age, the number of sites in the area of
the current village of Papduti increased significantly (fig. 9).
Thus, the settlements of Papauti “La Goncear”, Papauti |,
Papauti Il, Papauti “Hlinaia” | and a fortification located in the
Papautil Forest are attested here (Zanoci et al. 2022). Other
sites of the Ciorna River basin, such as the fortifications

"2 Attribution and dating by Denis Topal (National Museum of History of
Moldova).
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grecesc si ceramicii autohtone, se incadreaza, probabil,
ntre sfarsitul sec. V a. Chr. si sec. III a. Chr.

In prima epoci a fierului, pe mosia satului Papauti, de
rand cu asezarea descrisd, mai este cunoscutd cea de
la Papduti ,Hlinaia” II (Zanoci et al. 2022, 11), care se
afld la cca 1,70 km spre sud-vest (fig. 9). De asemenea,
din aceastd perioada dateazad si asezarea, atribuitda
culturii Saharna, de la Mateuti ,Curtaia” [ (JTarywHsiH,
Huxynwis, PomanoBckas 1974, 15; Zanoci, Niculita,
Bat 2017, fig. 2), amplasatd pe malul de vizavi al
Ciornei.

n cea de-a doua epoca a fierului, numarul siturilor
n zona actualului sat Papduti creste simtitor (fig. 9).
Astfel, in prezent, aici sunt atestate asezarile Papauti
,La Goncear”, Papduti I, Papauti II, Papduti ,Hlinaia” I
si o fortificatie, localizata in Padurea Papautilor
(Zanoci et al. 2022). In aceeasi perioada sunt datate si
alte situri din bazinul Ciornei, cum ar fi: fortificatiile
Glinjeni ,La Sant” (TonbueBa, Kaury6a 1995), Parcani
»Zanova” si Mihuleni X (Zanoci, Niculita, Bat 2017,
23-24, 34-35, fig. 11, 12, 20), precum si asezarile
Lipceni ,Rapa Zanova’, Mihuleni II, Mihuleni III,
Parcani III etc. (KaSuba, Haheu, Levitki 2000, 123-124;
Zanoci, Niculitd, Bat 2017, 14-22, 33, fig. 6, 20).

Atat siturile din preajma localitatii Papduti, cat si
restul au apartinut, probabil, comunitatilor getice,
care in aceasta perioadd au populat masiv teritoriile
din bazinul raului Ciorna, tTncepand cu cursul superior
si panad la varsarea lui in Nistru (Zanoci, Niculitd, Bat
2017, fig. 4).
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Fig. 9. Situri din epoca fierului in zona satului Papauti.
Fig. 9. Iron Age sites in the Papauti village area.

Glinjeni “La Sant” (TonbueBsa, Kawyba 1995), Parcani
“Zanova” and Mihuleni X (Zanoci, Niculitd, Bat 2017, 23-24,
34-35,fig. 11, 12, 20), as well as the settlements of Lipceni
“Rapa Zanova”, Mihuleni II, Mihuleni Ill, Parcani lll, and others
(KaSuba, Haheu, Levitki 2000, 123-124; Zanoci, Niculita, Bat
2017,14-22, 33, fig. 6, 20), belong to the same period.

Both the sites around Papauti and the rest probably
belonged to the Getic communities, which during this period
massively populated the territories of the Ciorna River basin,
starting with the upper reaches and up to its confluence
with the Dniester (Zanoci, Niculitd, Bat 2017, fig. 4).
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Keywords: Middle Dniester region, Late Iron Age, bronze cauldron, hillfort, Scythian barrows.

Abstract: In 2002, a bronze item with traces of fire was discovered during the excavation at the Saharna Mare hillfort (Rezina district,
Republic of Moldova), attributed by the authors of the discovery to a vessel with a flared rim. As a result of the detailed study of this
find in the collection of the National Museum of the History of Moldova, it turned out that this find is a fragment of the lower part of
the base of the Scythian cauldron. The reconstructed diameter is about 21 cm, which brings this item closer to one of the largest
cauldrons. Scythian bronze cauldrons in the west are concentrated in three main regions: Bukovina-Podolia, the Lower Dniester and
the Lower Danube. There is a significant chronological difference between the northern group (forest-steppe, Bukovina-Podolia)

of cauldrons and the southern one (steppe, Lower Danube-Lower Dniester), where the Scythian cauldrons have been known since
the middle of the 7" century BC. Bronze cast cauldrons (with their bearers, of course) penetrated the steppe 150-200 years later,

as well as burials of warriors, which appear in the steppe region in the west no earlier than the middle of the 5" century BC. Most
assemblages (and, most likely, stray finds) of bronze cauldrons also belong to the second half of the 5" century BC. The unique find
from the Saharna Mare hillfort probably belongs to this time.

KnioueBbie cnoBa: CpeaHuit [lHecTp, naTeH, GpoH30BbI KOTen, ropoaulle, ckudckne KypraHsl.

Pestome: B 2002 roay npu packonkax Ha ropoamiye CaxapHa Mape (Pesunckuit paiioH, Pecny6nuka MonaoBa) 6bin 06HapyxeH
OpOH30BbI NPeAMET CO Crieamu OrHA, 0THECEHHbI aBTOPaMM HaXOAKM K COCYAY C LUMPOKMM ropioM. B pesynbrate fetanbHoro
13y4eHMA 3TOro NpefMeTa, XpaHALLeroca B konnekumn HaunonanbHoro my3es uctopun MonaoBbl, BbIACHUAOCH, YTO 3TO U3aenne
ABNAeTCA (hparMeHTOM NofAOHa CKUECKOro KoTna. PeKoHCTpyMpoBaHHbIi AnameTp coCTaBAET 0kono 21 M, ClieaoBaTesbHo, 3TOT
npeameT 6bin YacTbH0 OAHOIO U3 camblxX 60MbLLMX KOTNOB ckudckoro nepuoaa. Ckudckue 6poH30BbIE KOTNILI HA 3anaje COCPeOTOUEHbI
B TPEX OCHOBHbIX pernoHax: bykosuna-lMoponbe, Huxuuit HecTtp n HuxkHwii dyHait. CywecTByeT 3HauuTeIbHaA XpoHoornyeckas
pasHuua Mexay ceBepHoii rpynnoii (necoctens, bykoeuHa-logonbe) koTnos u tXxHoi (cTenb, HuxxHui lyHaii — HuxHuit QHectp), roe
cKudckme KOTNbl N3BECTHBI ¢ cepeautbl VI B. A0 H. 3. BpoH30BbIe NUTbIE KOT/bI (pa3yMeeTcH, BMECTE C UX HOCUTENAMM) NPOHNUKALT
B cTenb Ha 150-200 neT no3xe, kak 1 norpe6eHnA BOMHOB, KOTOPbIE MOABAATCA B CTEMHOM PErMoHe Ha 3anaje He paHee cepefuHbl
VIl B. 10 H.3. BonblUMHCTBO KOMNNEKCOB (1, CKOpee BCEro, CNyyaiiHbiX HaX0A0K) 6POH30BbIX KOT/IOB TaKKe OTHOCATCHA KO BTOPOW
nonosuHe V B. 40 H.3. BepoATHO, K 3TOMy BpemMeHu 0THOCUTCA U YHUKaNbHaA Haxofka ¢ ropoaumwa CaxapHa Mape.

Cuvinte-cheie: bazinul Nistrului de Mijloc, a doua epoca a fierului, cazan din bronz, cetate, tumuli scitici.

Rezumat: in anul 2002, in timpul sapéturilor de la cetatea Saharna Mare (Rezina, Republica Moldova) a fost descoperit o pies3

din bronz, atribuita de autorii descoperii unui vas cu marginea evazata. La o examinare mai atentd, s-a dovedit ca acest artefact
reprezinta un fragment de la piciorusul unui cazan scitic. Diametrul reconstruit al partii inferioare este de cca 21 cm, ceea ce face
ca acest exemplar sa se asemene cu unul dintre cele mai mari cazane din regiunea de vest. Cazanele scitice din bronz din spatiul
vestic sunt concentrate in trei regiuni principale: Bucovina — Podolia — Prut, Nistrul de Jos si Dunarea de Jos. Exista o diferenta
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semnificativa cronologicd intre grupul de sud (stepa, Dundrea de Jos — Nistrul de Jos) si cel de nord (silvostepa, Bucovina — Podolia —
Prut), in cadrul caruia cazanele sunt cunoscute inca de la mijlocul secolului al VlI-lea a. Chr. Cazanele turnate din bronz patrund in sud
doua secole mai térziu, precum si complexele funerare ,razboinice”, care apar in regiunile de stepa din spatiul vestic nu mai devreme
de mijlocul secolului al V-lea a. Chr. in a doua jumitate — sfarsitul secolului al V-lea a. Chr. este datat3 si majoritatea complexelor cu

cazane de bronz. Probabil, si descoperirea din cetatea getica de la Saharna Mare apartine acestei perioade.

Scythian bronze cauldrons are a rather rare find

in the Northern Black Sea region, especially on its
western borders. According to the latest data, at least
117 finds of bronze cauldrons dating from the 7% to
the 3% century BC are known on the territory of the
Pontic steppe, the Kuban region, the Dnieper forest-
steppe, and the Lower and Middle Don. In addition,

88 cases of the cauldron traces were recorded, which
probably disappeared due to the looting of burial
mounds (Pomaiuko 2015, 2). At least ten hillforts and
settlements are known, where Scythian-type cauldrons
were discovered (fig. 1). All of them (except for
Kamianka-Dniprovska) are located in the forest-steppe
and belong to the Early and Middle Scythian periods,
i.e, to the 7™ - first half of the 5™ centuries BC. Most of
these settlements are located on the left bank of the
Dnieper - Bilsk (LLIpamko 1962, 126; llIpamxo 1987,
28-31), Liubotyn (IIpamko 1998, 80), and Knyshivka
hillforts (FTaBpuir 1996, 253), Polkova Mykytivka
(MnbuHckas, TepeHoxxknH, 1983, 349), and Lykhachivka
settlements (Mopy>xenxo 1978, 360), one - on the
Middle Don in the Kirovskoe settlement (Kocukos
1998, 20), three others in the Dnieper-Bug interfluve
such as Motronynske (BeccoHosa, Cxopwit 2001, 119)
and Nemyriv hillforts (FaBpuntox 1999, 259), and
Volodymirivka settlement (Pomantox 2008, 87).

BpoH30Bble INTble KOTAbI CKUGCKOrO BpEMeHU — A0BOMbHO
penKas HaxopKa B CeBepHOM MpuyepHOMOpbE, 0COHEHHO
Ha 3anagHbix pybeax. CornacHo NocieaHUM JaHHbIM,
M3BECTHO He MeHee 117 HaxofoK 6poH30BbIX KOToB VII-III
BB. A0 H.3. Ha TeppuTOpwK, oxBaTbIBatoLen cTeny CeBepHOro
MpuuepHoMopbA, MprkybaHbe, IHENPOBCKYtO NecocTerb,
HwHnid n CpepHuii [oH. Ewe B 88 ciyyanx 3apuKcpoBaHbl
Cnefbl KOT0B, MPONABLUKX, BEPOATHO, B pe3ynbTaTe
orpabneHus kypraHos (Pomatuko 2015, 2). M3BecTHo He
MeHee [iecATU NOCeeHUiA, FOPO/NLL, Ha KOTOPbIX ObiN
0BHapyKeHbl KOT/bl CKudCKoro Tuna (puc. 1). Bee oHm,
Kpome ropoania KameHka-[JHenpoBcKan, pacnonomeHbl

B JIECOCTENM 1 OTHOCATCA K paHHe- 1 cpefHeCcKUPCHOMY
BpeMeHw, T.e. K VIl - nepsoii nonoBuHe V B. 40 H.3. bonblas
4acTb M3 3TVX FOPOAULL, pacrnonoMeHa B [JHenpoBCKOM
neBobepebe — ropopuia benbck (LLpamko 1962, 126;
LlipamKo 1987, 28-31), loboTuH (LLIpamro 1998, 80),
KHbiweBka (MaBpuw 1996, 253), Monkosa HukMTOBKa
(MnbuHcKkasn, TepeHomKkuH, 1983, 349), noceneHne
JInxayoska (Mopyerko 1978, 360), ogHo - Ha CpegHem
[ony - ropoauue y c. Knposckoe (Kocurkos 1998, 20),

eule Tpu B [lHenpoBcKo-byrckom Mexaypeybe — ropoauile
MoTpoHuHo (beccoHosa, Ckopeiii 2001, 119), Hemupos
(FaBpuntok 1999, 259) n nocenexvie Bnagummposka
(PomaHtok 2008, 87).
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Fig. 1. Distribution of the Scythian bronze cauldrons in the Northern Black Sea region and the finds in the settlements (A - burials; B -
stray finds; C - settlements; D - destroyed barrows; E - Early Scythian; F - Middle Scythian-I; G - Middle Scythian-II; H - Classical; I - ?):
1 - Saharna Mare hillfort; 2 - Nemyriv; 3 - Volodymirivka; 4 - Motroninske hillfort; 5 - Kamianka-Dniprovska; 6 - Knyshivka; 7 - Bilsk;
8 - Lykhachivka; 9 - Polkova Mykytivka; 10 - Liubotyn; 11 - Kirovskoe.

Puc. 1. Pacnpegenerne 6poH30BbIx KOTOB CKUdCKOro BpemeHn B CeBepHOM [MpryepHOMOpbE 1 HaXo[KW Ha nocenieHunsx (A - norpebenus;

B - 6poasuve Haxoakw; C - nocenenus; D - paspyLueHHble Rypradbl; E - paHHeckudckuii; F - cpeaHeckudckuii-I; G - cpeaHeckuderuii-1l; H -
Knaccuyeckuid; | - 2): 1 - ropoamiye CaxapHa Mape; 2 - Hemupos; 3 - BnagnmmnpoBKa; 4 - ropoguile MoTpoHuHo; 5 - KameHKka-[IHenpoBcKas;
6 - KHbllwesKa; 7 - benbcek; 8 - JIuxauoska; 9 - Monkosas HukutoBKa; 10 - Jlo6oTuH; 11 - Kuposckoe.
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[ Trenches from the 2001-2020s

Fig. 2. Saharna Mare: 1 - trench no. 2, view from North (dupa Niculitd et al. 2002); 2 - first drawing of the item (after Niculita, Zanoci,
Arndut 2008); 3 - the topographic plan of the hillfort showing the location of discovery of the item (red arrow).

Puc. 2. CaxapHa Mape: 1 - packon 2, Bug c ceepa (no: Niculitd et al. 2002); 3 - pucyHoK npeaMeTa v3 nepsoii nybamKkaumm (no: Niculitd,
Zanoci, Arnaut 2008); 3 - Tornorpaduyeckuii NnaH ropoamila U MecTo obHapy*eHusa npeaMeTa (KpacHaa CTpenka).

In 2002, a fragment of a thick-walled bronze item with
traces of fire was discovered during the excavation of
trench 4 in the Saharna Mare hillfort (fig. 2). Soon after
the discovery, the fragment was reported as belonging
to a cauldron (Niculitd et al. 2022, 5, fig. 46/1). In a 2008
monograph, the authors later retracted this assumption,
labelling the item as a “vessel with expanding neck”

B 2002 r. Ha packone 4 ropoauiia CaxapHa Mape 6bin
0bHapyKeH dparmMeHT 6POH30BOI0 TONICTOCTEHHOTO
cocyaa co cnefiamu ora (puc. 2). Bckope nocne
0bHapyKeHnsA dparMeHT Gbi MpeACTaB/IeH B 0TYETE

KaK npuHagnexawmin kotny (Niculita et al. 2022, 5,

puc. 46/1). MNo3ie, B MoHorpadum 2008 r., aBTopbI
0TOPOCHAN 3TO NPEANONIOHKEHUE, 0003HAUMB U3AENNE KaK
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Fig. 3. The bottom of the cauldron’s foot discovered in 2002 at Saharna Mare hillfort: 1 - drawing; 2, 3 - orthogonal photo according to
the 3D model; 4, 5 - photos.

Puc. 3. ®parmeHT nogAoHa Kotia, obHapykeHHoro B 2002 rogy Ha ropoguiie CaxapHa Mape: 1 - pucyHok; 2, 3 - opToroHasbHas
doTorpadus B cootBeTCTBUM € 3D-MoAenbio; 4, 5 - poTorpadum.



(Niculita, Zanoci, Amaut 2008, 179, fig. 145/5).
Unfortunately, the context of the discovery does not
provide any relevant data regarding the relationship
with other finds, as the object was extracted from the
cultural layer of a late Iron Age fortified enclosure at a
depth of 0.40 m from the ground surface.

Detailed examination of this find in the collection of the
National Museum of the History of Moldova (NMHM,
FA -11001-1) revealed that it is a fragment of the

lower part of the base of a Scythian cauldron (fig. 3).
The height of the fragment is 8.70 cm, the maximum
width (in the lower part) is 14.10 cm, and the thickness
is 0.90-1.00 cm. The object has an oval protrusion of
1.40%2.30 cm at the bottom. The estimated height of
the base is ca. 17 cm, and the reconstructed diameter

is 21.10 cm, which brings this item closer to one of

the immense cauldrons in the Carpathian-Dniester
region coming from lacobeni-Dangeni (fig. 4/4) almost
half a meter high (excluding vertical handles). For the
Saharna fragment, XRF?* data were obtained (Tab. 1),
which allows it to be compared with the composition of
the other Scythian cauldrons in the NMHM collection
(fig. 5). The first thing that attracts attention is the large
proportion of tin compared to lead. But the proportion
of lead makes the sample from Saharna similar to the

' Spectral analysis was performed using Xenemetrix X-Calibur X-ray
fluorescence spectrometer at the Institute of Applied Physics, Republic

of Moldova, Laboratory of Materials for Photovoltaics and Photonics. The
samples were excited by X-rays up to 45 keV with a current of 10 pA,

and the exposure time was 60 s. The boundaries of the fluorescent field
formed an area of 7.07 mm?. The obtained spectra were analyzed using the
manufacturer’s programs in the simulation mode of the basic parameters of
the sample components. Thus, we express sincere gratitude for assistance
and collaboration with Lazari Dermenji (Institute of Applied Physics,
Chisindu).

Haxoaka 2002 r. u3 CaxapHa Mape. Ckuchckuii koTen Ha reTckom ropoamiue? 135

«cocyn ¢ pacwmpsowwmmcs ropnoms (Niculitd, Zanoci,

Arndut 2008, 179, puc. 145/5). K corkaneHuto, KOHTEKCT
0bHapyKeHNA He JAeT HUKAKNX PENeBAHTHbIX JaHHbIX
OTHOCWTENBbHO CBA3M C APYr1MU HAXOAKAMM, MOCKOSbRY
npeaMeT 6bin U3BNEYEH U3 KYJIbTYPHOMO C/I0A YKPENIEHHOMO
NoCeeHna No3aHero enesHoro BeKa, Ha ryouHe 0,40 M oT
COBPEMEHHOI MOBEPXHOCTY.

B pe3ynbTate feTanbHOM0 03HAKOMIEHUA C 3TOW HAXOAKOW
B doHgax HaumoHanbHoro my3ea uctopuv Mongosbl
(HMIM, FA-11001-1) BbIACHUNOC, YTO 3TO GparmMeHT
HUMKHEN YacTu nofaoHa ckudCcKkoro Kotna (puc. 3). BeicoTta
dparmenTa 8,70 cM, MaKcUMasbHanA WKPUHA (B HUHKHEN
yactv) 14,10 cm, TonwwmHa 0,90-1,00 cM. B HurKHel Yactu
npeaMeT 6bin CHabKeH 0BasIbHBIM BbICTYMOM pa3MepoM
1,40%2,30 cm. [pennonaraemasn BbiCOTa NOLAOHA — OKOJIO
17 €M, @ peKoHCTPYMpYeMbIil AMaMeTp OCHOBbI NOAL0HA —
21,10 cM, 4TO CONMMKAET ITOT IK3EMMNIAP C OAHUM U3 CaMbIX
6onblwmx KoToB Kapnato-[IHecTpoBCKOro pervoHa — 3
ArobeHb-[biHaKeHb (puc. 4/4), BbicoTa KoToporo (6e3 yyeTa
BEPTUKa/bHbIX pydeK) noyTn nonmeTpa. [ina dparmeHTa

13 CaxapHbl Oblin TaKKe Nosy4eHbl JaHHbIE O XMMUYECKOM
cocTase (Tabsn. 1), 4To NO3BONAET €ro CPABHNTH C COCTABOM
CKUPCKMX KOTNOB M3 Konnekuu HMM (puc. 5). Mepsoe,
4TO OBpaLLAET Ha cebA BHUMaHMeE, 3TO OoMblan [OA 0/10Ba
Mo CpaBHEHWO CO CBUHLIOM. Ho JonA cBuHUA conmwaeT

' CneKTpasbHbIii aHaM3 NPOBOAWICA HA PEHTTeHO(NYOPECLIEHTHOM
cnexkTpomeTpe Xenemetrix X-Calibur B IHCTUTYTe npuKnaaHoi ¢usnkm
Pecny6rmkn Mongosa, B Jlabopatopun MaTepuasnos A GoToBONbTaNKM
1 $oToHMKM. O6pa3Lbl BO36YKAAMCb PEHTTEHOBCKUM W3lyYeHNEM 0

45 K3B ¢ Tokom 10 MKA, Bpemsa aKcno3uumum coctanano 60 c. MpaHuupbl
¢bnyopecuieHTHOr0 NosA 06pa3oBbiBaAM niowanb 7,07 MM2 lonyyeHHble
CMEKTPbl aHaNN3MPOBAICh C MOMOLLBIO MPOrpamMM Npou3BoaUTeNA B
perkMMe MOAENMPOBaHUA OCHOBHBIX MapaMeTPOB KOMMOHEHTOB 06pasLia.
Mbi BblparaeM UCKpPeHHI0 61arofapHOCTb 3a MOMOLLb U COTPYAHUYECTBO
Nazapto [lepMeru (MHCTUTYT npuknanHoii Gusukm, KnwmHés).
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Table 1. Chemical composition of the alloy of the cauldron’s bases from the NMHM collection according to XRF spectrometry data.
Tabnmua 1. XuMudeckuin coctaB nofA0HOB KOTOB 13 Kosiekun HMUM no aaHHbIM peHTreHohyopecLeHTHON CNEKTPOMETPUM.

) Cu Sn Pb Zn Ag Sb As Fe Ni Co Bi Mn Au

Location / Konrexcr
%

Rascaietii Noi, barrow 1 90,71 | 450 | 269 | o o | 017 | 112 |07 | 002 o o o007 | o
Packseunit How, xyprax 1
Nikolskoe, barrow 14 9883 | 0 0,83 0 0 011 | 002 | 003 0 002 | 007 | 008 | 001
Huxonbcxkoe, xypran 14
Nikolskoe, barrow 15 9422 | 053 | 493 | o o | 004 | 008 | 008 | 002 | 005 | o | o008 | o
Hwuxonbckoe, xypran 14
R 1 T, [ 96,41 | 2,37 | 061 | 004 | © 0 | 033|007 | 006 | 008 001|002 0
CaxapHa Mape, ropoauiie
Dubasari, barrow 45 9854 | 012 | 098 | © 0 o | 031 | o00al| o 0 o | o0 | o
Ily6occaptl, KypraH 45

cauldrons from Dubasari (barrow 45) and Nicolscoe
(barrows 14 and 15). The cauldron from Dubasari (the
youngest item of the beginning of the 4* century BC)
is close to the Saharna Mare fragment of the complete
absence of antimony in the sample, as well as the
proportion of arsenic (fig. 6).

The Scythian bronze cauldrons in the west are
concentrated in three main regions (fig. 7): Bukovina-
Podolia (Iacobeni, Ivane-Puste, Shvaikivtsi), on the
Lower Dniester (Rdscdietii Noi, Nicolscoe, Dubdsari,
Cioburciu) and the Lower Danube (Ograda, Castelu,
Scortaru Vechi, Mresnota Mohyla, Ostrivne)?. Far

2To these finds, we can also add information about cauldrons in the
disturbed Scythian burials, which presence can be judged by indirect
evidence - the original pit (in the shape of the cauldron?) from barrow 33
near Badragii Vechi on the Middle Prut (fposoit, Unpkos, By6ynuu 1990,
72) or greenish bones from barrow 1 near Cioburciu on the Lower Dniester
(ArynbHukos, [Torosuy 2022, 13).

obpase; 13 CaxapHbl ¢ KoTnamu 13 [lyboccap (KypraH

45) n HukonbcKoro (Kypratbl 14 1 15). C lyboccapamm
(cambiM No3aHMM 06pa3LoM Havana IV B. 40 H.3.) cOnmKaeT
Y NOSHOE OTCYTCTBYE B 06pa3Lie CypbMbl, & TaKKe A0NA
MbllLbAKa (puc. 6).

CrudcKme 6poH30BbIE KOT/bI HA 3aNazie KOHLEHTpUpYTCA
B TPEX OCHOBHbIX pernoHax (puc. 7): bykosuHe-lMogonbe
(AKobeHb, MBaHe-lycTe, LLBaiikoBUbl), HA HiKHEM
[Orectpe (Packaeunit Hoit, Huronbckoe, Ly6occapbi,
Yobpyuu) u HukHem LyHae (Orpapa, Kacteny, CRopuapy-
Bekb, MpecHoTta Moruna, OctpoBHoe)?. OT HuX yaaneHa
[JasieKo Ha 3anaj ciyyaiiHas Haxo[Ka OpOH30BOro KOTNa,

2K 3TUM Haxozlkam MOXHO Takyke TTPUOaBUTbL CBEZIEHNS O KOT/IaX B
OrpabneHHbIX CKUPCKUX TIOrpebeHUsIX, 0 KOTOPbIX MOXHO CYAUTb TIO
KOCBEHHBIM TPU3HAaKaM — OPUTMHaIbHOM AiMe (ToBTopsolLelt Gopmy
KoTna?) us kypraxa 33 y Bagpaxuit Bexb Ha Cpentem IIpyTe (SpoBoit,
Yupxos, Bybynuu 1990, 72) Unu KOCTAM C 3e71eHbIM HaleToM U3 KypraHa 1
y YobpyHeit Ha HuxiHeM [THecTpe (ArynbHukos, [Torosuu 2022, 13).
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Fig. 4. Reconstruction of the Saharna Mare cauldron (3) and the morphological groups of the Scythian cauldrons of the Carpathian-
Dniester region: 1 - Nicolscoe, barrow 14; 2 - Dubasari, barrow 45; 3 - Saharna Mare; 4 - lacobeni; 5 - Ograda; 6 - Nicolscoe, barrow 15;
7 - Mresnota Mohyla, barrow 3; 8, 9 - Ostrivne, barrow 3.

Puc. 4. PekoHcTpyKuMA KoTna 13 ropoamiya CaxapHa Mape (3) u mopdonornyeckue rpynnbl CKUGCKKX KoTioB KapnaTo-[HecTpoBcKoro

pervoHa: 1 - HuKonbcKoe, kypraH 14; 2 - [lyboccapel, kypraH 45; 3 - CaxapHa Mape; 4 - fikobeHb; 5 - Orpafa; 6 - Hukonbckoe, KypraH 15; 7 -
MpecHoTta Moruna, KypraH 3; 8, 9 - OcTpoBHOe, KypraH 3.
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Fig. 5. 3D models of the Scythian bronze cauldrons from the NMHM collection: 1-3 - Dubasari, barrow 45; 4-6 - Rascaietii Noi, barrow
1; 7 - Saharna Mare hillfort.

Puc. 5. 3D-Mopaenv 6poH30BbIX KOTI0B CKUPCKOro BpemeHu n3 Konnekuun HMUM: 1-3 - [lyboccapsl, KypraH 45; 4-6 - Packaeumit Hoit, kypraH
1; 7- ropoguuie CaxapHa Mape.
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Fig. 6. Correlation between tin and lead (1), antimony and arsenic (2) of the alloys of the Scythian cauldrons from the NMHM collection.
Puc. 6. Koppenauma Mex gy 0710BOM ¥ CBUHLIOM (1), CypbMOW 1 MbILUbAKOM (2) U3 CMAaBoB CKUGCKUX KOTOB M3 Konnekuun HMUM.

to the west is a stray bronze cauldron found on the
Hungarian-Slovak border near Szény (Komdrom) (Patay
1990, 81, Taf. 68/148).

At least three bronze cauldrons come from the territory
of Bukovina and Podolia®. In 1948, 17 km to the

south, on the western outskirts of the Iacobeni village,
Botosani County, another cauldron with four vertical
handles (in the shape of goats) and two horizontal

% The cauldron found between the of Avrameni and Saveni villages in
Botosani County (Nitu 1953, 9-10, fig. 4; Barca 2020a, fig. 1-8) should
most likely be attributed to a later period, Late Scythian or Early
Sarmatian (Barca 2020, 82; 2020a, 95). The cauldrons from the hoards
discovered near Bubuieci (TenbHos, YeTBepukos, Curmnka 2016, 8) and
Velykoploske ([3vic-Paiiko, CyHnuyk 1984, 148, puc. 2/13) also belong to
the Late Scythian period.

06HapYKEHHOrO Ha BEHIePCKO-COBALIKOM rpaHuLe Y

r. CéHb (Patay 1990, 81, Taf. 68/148). C Tepputopum
ByKoBuHbI 1 MoA0bA NPOUCXOAT KaK MAHUMYM TpU
BPOH30BbIX INThIX KoTa®. B 1948 1. B 17 KM K tory,

Ha 3anajHolt okpauHe c. fiIkobeHb ye3aa boTowaHb
MECTHBIMU UTENAMM Bbi 06HAPYHKEH eLue 0fNH KoTen
C YeTbipbMA BEPTUKANbHLIMY (B BUAE GUrypoK K03/10B)
1 [BYMA ropu3oHTasIbHbIMK pyykamm (Ratd 1966, fig. 1).
JT0T 3K3eMnnAp, 6ANbLIKMX pa3MepoB (BbicoTa 6e3 yueTa

Koten, HaliieHHBI MeXkay cenamu ABpaMeHb U CaBeHb y3pa BoTowaHb
(Nitu 1953, 9-10, fig. 4; Barca 2020a, fig. 1-8), 1o Bceit BUBUMOCTH,
CTIelyeT OTHECTU K 6o7iee TIO3OHEMY TIepUozy - TIo3aHecKudCeKomy

WIn paHHecapMaTckomy (Barcd 2020, 82; 2020a: 95). Taioke
TI03iHECKUPCKOMY TIEPUOAY OTHOCATCSt U KOT/bL U3 k1afoB y By6yeub
(TenbHoB, YeTBepukos, Cuxuka 2016, 8) n Benukornockoro ([3uc-Paiiko,
CyHuuyk 1984, 148, puc. 2/13).
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Fig. 7. Scythian bronze cauldrons of the western area (A - Bukovina-Podolia and Hungary; B - Lower Danube; C - Dniester): 1 - Szény;
2 - Shvaykivtsi; 3 - Ivane-Puste; 4 - [acobeni; 5 - Scortaru Vechi; 6 - Castely; 7, 8 - Ostrivne; 9 - Mresnota Mohyla; 10 - Ograda; 11 -
Saharna Mare; 12 - Dubdsari; 13, 14 - Nicolscoe; 15 - Rascaietii Noi.

Puc. 7. Ckudcrmne 6poH30Bble KoT/bl 3anaaHoro apeana (A - bykosuHa-lMoponbe u Benrpus; b - Hunwii [iyHais; B - Hectp): 1 - CéHb; 2 -
LLIBaiikoBupbl; 3 - MBaHe-MNycTe; 4 - fikobeHb; 5 - Ckopuapy-Bekb; 6 - Kacteny; 7, 8 - OctpoBHoe; 9 - MpecHoTa Moruna; 10 - Orpaga; 11 -
CaxapHa Mape; 12 - y6occapbl; 13, 14 - Hukonbckoe; 15 - Packaeuuii Hoil.



handles was discovered (Ratd 1966, fig. 1). This object

is oversized (48.50 cm high without handles) and has
an unusually high foot (19.50 cm). No archaeological
context was documented, although a burial mound with
a diameter of about 100 m was found 200 m away.

Two finds of cast bronze cauldrons are associated
with the Middle Dniester river*. One of the cauldrons
was displayed in the Archaeological Museum of
Krakow and was accidentally discovered at the end
of the 19" century at Ivane-Puste village, Borshchiv
district, Ternopil region (Demetrykiewicz 1898, 124-
125). Another cauldron was found in 2007 as a result
of an investigation of the destroying Early Scythian
barrow near the Shvaikivtsi® village, Chortkiv district,
Ternopil region (bangpiscbxuin 2009, 202). The burial
mound was erected over a tomb made of wood and
stone and covered with a layer of yellow clay. A
wooden urn with cremated remains was found under
a stone vault, and the grave goods were located
along the edges of the stone construction, including
a cauldron, a bronze wine strainer, clay bowls, a
ladle, and jars (Bandrivsky 2013, 342, puc. 2-3). The
author of the excavations, based on analogies with

a bronze wine strainer and an openwork sheath for

a spear, believes that the assemblage belongs to the
late HaC, or the third quarter of the 7™ century BC
(BanppuBcxuia 2013, 354).

4 In addition to these finds, relatively recently, it became known about the
discovery of two more ornamented cast cauldrons with horizontal handles
put into a large riveted cauldron. This unpublished hoard was found near
the Panivtsi village, Borshchiv district, Ternopil region (BanzpiBcbiuit
2014, 415).

° For the Shvaikyvtsy cauldron, the results of XRF are known
(BanppiBcbkuit 2014, 310, puc. 156-6). Its alloy is characterized by
proportionally similar inclusions of tin (0.3-0.6%), lead (0.4-0.6%) and
arsenic (0.2-0.6%).
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pyyeK — 48,50 cM) 1 C HeobbIYAHO BbICOKIM NOAAOHOM
(19,50 cM), 6b11 06HapYKeH BHE apXeonorniecKoro
KOHTeKCTa, xoTA B 200 M OT Hero pacnonaranca Kypra
IvameTpoMm okono 100 M (Ratd 1966, 351). [lBe Haxomkw
JUTBIX BPOH30BbLIX KOT/IOB CBA3aHbI C 6acceitHoMm CpefHero
[Jrectpa*. OouH 13 KOTNOB XpaHWACA B ApXeonornyeckoMm
My3ee KpaKoBa; oH bbif ClyuaiiHo obHapyHeH B KoHue XIX
B. y C. MiBaHe-llycTe Bopuiésckoro parioHa TepHononbCcKoi
obnactu (Demetrykiewicz 1898, 124-125). [ipyroii koTen
6bin 06Hapy:eH B 2007 1. B pe3ynbTaTe A0CIe[0BaHNA
pa3pyLualoLLeroca KypraHa paHHeCKUPCKOro BpeMeHu y

c. LLBaiikoBLbI° YopTKOBCKOrO paitioHa TepHOMosbCKo
obnactv (baHapiscbkuit 2009, 202). KypraH 6bin Hacbina
Haf rpobHULIEN, COMEHHOI U3 [epeBa v KaMHA U
NepeKpbITON CN0eM HenTomn rMuHbl. Mo KaMeHHbIM CBOAOM
Oblna 0bHapyHeHa fepeBAHHAA YpHA C KpeMaLmel,

a caM MHBEHTapb pacrnonaranca no KpaaM KaMeHHo
BbIKNAAKM, BKOYAsA KOTeSl, GPOH30BOE CUTEUKO, MIMHSAHbIE
MUCKM, YepraK 1 cocyabl 6aHouHoi GopMbl (BaHapUBCKMiA
2013, 342, puc. 2-3). ABTOp pacKoroK, 0CHOBbLIBAACH Ha
aHanoruax 6poH30BOMY CUTEUKY /1A OTLIEKMBAHUA BUHA

1 aypHOMY HaBepLuuio (GyTNAPY KOMbA), CYMTAET, uTo
KOMM/IEKC 0THOCUTCA K duHany HaC, unm TpeTbeli 4eTBepTH
VIl B. go H.3. (bangpusckuin 2013, 354).

Ha Tepputopun MoayHasbs, B KypraHax y ¢. OcTpoBHoe
Apuwm3sckoro parioHa Ofecckoi 061acTv 6b10 HalkgeHo

4Kpome 3TUX HaxonoK, OTHOCUTENIbHO HEZJABHO CTajlo U3BECTHO O HAXOAKe
ellje IBYX OPHAMEHTUPOBAHHbBIX JINTHIX KOTJIOB C TOPU3OHTANIbHBIMU
PYUKaMMU, CTIOXKEHHBIX B GOTIBLION KIleMaHbl KOTen. STOT (Toka
HeoTTy6/IMKOBaHHbIM) Kaz 6buU1 HaitneH y c. [TaHoBLb BopiieBckoro paoHa
TepHotonbekoit obnactv (BanppiBebkuit 2014, 415).

° Inst xotna w3 111aiKoBLIOB U3BECTHbL PE3Y/bTATbl CTIEKTPOMETPUN
(Banppiscbkuit 2014, 310, puc. 156-6). [ins ero cruiaBa XapakTepHbl
TIPOTIOPLIMOHAJIBLHO CXOAHBlE BKIoUeHUs onosa (0,3-0,6%), cBuHua (0,4-
0,6%) 1 Mbuibsaka (0,2-0,6%).
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In the Danube region, inside the burial mounds near
the Ostrivne village, Artsyz district, Odesa region, three
cauldrons were found: two in barrow 1 (Anekceesa
1973) and one in barrow 3 (Anexceesa, [IBOPSHUHOB,
Yepros 1977). In barrow 1, excavated in 1972, both
cauldrons (one of which is enormous, on a conical foot,
with vertical and horizontal handles below the rim)
were filled with the bones of a bison, pig, cow and
sheep. The looted burial with the cauldrons, probably
due to the remains of iron armour and a bronze
arrowhead, was dated by the author of excavations to
the 6™ century BC (Anekceesa 1973, 253). However,
according to V. Murzin, it belongs to the 5™ century

BC (Myp3uH 1984, 45), possibly to the second half of
the century. Another cauldron from barrow 3, similar
to the find of 1972 (but smaller), was found north of
the “false” central burial pit and was half-filled with
animal bones. In the filling of the looted burial, bones
of a male skeleton, 18 bronze arrowheads, fragments of
a single-edged iron sword, bronze clothing ornaments,
fragments of armour, and gold and silver foil were
found. In addition, in the northern part of the pit, three
Heraclean amphorae with three-line englyphic stamps
were discovered, which initially dated back the burial
“to the late 5" or the first half of the 4™ century BC”
(Anexceesa, [IBopstHuHoB, YepHoB 1973, 259). Later,
the date of the burial (still unpublished, like other
graves from Ostrivne) was specified by S. Monakhov
within the first decade of the 4™ century BC. According
to his definitions, two Heraclean amphorae of type [
were found in the assemblage with the magistrate
stamp APIXTOK|AHZ APTONJ|AA and the reconstructed
stamp of the early manufacturer Satyrion LATY-
(MonaxoB 1999, 205-206), which allowed the

Tp¥ KOTa: ABa B KypraHe 1 (AnekceeBa 1973) 1 oaunH —

B KypraHe 3 (Anekceesa, [JBopAHnHOB, YepHoB 1977).

B KypraHe 1, packonaHHoM B 1972 r., 06a KoTna (oauH

13 KOTOPbIX — «OFPOMHBIX Pa3MepoB», Ha KOHUYECKOM
MOZLAOHE, C BEPTUKABbHBIMU W FOPU30HTANIbHBIMW PyYKaMu
HWKe Kpas) bbinn 3ano/IHeHbl KOCTAMM 3y6pa, CBUHBY,
KopoBbl 1 0BLbI. OrpabneHHoe norpedeHne, K KOTOpoOMy
OTHOCW/INCb KOT/Tbl, BEPOATHO, MO OCTaTKaM HeNe3Horo
MaHUMpA 1 TpexrpaHHOMY BPOH30BOMY HaKOHEUHMKY
CTpenbl 6610 AaTMPOBAHO aBTOPOM packomok VI B. 1o

H.3. (AnekceeBa 1973, 253); ogHako no MHeHuio B.HO.
Myp3wHa, oHo oTHOCKTCA K V B. A0 H.3. (Myp3uH 1984,

45), BO3MOMHO, KO BTOPOW NofioBuHe cToneTus. [pyroi
KOTeN 13 KypraHa 3, aHanornyHbiid Haxogke 1972 r. u,
BEpOATHO, MeHbLUero pa3mepa (OcTpoBepxos, PeanHa
2013, puc. 98/4, 5), 6bin 06HApYKEH K CEBEPY OT «/I0MHOM»
LIeHTPaIbHON MOTWIbHOM AMBI 1 HAMOJIOBKHY 3aMOIHeH
KOCTAMM MBOTHBIX. B 3anofiHeHnn orpabieHHoro
norpebeHus KypraHa Obin HaigeHbl KOCTU MYHKCKOro
CKeneTa, 18 HPOH30BbIX TPEXTPAHHbIX HAKOHEYHWUKOB CTPEN,
06/710MKI OAHONE3BUIHOTO He/e3HOTo Meva, OpoH30Bble
YKpaLleHUA oferabl, 00/10MKM 3aLUMTHOrO BOOPYHEHMS,
30n10Tan u cepebpsHan donbra. Kpome Toro, B nosboe, B
CEBEpHOIi YacTU AMbI 6blI 0GHAPYHKEHbI TPU repakseickue
amMpopbl C TPEXCTPOUHBIMU SHIINUYECKUMU KneliMamu,

Ha OCHOBE KOTOpbIX, M0 BCEVi BUAMMOCTH, MorpebeHue
nepBOHa4asbHO GbII0 NPOLATAPOBAHO «KOHLLOM V - NepBoii
nonoswHoii [V B. 10 H.3.» (AnekceeBa, [1BOpAHWHOB,

YepHos 1973, 259). Bnocneacteum aata norpebexuns (oo
CUX Mop HeonybIMKOBAHHOT 0, KaK U [Ipyrue KOMMJEKChI

13 OcTpoBHoro) 6bina ytouHeHa C.HO. MoHaxoBbiM B
npegenax nepaoro gecAtunetva IV B. o H.3. CornacHo

€ro onpefeneHnAM, B KOMMJIeKCe bbia 06HapYHeHb

[Be repaknenckie amdopbl | TMNa € MarncTpaTcknm



researcher to synchronize the burial with the Olbian
warehouse of 1947, the upper limit of which is the late
390s BC (MonaxoB 1999, 197).

Another cauldron from the left bank of the Lower
Danube was discovered in the burial mound 3 of the
“Mresnota Mohyla” group between the Vynohradivka
and Vladychen villages, Bolhrad district, Odesa region.
In burial 1 (connected to a cauldron inside the mound
and covered with stone slabs), an iron armour shirt and
a shield, three amphorae, a kyathos, a gold appliqué on
a wooden bowl], and a black-glazed skyphos were found
despite the looting (I'ynkoBa n gp. 1984, 73-76, puc. 42-
44; PenvHa 1992, 84; OctpoBepxos, Penuna 2013, 381,
puc. 94/8; 96/7; 98/6). A. Ostroverkhov and E. Redina
dated back this assemblage (along with a barrow near
Cioburciu village) to the second or third quarter of the
5% century BC (OctpoBepxoB, Penuta 2013, 382). Indeed,
the Attic black-glazed skyphoi, similar to the item from
barrow 3 of the Mresnota Mogyla group, appear in the
second quarter of the 5™ century BC (Sparkes, Talcott
1970, 84). S. Monakhov, who studied de visu two of

the three amphorae, considers them unique products,
reminiscent of the Thasian amphorae of the second half
of the 5™ century BC, although different in the shape of
the rim, handles and colour. According to his conclusion,
morphological features such as a high neck and conical
body allow the date of the burial within “the third
quarter of the 5™ century BC” (MoHaxoB 1999, 140).

There is no reliable archaeological context for other
Scythian cauldrons of the Lower Danube. Nevertheless,
the finds of Scythian cauldrons, in combination with
the “stray” finds of Scythian anthropomorphic statues,
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knerimom APIZTOK|AHZ APTON|AA u peKoHCTpyMpyembiM
KneiiMoM paHHero dabpuraHTa Catvpuora ZATY-
(MoHaxoB 1999, 205-206), 4To NO3BOMIO UCCNea0BaTENO
CUHXPOHM3MPOBATb NOrpebeHne C OSIbBUICKUM CKIAA0M
1947 r., BepxHAA rpaH1La KOToporo — KoHew, 90-X IT.

IV B. 10 H.3., @ CaM CKNag cobmpanca Ha MpoTAKEHUN
necatuneTtus (MoHaxos 1999, 197).

Eule oonH KoTen Ha neBobeperbe HukHero [yHas 6bin
0bHapy#KeH B KypraHe 3 rpynnsl «MpecHoTa Morunax»
Memy cenamu Bunorpagoska n Bnagbiuenb Bonrpagckoro
paiioHa Ofecckoii obnactu. B morpebeHnm 1, k koTopomy
OTHOCUNCA BMYLLEHHBIA B HAChINb KypraHa 1 NepeKpbITbIi
KaMeHHbIMU NIMTaMu KOTeJl, HECMOTPA Ha orpabnexue,
ObINM HaiieHbl ene3Hble HAbopHble NaHUMpHanA pybaxa
U WKT, Tpy amdopsl, Knad, 3010Tan annanKauma Ha
AepeBAHHYI0 yaLlly, YepHoaKoBbil ckudoc (Myakosa

n ap. 1984, 73-76, puc. 42-44; PegnHa 1992, 84;
OctpoBepxos, Peanna 2013, 381, puc. 94/8; 96/7; 98/6).
A.C. OcTpoBepxoB 1 E.®. PegnHa oTHEC/IM 3TOT KOMIMJEKC,
BMeCTe C KypraHoMm y c. Yobpyuu, Ko BTOpoi — TpeTbel
yeTBepTn V B. 8o H.3. (OcTpoBepxos, PeanHa 2013, 382).
[lefcTBUTENBHO, aTTUHECKME YEPHOIAKOBbIE CKUGOCHI,
nofobHble 3K3eMNAAPY U3 KypraHa 3 MpecHoTbl Morusibl,
NOABAAITCA BO BTOPON YeTBepTyn V B. [0 H.3. (Sparkes,
Talcott 1970, 84). C.0. MoHaxoB, u3yunLumii de visu Be
amdopbl U3 Tpex, CYATAET UX YHUKANBbHBIMU N3[eNNAMY,
HanoMuHaoLwwmmMm amdopbl dacoca BTOPOIA NONOBUHBI

V B. IO H.3., XOTA 1 OTNINYAIOLWMMUCA OT PACOCCKUX
amdop dopmoii BeHua, pyyek u usetom. CornacHo ero
3aK/I04eHMI0, Takne MOpPdONOrMyecKre NpU3HaKK, Kak
BbICOKOE FOP/I0 U KOHUYECKOE TY/I0BO, NMO3BONAIOT OTHECTU
[aHHbBIA KOMMEKC K TpeTbel YeTBepTv V B. 10 H.3.
(MoHaxoB 1999, 140).
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mark a direct Scythian presence (Sirbu 2019, 373),
most likely not earlier than the late 6™ century or

the turn of the 6™-5™ centuries BC. Indeed, there is a
stable correlation between the finds of cauldrons and
anthropomorphic sculptures of the Scythian period,
and their appearance could be hardly explained by
“imports”, “influences” or “intercultural contacts”
(Topal 2019, 96). The main concentrations of both
cauldrons and statues tend to coincide, for example,
on the Dniester and Western Podolia, Bukovina. On
the contrary, in the centre of Romanian Moldova

and Bessarabia, where we observe many Scythian
complexes and things (including weapons), neither
Scythian statues nor Scythian cauldrons have yet been
found (Topal 2019, fig. 1). As an additional argument,
one can cite information about the dynamics of the
most important stronghold of the east of the Lower
Danube - the Kartal settlement near the Orlivka
village, Reni district of Odesa region, which was
periodically used either as a “bridgehead” or as a
“castle” from the Eneolithic to the Middle Ages (Bpysiko
2019, 246). There was no full-fledged settlement in
Kartal in the second half of the 7™ - late 5™ centuries
BC (Bpysiko 2019, 250). That indicates, in our opinion,
that during the period of the most active phase of the
nomadic movement to the west, the river boundary in
the east of the Lower Danube was permeable for the
Scythians. On the territory of Dobrudja, near Castelu,
not far from Medgidia, Constanta County, a cast bronze
cauldron was discovered (Aricescu 1965, 565-570,

fig. 1; Sirbu 2015, 55, fig. 4), which, unfortunately,
could not be associated with a reliable archaeological
context. In addition, bronze cauldrons are known to
the west, in Wallachia. Findings of cauldrons from

Y apyrux ckndckmnx Kotnos HumHero [lyHaa npakTuyeckm
OTCYTCTBYET AOCTOBEPHbIA apXE0N0rMYECKNIA KOHTEKCT.
TeMm He MeHee B COYETaHWUM C TaKUMU He «CyYaiHbIMW»
Haxo4KaMu CKUDCKMX U3BAAHNIA HAXOAKN CKUDCKMX KOTNIOB
YKa3bIBatoT Ha HENoCpeaCcTBEHHOE CKUACKOe NpUCYTCTBUE
(Strbu 2019, 373), BepoATHee BCero, He paHee KoHLa

VI B. unn pake pybera VI-V BB. 0o H.3. [leiicTBUTENbHO,
MeMdy HaXoAKaMu KOTNOB 1 @HTPONOMOPdHbLIMU
M3BAAHMAMM CKUGCKOrO BPEMEHW, MOAB/IEHNE KOTOPbIX
C/IOMHO 0BBACHUTD MPOCTO UMMOPTAMM, BUAHUAMM 1N
MEMKY/IbTYPHBIMU KOHTaKTaMu, Habmlo4aeTca ycToiumsan
koppenauua (Topal 2019, 96). OcHOBHble CKOMMEHUA KaK
KOT/IOB, TaK W CTeJ, KaK NpaBuio, COBMNaAatoT, Hampumep,
Ha [Hectpe v B 3anagHom lNogonbe - BykosuHe.
HanpoTuB, B LIeHTpe pyMbiHCKo Mongosbl 1 beccapabum,
rae Mbl HabmoJaeM MHOMKECTBO CKUPCKUX KOMMIEKCOB W
BeLLelt (B TOM YMC/e OpYHKUs), MOKa He 0OHapyHMBaeTcA
HW CKUCKMX M3BaAHWIA, HW cKndCKMx KoTnos (Topal 2019,
fig. 1). B kayecTBe AONONHUTENLHOMO apryMeHTa MOHHO
MpVBECTW CBEAEHNA O AMHAMVIKE BarKHeMLIero OrnopHoro
MyHKTa BocToka HukHero MoayHasba - ropoauwa Kaptan
y ¢. OpnoBKa Peuiickoro paiioHa Opecckoii obnacty,
KOTOpOe C 3HeoNnTa A0 CPeAHEBEKOBLA NEPUOANYECKN
1CNoNb30BaNO0Ch TO B PO «MNiaLAapMar, TO B POSn
«3aMKa» (Bpyako 2019, 246). Co BTOpOI NonosuHb! VIl fo
KoHua V BB. A0 H.3. NOMIHOLLeHHOe nocenexve B KapTane
otcyTcTByeT (Bpyako 2019, 250), yTo, Ha Haw B3rNAg,
CBUAETENbCTBYET 0 06 a6CONMIOTHOM NPOHMLLIAEMOCTH
peyHoro pybera Ha BocToke HurkHero [yHan B nepuof
Hambonee aKkTUBHOM ha3bl NPOABUKEHNA CKMGDOB Ha 3amaf.
Ha Tepputopum [obpyau, y Kacteny, Henoganexy ot
Mepmuanm yesna KoHcTaHua, Obin 06HapyHeH nUToil
6poH30BbI KoTen (Aricescu 1965, 565-570, fig. 1; Sirbu
2015, 55, fig. 4), KOTOpbIA, K COXKaNeHMto, He yaanocb



the Ograda and Scortaru Vechi (Sirbu 2015, fig. 2, 3;
Parvan 1926, fig. 1) testify to the Scythian exit to the
Baragan Plain. A stray find of a bronze cauldron near
the Ograda village, [alomita County, is displayed in the
Lower Danube Museum in Calarasi and was recently
introduced into the scientific circuit by V. Strbu (2015,
54). Another cauldron was found near the Scortaru
Vechi village, Brdila County, and published by V. Parvan
(1926, 9). V. Sirbu (2015, 55) later provided some
additional details: the cauldron was found in 1899 at
the top of the embankment of the destroyed Dinghiliu
burial mound, at a depth of about three meters, and
was also filled with bones.

Another concentration of cauldrons of the Scythian
period is associated with the Lower Dniester.
Unfortunately, due to the loss of information about the
context of the discovery of the cauldron from Rascdietii
Noi (fig. 8/3, 4), it is not possible to associate the find
with one or another Scythian secondary burial of the
mound. In addition, the grave goods of other Scythian
burials of mound 1 do not allow their dating more
precisely than within the 4™ century BC. However, the
vertical-handled cauldron from Rascaietii Noi most
likely dates back to earlier times. This can also be
indicated by a bronze pommel found on this mound in
1953. Stylistically, it is associated with a pommel from
the Zashchita mound (Boxkin 1970, 187, puc. 1/1, 2) of
the early 5" century BC and a pommel from the Ulyap
burial mound excavated in 1909 and dated back within
mid-5™ century BC (JleckoB 2015, 96). It seems that a
further stylization of the image can be traced on the
item from Rascdietii Noi, reaching its highest stage,
when a bird’s beak is only guessed in the curls of the
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CBA3aTb C onpefeneHHbIM apXxeonornyeckuM KOHTEKCTOM.
Kpome Toro, 6poH30Bble KOT/Ibl U3BECTHBI 11 3anagHee,

B Banaxum. O ckndckom Bbixoge B BaparaHckyto cTenb,
BO3MOHO, CBUAETE/LCTBYIOT HAX0KM KOT/0B 3 Orpagbl

1 Cropuapy-Bekb (Sirbu 2015, fig. 2, 3; Parvan 1926,

fig. 1). CnyyaiiHan HaxoaKa 6poH30Boro Kotna y ¢. Orpaga
ye3na finomuua xpanntca B Mysee HuwHero [yHas B
Kanapalub 1 HeiaBHo bbia BBEEHA B HayYHbIi 060poT B.
Coipby (Sirbu 2015, 54). [ipyroii KoTen 6bin 06HAPYHEH y C.
Cropuapy-Bekb ye3pa bpauna v onybnukosaH B. MbipeaHom
(Parvan 1926, 9). B. Cbipby no3e npuses JONONHUTE/NbHbIE
nofpobHOCTU — KoTen bbin HaigeH B 1899 r. Ha BeplumMHe
HaCbINU paspyLUeHHoro KypraHa JuHrunany, Ha ry6uHe
OKOJ10 TPEX METPOB, K TOMY e 6bl/l 3aM0JHEH KOCTAMU
(Sirbu 2015, 55).

Ellle 0gHa KOHLIEHTpALWMA HaXxo4OK KOT/I0B CKUPCKOro
BpemeHn cBA3aHa ¢ HuwHumM [iHectpom. K coranennto,
13-3a yTpaTbl CBEIEHNI O KOHTEKCTE 0GHAPYHEHNA KOTNA
y HoBbix Packariuos (puc. 8/3, 4) He npeacTaBnAeTca
BO3MOMHbIM CBA3ATb €r0 HaX0AKY C TeM UK MHbIM
CKUPCKUM BrYCKHBIM norpebeHneM KypraHa. K Tomy ke,
VHBEHTapb ApYrux CKUbCKMX norpebeHnii KypraHa 1 He
no3BoNAET AATUPOBATb UX YiKe, yeM B npegenax IV B.

10 H.3. OfHaKO KOTeN C BepTUKANbHBIMK pyYKaMu U3
Packaeumit Hoii, ckopee Bcero, 0THOCUTCA K 6oniee paHHeMy
BpeMeHuW. Ha 3To MOMeT yKa3sbiBaTb 6pOH30BOE HABepLUME,
HangeHHoe Ha 3TOM KypraHe B 1953 r. CTUANCTNYECKN OHO
CBA3AHO C HaBepluneM u3 KypraHa 3awwmta (bokiin 1970,
187, puc. 1/1, 2) Hayana V B. 0 H.3. U HaBepLUMEM U3
Ynbckoro KypraHa 2 1909 r. cepeautbl V B. 1o H.3. (Jleckos
2015, 96). Moxome, 4To Ha 3K3emnnApe n3 Packaeumn

Hoit npocneuBaeTca fanbHeiiwan ctuamsaumsa obpasa,
[OCTUraloWan CBOeN BbiCLLIEeH CTaAWKW, KOTAa KAIOB yiKe
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Fig. 8. Scythian bronze cauldrons from the NMHM collection: 1-3 - Rascdietii Noi, barrow 1; 4 - Saharna Mare hillfort; 5, 6 - Nicolscoe,
barrow 15; 7, 8 - Nikolskoe, barrow 14.
Puc. 8. Ckudcrmre 6poH30Bble KOTbl 13 Konekumn HMUM: 1-3 - Packaeuuii Hoil, kyprax 1; 4 - ropoguwie CaxapHa Mape; 5, 6 - HukonbcKoe,
KypraH 15; 7, 8 - HukonbcKoe, KypraH 14.



upper part of the pommel. However, the pronounced
cere and relief eye still emphasize the resemblance to
the head of a bird of prey or a gryphon. The image on
this pommel is much closer to the golden ornaments

of wooden bowls in the shape of the heads of birds of
prey from barrow 1 of Zavadska Mohyla, barrow 15 of
the Pereshchepine burial ground, mound 411 at Pekari,
mounds 1 and 2 at Yablonivka, mound 4 at Beresnyahy,
Artsyz barrow, and the barrow 3 of Mresnota Mogyla,
discussed above. It is known that these golden plaques
for the wooden bowls appeared in the steppe region no
earlier than the middle of the 5" century BC; moreover,
they appear performed in a much more stylized manner
than in the forest-steppe regions (Maxoptbix 2019, 479).
In addition, the secondary burial 7 from the nearest
excavated mound 2 near Rascaietii Noi, where a plaque
with the image of a curled predator was found, also
belongs to the mid-5™ century BC (SIposoit 1990, 36-37,
puc. 13). It is therefore very likely that the cauldron
from mound 1 at Rascdietiii Noi dates to the end of the
Middle Scythian period or the middle (third quarter) of
the 5% century BC.

In barrow 45 of the Dubdsari group, in addition to a
bronze cauldron (fig. 9), three amphorae were found,
two of which were restored. Two pink-clay amphorae
(including the fragmented one) are identified as Chios
with a cap-shaped foot, V-B variant (according to S.
Monakhov). This variation appeared no earlier than
the turn of the 5%-4™ centuries BC and was produced
for about a century (Moxaxos 2003, 21-22). Another
yellow-clay amphora belongs to the Mendean items
of 1I-B or Porticello variant of the first two decades of
the 4™ century BC (MoHaxoB 2003, 91-92). Therefore,
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TONbKO yraAblBaeTCA B 3aBUTKax BEPXHEN YacTW HaBepLUNA,
HO BblpaeHHaA BOCKOBMLA W peibedHbIN a3 noKa ele
NOAYEPKMBAET CXOACTBO C FOIOBOW XWLHOW NTULLbI UK
rpudoHa. 306parkeHne Ha 3TOM HaBEpLLMM ropasao
OnmKe K 30/10TbIM 00MBKAM f1epeBAHHbIX Yall B popMe
rofIoB XWLHbLIX NTUL, 3 KypraHa 1 3aBafckon Morunl,
KypraHa 15 lepeLlenMHCcKoro MorunbHKKa, Kyprana 411
y Mewrapeit, kypraHos 1 v 2 y A6NOHOBKY, KypraHa 4

y BepecTHar, KypraHa y Apuu3a u, 4To HeMasnoBaHo,
KypraHa 3 MpecHoToi Morunbl, paCCMOTPEHHOTO BbILLE.
113BeCTHO, 4TO B CTENW 3T HaKNALKM NOABNAOTCA He
paHee cepeamHbl V B. 40 H.3., K TOMY e UCMONHEHHbIMK
B ropas[o 605ee CTWIM30BaHHOM MaHepe, YeM B
necocTenHblx pernoHax (MaxopTbix 2019, 479). Kpome
TOro, k cepeanHe V B. O H.3. OTHOCUTCA BMYCKHOE
norpebeHue 7 U3 bamKaLlero packonaHHoro KypraHa 2
y Packaeuuii Hoid, B KOTOpoM bbina HaliaeHa basxa ¢
1306pareHneM CBEPHYBLLErOCA XWLLHUKa (ApoBoit 1990,
36-37, puc. 13). Takum 06pa3oM, BbICOKa BEPOATHOCTb
TOro, 4TO KOTen U3 KypraHa 1y Packaeuuin Holi cBA3aH ¢
dnHanom cpegHeckMCKOro nepuoga Unu cepesnHon —
TpeTbeii YeTBepTbio V B. [0 H.3.

B RypraHe 45 rpynnbi «[ly6occapckie KypraHbl» KpoMe
6poH30B0Oro Kotna (puc. 9) bin 0bHAPYHKEHbI TPH
amdopbl, [1Be 13 KOTOpbIX OblN pecTaBpupoBaHbl. [Be
pO30BOrMHAHbIE aMdopbl (BKNoYaA GparMeHTUPOBaHHYIO)
onpefenAnTCA KaK XMOCCKME C KONMAYKOBUOHON HOMKOM
BapuanTa V-B no C.HO. MoHaxoBy, KoTopble NOABUANCH He
paHee pybera V-1V BB. 40 H.3. 1 MPOU3BOAMIUCD €LLle OKOJI0
ctonetna (Monaxos 2003, 21-22). [Ipyras, senTornMHAHan
amdopa 0THOCUTCA K MeHAelickuM amdopam BapuaHTa |I-B
(MopTnyenno) no C. HO0. MoHaxoBy — nepBbIX ABYX
necatunetuit IV B. oo H.3. (MoHaxos 2003, 91-92). MoaTomy
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Fig. 9. Scythian bronze cauldron from the NMHM collection: 1-4 - Dubdsari, barrow 45.
Puc. 9. Ckudpcrmre 6poH30Bble KoTbl 13 Konnekumn HMUM: 1-4 - [ly6occapsl, KypraH 45.



the dating of the assemblage within the first quarter
of the 4™ century BC could be accepted (Ketpapy w ap.
2014, 217; ITonun 2014, 423).

Unfortunately, due to the complete looting of the
central burials of mounds 14 and 15 near Nicolscoe

(hig. 8/5-8), isn't easy to judge their chronological
position. The secondary burial of mound 14 was laid
out not much later than the main burial and dates from
the late 5™ century at the latest. The primary burial,
connected with the cauldron, is probably dated back

to the same period, as well as mound 15. It is possible
to suppose that the cauldron accompanied the main
burial 1 in barrow 1 near the Cioburciu village but was
carried away during the looting (ArynsHukos, Cy660TUH
1997, 182-186). This, according to the authors of the
excavations, was indicated by the presence of animal
bones in the infill, some of which are intensely coloured
green (ArynsbHukoB, Anturenko 1990, 3; Agulnicov

2003, 40). Despite the dating of the amphora to the
second quarter of the 5™ century BC (according to

N. Leipunskaya), the author of the excavations raises

the date of burial by arrowheads (sic!) to the “end of the
5% century BC” (Agulnicov 2003, 43). At the same time,
Chian plump-throated amphorae of the I1I-B variant
(according to S. Monakhov) appear in the 480-470s BC
and became especially popular during the second quarter
of the 5™ century BC. Then, in the middle of the century,
these amphorae are replaced by a late swollen-throated
variant with an interception on the neck (Moxaxos 2003,
18, Tabn. 7/1-3), like the vessel from Cioburciu. Therefore,
the most relevant date for the burial from Cioburciu
could be the third quarter of the 5™ century BC, which
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MOMHO COMMACUTHCA C AATUPOBKON KOMMEKCA B PAMKax
nepsoit YetBeptvt IV B. o0 H.3. (KeTpapy v ap. 2014, 217,
MonuH 2014, 423).

K coraneHuto, BBIIY MOSHOrO OrpabfeHns 0CHOBHbIX
norpeberuii kypraHoB 14 1 15 y Hukonbckoro (puc. 8/5-8)
C/IOMHO CyaUTb 06 MX XPOHOMOrMYECKOM No3uumn. BnyckHoe
norpebexue KypraHa 14 6bio COBEPLLEHO HEHAMHOMO
M03*e OCHOBHOIO W, CyAA N0 BCEMY, OTHOCUTCA KO BpEMeHU
He no3gHee KoHua V B. [0 H.3. BepoATHO, K 3TOMy BpemeHu
OTHOCWUTCS U OCHOBHOE MOrpebeHue, C KOTOpbIM CBA3aHA
AMa C KOT/IOM, a TaKMe KypraH 15. Bo3amMoxHo, KoTen
COMpOBOXAAN OCHOBHOE Morpebenne 1 B KypraHe 1y

¢. Yobpyum (ArynbHurkos, Cy66oTnH 1997, 182-186), n

6bin yHeceH Bo BpeMs orpabnieHns. Ha 370, no MHeHuto
ABTOPOB PACKOMOK, YKa3blBaeT HaM4YMe KOCTEN HUBOTHBIX
B 3arM0JIHEHNH, YACTb U3 KOTOPbIX MHTEHCKMBHO OKpalleHa

B 3e/1eHbli UBeT (ArynbHuKoB, AHTUNEHKo 1990, 3;
Agulnicov 2003, 40). HecMoTpAa Ha faTUpoBKy amdopbl
BTOpOW 4eTBepThio V B. 40 H.3. no H.A. JlefinyHcKoi, aBTop
PaCKOMOK MNOBbILAET JaTy norpebeHns No HakoHeYHKam
ctpen (sic!) po «koHua V B. 8o H.3.» (Agulnicov 2003, 43).
IMpu 3TOM xnocckue nyxnoropnble amdopbl Bapuanta llI-B
no C.H0. MoHaxoBy nossnaoTcA B 480-470-€ IT. 0 H.3.

1 MONb3YoTCA 0COH60M MOMYNAPHOCTBIO HA NMPOTAKEHNM
BTOPOIi YeTBepTH V B. 0 H.3., CMEHAACH 3aTeM, B

cepefmnHe CToNeTuA, NO3AHEeNyX10ropsbiM BApUaHTOM C
nepexsaToM Ha ropnie (MoHaxos 2003, 18, Tabn. 7/1-3), k
KOTOPOMY U OTHOCUTCA 3K3emnnAp u3 Yobpyyeit. MoaTomy
ONTUMasIbHOM faToi Ana norpebenus u3 HYobpyueii cnemyet
cynTaThb TPETbIO YeTBepTb V B. 40 H.3., YTO NO3BONAET
CMHXPOHU3MPOBATb 3TOT KOMIJIEKC C KypraHoM 3 MpecHoTo
Morubl.
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allows us to synchronize this assemblage with the burial
mound 3 of the Mresnota Mohyla group.

First of all, it should be noted that the overwhelming
majority of cauldron finds (12 out of 17) in the
Carpathian-Dniester region are associated in one way
or another with burial mounds or burials. It seems that
the earliest finds of cauldrons were found in the north
of the area: the cauldron from the Shvaikivtsi from a
burial mound of the third quarter of the 7™ century can
be attributed to the Early Scythian period, and probably,
the stray find from Iacobeni also belongs to that time.

It is also possible to assign the find from Ivane-Puste

to the Early Scythian period (or to the early Middle
Scythian). Assemblages with cauldrons from the Lower
Dniester and the Lower Danube date to the middle of
the 5™ century BC at the earliest, while the majority of
the cauldrons belongs to the third quarter of the century
and then disappear in the early 4™ century BC. The
chronological position of the stray finds could hardly

be determined. However, the cauldron from Ograda
most likely belongs to the third quarter - the second
half of the 5™ century BC by analogy with an item from
Rascaietii Noi. The design of the cauldron from Scortaru
Vechi is so original, and even A. Melyukova decided that
it rather belongs to the Hunnic (sic!) period (Mentoxosa
1979, 8). Of course, it is tempting to associate this
cauldron with the Saka three-legged cauldrons, known
from the 5™ century BC mainly on the territory of the
Seven Rivers or Zhetysu (Demuzerko 2008, 39-40;

I xymambexoBa, basapbaesa 2013, 35; Cracckast 2017,
20). Nevertheless, despite some typical technological
details (the shape of the bottom, and the location of the
“legs”), there are also fundamental differences with the

Mperae Bcero obpallaeT Ha cebs BHUMaHME TOT BaKT, uTo
nogasnatoLLlee 60MbWMHCTBO HAXOA0K KOT0B (12 13 17)

B Kapnaro-lTogHecTpoBbe, Tak 1 nHave, CBA3aHO C
KYpraHHbIMI MOTUIbHUKAMM, HACBINAMW WX MOrPebeHNAMMU.
loxosKe, 4To Hanbonee paHHUe HAX04KM KOT/IOB
0OHapYMBAIOTCA HA CEBEPE PETMOHA — K HUM TOYHO MOMKHO
OTHEeCTM KOTeN U3 KypraHHoro norpedexus y LLiBaiikoBLoB
TpeTbeit YetBepTyn VIl B. [0 H.3. M 3K3eMnnsAp u3 AKobeHb.
B03M0*HO, paHHECKNPCKMM BpeMEHEM (M HAYaIoOM
CpedHecKMdCKOro) aaTupyeTca n Haxoaka u3 Vsaxe-
[Mycte. Komnnekcol ¢ Kotnamm u3 HuHero MogHecTpoBbA
1 HuHero lNMofyHaBbA OTHOCATCA KO BPEMEHU He paHee
cepefuHbl V B. 40 H.3., NPV 3TOM OCHOBHAA Macca KOT0B
[aTupyeTcA TpeTbel YEeTBEPTbIO CTONETHA, @ 3aTEM OHU
ncyesatoT B Hadane 1V B. o H.3. HeCKONbKO CoxHee

CO C/ly4alHbIMU HaxofKamu, XoTa KoTen n3 Orpaabl,
BEpPOATHEee BCero, 0THOCUTCA K TPeTben YeTBepTu — BTOPON
nonosuHe V B. [0 H.3. N0 aHANOMMM C 3K3EMMIAPOM U3
HoBbix Packanuos. Koten u3 Ckopuapy-Bexb HacTonbKo
HeoGbl4eH Mo CBOEMY UCMOJHEHNIO, YTo Aaxe AM.
MentoKoBa pelumna 0THECTH ero K F'yHHCKOW 3noxe
(Mentorkosa 1979, 8). KoHeuHo, BenMK cobnasH cBaA3aTh
3TOT KOTEN C CaKCKUMM TPEXHOTVMMM KOT/IaMK, U3BECTHBIMU
¢ V B. 10 H.3. IMaBHbIM 06pa3oM Ha Tepputopun CeMupeydbs
(OemnaeHko 2008, 39-40; [xymamberoBa, basapbaesa
2013, 35; Cnacckana 2017, 20). Tem He MeHee, HECMOTPA Ha
HEKOTOPYI0 0OLWHOCTb TEXHOMOTUYECKIX AeTaneil (popma
[Ha, PaCrosioKeHNE HOMKEK), eCTb ¥ NPUHLMNUATIBbHBIE
PasnnumnA C CEMUPEYEHCKUMM KoTNaMu. Tak, Hanpumep, Ha
BCeX 6e3 UCKMIYeHUA TPEXHOTVX KOTaX CEMUPEYEHCKOro
TVMa OTCYTCTBYIOT BEPTUKANbHBIE PYYKM HA BEHLIE, HOMKM
ropasfo BbILE W, KaK Npasunio, opopMeHsl B 3BEPUHOM
CTUNe, BepEBOYHbI OPHAMEHT Ha TYNI0BE HE HAXOAUT
aHanorum.



Seven Rivers cauldrons. For example, all three-legged
cauldrons of the Zhetysu type (without exception) have
no vertical handles on the rim, the legs are much higher
and usually decorated in animal style, and the rope
ormament on the body has no equivalent in Asia.

There is a significant chronological difference between
the northern group (forest-steppe, Bukovina-Podolia) of
cauldrons and the southern one (steppe, Lower Danube-
Lower Dniester). At the same time, the chronological
priority remains with the first, northern group, where
Scythian cauldrons are known since the middle of

the 7* century BC. Bronze cast cauldrons (with their
carriers, of course) penetrated the steppe 150-200 years
later, as well as burials of warriors, which appear in the
steppe region in the west no earlier than the middle

of the 5™ century BC. Most assemblages (and, most
likely, stray finds) of bronze cauldrons also belong to
the second half of the 5" century BC. The unique find
from the Saharma Mare hillfort probably belongs to

this time and is the latest cauldron discovered within
the settlements. And the Saharna find itself raises
several important, but so far, unfortunately, unresolved
questions such as: How did the Scythian cauldron get
into the Getian fortified settlement, since such things
are directly related to the Scythian warrior elites

and can hardly be considered as an object of trade

or exchange? Or, was it cast in the Saharna Mare or
was it brought along? And if it was brought along,

was it delivered intact or fragmented? And the most
important question: was it a gift, a trophy or the result
of the looting of a burial mound?
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TakuM 06pa3oM, HaMLO CyLLeCTBEHHAA Pa3HULA BO
BPEMEHWN MEHKAY YC/IOBHO CEBEPHON (NeCOCTENHON,
OYKOBMHCKOI-MOA0MBCKO) rPYMMOi KOT/IOB U 0XHOVA
(cTenHoM, HUKHeBYHAWCKON-HUKHeHeCTPOBCKOW). Mpu
3TOM 6e3YC/I0BHbIN XPOHOOrMYECKHMIA MPUOPUTET OCTAETCSA
3a NepBoK, B paMKax KOTOPOMN KOT/Ibl U3BECTHbI C CepeyHbI
VII B. 5o H.3. BpoH30Bble UTbIE KOT/IbI (BMECTE CO CBOMMM
HOCWTENAMM) MPOHUKAIOT B CTenb Ha 150-200 neT nosske,
KaK, COBCTBEHHO, W «BOMHCKME» MOrpebasibHbIe KOMMEKCHI,
KOTOpbIe NMOABNAOTCA B CTEMHbIX PErMOHaX Ha 3anaje

He paHee cepeuHbl V B. 0 H.3. Ko BTOpOW nonoBuHe

V B. [10 H.3. OTHOCUTCA 1 6NbLLAA YACTb KOMMEKCOB (U,

o BCeii BUAMMOCTH, C/ly4aiiHblX HAX040K) OPOH30BbIX
KOT/IOB, NPW 3TOM AHECTPOBCKME KypraHbl C KOTAamu B
CpefiHEM HEMHOTO MO3AHee AyHAWCKUX 1 LaTUpyoTCA
nocnegHei YetsepTblo V - Havanom |V B. oo H.3. BepoATHo,
K 3TOMY BpeMeH! OTHOCUTCA W e AMHCTBEHHAA HAX0AKa

c retckoro ropoauia y Caxapra Mape. bonee Toro, no
BCEN BUAUMOCTU, 3TO CaMblii MO3AHNUIA «MOCENEHYECKUIA»
KoTen. 3aTeMm, B Hayane IV B. 10 H.3. ¥X CTaHOBUTCA
3HAUNTE/IbHO MeHblLIE, YTOBbI K KOHLY BTOPOW YeTBEPTH
CTONETUA OKOHYATENBHO UCHE3HYTh U3 KyNbTYPHBIX MPaKTUK
Hacenenua cteneit CeBepo-3anagHoro MpuyepHoMopbA.

Haxopgka n3 CaxapHbl NOAHAMAET HECKOMIbKO BAXHEMLINX,
HO MOKa, K COMaeHnto, HepeLlaemblX BOMPOCOoB. KaknMm
06pa3oM CKUDCKUIA KOTEN OKA3asCA Ha FETCKOM rOpOAMNLLE,
YUMTbIBAA, YTO TaKWe BELLW MMEIOT NPAMOE OTHOLLEHNe

K CKUGDCKON BOOPYHEHHON 3/1Te U BPAA I MOTYT
paccMaTpuBaTbCA Kak 06beKT TOProB/M UK 0bMeHa?

Bbin i KoTen oTuT B CaxapHe Unm e Hbin NpuBe3eH?
Ecnu npuBeseH — To B KayecTBe nofapka, Tpoden nam B
pe3ynbTaTe orpabneHus KypraHa?
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Cuvinte-cheie: biritualism, cultura geticd, epoca fierului, inhumatie, incineratie, rit funerar.

Rezumat: Manifestarile funerare reflectate de ansamblurile de vestigii arheologice au stimulat mereu discutii privind diversitatea
granitelor sociale, etnice sau culturale, pe care acestea le-ar fi putut contura in trecut. Pentru perioada de trecere de la prima la

cea de-a doua epoca a fierului, delimitarea intre ritul inhumatiei si cel al incineratiei — ca elemente distincte specifice unei anumite
comunitati etnoculturale — este aproape imposibila gratie coexistentei celor doud traditii. in literatura de specialitate s-au conturat
mai multe ipoteze, care fac referinte la o tranzitie treptata de la predominarea inhumatiei la cea a incineratiei, la complexitatea unui
ritual funerar prelungit sau la reflectarea unor transformari religioase ipotetice. Asa sau altfel, studierea biritualismului prezent la mai
multe comunitati reconstituite arheologic, necesita o abordare complexa si prudenta.

Keywords: bi-ritualism, Getic culture, Iron Age, inhumation, cremation, funerary rite.

Abstract: Funerary manifestations reflected by the assemblages of archaeological vestiges have always stimulated discussions
regarding the diversity of social, ethnic or cultural borders, which they could have outlined in the past. For the transition period from
the first to the second Iron Age, the delimitation between the rite of inhumation and that of cremation as distinct elements specific to a
certain ethno-cultural community is almost impossible due to the coexistence of the two traditions. Several hypotheses have emerged
in the specialized literature, which refer to a gradual transition from the predominance of inhumation to that of cremation, to the
complexity of a prolonged funeral ritual or to the reflection of hypothetical religious transformations. One way or another, the study of
bi-ritualism present in several archaeologically reconstructed communities requires a complex and cautious approach.

Riturile si ritualurile funerare reprezinta unul dintre Funerary rites and rituals represent one of the most fertile

cele mai fertile aspecte ale arheologiei atrase in diverse
interpretdri sociale, etnice, religioase etc., abordate -
nu ntotdeauna argumentat - drept un domeniu foarte
conservator, puternic legat de traditii, iar de aici -
atasat de anumite valori sau norme comunitare. In
acest sens, sunt relevante constatdrile etnografice de
acum mai bine de doua secole, in contextul cercetarii
traditiilor funerare, ca ,obiceiurile se pastreaza mai cu
credintd Tn paturile inferioare ale societatii, pe cand

n cele superioare ele se schimbd mereu, dupa cum un
popor vine in atingere cu elementele straine” (Burada
1882, 4). Natura relativa a acestui conservatism poate

aspects of archaeology drawn into various social, ethnic,
religious and other interpretations. Approached, not always
argued, as a very conservative field, strongly linked to
traditions, and hence - attached to certain community
values or norms. In this sense, in the context of the
research of funeral traditions, the ethnographic findings of
more than two centuries ago that “customs are preserved
more faithfully in the lower strata of society, while in the
upper ones they are always changing, as people come

into contact with foreign elements”, are relevant (Burada
1882, 4). The relative nature of this conservatism may be
determined by social processes. However, the funeral rite



fi determinatd de procese sociale. Cu toate acestea,
ritul funerar si modul de tratare a defunctilor este cel
mai relevant element, probabil, al traditiilor funerare,
implicat tn atribuirile etnice sau etnoculturale.

Ritul, ritualul funerar, inclusiv inventarul funerar,
sunt tratate demult drept un indiciu identitar,
respectiv un criteriu al atribuirilor etnice (Parvan
1926, 371). Dupd cum nota V. Parvan, biritualismul,
prin alternarea inhumatiei si a incineratiei, este o
caracteristicd generala pentru populatia autohtona

din epoca bronzului pana in epoca La Téne, tindnd
cont tnsa de predominarea crematiei (Parvan 1926,
632), fara a implica aici anumite influente iminente
strdine. Delimitarea strictd a celor doua rituri in sensul
reflectarii unei delimitdri etnice si, mai ales, ideea
absolutizarii incineratiei pentru traco-geti este respinsa
si de L. Niculitd, care abordeaza evolutia culturald a
comunitdtilor din secolele VI-I a. Chr. din perspectiva
dezvoltdrii unui fond comun din prima epoca a fierului
(Hukynwus 1987, 25, 28, 57).

In general, in perioada cuprinsa intre tnceputurile
primei epoci a fierului si mijlocul mil. I a. Chr.
alterneaza predominarea incineratiei si inhumatiei.
Incepand cu sec. V a. Chr. totusi, incineratia devine un
rit net predominant in sud-estul Europei. Generalizarea
biritualismului, cu prevalarea incineratiei atat in
necropolele tumulare, cat si in cele plane este un fapt
ilustrat bine din punct de vedere statistic, tinand
cont, evident, de stadiul cercetarilor. Predominarea
Tnmormantarilor de incineratie este relevanta in cazul
necropolelor cercetate relativ complet de la Hansca
,Lutdrie”, unde raportul dintre incinerati si inhumati

Biritualism interpretation issues in the Getic culture

and the way of treating the deceased is probably the most
relevant element of funeral traditions involved in ethnic or
ethno-cultural attribution.

The funeral rite and ritual, including the funeral
inventory, have long been treated as an identity indicator,
respectively a criterion of ethnic attribution (Parvan
1926, 371). As noted by V. Parvan, bi-ritualism, through
the alternation of inhumation and cremation, is a general
characteristic for the native population from the Bronze
Age to the La Tene Age, taking into account, however,
the predominance of cremation (Parvan 1926, 632),
without implying imminent foreign influences. The strict
delimitation of the two rites in the sense of reflecting an
ethnic delimitation and, above all, the idea of absolute
incineration for the Thraco-Getic is also rejected by

I. Niculitd, who approaches the cultural evolution of

the communities from the 6-1% centuries BC from the
perspective of the development of a common fund from
the first Iron Age (Hurynuus 1987, 25, 28, 57).

In general, in the period between the beginning of the
Early Iron Age and the middle of the 1 millennium BC,
the predominance of incineration and inhumation
alternates. Starting with the 5 century BC, however,
cremation becomes a distinctly predominant rite in south-
eastern Europe. Generalization of bi-ritualism, with the
predominance of cremation in both tumulus and flat
necropolises is a well-illustrated fact from a statistical
point of view, obviously taking into account the stage of
research. Predominance of cremation burials is relevant
in the case of the relatively completely researched
necropolises from Hansca “Lutdrie”, where the ratio of
cremated to buried is 62 to 8, Hansca | - 3 to 1, Strahotin-

157



158

Probleme de interpretare a biritualismului in cultura getica

este de 62 la 8, Hansca I - 3 la 1, Strahotin-Dangeni -
18 la 1. In cazul necropolei de la Danceni, mai timpurie
decat cele mentionate, acest raport este de 27 la 15.

O situatie tot mai interesanta este reprezentata de
amenajarile funerare din cadrul incintei fortificate de
la Stolniceni, in care, deocamdatd, s-a descoperit doar
o singurd Tnmormantare de incineratie tn urnd, fata de
depunerile de inhumatie cunoscute pand acum.

Dupa ritul funerar, necropolele plane si tumulare, dupa
cum se poate aprecia actualmente, se pot remarca atat
prin prezenta exclusiva a incineratiei sau a inhumatiei,
cdt si prin caracterul biritual. Numeric, predomina
necropolele de incineratie, urmate de cele birituale

si, intr-un numadr mai mic, sunt cele de inhumatie.
Cronologic, corelarea celor trei tipuri de necropole

este destul de sugestiva. In faza initiald, in secolele
VI-V a. Chr. predominarea biritualismului cedeazd in
fata incineratiei, care tn secolele IV-III a. Chr. este net
dominanta. Necropole cu rit exclusiv al incineratiei

se raspandesc in epoca ,hallstattiand tarzie” in zona
subcarpatica a Olteniei, Munteniei si a Moldovei, cum
sunt, in special, cele de la Ferigile, Barsesti, Curtea

de Arges, Telesti, Tigveni, Teiu, Slobozia etc., dar si in
Dobrogea, Campia Dunadrii si nord-vestul Bulgariei
(Vulpe 1967, 22).

Ritul inhumatiei, tn aceeasi perioada, este unul
exclusiv, in schimb, in regiunile nord-pontice,
desemnate prin notiunea genericd de ,lume sciticd”,
precum si in necropolele din mediul iliric, in secolele
VI-V a. Chr,, prevaleaza inhumatia, ca, de altfel, si in
cele de la Ciumbrud, Teius, Podolia, Szentes-Vekerzug,
Kustanovice, Chotin (Vulpe 1967, 22). Incineratia si

Dangeni - 18 to 1. In the case of Danceni necropolis,
earlier than those mentioned above, this ratio is 27 to
15. An increasingly interesting situation is represented
by the funerary arrangements in the fortified enclosure
at Stolniceni, in which, for the time being, only one in-urn
cremation burial has been discovered, compared to the
inhumation deposits known so far.

According to the funerary rite, flat and tumulus
necropolises, as can currently be appreciated, can be
noted both for the exclusive presence of incineration

or inhumation, as well as for their bi-ritual character.
Numerically, cremation necropolises predominate,
followed by bi-ritual ones and, in a smaller number, by
inhumation ones. Chronologically, the correlation of the
three types of necropolises is quite suggestive. In the
initial phase, in the 6-5™ centuries BC the predominance
of bi-ritualism gives way to incineration, which in the 4-3%
centuries BC is clearly dominant. Necropolises with the
exclusive rite of cremation spread in the “late Hallstatt”
era in the Sub-Carpathian area of Oltenia, Muntenia and
Moldova, such as, in particular, those at Ferigile, Barsesti,
Curtea de Arges, Telesti, Tigveni, Teius, Slobozia, etc., but
also in Dobrogea, the Danube Plain and north-western
Bulgaria (Vulpe 1967, 22).

The rite of inhumation, in the same period, is exclusive,
instead, in the North-Pontic regions, is designated by the
generic notion of “Scythian world”. Also, in the necropolises
of the lllyrian environment, in the 6-5 centuries BC,
inhumation prevails, as those from Ciumbrud, Teius,
Podolia, Szentes-Vekerzug, KuStanovice, Chotin (Vulpe
1967, 22). Cremation and the lack of a unique orientation
of the skeletons in the case of inhumation being assigned



lipsa orientdrii unice a scheletelor in cazul inhumatiei
sunt atribuite lumii tracice incd de A.I. Meliukova
(Mentoxosa 1979, 173).

Depunerea defunctilor sau a resturilor cinerare se
realiza atdt la suprafata solului sau in gropi mici,
greu de surprins, cdt si in gropi. Gropile funerare,
acolo unde s-a reusit surprinderea lor, mai ales in
necropolele plane, reprezinta forme diferite n plan:
ovale, rectangulare cu colturile rotunjite si rotunde.
Forma circulard a gropilor, caracteristica mai mult
Tnmormantarilor de incineratie, predomind in
necropola de la Hansca ,Lutdrie” (Hukynuis 1972),
apare frecvent in cea de la Giurgiulesti ,Vadul Boului”
(Arnaut 1999) si in celelalte necropole cunoscute,
avand dimensiuni variate intre 0,68x0,56 m si
2,25x1,00 m, asemdnadtoare cu cele ale gropilor de
formad rectangularad, care addpostesc atat tnhumati,
cdt si incinerati, cu dimensiunile de la 1,40x0,80 m la
3,00x1,80 m. Gropile de forma rotunda contin, de
reguld, resturi de incineratie, avand tn majoritatea
cazurilor diametrul de 0,30 - 0,40 m, dar se Intdlnesc
si gropi mai mari de 0,80 - 1,25 m. Adancimile gropilor
sunt, in general, cuprinse intre 0,20 si 1,45 m, in
functie de ritul inmormantarii.

Situatia respectiva prezintd similitudini in toate
necropolele plane, mono- sau biritualice amintite din
spatiul carpato-nistrean: Giurgiulesti ,Vadul Boului”,
Slobozia-Onesti, Bosanci, Strahotin-Dangeni, Hansca
,Lutarie”, Danceni. In cazul celei din urma, care dateazi
dintr-o faza timpurie, se intdlnesc gropi mari, de forma
rectangulard, in care s-au mai sdpat cate doud gropi
ovale mai mici ce contin resturi cinerare. Un alt aspect
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to the Thracian world since A.l. Meliukova (MenioxkoBa
1979, 173).

The deposition of the deceased or cremated remains was
done both on the surface of the ground or in small pits
and in graves. Burial pits, especially in flat necropolises,
represent different shapes: oval, rectangular with rounded
and round corners. The circular shape of the pits, more
characteristic of cremation burials, predominates in the
necropolis in Hansca “Lutarie” (Hukymuus 1972), frequently
appears in the one in Giurgiulesti “Vadul Boului” (Arnaut
1999) and in the other known necropolises, having varied
sizes between 0.68x0.56 m and 2.25x1.00 m, similar to
those of the rectangular pits, housing both the inhumed
and the cremated, with sizes from 1.40x0.80 m to
3.00x1.80 m. The round pits usually contain incineration
remains, having in most cases a diameter of 0.30 - 0.40
m, but there are also pits larger than 0.80 - 1.25 m. The
depths of pits are generally between 0.20 and 1.45 m,
depending on the funeral rite.

That situation shows similarities in all the flat, mono- or
bi-ritual necropolises mentioned in the Carpatho-Dniester
area: Giurgiulesti “Vadul Boului”, Slobozia-Onesti, Bosanci,
Strahotin-Dangeni, Hansca “Lutdrie”, Danceni. In the case
of the latter, which dates from an early phase, large,
rectangular pits are found, in which two smaller oval

pits containing cremated remains were dug. Another
interesting aspect of this necropolis is the burial pits, of
large size and rectangular shape, which preserve the traces
of simple constructions made of a wooden frame, smeared
with clay, supported by a pillar.
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interesant al acestei necropole 1l alcatuiesc gropile de
inhumatie, de dimensiuni mari si forma rectangularg,
care pastreaza urmele unor constructii simple din
carcasd de lemn, unsa cu lut, sustinute de un stalp.

Situatiile arheologice relativ clare in contextele
funerare bine conservate au conturat citeva tipuri de
morminte de incineratie: 1) morminte cu depunerea
resturilor cinerare ale defunctului direct pe sol; 2)
morminte cu depunerea oaselor incinerate in urna cu
sau fara capac, ultimele fiind mai putin frecvente si 3)
morminte de incineratie in gropi mari, care pot fi legate
si de tnmormantadrile de inhumatie. Tipurile respective
reflecta o traditie funerara uniformd, prezenta in toate
necropolele considerate ca apartinand populatiei locale
sedentare din spatiul carpato-nistrean. Mai mult decat
atdt, ele nu se delimiteaza tipologic si structural de
Ttnmormantarile necropolelor sincrone din spatiul
carpato-balcanic si istro-pontic.

Printre ritul predominant al incineratiei, necropolele
birituale contin inmormantdri de inhumatie, printre
care cu greu se poate distinge o reguld. Din varii cauze,
probabil, din motivul conservdrii nesatisfacdtoare,
pozitia si orientarea scheletelor umane este greu de
stabilit Tn majoritatea mormintelor de inhumatie.
Cele doud schelete din tumulul III de la Barsesti, a
caror pozitie este neclard, sunt orientate, probabil,
N-S (Morintz 1957, 221). In necropola de la Hansca
,Lutdrie” doar In cateva cazuri se poate vorbi sigur
despre pozitie si orientare: decubitus dorsal si pozitie
chircita pe dreapta, in ambele cazuri capul fiind intors
spre NV, acesta pastrand caracteristici din contextele
funerare ale primei epoci a fierului (Hukynuis 1972,

Relatively clear archaeological situations in well-
preserved funerary contexts have outlined several types
of cremation graves: 1) graves with the deposition of the
cremated remains of the deceased directly on the ground;
2) graves with the deposition of cremated bones in an
urn with or without a lid, the latter being less frequent,
and 3) cremation graves in large pits, which may also

be related to inhumation burials. These types reflect a
uniform funerary tradition, present in all the necropolises
considered as belonging to the sedentary local population
in the Carpatho-Dniester space. Moreover, they are not
demarcated typologically and structurally from the burials
of synchronous necropolises in the Carpatho-Balkan and
Istro-Pontic space.

Among the prevailing cremation rite, bi-ritual
necropolises contain inhumation burials, among which
one can hardly distinguish a rule. For various reasons,
probably due to unsatisfactory preservation, the position
and orientation of human skeletons is difficult to
establish in most inhumation graves. The two skeletons
from Barsesti tumulus Ill, whose position is unclear, are
probably oriented N-S (Morintz 1957, 221). In Hansca
necropolis “Lutarie”, only in a few cases can we speak
with certainty about the position and orientation: dorsal
decubitus and crouching position on the right, in both
cases the head is turned to the NW, the latter retaining
characteristics from the funerary contexts of the first
Iron Age (Hurynuus 1972, 115). All the 15 inhumation
graves in Danceni represent skeletons in a dorsal
decubitus position, with different orientations: SE, E, W,
NW (TanywHan 1979, 57). Immaculately preserved, the
skeleton from the “oven” grave in Poienesti “Magura” was
placed in a dorsal decubitus position, oriented NW - SE



115). Toate cele 15 morminte de inhumatie de la
Danceni reprezintd schelete Tn pozitie decubitus dorsal,
avand orientari diferite: SE, E, V, NV (JlamtyurHsH 1979,
57). Pastrat impecabil, scheletul din mormantul-
scuptor” de la Poienesti ,Magura” a fost asezat in
pozitie decubitus dorsal, orientat NV - SE (Vulpe 1953,
313, fig. 97). La Vaslui ,Curtile Domnesti”, mormantul
de inhumatie in pozitie chircitd pe partea stanga cu
fata spre E a fost apreciat ca fiind anterior celorlalte
morminte, care sunt de incineratie (Mandescu 2010,
108, catalog nr. 668).

Frecventele cazuri in care pozitia si orientarea
defunctilor Tnhumati este neclard pot fi legate nu
doar de distrugerea mormintelor, dar si de depunerea
intentionatd a oaselor fara conexiune anatomica.
Depuneri de schelete, fard respectarea unei conexiuni
anatomice, dar si lipsite de inventar funerar, sunt
prezente in necropola de la Strahotin-Dangeni
(Sadurschi 1992, 183) si sunt frecvente in necropola
din incinta fortificata de la Stolniceni.

Traditia istoriograficd — nu fara argumente de

ordin arheologic - atribuie comunitatilor locale

getice obiceiul incinerdrii, care este, daca nu unul
exclusiv, atunci unul predominant. Pornind de la
necropola tumulara exclusiv de incineratie de la
Ferigile, specificul ritului si ritualului funerar pentru
comunitatile predominant tracice reprezintd, in
general, biritualismul, cu prevalarea evidenta a
incineratiei, utilizarea vaselor obisnuite, confectionate
n tehnicd rudimentard, in calitate de urna funerara in
care se depunea cenusa si, in fine, sardcia inventarului
care, de reguld, includea grupari constante de vase,
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(Vulpe 1953, 313, fig. 97). In Vaslui “Curtile Domnesti” the
inhumation grave in a crouched position on the left side
facing E was assessed as pre-dating the other cremation
graves (Mandescu 2010, 108, catalogue no. 668).

The frequent cases in which the position and orientation of
the inhumed deceased is unclear, can be related not only
to the destruction of the graves, but also to the intentional
deposition of bones without anatomical connection.
Deposits of skeletons, without respecting an anatomical
connection, but also lacking a funerary inventory, are
present in the necropolis at Strahotin-Dangeni (Sadurschi
1992, 183) and are frequent in the necropolis in the
fortified area at Stolniceni.

The historiographical tradition, not without archaeological
arguments, attributes to local Getic communities the habit
of cremation, which is, if not exclusive, then predominant.
Starting from the exclusively cremation tumulus necropolis
at Ferigile, the specifics of the funeral rite and ritual

for the predominantly Thracian communities are, in
general, bi-ritualism, with the obvious predominance

of incineration, the use of ordinary vessels, made in
rudimentary techniques, as a funeral urn in which the
ashes were deposited and, finally, the poverty of the
inventory which, as a rule, included constant groupings of
vessels, rarely metal pieces, including bronze brooches,
etc. The respective characteristics reflect, in fact, an
obvious continuation of the funerary traditions of the 6-5™
centuries and 4-3™ centuries BC, as already mentioned in
the specialized literature (Mentokosa 1979, 121).

The predominance of cremation graves over inhumation
graves in bi-ritual necropolises is obvious. The well-known
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rareori piese metalice, printre care fibule de bronz
etc. Respectivele caracteristici reflectd, de fapt, si
o evidenta continuare a traditiilor funerare din
sec. VI-V a. Chr. si in sec. IV-III a. Chr., dupa cum
s-a mentionat deja in literatura de specialitate
(MentoxoBa 1979, 121).

Prevalarea mormintelor de incineratie fata de cele de
inhumatie in necropolele birituale este evidentd. Bine-
cunoscutele necropole, Tn mare mdsura contemporane,
dar aflate la o distantda mare una de alta - cele de

la Zimnicea ,Campul Mortilor” si Hansca ,Lutdrie” -
prezintd un raport intre incineratie si inhumatie de
162 la 4 si, respectiv 35 la 9 (Alexandrescu 1980, 42;
Hukynuis 1972, 121).

Prezenta inmormantdrilor de inhumatie in pozitie
ntinsd ori chircitd, in cadrul necropolelor atribuite
culturii getice, poate fi explicatad si ca rezultat al

unor traditii de ritual urmat de geti din vremurile
anterioare, cum demonstreaza manifestarile funerare
din cadrul necropolelor de la Stoicani, Soldanesti

etc. (Huxynuus 1973, 40). Insa trebuie si tinem

cont ca o bund parte a mormintelor prezinta dovezi
clare de interventii repetate, legate, cel mai probabil,
de activitdtile ritualice de dupd tnhumare si cele

de deranjare a inventarului in procesul exhumarii
cadavrului (Babes, Miritoiu 2011, 120). Sdpdturile din
necropola tumulard din sec. VII-V a. Chr. de la Cajvana-
Codru, jud. Suceava marturisesc, aldturi de practicarea
biritualismului, o serie de reinhumari (Ignat 2006,
38), ceea ce poate fortifica ideea unor practici funerare
prelungite anume n perioada imediat anterioara celei
de-a doua epoci a fierului.

necropolises, largely contemporary, but located at a great
distance from each other - those from Zimnicea “Campul
Mortilor” and Hansca “Lutarie” present a ratio between
cremation and inhumation of 162 to 4 and, respectively, 35
to 9 (Alexandrescu 1980, 42; Hukynuys 1972, 121).

The presence of inhumation burials in a lying or crouched
position, in the necropolises attributed to the Getic culture,
can also be explained as a result of some ritual traditions
followed by the Gets from previous times, as evidenced

by the funerary manifestations within the necropolises

of Stoicani, Soldanesti, etc. (Hukynuus 1973, 40). But it
must be taken into account that a good part of the graves
show clear evidence of repeated interventions, most
probably related to the ritual activities after the burial

and the inventory activities in the process of exhuming

the body (Babes, Miritoiu 2011, 120). Excavations in the
tumulus necropolis in the 7-5 centuries BC in Cojvana-
Codru, Suceava county witness, along with the practice of
bi-ritualism, a series of reburials (Ignat 2006, 38), which
can strengthen the idea of prolonged burial practices,
specifically in the period immediately preceding the second
[ron Age.

The manifestation of prolonged funeral practices,

as a working hypothesis in the interpretation of the
combination of the elements of cremation with those of
inhumation, is treated by M. Babes. Its starting point is
the archaeological situations within the necropolises in
the 6/5-3" centuries a. Chr. in Borosesti and Poienesti.
The five Getic burials in Borosesti necropolis are classified
by the excavation author into three types (Babes, Miritoiu
2011, 104): 1) in-urn cremation graves with a lid; 2)
cremation grave with cremation remains on the ground, in



Manifestarea practicilor funerare prelungite,

ca ipoteza de lucru in interpretarea combinadrii
elementelor incineratiei cu cele ale inhumatiei, este
tratata de M. Babes. Punctul de plecare al acesteia
sunt situatiile arheologice din cadrul necropolelor din
secolele V/IV-IIT a. Chr. de la Borosesti si Poienesti.
Cele cinci Tnmormantari getice din cadrul necropolei
de la Borosesti sunt clasificate de autorul sapaturilor
n trei tipuri (Babes, Miritoiu 2011, 104): 1) morminte
de incineratie in urnd cu capac; 2) mormant de
incineratie cu depunerea resturilor cinerare pe sol, in
centrul unei gropi rectangulare de dimensiunile unui
mormant de inhumatie; inventarul ceramic (vasele de
ofrandd) erau depuse la extremitdtile gropii; atrage
atentia faptul cd oasele calcinate si inventarul fac
parte din umplutura gropii, nefiind depuse pe fundul
acesteia; 3) la fel ca si tipul al doilea, este destul

de sugestiv: structuri prezentate ca morminte, prin
gropi ovale alungite, de dimensiunile si orientarea
mormintelor tipului 2, insa lipsite de oseminte - fie
Tnhumate, fie incinerate. Totusi prezenta inventarului
Tn combinatia tipica ritualului funerar al vremii
sugereaza caracterul de mormant al structurii, fie si
cenotaf. La Poienesti, necropola getica contine doud
tipuri de Tnmormantari: structuri cu incineratie in
urnd si structuri cu resturile cinerare depuse gramada
pe fundul gropii. Cel de-al doilea tip prezintad interes
prin gropile rectangulare sau ovale alungite, de
dimensiuni mari, care, evident, depdsesc cu mult
spatiul necesar unei depuneri de oase calcinate si
cdtorva piese de inventar (Babes, Miritoiu 2011, 105),
acesta corespunzand tipului 2 de la Borosesti, cel
putin, situatiile pot fi comparate, inclusiv cu al treilea
tip de structuri de la Borosesti. Faptul cd aceste gropi
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the center of a rectangular pit the size of an inhumation
grave. The ceramic inventory (offering vessels) were
deposited at the ends of the pit. It draws attention to the
fact that the calcined bones and the inventory are part of
the filling of the pit, not being deposited on its bottom;

3) as well as the second type, it is quite suggestive:
structures presented as graves, through elongated oval
pits of the dimensions and orientation of the graves of
type 2, but without bones, either inhumed or cremated.
However, the presence of the inventory in a combination
typical of the funeral ritual of the time suggests the

tomb, even a cenotaph character of the structure. In
Poienesti, the Getic necropolis contains two types of
burials: structures with in-urn cremation and structures
with cremated remains piled at the bottom of the pit.

The second type is interesting due to the elongated
rectangular or oval pits, of large dimensions, which
obviously far exceed the space required for a deposit of
calcined bones and a few inventory pieces (Babes, Miritoiu
2011, 105). This type corresponds to type 2 in Borosesti,
at least the situations can be compared, including with the
third type of structures in Borosesti. The fact that these
sepulchral pits with cremation are of the same shape, size
and orientation as the inhumation ones, and they and their
inventory clearly bear the traces of repeated disturbances,
determines M. Babes to formulate the idea about the
“prolonged” character of the funeral ritual, in which the
rites follow each other, the deceased being subjected to
new treatments after a certain time (Babes, Miritoiu 2017,
105). So, the deceased was exhumed from the initial

pit and burned and the cremation remains deposited in
another pit with the same characteristics, as in the case
of types 2 and 3 in Borosesti, or in the same pit in which
it had been buried previously, as in Poienesti.
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sepulcrale cu incineratie sunt de aceleasi forme,
dimensiuni si orientdri ca si cele de inhumatie, iar
ele si inventarul lor poartd clar urmele unor deranjari
repetate, 1l conduce pe M. Babes la formularea ideii
despre caracterul ,prelungit” al ritualului funerar,

n care riturile se succed, defunctul fiind supus

unor tratamente noi dupd un anumit timp (Babes,
Miritoiu 2011, 105). Deci mortul era exhumat din
groapa initiala, supus arderii, iar resturile cinerare se
depuneau intr-o alta groapd cu aceleasi caracteristici,
ca In cazul tipurilor 2 si 3 de la Borosesti, sau in
aceeasi groapd in care fusese inhumat anterior, ca la
Poienesti.

Analogii ale unor astfel de situatii arheologice in
cadrul necropolelor de la mijlocul si a doua jumatate
a mileniului I a. Chr. pot fi atestate in diferite regiuni
ale spatiului carpato-danubiano-pontic, cu toate
rezervele fata de gradul de documentare al acestora.
Astfel, se constata prezenta unui numar impundtor de
morminte de incineratie cu gropi mari in cadrul unui
sir de necropole birituale si monorituale, cum ar fi
cele de la Onesti-Slobozia, Strahotin, Hansca ,Lutdrie”,
Danceni, Parjolteni din Moldova; Stelnica-Gradistea
Mare, Gradistea Coslogeni (Ialomita), Zimnicea,
Fantanele (Teleorman), Telita, Murighiol (Tulcea) din
zona Dunadrii de Jos; Baita (Mures), Olteni (Covasna)
din Transilvania si Szentes-Vekerzug si Tapidszele

din cdmpia Tisei. Este deci incontestabild raspandirea
unui asemenea fenomen Intr-un spatiu destul de vast
(Babes, Miritoiu 2011, 147, fig. 16). Acestea ar fi si
argumentele arheologice ale sustinerii ideii unui rit de
Tnmormantare complex, care presupune succesiunea
unor etape: Inhumare, exhumare, incinerare si

Analogies of such archaeological situations in necropolises
in the middle and second half of the 1<t millennium a. Chr.
can be attested in different regions of the Carpathian-
Danubian-Pontic space with all the reservations regarding
their degree of documentation. Thus, the presence of an
impressive number of cremation graves with large pits

in a series of bi-ritual and mono-ritual necropolises, such
as those in Onesti-Slobozia, Strahotin, Hansca “Lutdrie”,
Danceni, Parjolteni in Moldova; Stelnica-Gradistea Mare,
Grddistea Coslogeni (lalomita), Zimnicea, Fantanele
(Teleorman), Telita, Murighiol (Tulcea) in the Lower Danube
area; Baita (Mures), Olteni (Covasna) in Transylvania

and Szentes-Vekerzug and Tapidszele in the Tisza plain.
The spread of such a phenomenon in a rather vast space
is therefore undeniable (Babes, Miritoiu 2011, 147, fig.
16). These would also be the archaeological arguments
supporting the idea of a complex funeral rite, which
involves a sequence of stages: inhumation, exhumation,
cremation and final deposition. From such a perspective,
“bi-ritualism” would not imply, therefore, the coexistence
of two separate rites, but their succession (Babes, Miritoiu
2011, 106-107) or a “particular type of bi-ritualism, first
involving inhumation, as a temporary, provisional treatment,
and then cremation, as the final, definitive treatment”
(Babes, Miritoiu 2011, 126).

Although the results of research carried out at the
necropolis in the 4™-3r centuries BC in Olteni “Cariera de
nisip” (Covasna) illustrate similar situations, the authors
of the excavations reject the idea of any prolonged
funeral ritual. This necropolis, in which, for now, only
cremation graves are known, has characteristics similar
to other Getic necropolises, also meeting the deposition
of cremation remains in large rectangular pits (Sirbu,



depunere finala. Dintr-o asemenea perspectiva
Joiritualismul” nu ar presupune, asadar, coexistenta a
doua rituri separate, ci succesiunea lor (Babes, Miritoiu
2011, 106-107) sau un ,tip particular de biritualism,
implicdnd mai intdi inhumatia, ca tratament temporar,
provizoriu, iar apoi incineratia ca tratament final,
definitiv” (Babes, Miritoiu 2011, 126).

Desi rezultatele cercetarilor efectuate la necropola
din secolele IV-III a. Chr. de la Olteni ,Cariera de
nisip” (Covasna) ilustreazad situatii similare, autorii
sapdturilor resping ideea vreunui ritual funerar
prelungit. Aceastd necropold, In care se cunosc,
deocamdatd, doar morminte de incineratie, prezinta
caracteristici asemdndtoare si altor necropole getice,
tntalnindu-se, de asemenea, depunerea resturilor
cinerare in gropi rectangulare de dimensiuni mari
(Strbuy, Cavruc, Buzea 2008, 128, fig. 2). Ritul, ritualul
si inventarul funerar incadreaza in mod evident acest
sit n traditiile culturii getice, iar prezenta lui in sud-
estul Transilvaniei demonstreaza caracterul relativ al
unei granite naturale (Carpatii Orientali) in raspandirea
unei traditii etnoculturale. Atribuirea etnicd afirmata
de autori implicd discutii aparte. Interes prezinta
abordarea de cdtre acestia a practicilor de depunere

a mormintelor de incineratie tn gropi caracteristice
celor de inhumatie. Astfel, inlocuirea ritului inhumatiei
cu cel al incineratiei nu a eliminat complet traditia
formei gropilor, pastrate in virtutea unor motive
rituale greu de precizat (Sirbu, Cavruc, Buzea 2008,
120). Respingerea ipotezei, expuse de M. Babes,
despre existenta unor practici funerare prelungite
este argumentata prin lipsa unor urme de interventii
repetate Tn aceste gropi si a resturilor de oase nearse,
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Cavruc, Buzea 2008, 128, fig. 2). The funerary rite, ritual
and inventory obviously place this site in the traditions

of the Getic culture, and its presence in the south-east

of Transylvania demonstrates the relative character of a
natural border (Eastern Carpathians) in the spread of an
ethno-cultural tradition. The ethnic attribution claimed by
the authors need separate discussions. Of interest is their
approach to the practices of depositing cremation graves
in inhumation-characteristic pits. Thus, the replacement
of the rite of inhumation with that of cremation did not
completely eliminate the tradition of the shape of the
pits, preserved by virtue of some ritual reasons that are
difficult to specify (Sirbu, Cavruc, Buzea 2008, 120). The
rejection of the hypothesis, presented by M. Babes, about
the existence of prolonged burial practices is argued by
the lack of traces of repeated interventions in these pits
and the remains of unburned bones, which could remain
untouched by the subsequent stages of the treatment of
the deceased (Sirbu, Cavruc, Buzea 2008, 120).

Research in Stolniceni (Hancesti) demonstrates the
presence of biritualism through at least one in-urn
cremation burial, discovered in the extra-tumulus space
(Ursu-Naniu, Corobcean 2014, 384). The presence of
piles of human bones does not exclude the possibility of
supposing different stages of a prolonged funeral ritual,
a fact that only future investigations will be able to
demonstrate.

The Istro-Pontic region also includes relevant
archaeological situations from the point of view of
cultural differences, accentuated within the funeral ritual.
In this sense, the necropolis next to the settlement at
Celic-Dere presents a model of bi-ritualism characteristic
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care puteau ramdne neatinse de etapele ulterioare ale
tratarii defunctilor (Strbu, Cavruc, Buzea 2008, 120).

Cercetdrile de la Stolniceni (Hancesti) demonstreaza
prezenta biritualismului prin, cel putin, o
Tfnmormantare de incineratie in urnd, descoperita in
spatiul extra-tumular (Ursu-Naniu, Corobcean 2014,
384). Prezenta gramezilor de oase umane nu exclude
posibilitatea sd se presupuna si aici etape diferite ale
unui ritual funerar prelungit, fapt care-1 vor putea
demonstra doar investigatiile viitoare.

Regiunea istro-pontica include, de asemenea, situatii
arheologice relevante din punctul de vedere al
deosebirilor culturale, accentuate n cadrul ritualului
funerar. In acest sens, necropola aldturata asezdrii

de la Celic-Dere prezinta un model al biritualismului
caracteristic comunitdtilor din spatiul balcano-carpato-
pontic, dar in care predomina totusi ritul inhumatiei
(Simion 2000, 70, 76, 79, fig. 4; 7). Pe 1anga materialul
grecesc si piesele de armament, un loc important tn
inventarul funerar il ocupa ceramica confectionata cu
mana, reprezentata de vase in forma de sac, inzestrate
cu brau alveolar intrerupt de proeminente aplatizate
sau vase-clopot decorate cu butoni in partea superioarad
si Tnzestrate cu proeminente-suporturi aplatizate pe
diametrul maxim al vasului (Simion 2000, 80, fig. 8).
Materialul ceramic lucrat cu mana se incadreazad clar
n stilul ceramic caracteristic lumii traco-getice.

Unele situatii, considerate improprii unui rit si ritual
specific al getilor, au fost expuse de G. Simion in
privinta necropolelor de la Celic-Dere, Ciucurova si
Histria-sat. Acesta opineazad ca din deosebirea de rit si

of the communities in the Balkan-Carpatho-Pontic

area, but in which, however, the rite of inhumation
predominates (Simion 2000, 70, 76, 79, fig. 4; 7). In
addition to Greek material and pieces of weaponry, an
important place in the funerary inventory is occupied by
hand-made pottery, represented by sack-shaped vessels,
endowed with an alveolar belt interrupted by flattened
protrusions, or bell vessels decorated with knobs on the
upper part and endowed with flattened protrusions-
supports on the maximum diameter of the vessel (Simion
2000, 80, fig. 8). The hand-made ceramic material clearly
fits into the ceramic style characteristic of the Thracian-
Getic world.

Some situations, considered inappropriate for a specific
rite and ritual of the Getic, were exposed by G. Simion
regarding the necropolises at Celic-Dere, Ciucurova and
Histria. He opines that from the difference in rite and
ritual present here, it would result that they were left

by non-Getic communities, possibly of Thracian origin
(Simion 1998, 549). In this case, they insist on an almost
strict determination of the Getic through the funeral rite
of cremation, even if the presence of biritualism since the
Bronze Age in the respective space, recognized for a long
time in the specialized literature, would omit an ethnic
labelling of a funeral tradition. This phenomenon is well
observed in the case of the bi-ritual necropolis in Enisala,
where the unity of the ritual is obvious, along with a
faithful continuation of the funerary traditions in the first
Iron Age (Simion 1976, 148, 151).

Finding these situations requires a critical review of
the assessments, especially from an ethno-cultural
point of view, of bi-ritualism and the rite differences



ritual prezenta aici ar rezulta ca acestea au fost ldsate
de comunitdti ne-getice, dar, posibil, de origine tracica
(Simion 1998, 549). n acest caz, se insista asupra unei
determindri aproape stricte a getilor prin ritul funerar
al incineratiei, chiar daca prezenta biritualismului tnca
din epoca bronzului n spatiul respectiv, recunoscuta
de mult timp n literatura de specialitate, ar omite

o etichetare etnica a unei traditii funerare. Acest
fenomen este bine urmadrit in cazul necropolei birituale
de la Enisala, n care este evidenta unitatea ritualului,
alaturi de o fidela continuare a traditiilor funerare din
prima epoca a fierului (Simion 1976, 148, 151).

Constatarea acestor situatii impune revizuirea critica
a aprecierilor, mai ales sub aspect etnocultural,
referitoare la biritualism si la diferentele de rit in
comunitatile din spatiul cercetat. Cu atat mai mult,
incineratia va inlocui inhumatia ca practica preferata
de Tnmormantare, pe parcursul epocii bronzului si

a fierului, in cea mai mare parte a Europei (Rebay-
Salisbury 2010, 64). Incercand si traseze analogii
ntre traditia vedica si un sir de trasdturi arheologice
din mormintele din Scandinavia, Anders Kaliff

tinde sa demonstreze ca inhumarea si depunerile

de resturi cinerare in gropi putea fi o forma de
Tnmormantare rezervatd anumitor indivizi speciali,
n timp ce majoritatea populatiei putea fi incinerata
si abandonata (Rebay-Salisbury 2010, 66). Repetarea
1n mai multe etape a ritualului funerar, cu sau fara
schimbarea ritului, este ilustratda de numeroase
exemple etnografice, pe care le si aduce autorul
studiului pomenit mai sus. In afara de acestea,
analogiile etnografice ale ritualului de tratament
repetat al cadavrului, prin exhumarea lui dupa un

Biritualism interpretation issues in the Getic culture

in the communities in the researched area. Moreover,
cremation would replace inhumation as the preferred
burial practice throughout the Bronze and Iron Ages in
most of Europe (Rebay-Salisbury 2010, 64). By trying to
draw analogies between the Vedic tradition and a series
of archaeological features from Scandinavian graves,
Anders Kaliff tends to demonstrate that inhumation and
deposition of cremated remains in the pits could be a
form of burial reserved for certain special individuals,
while the majority of the population could be cremated
and abandoned (Rebay-Salisbury 2010, 66). The repetition
of the funeral ritual in several stages, with or without
changing the rite, is illustrated by numerous ethnographic
examples, which the author of the study mentioned above
offers. Apart from these, the ethnographic analogies of
the ritual of repeated treatment of the body, by exhuming
it after a certain set time and its subsequent reburial,

do not go far from the researched space. In the 19%
century, Romanian ethnographers draw attention to the
custom, essentially pagan, nevertheless accepted by the
church and widespread in Moldova, Muntenia and related
regions, of exhuming the bones of the deceased after
3,5, 7 years, depending on the age category, washing
them with water and wine, but also the repetition of the
initial funeral ritual (Marian 1995 (1892), 266-269). The
reason for such a phenomenon was related to the re-
purification and salvation of the soul, or to other beliefs
and superstitions. It cannot be said for sure if the Iron
Age communities had the same reason, but it can be
confirmed that the “prolonged” ritual was perpetuated

in the Carpatho-Danubian-Pontic space for quite a long
time. To this is added an argument of the importance of
such a ritual, if even the Christian Church had to tolerate
and adapt it.
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anumit timp stabilit si relnhumarea lui posterioara,

nu pleaci departe de spatiul cercetat. in sec. XIX,
etnografii romani atrag atentia asupra obiceiului,
esentialmente pagan, acceptat totusi de biserica si
raspandit in Moldova, Muntenia si regiunile aferente,
de exhumare a oaselor defunctului dupa 3, 5, 7 ani,

n functie de categoria de varstd, spalarea acestuia cu
apa si vin, dar si repetarea ritualului funerar initial
(Marian 1995 (1892), 266-269). Motivul unui asemenea
fenomen era legat de re-purificarea si mantuirea
sufletului, fie de alte credinte si superstitii. Nu se
poate spune cu sigurantd daca acelasi motiv il aveau si
comunitdtile din epoca fierului, insa se poate confirma
faptul perpetuadrii ritualului ,prelungit” tn spatiul
carpato-danubiano-pontic destul de multa vreme. La
aceasta se mai adaugd un argument al importantei
unui astfel de ritual, dacd chiar si biserica crestina a
fost nevoita sa-1 tolereze si sa-1 adapteze.

Interpretarea vestigiilor arheologice pentru relevarea
unor aspecte precum cel religios, social, etnic, care nu
pot fi ,descifrate” arheologic, va avea mereu un caracter
ipotetic, admitand mai multe optiuni, indepartandu-ne
cu prudentd de riscurile speculatiilor. Trebuie sd tinem
cont cd modul de tratare a defunctilor presupune
existenta unui ansamblu complex de credinte, dar si
acesta este doar un aspect concret al vietii religioase.
Arheologic, nici mdcar acesta nu poate fi dezvaluit
amplu. Referintele la materialele etnografice trebuie
doar sa contribuie la generalizarea unor analogii
fenomenologice, care ar putea ilustra diverse optiuni de
interpretare.

The interpretation of archaeological remains to

reveal religious, social, ethnic aspects, which cannot

be “deciphered” archaeologically, will always assume

a hypothetical character, admitting several options,
cautiously moving away from the risks of speculation.

We must keep in mind that the way of treating the
deceased presupposes the existence of a complex set of
beliefs, but this too is only a concrete aspect of religious
life. Archaeologically, even this cannot be extensively
revealed. References to ethnographic materials should only
contribute to the generalization of some phenomenological
analogies, which could illustrate various interpretation
options.
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Cuvinte-cheie: a doua epoca a fierului, Cetateni, inmormantari, determinari antropologice, cronologie.

Rezumat: Cu mai bine de sase decenii in urma, Dinu V. Rosetti (1899-1982) cerceta in situl geto-dacic de la Cetateni doua complexe
funerare / de cult, denumite ,,mormantul regal dintre stanci” (sau ,sanctuarul dintre stanci”) si ,,mormantul nr. 1 de sub Coltul Doamnei”.
Primul obiectiv a fost descoperit chiar in asezare, iar cel de-al doilea —in aval de asezare, pe o terasa de pe malul drept al Dambovitei,

la poalele unei stanci impozante (Coltul Doamnei). Aceste obiective arheologice nu au fost niciodata publicate detaliat de descoperitorul
lor, ceea ce a facut sa fie privite cu rezerve. Dacd pentru intelegerea mormantului 1 de sub Coltul Doamnei beneficiem astazi de
informatii extrem de utile, ce au fost regasite si publicate de Mircea Babes, ,mormantul regal / sanctuarul dintre stanci” continua sa
ramana o mare necunoscuta. Pe baza resturilor osteologice, regasite de curénd la Institutul de Antropologie ,Francisc |. Rainer” din
Bucuresti si a unor elemente pastrate din inventarul arheologic, articolul reia discutia asupra acestor complexe dintr-o noua perspectiva,
interdisciplinara, incluzand studiul antropologic si datarile radiocarbon.

Keywords: Late Iron Age, Cetateni, burials, anthropology, chronology.

Abstract: More than six decades ago, Dinu V. Rosetti (1899-1982) researched in the Geto-Dacian site of Cetateni two funerary /

cult features, called “the royal tomb between the rocks” (or “the sanctuary between the rocks”) and “tomb no. 1 from under Coltul
Doamnei”. The first complex was discovered right in the settlement, and the second one downstream of the settlement, on a terrace

on the right bank of Dambovita River, at the foot of an imposing rock (Coltul Doamnei). These archaeological features have never been
published in detail by their discoverer, which has caused them to be viewed with precaution. If for the understanding of “tomb 1 under
Coltul Doamnei” we benefit today from extremely useful information which was found and published by Mircea Babes, “the royal tomb /
sanctuary between the rocks” continues to remain a great unknown. Based on the osteological remains recently retrieved at “Francisc
I. Rainer” Institute of Anthropology in Bucharest, and some elements preserved from the archaeological inventory, the paper resumes
the discussion on these features from a new, interdisciplinary perspective, including anthropological study and radiocarbon dating.

n nordul judetului Arges, pe hotarul dintre comunele
Cetdteni si Stoenesti, pe un petic ingust de teren inca
neclar fmpartit Intre cele doud comune, se afla unul
dintre siturile arheologice cele mai importante din
Romadnia - pentru cea de-a doua epoca a fierului si
pentru cea medievald - Tnsa masiv afectat de locuirea
contemporand, care il suprapune in totalitate (satul
Valea Cetdtuia, comuna Cetdteni). Este vorba de
complexul de locuire ce se intinde pe malul stang al
Dambovitei, intre afluentii Valea lui Coman (la nord) si

In the northern part of Arges County, on the border
between the communes of Cetdteni and Stoenesti, on a
narrow patch of land still unclear divided between the two
communes, lies one of the most important archaeological
sites in Romania for the Late Iron Age and also for the
Middle Ages, but massively affected by the contemporary
habitation that completely overlaps it (Valea Cetdtuia
village, Cetdteni commune). It is about the habitation
complex that stretches on the left bank of Dambovita River
between the tributaries Valea lui Coman (to the north) and
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Valea Chiliilor (la sud), care a intrat in literatura drept
,asezarea de la Cetdteni”.

Cunoscut incd de la jumadtatea secolului al XIX-lea,
a fost cercetat de-a lungul timpului in diferite etape
si de catre diferiti arheologi si istorici (Rosetti 1975;
Mandescu 2006, 19-23; Mandescu, Dumitrescu,
Paduraru 2014, 180-184). Investigatiile arheologice
au pus in evidenta aici un ansamblu de locuire cu
descoperiri spectaculoase din cea de-a doua epoca

a fierului si din perioada medievala (o fortificatie pe
un monticol stancos, o asezare deschisa la poalele
monticolului, chiar pe malul raului Dambovita, un
drum vechi ce strabate asezarea, un zid ce bara valea
Tngustd a Dambovitei etc.).

Pendinte de aceste structuri de habitat, de-a lungul
campaniilor arheologice au fost facute si cateva
descoperiri funerare, care tnsa nu au beneficiat de

o publicare riguroasd, arheologicd si antropologica.
Acest articol este prilejuit tocmai de identificarea in
depozitul Institutului de Antropologie ,Francisc 1.
Rainer”, Bucuresti (mai departe IAFR), a unor loturi
de oase umane din situl de la Cetdteni, intre care se
regdsesc si cele provenind din doua contexte funerare
din a doua epoca a fierului, cercetate acolo, in anii ‘60
ai secolului trecut, de Dinu V. Rosetti (1899-1982):
,mormantul dintre stanci” si un mormant ,de sub
Coltul Doamnei” (fig. 1).

Documentatia de santier intocmita de Rosetti la Cetdateni,
n cazul in care a existat, nu a ajuns pand la noi. Fata

de amploarea sapaturilor si importanta descoperirilor

de aici, doar putine lucruri au fost publicate de autorul

Fig. 1. Cetateni. Locurile celor doud complexe cercetate de Dinu V.
Rosetti tn 1961-1962, in ansamblul sitului, marcate pe ortofotoplan:

1 - ,sanctuarul / mormantul regal dintre stanci” (cu aproximatie); 2 -
,mormantul 1 de sub Coltul Doamnei”.

Fig. 1. Cetateni. The places of the two features excavated in 1961-1962 by
Dinu V. Rosetti, marked on the orthophoto plan: 1 - “the sanctuary / royal
tomb between the rocks” (with approximation); 2 - “the tomb no. 1 under
Coltul Doamnei”.

Valea Chiliilor (to the south), which entered the literature as
“the settlement from Cetdteni”.

Known since the middle of the 19* century, it has been
researched over time in different stages and by different
archaeologists and historians (Rosetti 1975; Mandescu
2006, 19-23; Mdndescu, Dumitrescu, Paduraru 2014,
180-184). Archaeological research has highlighted here a
residential complex with spectacular discoveries from the
Late Iron Age and the medieval period (a fortification on a
rocky hillock, an open settlement at the foot of the hillock,
right on the bank of the Dambovita River, an old road that
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cercetdrilor arheologice. Pentru contextele din a

doua epoca a fierului reluate in demersul de fata,
descoperitorul lor a ales sa le incredinteze tiparului doar
prin intermediul unui periodic de popularizare a istoriei,
lipsind un raport tehnic (Rosetti 1969). La reconstituirea
contextului unuia din cele doua complexe funerare din
cea de-a doua epoca a fierului (mormantul 1 de sub
Coltul Doamnei), de mare importanta raman planurile
Tntocmite la fata locului de Eusebiu Mironescu, dupa
multa vreme redescoperite si valorificate stiintific de
Mircea Babes (Babes 1999).

in privinta materialului osteologic si a metodelor

de lucry, in cazul fiecarui complex funerar a fost
urmaritd starea de conservare (Connell, Rauxloh 2003)
si transformarile tafonomice ale suprafetei oaselor
(fragmentdri post mortem ale oaselor, distrugerea
suprafetei acestora etc.) (Stodder 2008; Byers 2005).
Determinarea sexului s-a realizat utilizand caracterele
craniene (Soficaru et al. 2014) si post-craniene
(Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994; Bruzek 2002), iar estimarea
varstei sub-adultilor s-a realizat pe baza dimensiunilor
piramidelor pietroase (Schaefer, Black, Scheuer 2009,
22), a eruptiei dentare (Ubelaker 1980) si a gradului

de suturd a componentelor axisului (Schaefer,

Black, Scheuer 2009, 119). In cazul adultilor, pentru
estimarea varstei, am utilizat gradul de inchidere a
suturilor craniene (Meindl, Lovejoy 1985).
»sMormantul regal dintre stanci (1961)™.
Acest complex a fost cercetat de Rosetti in timpul

' Am pastrat notatia de pe biletele aflate printre oase, notatie care i
apartine lui Rosetti, desi in publicatie complexul este denumit ,Sanctuarul
dintre stanci”, iar scheletele nu au numerotare (Rosetti 1969, 92).

runs through the settlement, a wall that blocks the narrow
valley of Dambovita, etc.).

In addition to these habitat structures, several funerary
discoveries were also made during the archaeological
campaigns, which, however, did not benefit from a rigorous
archaeological and anthropological publication. This

paper is occasioned precisely by the identification in the
repository of “Francisc I. Rainer” Institute of Anthropology
Bucharest (hereafter FRIA) of some batches of human
bones from the Cetateni site, among which are also

those from two funerary features from the Late Iron Age
researched there, in the 1960s of the last century, by Dinu
V. Rosetti (1899-1982): “the royal tomb between the rocks”
and a tomb “under Coltul Doamnei” (fig. 1).

The archaeological documentation drawn up by Rosetti on
site at Cetdteni, if existed, has not reached us. Compared
to the extent of the excavations and the importance of the
discoveries here, only a few things have been published

by the author of the archaeological research. For the
features dating back from the Late Iron Age resumed in
the present approach, their discoverer chose to entrust
them to the printer only through a journal of popularizing
history, lacking a technical report (Rosetti 1969). When
reconstructing the context of one of the two Late Iron Age
burial features (tomb 1 under Coltul Doamnei), the plans
drawn up on the spot by the draftsman Eusebiu Mironescu,
after a long time rediscovered and scientifically exploited by
Mircea Babes, remain of great importance (Babes 1999).

As for the osteologic material and working methods, the
state of preservation and taphonomic changes of the
bone surface (post mortem fragmentation of the bones,
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campaniei arheologice din 1961. Pentru reconstituirea
contextului arheologic in cazul acestui curios complex
ne stau la indemang, in primul rand, informatiile
lacunare publicate de autorul descoperirii.

Denumit ,sanctuarul dintre stanci”, complexul a

fost descoperit intr-o zond tnaltd (,intr-un punct
dominant”), in sectorul central al sitului geto-dacic (,In
mijlocul asezarii de pe malul stang al raului”). Locul
trebuie sa fi fost destul de stramt (,un spatiu foarte
limitat”, situat ,intre peretele abrupt al muntelui

si cateva stanci mari”), marcat de o piatra ce va fi
avut, poate, o alura zvelta (,o steld, un monolit pus
aici de mana omului’). In acest spatiu ingust, sub o
aglomerare (,un acoperamant”) de pietre, s-au gasit
scheletele a trei copii (un nou-ndscut sau sugar de

cel mult trei saptamani, un alt sugar de cel mult

sase sdptamani si un copil cu varsta de 4-4,5 ani), ,in
parte ciopartite”. Toate trei erau in pozitie chircita pe
partea dreaptad, orientate V-E. Doud dintre schelete
(cele apartinand sugarilor) erau depuse in partea de
nord a complexului, despartite de mai putin de 2

m pe directia E-V (aceasta este singura dimensiune
precizatd de Rosetti), iar scheletul copilului mai mare
se afla in partea sudica a complexului. In toate cele
trei ,morminte” de copii au fost gasite cateva oase de
animale (ovi-caprine si porcine, considerate resturi ale
ofrandei alimentare). Copiii ar fi fost sacrificii, ofrande
pentru unul sau mai multi indivizi de rang (,cdpetenii,
poate, spirituale”), incinerati tot acolo, pe un rug pe
care se mai gaseau Incd risipite oase umane calcinate,
ntre care ,0 calotd craniand fragmentard’, cereale
carbonizate si artefacte. Cateva vetre de foc rotunde
(dintre care una era suprapusa direct de monolitul-

bone surface damage etc.) (Stodder 2008; Byers 2005)
were evaluated for each individual (Connell, Rauxloh
2003). The sex determination was made by analysing the
cranial (Soficaru et al. 2014) and postcranial features
(Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994; Bruzek 2002), and the age
estimation of sub-adults was made using size of the
petrous pyramid (Schaefer, Black, Scheuer 2009, 22),
tooth eruption (Ubelaker 1980) and the degree of suture
of axis components (Schaefer, Black, Scheuer 2009, 119).
Regarding the age evaluation of the adults, we used the
degree of closure of the cranial sutures (Meindl, Lovejoy
1985).

“The royal tomb between the rocks (1961)”'. This
feature was excavated by Rosetti during the archaeological
campaign of 1961. For the reconstruction of the
archaeological context in the case of this curious feature,
we have first of all the laconic information published by the
author of the discovery.

Designated as “the sanctuary between the rocks”, the feature
was discovered in a high area (“in a dominant spot”), in the
central sector of the Geto-Dacian site (“in the middle of

the settlement on the left bank of the river”). The findspot
must have been quite narrow (“a very limited area” situated
“between the steep wall of the hillock and some large rocks”),
marked by a stone that would have had, perhaps, a slender
allure (“a stela, a monolith put here by the hand of man”).

In this narrow area, under an agglomeration (“a covering”)

of stones, were found the skeletons of three children (a

" We have kept the notation on the paper labels found among the bones,
a notation written by Rosetti, although in the publication the feature

is called “the sanctuary between the rocks”, and the skeletons have no
numbering (Rosetti 1969, 92).
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steld) completau acest complex. Pe vetre se gdseau
alte boabe carbonizate de grau, precum si oase de
animale (Rosetti 1969, 92-93). Pus in fata unui astfel
de complex insolit, descoperitorul sdu credea cd are
de-a face cu un ,sanctuar”, un ,monument de cult
care era, In acelasi timp, si mormant”, poate al ,unei
preotese-prezicatoare” (Rosetti 1969, 91).

Este dificil de regasit in teren locul cercetdrilor

lui Rosetti din 1961, deoarece versantul abrupt al
monticolului stancos ,Cetdtuia’, situat la rasdrit de
cursul Dambovitei, insoteste zona centrala a sitului,
de-a lungul raului, pe toatd lungimea sa, iar stanci
mari sunt aproape peste tot aici (fig. 2).

Din inventarul arheologic al acestui complex, in

mare parte pierdut, cea mai spectaculoasd piesa

este constituita de acele ,coliere”, sau ,siraguri’, la
care Rosetti se refera extrem de sumar (si de confuz,
totodatd), fara sa le ilustreze, si asupra cdrora nu
poate hotdrl daca au facut parte chiar din garnitura
de podoabe a ,preotesei-prezicatoare” iInmormantate
acolo, sau au fost ofrande depuse in sanctuar. Este
vorba de un lant alcdtuit din 16 segmente de sarma
de argint, petrecutd si torsadata (Vulpe 1966, 39,

fig. 38), ce se pdstreaza in colectiile Muzeului National
de Istorie 2 Romaniei din Bucuresti (fig. 3) (Miclea,
Florescu 1980, 70; Mandescu 2006, 51). Numeroase
analogii pentru acest tip de elemente de argint
(,garnituri din sarma impletita in torsada cu bucle
terminale”, conform lui Daniel Spanu), disparate sau
alcatuind uneori lanturi sau centuri, se regasesc tn
alcdtuirea tezaurelor de argint dacice (Spanu 2012, 67,
fig. 18/1).

newborn or infant no more than three weeks old, another
infant no more than six weeks old, and a child aged 4-4.5
years), “partly chipped”. All three were lying on their right
sides, W-E oriented. Two of the skeletons (those belonging
to the infants) were deposited in the northern part of the
feature, separated by less than 2 m on the E-W direction (this
is the only dimension specified by Rosetti), and the skeleton
of the older child was placed in the southern part of the
feature. In all three children’s “graves” some animal bones
were found (sheep-goats and pigs, considered as remains of
the food offering). The children would have been sacrifices,
offerings for one or more high-ranked individuals (“chieftains,
perhaps spiritual leaders”), cremated there too, on a pyre

on which calcined human bones were still scattered, among
which “a fragmentary skull”, charred grains and artifacts.
Several round hearths (one of which was directly overlaid

by the stela monolith) completed this feature. Other charred
grains of wheat were found on the hearths, as well as animal
bones (Rosetti 1969, 92-93). Faced with such an unusual
feature, its discoverer believed that he was dealing with

a “sanctuary”, a “monument of worship that was at the
same time also a tomb”, perhaps belonging to “a priestess-
clairvoyant woman” (Rosetti 1969, 91).

It is difficult to retrieve in the field the spot of Rosetti’s
1961 excavations, because the steep slope of the rocky
hillock “Cetatuia’, raising east of the Dambovita stream,
accompanies the central area of the site on its entire
lenght along the river, and big rocks are found almost
everywhere on this sector of the site (fig. 2).

From the (largerly lost) archaeological inventory of this
feature, the most spectacular artifact is constituted by
those “necklaces” or “strings” to which Rosetti refers
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Fig. 2. Cetdteni. Zona centrald a asezdrii din cea de-a doua epoca a fierului, la poalele monticolului ,Cetatuia”.
Fig. 2. Cetateni. The central area of the Late Iron Age settlement, at the foot of “Cetatuia” hillock.
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Fig. 3. Cetateni. Lant din argint, posibil din inventarul ,sanctuarului dintre stanci”, pastrat in colectia Muzeului National de Istorie a

Romaniei, Bucuresti (dupa Miclea, Florescu 1980).

Fig. 3. Cetateni. Silver chain, possibly from the inventory of “the sanctuary / royal tomb between the rocks”, kept in the collection of the
National History Museum of Romania in Bucharest (after Miclea, Florescu 1980).

Din acest complex provin oseminte inhumate de

la trei indivizi sub-adulti (tabel 1), ale cdror oase,

desi bine conservate, prezinta numeroase resturi si
rupturi moderne datorate, in cea mai mare parte,
conditiilor de depozitare de la IAFR. Din acelasi
context?, de pe un presupus rug, provin oase incinerate
n diferite stadii de calcinare, aldturi de cenusa,

lemn carbonizat, pietricele si un fragment ceramic.

2Notat de Rosetti: ,Cetdteni 1961. Mormantul «regal», carbune, oase
calcinate, fragmente calota craniand. Mormantul «preotesei»”.

extremely briefly (and confusingly, at the same time),
without illustrating them, and on which he cannot decide
whether they were part of the set of personal adornments
of the “priestess-prophetess” buried there, or were offerings
deposited in the sanctuary. It is about a chain made up of
16 segments of twisted silver wire (Vulpe 1966, 39, fig. 38),
which is preserved in the collections of the National History
Museum of Romania in Bucharest (fig. 3) (Miclea, Florescu
1980, 70; Mdndescu 2006, 51). Numerous analogies for
this type of silver elements (“trimmings of twisted wire
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Tabel 1. Date demografice pentru indivizii descoperiti in ,Mormantul regal dintre stanci (1961)".
Table 1. The demographic data regarding the individuals discovered in the the “Royal tomb between the rocks (1961)".

Sit/mormant/complex /

Site/grave/complex Sex

Varsta / Age Metode utilizate / Methods used

M regal dintre stanci M a (copil mic, avorton) / Royal
tomb between the rocks, M a (newly born, stillbirth)

Ind. 36-38 sdpt. / weeks

Dimensiunile piramidei pietroase / Dimensions of the
petrous pyramid (Schaefer, Black, Scheuer 2009, 22)

M regal dintre stanci M b /
Royal tomb between the rocks, M b

Ind. 38-40 sdpt. / weeks

Dimensiunile piramidei pietroase / Dimensions of the
petrous pyramid (Schaefer, Black, Scheuer 2009, 22)

M regal dintre stanci M c /

Royal tomb between the rocks, M ¢ Ind.

4-5 ani / years axisului / Dental eruption and the suture of the axis

Eruptia dentara si gradul de sutura al componentelor

components (Schaefer, Black, Scheuer 2009, 119)

Tabel 2. Numarul de fragmente osteologice in functie de fiecare segment scheletic identificat in ,Mormantul regal dintre stanci (1961)".
Table 2. The number of bone fragments according to each identified skeleton segment, from the “Royal tomb between the rocks (1961)”.

Sit/mormant/complex / 1 3 |a|s|e| 7|89 ]|10]11]12]Total
Site/grave/complex

M regal dintre stanci (de pe rug) 300-400° C /

Royal tomb between the rocks (from the pyre) 300-400° C 2 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 1416 24 51
M regal dintre stanci (de pe rug) 800° C si peste /

Royal tomb between the rocks (from the pyre) 800° C and above 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 L ° 10

Legendd tabel: 1 - calotd; 2 - masiv facial; 3 - mandibulg; 4 - dinti (nr. fragmente); 5 - epifize; 6 - centura scapulara (omoplat&claviculd); 7 - cutie toracica
(coaste&stern); 8 - vertebre; 9 - centura pelviand (sacrum, coccyx, coxal); 10 - oase mana&picior; 11 - neidentificate = 10 mm; 12 - neidentificate < 10 mm.
Table legend: 1 - skull; 2 - facial bones; 3 - mandible; 4 - teeth (no. of fragments); 5 - epiphyses; 6 - shoulder girdle (scapula&clavicle); 7 - thoracic skeleton
(ribs&sternumy); 8 - vertebrae; 9 - pelvis (sacrum, coccyx, coxal); 10 - hand&foot bones; 11 - unidentified = 10 mm; 12 - unidentified < 10 mm.

Doua fragmente de calotd, ambele din parietalul
stang, apartin unui individ de sex indeterminabil, de
varstd adulta (de minimum 18-20 de ani), iar alte
oseminte, cu o greutate totala de 30 de grame, pot
proveni de la acelasi sau altul/alti indivizi (tabel 2).
Interesant este ca osemintele sunt arse la temperaturi
diferite, 300-400° C, respectiv 800° C, dar numarul
mic de fragmente si lipsa unor dubluri nu permit
argumentarea prezentei certe a mai multor indivizi.

with terminal loops”, according to Daniel Spanu), disparate
or sometimes forming chains or belts, are found in the
composition of Dacian silver hoards (Spanu 2012, 67,

fig. 18/1).

The buried bones of three sub-adults come from this site
(Table 1), whose bones, though well preserved, have a
number of recently-made fragmentations and breakages
mostly due to the storage conditions at FRIA. Within the
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O atribuire culturald si cronologica a acestui complex
se intemeiazd, in primul rand, pe mentionarea
explicitd a unor forme ceramice autohtone, precum
cdtuia si fructiera. Acestea sunt argumente clare
pentru a-l atribui culturii geto-dacice clasice, tn linii
mari sec. Il a. Chr. - sec. I p. Chr. Lantul din segmente
de sarma de argint torsadatd, cu bune analogii in
orfevraria dacicd, indicad o data nu mai devreme de
sec. I a. Chr. (Spanu 2012, 145; Toma 2013, 334 si
urm., nr. catalog 72.4), fard ca sec. I p. Chr. (cel putin,
inceputul sdu) sa fie cu totul exclus. Coroborand
elementele de inventar, rezultd ca cea mai probabila
datare a ,mormantului regal / sanctuarului dintre
stanci” ramane sec. [ a. Chr. - [ p. Chr. Rezultatul
datarii radiocarbon indeamna precumpanitor catre
cea de-a doua parte a acestui interval: o proba de

os din scheletul individului ,¢” (Poz-150926) a fost
datata radiocarbon, obtinandu-se varsta conventionala
necalibrata de 1905+30 BP. Rezultatul calibrdrii tn
domeniul 20 (95,4% probabilitate) a indicat intervalul
31-219 calAD.

»1961, M 1 (sub Coltul Doamnei) oasele din
urnd”. Coltul Doamnei este o stanca verticald pe
versantul abrupt al dealului Piscul Doamnei (812
m altitudine maximad), ce se Tnaltd la vest de raul
Dambovita, Tn aval de asezarea din cea de-a doua
epoca a fierului, la circa 350 m distantd de limita
sudicd a habitatului. La baza acestui deal impozant,
la rdsarit de soseaua actuala Campulung - Targoviste
(DN 72A), pe terasa ce se intinde intre rau si sosea,
Rosetti a reperat si cercetat doud morminte de
incineratie, in campaniile din 1961-1962 (Popescu
1962, 521; Popescu 19633, 575).

same context?, some cremated bones in different stages

of calcination, alongside ash, charred wood, pebbles and a
ceramic fragment come from a supposed pyre. Two skull
fragments, both from the left parietal, belong to an individual
of indeterminate sex, of adult age (between 18 and 20 years
old), and other bones with a total weight of 30 grams may
come from the same or another/other individuals (Table

2). It is interesting that the bones are burned at different
temperatures, 300-400° C, respectively 800° C, but the small
number of fragments and the lack of duplicates do not allow
the argumentation of the presence of several individuals.

A cultural and chronological attribution of this feature is
based, first of all, on the explicit mention of autochthonous
ceramic forms such as “the Dacian cup” and “the fruit
bowl”. These are clear arguments for its attribution to the
classical Geto-Dacian culture, roughly the 2™ century BC -
1<t century AD. The chain of segments of twisted silver
wire, with satisfactory analogies in Dacian goldsmithery,
indicates a date no earlier than 1 century BC (Spanu 2012,
145; Toma 2013, 334 sqq., catalogue no. 72.4), but the 1+
century AD (at least its beginning) must not be completely
excluded. Corroborating the inventory elements, it follows
that the most probable dating of the “royal tomb /
sanctuary between the rocks” remains the 1% century BC -
the 1t century AD. The result of the radiocarbon dating
points mostly to the latter (second) part of this interval:

a bone sample from the skeleton of individual “c” (Poz-
150926) yielded an uncalibrated conventional age of
1905+30 BP. The calibration result in the 20 domain (95.4%
probability) indicated the interval 31-219 calAD.

2Noted by Rosetti: “Cetdteni 1961. The «royal» tomb, charcoal, calcinated
bones, skull fragments. The «priestess» tomb”.
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Ca siin cazul ;,mormantului / sanctuarului dintre
stanci”, Rosetti nu aloca mai mult de jumadtate de
pagind detaliilor referitoare la mormantul 1 de

pe malul drept al Dambovitei (pe cel de-al doilea
mormant nici macar nu-1 aminteste), informatiile fiind
publicate Tn cadrul aceluiasi articol de popularizare
(Rosetti 1969, 91-92). Cea mai iTnsemnatd contributie
la problema reconstituirii contextului arheologic i
este datorata lui Mircea Babes, care valorificd stiintific
o comunicare sustinutd de Rosetti la Institutul de
Arheologie din Bucuresti in 1975 si, mai ales, o serie
de planuri inedite ale mormantului 1 de pe terasa de
sub Coltul Doamnei, tntocmite de desenatorul Eusebiu
Mironescu la fata locului (Babes 1999, 11-19, fig. 1-4).

in esentd, este vorba de un mormant fastuos de
incineratie in urnd. Pentru depunerea urnei a fost sdpata
o groapa cilindrica de mari dimensiuni (avand diametrul
n jur de 1,5 m - Babes 1999, 15, fig. 3) chiar pe locul
rugului funerar (aproximativ in centrul acestuia). in
umad se gaseau, dupa Rosetti ,cca 100 oase calcinate”
(Babes 1999, 14), depuse laolalta cu ,doud fragmente de
oase de pasdre, 0o mandibuld de animal mic” si cateva
artefacte (Rosetti 1969, 92). La final, groapa continand
uma a fost ,astupata cu patru lespezi de piatrd, una
langa alta” (Rosetti 1969, 92). Suprafata rugului pe

care defunctul fusese incinerat, bine marcata in teren

de pamantul ,bdtatorit si ars la rosu” (Rosetti 1969,

92), asemadnadtor unei ,vetre” (Popescu 1963b, 456),

mai pastra inca vestigiile crematiei: fragmente de oase
calcinate (apartinand aceluiasi individ din scheletul
cdruia faceau parte si oasele din urnd), lemn ars,
fragmente de piese de inventar funerar (arme si podoabe
apartinand defunctului), oase de pasdre si fragmente

“1961, M 1 (under Coltul Doamnei) the bones from the
urn”. Coltul Doamnei (The Lady’s Crag) is a vertical rock on
the steep slope of Piscul Doamnei hill (812 m m.a.s.l.) rising
west of Dambovita River, downstream from the Late Iron Age
settlement, about 350 m away from the southern limit of the
habitation. At the foot of this imposing hill, to the east of the
current Campulung - Targoviste road (DN 72A), on the terrace
extending between the river and the road, Rosetti spotted
and investigated two cremation graves, in the campaigns of
1961-1962 (Popescu 1962, 521; Popescu 19633, 575).

As in the case of the “tomb / sanctuary between the rocks”,
Rosetti does not devote more than half a page to the details
of tomb no. 1 on the right bank of Dambovita (he does

not even mention the second tomb), the information being
published within the same popularization paper (Rosetti
1969, 91-92). The most important contribution in the
matter of reconstructing the archaeological context is due
to Mircea Babes, who scholarly exploits a lecture given by
Rosetti at the Institute of Archeology in Bucharest in 1975
and, above all, a series of original plans of tomb no. 1 on the
terrace under Coltul Doamnei, drawn up by the draftsman
Eusebiu Mironescu on the spot (Babes 1999, 11-19, fig. 1-4).

Basically, it is about a lavish urn cremation grave. To
deposit the urn, a large cylindrical pit (having a diameter
of around 1.5 m - Babes 1999, 15, fig. 3) was dug right on
the site of the funeral pyre (approximately in its center).
The urn contained “about 100 calcined bones” in Rosetti's
words (Babes 1999, 14) deposited together with “two bird
bone fragments, a small animal mandible” and several
artifacts (Rosetti 1969, 92). Finally, the pit containing the
urn was “closed with four stone slabs placed side by side”
(Rosetti 1969, 92). The surface of the pyre on which the
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ceramice (probabil, legate de ofrandele alimentare si

de ospatul funerar). Dupa incheierea ceremonialului
incinerarii, locul rugului a fost Inchis intr-o constructie
patrulaterd cu pereti din lespezi de piatra lipite cu

lut, cu aspect ordonat la exterior, spatiul interior fiind
umplut cu pdmant. Incinta rezultatd era una solida, cu
laturile de circa 15,5 m lungime orientate spre punctele
cardinale (Babes 1999, 14-15, fig. 2-3; Popescu 1963a
575; Popescu 1963b, 456). Prin urmare, mormantul 1

ar fi fost un adevarat edificiu funerar, cu similitudini

n arhitectura funerard greceasca si elenistica (Babes
1999, 17-19, fig. 4), pentru care in Dacia preromana

nu se cunosc analogii. Poate tocmai de aceea s-a spus
despre acest complex ca ar contine indicii pe baza
cdrora ar putea fi catalogat mai curand drept loc de cult,
punandu-i-se la indoiala caracterul funerar (Sirbu 1993,
84; Protase 1971, 22-23, nr. catalog 15).

Amplasamentul in teren al mormantului 1 de sub
Coltul Doamnei, cercetat in 1961 si 1962 de Rosetti,
poate fi reperat fara dificultate, pornind de la ridicarea
topografica a zonei, realizata de Mironescu si facuta
cunoscuta de Babes (Babes 1999, 15-16, fig. 2). Din
desenul publicat se observa ca incinta patrulatera
din piatrd se gdsea la circa 11-12 m est de soseaua
actuald Campulung-Targoviste (DN 724), la sud-

est de ramificatia ce duce, peste apa Dambovitei, la
satul Valea Cetdtuia. Zona este afectatd in prezent

de extinderea necontrolata a locuirii actuale, locul
mormantului fiind ocupat de o casd si de fundatia din
beton a alteia, in curs de ridicare (fig. 4).

Mormantul 1 a avut un inventar funerar relativ bogat,
alcatuit din ceramicd, podoabe, arme si echipament

deceased had been cremated, well marked in the ground

by the “trodden and red-burnt” (Rosetti 1969, 92) earth,
similar to a “hearth” (Popescu 1963b, 456), still preserved
the vestiges of cremation: fragments of calcined bones
(belonging to the same individual whose calcined bones had
been found in the urn), burnt wood, fragments of funerary
inventory (deceased’s weapons and personal adornments),
bird bones and potsherds (probably related to food
offerings and the funeral feast). After the completion of the
cremation ceremony, the place of the pyre was enclosed in
a quadrangular construction with walls of stone slabs fixed
with clay, with an orderly appearance on the outside, the
inner space being filled with earth. The resulting enclosure
was a solid one, with sides about 15.5 m long oriented
towards the cardinal directions (Babes 1999, 14-15, fig. 2-3;
Popescu 1963a 575; Popescu 1963b, 456). Therefore,
tomb no. T would have been a true funerary edifice, with
similarities in Greek and Hellenistic funerary architecture
(Babes 1999, 17-19, fig. 4), for which no analogues are
known in pre-Roman Dacia. Perhaps precisely for this
reason, it was said about this complex that it would contain
clues on the basis of which it could rather be regarded as

a place of worship, questioning its funerary nature (Sirbu
1993, 84; Protase 1971, 22-23, catalogue no. 15).

The location in the field of the tomb no. 1 under Coltul
Doamnei researched in 1961 and 1962 by Rosetti can be
spotted without difficulty, starting from the topographic
survey of the area made by Mironescu and later on
published by Babes (Babes 1999, 15-16, fig. 2). From

the drawing it can be seen that the quadrilateral stone
enclosure was located about 11-12 m east of the current
Campulung-Targoviste road (DN 72A), southeast of the
ramification that leads, over the Dambovita River, to the
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1 2

Fig. 4. Cetdteni. 1 - Locul ,mormantului 1 de sub Coltul Doamnei” (dupa Babes 1999); 2 - vedere actuala (2021) asupra amplasamentului

respectiv.

Fig. 4. Cetateni. 1 - The site of “the tomb no. 1 under Coltul Doamnei” (after Babes 1999); 2 - current (2021 summer) view of that location.

militar. Piesele de inventar au fost gasite atat pe rugul
funerar, cat si in urnd. Cele mai multe erau rdspandite
pe rug, toate in stare fragmentara: ceramicd, inclusiv
amfore de Rhodos, arme (fara detaliere), camasd de
zale (zale din sarma de fier si elemente ornamentale
din tabla de aur), podoabe de aur si de argint, mdrgele
de sticla. Din urna au fost recuperate alte fragmente
din cdmasa de zale (inele din aceasta fiind prinse si

de unele oseminte calcinate), mdrgele de sticld si din
ceramicd, fragmente dintr-o bratard de os, decorata
cu cercuri, precum si ,doud miniaturi de lut, probabil,
obiecte votive” (Rosetti 1969, 92-94 si coperta a

[1I-a). Cele doud vase miniaturale gdsite de Rosetti in
urna funerara sunt, probabil, de identificat in doua

village of Valea Cetatuia. The area is currently affected by
the uncontrolled expansion of the the nowadays settlement,
the grave site being occupied by a house and the concrete
foundation of another one, under construction (fig. 4).

Tomb no. 1 had a relatively rich grave inventory consisting
of pottery, personal adornments, weapons and military
equipment. The inventory items were found both on the
funeral pyre and in the urn. Most were scattered on the
pyre, all in fragmentary condition: pottery, including Rhodian
amphorae potsherds, weapons (no detail), chain mail

(iron wire links and gold foil ornaments), gold and silver
adornments and glass beads. From the urn were recovered
other fragments of the chain mail (iron rings from it were
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Fig. 5. Cetdteni. Cdtui miniaturale, posibil din inventarul ,mormantului 1 de sub Coltul Doamnei”, pastrate in colectia Muzeului

Judetean Arges, Pitesti.

Fig. 5. Cetateni. Miniature cups, possibly from the inventory of “the tomb no. 1 under Coltul Doamnei”, kept in the collection of the Arges

County Museum in Pitesti.

mici piese ceramice tronconice, pastrate in colectia
Muzeului Judetean Arges (Rosetti 1969, 92; Mandescu
2006, 58, pl. 25/3-4): doua vascioare ce imitad forma
unor catui (nu se mai pastreaza toartele, rupte din
vechime), din pasta relativ find, modelate cu mana,
arse oxidant, cu urme de ardere secundara (fig. 5).

Camasa de zale cu ornamente de aur constituie cea
mai spectaculoasa componentd a categoriei alcatuite
de piesele de armament si echipament militar din
mormantul 1. Este meritul lui Catalin Borangic de

a fi perseverat in stradania de a readuna laolalta
fragmentele vitrificate ale acestei camasi de zale
(inele din sarma de fier si ornamente din tabla de aur),
pastrate in colectiile a trei muzee: Muzeului National
Militar ,Ferdinand I” (Borangic 2011, 174, nr. catalog
1, pl. 6; Borangic 2013, 18, nota 6), Muzeul Municipal
Campulung (Vulpe 1976, 208; Mandescu 2006, 62,
nota 214; Borangic 2011, 175-176, nr. catalog 3, pl.
8; Borangic 2013, 18, nota 7) si Muzeul National de

also attached to some calcined bones), glass and ceramic
beads, fragments of a bone bracelet decorated with circles
as well as “two clay miniatures, probably votive objects”
(Rosetti 1969, 92-94 and the illustration on the 3™ cover).
The two miniature vessels found by Rosetti in the funeral
urn can probably be identified in two small truncated
ceramic pieces preserved in the collection of the Arges
County Museum (Rosetti 1969, 92; Mdndescu 2006, 58, pl.
25/3-4): two miniature vases imitating the shape of "Dacian
cups' (the handles are no longer preserved, being broken

in antiquity), made of relatively fine clay, hand-modeled,
oxidizing burned, with traces of secondary firing (fig. 5).

The iron chain mail decorated with gold ornaments is the
most spectacular component of the category made up of the
pieces of weaponry and military equipment from the tomb
no. 1. It is the merit of Catdlin Borangic to have persevered
in the effort to reassemble the vitrified fragments of this
chain mail (rings of iron wire and thin gold sheet ornaments),
preserved in the collections of three museums: the
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Istorie a Romaniei (Borangic 2011, 175, nr. catalog
2, pl. 7; Borangic 2013, 18, nota 5; Borangic, Badescu
2014, 66-67). La acestea poate fi addugat, cu mare
probabilitate, incd un fragment aflat in colectia

Muzeului Judetean Arges (Mandescu 2013, 10, fig. 2/1).

Avem, astfel reunite, intre 10 si 15 fragmente, toate
puternic arse. Aceastd fragmentare s-a datorat,
probabil, nu numai focului rugului funerar, ci e de
bdnuit si o interventie umana premeditata post-
incinerare (o distrugere intentionata?).

Desi expertiza antropologicd nu oferea date certe
privind determinarea sexului, presupusa gracilitate
a unor oase si unele piese de inventar (fragmente de
margele si dintr-o bratara de os ornata cu cercuri), il
determinau pe Rosetti sd atribuie mormantul unei
femei, dupa modelul amazoanelor (Rosetti 1969, 92).

Rosetti ardta ca tn urma examindrii antropologice
(informatii obtinute, probabil, de la Dardu Nicolaescu-
Plopsor), s-a concluzionat cd osemintele din urna

si cele de pe rugul unde defunctul fusese incinerat
provin de la acelasi individ, un mediteranoid cu varsta
la deces de 20-27 ani (Rosetti 1969, 92). La IAFR
aceste oseminte nu sunt separate, fiind, probabil,
Tmpachetate laolalta.

Fragmentele osteologice au culoare crem, sunt
puternic deformate de foc. Oasele spongioase au
culoare gdlbuie, uneori cenusiu-negricioasa, ceea ce
sugereaza temperaturi de 800° C si peste. Sexul ar
putea fi masculin, fapt indicat de relieful occipital si
marginile supraorbitale proeminente, iar varsta este
de 23-34 ani.

“Ferdinand I” National Military Museum (Borangic 2011, 174,
catalogue no. 1, pl. 6; Borangic 2013, 18, footnote 6), the
Campulung Municipal Museum (Vulpe 1976, 208; Mandescu
2006, 62, footnote 214; Borangic 2011, 175-176, catalogue
no. 3, pl. 8; Borangic 2013, 18, footnote 7) and the National
History Museum of Romania (Borangic 2011, 175, catalogue
no. 2, pl. 7; Borangic 2013, 18, footnote 5; Borangic, Badescu
2014, 66-67). To these can be added, with great probability,
another fragment found in the collection of the Arges
County Museum (Mandescu 2013, 10, fig. 2/1). We have, thus
brought together, between 10 and 15 fragments, all heavily
burned. This fragmentation was probably due not only to

the fire of the funeral pyre, but also to a post-cremation
premeditated human intervention (intentional destruction?).

Although the anthropological expertise carried out did not
offer definite clues as to the determination of sex, the
supposed gracility of some bones and some inventory artifacts
(fragments of beads and a bone bracelet ornamented with
incised circles) led Rosetti to attribute the tomb to a woman,
following an Amazons’ pattern (Rosetti 1969, 92).

According to Rosetti, the anthropological examination
(information taken, probably, from Dardu Nicolaescu-
Plopsor) showed that the bones in the urn and those from
the pyre where the deceased was incinerated belong to the
same person, a Mediterranid aged 20-27 at death (Rosetti
1969, 92). At FRIA those bones are not separated, being
probably packed together.

The bone fragments are cream colored, heavily deformed

by fire. Sometimes the spongy bones have a yellowish color
and sometimes they are gray-black colored, suggesting
temperatures of 800° C and above. The sex could be male as
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Complexul contine o cantitate foarte redusd de oase
atat numeric (tabel 3), cat si cantitativ (tabel 4), cu
mult sub greutatea de 1000-3600 g, rezultatd in mod
normal in urma unei crematiuni (McKinley 2000,
404). Inele din cdmasa de zale (sau urme ale acestora),
mentionate initial de Rosetti (1969, 92), nu sunt
prezente printre oasele din urna.

Ca si complexul precedent, mormantul 1 de sub
Coltul Doamnei apartine perioadei ,clasice” a culturii
geto-dace. Principalul punct de reper cronologic este
constituit de fragmentele amforei rhodiene. Pe baza
acestor fragmente, Rosetti a datat mormantul in jur
de 220-180 a. Chr. (Rosetti 1969, 92), Babes opinand
pentru o datare mai largd, in limitele sec. II a. Chr,,
fara posibilitate de restrangere a acestui interval
atata timp cat o eventuala stampila amforica ramane
incert3 (Babes 1999, 17 si nota 11). In urma datarii
radiocarbon a unui fragment din calota craniana

din urna M1 (Poz-149653), a fost obtinutd varsta
radiocarbon conventionald de 2205+30 BP. Rezultatul
calibrarii in domeniul 20 (95,4% probabilitate) a
indicat intervalul cronologic 371-176 calBC.

Pentru a concluziona, consideram ca demersul nostru
preliminar poate fi privit ca o contributie la clarificarea
atat a caracterului celor doua complexe cu oseminte
umane cercetate de Rosetti la Cetdteni, cat si a datdrii
acestora. Este cert cd ambele apartin celei de-a doua
epoci a fierului si sunt parti componente ale sitului
geto-dacic de pe malul Dambovitei.

Amplasamentul diferit al acestora In cadrul sitului
sugereaza nca de la tnceput caracterul lor diferit.

indicated by the occipital crest and prominent supraorbital
rims, aged 23-34 years.

The funerary feature has a very small quantity of bones both
in number (Table 3) and in weight (Table 4), much below

the weight of 1000-3600 g as a normal result of cremation
(McKinley 2000, 404). The rings of the chain mail (or their
traces), originally mentioned by Rosetti (1969, 92), are not
present among the bones in the urn.

As well as the previously discussed feature, “the tomb no. 1
under Coltul Doamnei” also belongs to the “classic” stage
of the Geto-Dacian culture. The main chronological clues
are given by the fragments of Rhodian amphora. Based on
these potsherds, Rosetti dated the tomb around 220-180
BC (Rosetti 1969, 92), Babes opining for a broader dating
within the limits of the 2™ century BC, with no possibility
of narrowing this interval as long as an eventual stamped
amphora handle remains uncertain (Babes 1999, 17,
footnote 11). The radiocarbon data of a cranium fragment
found in the urn (Poz-149653) showed a conventional
radiocarbon age of 2205+30 BP. The calibration result

in the 20 domain (95.4% probability) indicated the
chronological interval 371-176 calBC.

To conclude, we consider that our preliminary approach can
be seen as a contribution to clarify both the character of
the two features with human bones excavated by Rosetti at
Cetdteni, as well as their chronology. It is certain that both
belong to the Late Iron Age and are component parts of the
Geto-Dacian site on the banks of the Dambovita River.

Their different location within the Late Iron Age site
suggests from the very beginning their different nature.
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Tabel 3. Numarul de fragmente osteologice in functie de fiecare segment scheletic identificat in ,mormantul 1 de sub Coltul Doamnei”.
Table 3. The number of bone fragments according to each identified skeleton segment, “The tomb no. 1 under Coltul Doamnei”.

Sit/mormant/complex / Site/grave/complex 1 2

3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Sub Coltul Doamnei (din urnd) / (from the urn) 53 2

2

0 56 0 16 59 35 0 80 | 104 407°

Legendd tabel: 1 - calotd; 2 - masiv facial; 3 - mandibulg; 4 - dinti (nr. fragmente); 5 - epifize; 6 - centura scapulara (omoplat&claviculd); 7 - cutie toracica
(coaste&stern); 8 - vertebre; 9 - centura pelviana (sacrum, coccyx, coxal); 10 - oase mana&picior; 11 - neidentificate = 10 mm; 12 - neidentificate < 10 mm.
Table legend: 1 - skull; 2 - facial bones; 3 - mandible; 4 - teeth (no. of fragments); 5 - epiphyses; 6 - scapular belt (scapula&clavicle); 7 - thoracic cavity
(ribs&sternum); 8 - vertebrae; 9 - pelvic belt (sacrum, coccyx, coxal); 10 - hand&foot bones; 11 - unidentified = 10 mm; 12 - unidentified < 10 mm.

Tabel 4. Greutatea resturilor osteologice pastrate din fiecare mormant (in gr.)
Table 4. Weight of the preserved bones (in gr.), “The tomb no. 1 under Coltul Doamnei”.

Sit/mormant/complex / Site/grave/complex 1 2

3

4 5 6 7 8 9 Total

Sub Coltul Doamnei (din urnd) / (from the urn) 96 27

0

9,83 57 41 0 79 4,4 314,23

7 - hand&foot bones; 8 - unidentified >10 mm; 9 - unidentified < 10 mm.

Legendd tabel: 1 - craniu; 2 - epifize; 3 - centura scapulara (omoplat&claviculd); 4 - cutie toracica (coaste&stern); 5 - vertebre; 6 - centura pelviand (sacrum,
coccyx, coxal); 7 - oase mand&picior; 8 - neidentificate > 10 mm; 9 - neidentificate < 10 mm.
Table legend: 1 - skull; 2 - epiphyses; 3 - scapular belt (scapula&clavicle); 4 - thoracic cavity (ribs&sternum); 5 - vertebrae; 6 - pelvic belt (sacrum, coccyx, coxal);

Mormantul 1 de sub Coltul Doamnei, ce addpostea
oasele calcinate ale unui tandr, tnsotit pe rugul
funerar de o cdmasa de zale cu insertii de aur,
probabil, si de alte elemente ale panopliei razboinice,
era situat n afara asezdrii, la circa 300 m distanta
fata de limita sudica a acesteia. Foarte probabil,

este vorba de un mormant aristocratic, apartinand
necropolei conducdtorilor comunitatii geto-dacice de
la Cetateni. Acest mic cimitir, din care Rosetti ar fi
cercetat si un al doilea mormant, a ocupat un teren
separat clar de zona de habitat, In aval de asezare, pe
malul opus (drept) al raului.

%Se observa ca fragmentele osteologice din urnd sunt mult peste
cantitatea indicata de Rosetti in comunicarea sa din 1975 (,cca 100 oase
calcinate” - cf. Babes 1999, 14).

“The tomb no. 1 under Coltul Doamnei”, which sheltered

the calcined bones of a young man, accompanied on the
funeral pyre by a chain mail with gold inserts, probably

also by other elements of the warrior panoply, was located
outside the settlement, about 300 m away from its southern
fringes. Very likely, it is an aristocratic tomb, belonging to the
necropolis of the upper class of the Geto-Dacian community
from Cetateni. This small cemetery, from which Rosetti
would have investigated also a second tomb, occupied a plot
of land clearly separated from the habitat area, downstream
of the settlement, on the opposite (right) bank of the river.

3 One may notice that the bone fragments in the urn exceed the quantity
indicated by Rosetti in his 1975 lecture (“almost 100 calcinated bones” -
according to Babes 1999, 14).
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Descoperite Tn asezare, scheletele de copii din
,sanctuarul dintre stanci” de la Cetdteni tnscriu

acest complex in categoria acelor ,0oseminte umane
neincinerate in contexte nefunerare” (Sirbu 1993, 31-
36). Aceastd grupa de descoperiri este constituitd din
peste 25 de contexte repertoriate in cadrul culturii
geto-dacice clasice, numarul indivizilor depdsind cifra
de 170 (Strbu 1997, 196-197, fig. 1). Schelete de copii,
uneori in asociere cu schelete sau parti de schelete
de maturi, au fost semnalate In asezdri de pe intreg
cuprinsul lumii geto-dacice (Sirbu, Davanca 2014).
Printre cele documentate in spatiul extra-carpatic
pentru un orizont cronologic corespunzator sec. I p.
Chr., orizont in care se integreaza si ,sanctuarul dintre
stanci”, amintim descoperirile de la Pietroasa Mica-
,Gruiu Darii” (Dupoi, Sirbu 2001, 62-63, fig. 18, 123),
Gradistea (Sirbu 1986, 92, fig. 2/2), Insula Simian
(Dragan 2020, 76, fig. 52) si Brad (Sirbu, Matei 2022,
221-224, 226, fig. 6-7). Totodatd, prezenta oaselor
umane calcinate posibil asociate cu un inventar
alcatuit din podoabe de argint ne tndeamna sa
privim acest complex si dintr-o alta perspectiva,
recent propusa de Mariana Egri, si anume aceea a
incinerdrilor de femei cu rol cultic in comunitatile
dacice (Egri 2019, 123-124, 137-138, fig. 77-78).

Cronologia celor doud complexe nu este unitara. Datdrile
cele mai probabile, sugerate de inventarul asociat
(tndeosebi, ceramicd, podoabe, piese de echipament
militar) la care se adauga rezultatul datdrilor radiocarbon
(cel mai probabil tnceputul sec. II a. Chr. cel mai tarziu,
daca nu chiar finalul sec. III a. Chr. pentru mormantul

de sub Coltul Doamnei si, respectiv, sec. I p. Chr. pentru
,sanctuarul dintre stanci”), corespund etapelor extreme
ale cronologiei sitului geto-dacic de la Cetdteni.

Discovered in the settlement, the skeletons of children in
“the sanctuary between the rocks” from Cetdteni place

this feature in the category of those “uncremated human
bones in non-funeral contexts” (Sirbu 1993, 31-36). This
group of discoveries is made up of over 25 repertoried
features within the classic Geto-Dacian culture, the number
of individuals exceeding 170 (Sirbu 1997, 196-197, fig. 1).
Skeletons of children, sometimes found in association with
skeletons or parts of skeletons of adult individuals, have
been reported in settlements all over the Geto-Dacian world
(Sirbu, Davanca 2014). Among those documented in the
extra-Carpathian territory dating back from a chronological
horizon corresponding to the 1% century BC - 1t century AD,
a horizon in which the “the sanctuary between the rocks” is
also integrated, we mention the discoveries from Pietroasa
Mica-“Gruiu Darii” (Dupoi, Sirbu 2001, 62-63, fig. 18, 123),
Cradistea (Sirbu 1986, 92, fig. 2/2), Simian Island (Dragan
2020, 76, fig. 52) and Brad (Sirbu, Matei 2022, 221-224, 226,
fig. 6-7). Nonetheless, the presence of calcined human bones
posibly associated with silver adornments inventory prompts
us to consider this feature from another perspective, recently
proposed by Mariana Egri, namely that of the cremations of
women having a cultic role in the Dacian communities (Egri
2019, 123-124,137-138, fig. 77-78).

The chronology of the two complexes is not unitary. The
most probable dates, suggested by the associated inventory
(especially ceramics, personal adornments, elements

of military equipment) corroborated with the recently
obtained radiocarbon data (most probably the beginning

of the 2" century BC at the latest, if not even the end of
the 3" century BC for “the tomb under Coltul Doamnei”,
respectively the 1% century AD for “the sanctuary between
the rocks”) correspond to the extreme milestones of the
chronology of the Geto-Dacian site from Cetateni.
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Cuvinte-cheie: La Téne tarziu, fibule, cronologie, scheme cronologice, epoca romana.

Rezumat: Fibulele reprezinta o categorie de piese arheologice cu o semnificatie cronologica foarte importantd, ceea ce ne-a
determinat sa examinam separat exemplarele din perioada La Tene tarziu in spatiul pruto-nistrean. Descoperirea acestora se
asociaza cu siturile culturii Poienesti-Lucaseuca si cu cele atribuite asa-numitilor sarmati. in lipsa unui sistem cronologic local,
incercarile noastre de a racorda reperele temporale la cele din sistemul Central European au intampinat multiple dificultati. Situatia se
datoreaza inclusiv si faptului ca pentru perioada La Téne tarzie, analiza circulatiei fibulelor in spatiul european a creat unele perceptii
confuze referitoare la cronologia epocii. Astfel, incepand cu anii 90 ai secolului al XX-lea au aparut un sir de probleme pentru care,
cu regret, inca nu exista o solutie generala. Una dintre ele este determinata de elaborarea mai multor schemele cronologice, care nu
s-au sincronizatintre ele, creand probleme atat de interpretare a cronologiei absolute, cat si de transfer pentru regiunile din Europa
Centrala si de Est. Observatiile ne-au adus la concluzia cd, in prezent, un transfer al cronologiei La Téne-ului tarziu catre grupurile
culturale din Europa de Sud-Est este posibil numai cu o desemnare clara a sistemelor utilizate, admitand continuturi divergente ale
etapelor la nivel regional.

Schliisselworter: Spétlatene, Fibeln, Chronologie, chronologische Schemata, Romische Kaiserzeit.

Zusammenfassung: Fibeln sind eine Kategorie von archéologischen Funden mit sehr wichtiger chronologischer Bedeutung, die

uns dazu veranlasst hat, Exemplare der Spétlaténezeit aus dem Pruth-Dnjester Gebiet zu untersuchen. lhre Entdeckung steht im
Zusammenhang mit Fundplatzen der Poienesti-Lucaseuca-Kultur und solchen, die den so genannten Sarmaten zugeschrieben
werden. Da es wenigen lokales chronologisches System gibt, stieBen unsere Versuche, die zeitlichen Orientierungspunkte mit denen
des mitteleuropdischen Systems zu verbinden, auf zahlreiche Schwierigkeiten. Diese Situation ist auch darauf zuriickzufiihren, dass
die Analyse der Verbreitung von Fibeln im européischen Raum fiir die Spéatlaténezeit einige verwirrende Vorstellungen iiber die
Chronologie dieser Periode hervorgerufen hat. So haben sich seit den 90er Jahren des 20. Jahrhunderts eine Reihe von Problemen
ergeben, fiir die es leider immer noch keine allgemeine Ldsung gibt. Eines davon ist auf die Entwicklung mehrerer chronologischer
Systeme zuriickzufiihren, die nicht miteinander synchronisiert wurden, was sowohl bei der Interpretation der absoluten Chronologie
als auch bei der Ubertragung auf die mittel- und osteuropéischen Regionen zu Problemen fiihrt. Die Beobachtungen fiihrten uns zu
dem Schluss, dass eine Ubertragung der spitlaténezeitlichen Chronologie auf die Kulturgruppen Siidosteuropas derzeit nur mit einer
klaren Bezeichnung den verwendeten Systemen mdglich ist, die auf regionaler Ebene abweichende Stufeninhalte zuldsst.



Introducere

Din categoria pieselor de port descoperite in siturile
de epocd La Tene tarziu din regiunea pruto-nistreand,
un loc deosebit il ocupa fibulele. Dupa cum s-a mai
remarcat In literatura de specialitate (V6lling 1994;
Rustoiu 1997; Barca 2006; Hellstrom 2018), asemenea
piese, utilizate pentru prinderea vesmintelor, sunt o
categorie a vestigiilor arheologice cu o semnificatie
cronologicd extrem de importantd. Totodatd, ele ofera
informatii interesante asupra unor obiceiuri de port
practicate In antichitate si, implicit, indicii pentru
anumite repere de ordin social. Pana in prezent,

n spatiul pruto-nistrean, asemenea piese au fost
identificate in siturile culturii Poienesti-Lucaseuca si
in mormintele atribuite asa-numitilor sarmati (fig. 1)
(Babes 1993; Barca 2006; Hellstrom 2018; Iarmulschi
2020). Vom stdrui, in cele ce urmeazd, sd prezentdm
si sd analizdm sumar fibulele de schema La Téne
tarziu descoperite Tn spatiul pruto-nistrean, care, din
punct de vedere tipologic, sunt foarte asemdndtoare
cu exemplarele descoperite In alte regiuni ale Europei,
atat mai apropiate, cat si mai indepdrtate. Foarte
probabil, in mediul culturii Poienesti-Lucaseuca si

cel sarmatic asemenea piese au patruns in urma

unor contacte ce au fost stabilite dintre aceste
populatii cu comunitdtile umane din zonele Europei
Centrale. Exemplarele respective sunt foarte apropiate
variantelor Kostrzewski K, M, N si O (Kostrzewski
1919), de aceea vom utiliza, in principiu, aceasta
clasificare, care, chiar dacd a fost intocmitd acum mai
mult de un secol de cdtre cercetatorul polonez, ramane
a fi valabila si perfect utilizabila.

Die Fibeln der Spétlaténe Schema aus dem Pruth-Dnjestr Gebiet

Einfiihrung

In der Kategorie des Trachtschmucks, die in den
spateisenzeitlichen Fundpldtzen im Pruth-Dnjester Gebiet
gefunden wurden, nehmen die Fibeln einen besonderen
Platz ein. Wie in der Fachliteratur erwdhnt (Volling

1994; Rustoiu 1997; Barca 2006; Hellstrom 2018) sind
solche Funde eine Kategorie archéologischer Uberreste
mit duferst wichtiger chronologischer Bedeutung.
Gleichzeitig liefern sie interessante Informationen tiber
bestimmte, in der Antike praktizierte Trachtsitten und
implizit auch Hinweise auf bestimmte soziale Aspekte.

Im Pruth-Dnjester Gebiet wurden solche Stiicke bisher

in Fundplatzen der Poienesti-Lucaseuca-Kultur und in
Grabern, die den sogenannten Sarmaten zugeschrieben
werden, identifiziert (Babes 1993; Barca 2006; Hellstrom
2018; larmulschi 2020) (Abb. 1). Im Folgenden werden die
spatlatenezeitlichen Fibeln aus dieser Region vorgestellt
und analysiert, die typologisch sehr dhnlich zu den in
anderen Regionen Europas gefundenen Exemplaren sind. Es
ist sehr wahrscheinlich, dass solche Funde durch Kontakte
mit Mitteleuropa in dieses Gebiet gelangt sind. Diese
Exemplare kommen den Kostrzewski-Varianten K, M, N und
O (Kostrzewski 1919) sehr nahe, so dass wir im Prinzip
diese Klassifizierung verwenden werden, die, obwohl sie vor
mehr als einem Jahrhundert von dem polnischen Forscher
erstellt wurde, nach wie vor giiltig und anwendbar ist.
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: . Schwarzes
Meer

Fig. 1. Harta cu distributia fibulelor de schema Laténe tarziu
din spatiul pruto-nistrean. 1 - Dolineni; 2 - Dubasarii Vechi; 3 -
Kruglik; 4 - Novokotovsk; 5 - Ostrov-Vertebri.

Abb. 1. Fundplatze mit en spatlatenezeitlichen Fibeln aus dem
Pruth-Dnjester Gebiet. 1 - Dolineni; 2 - Dubasarii Vechi; 3 - Kruglik;
4 - Novokotovsk; 5 - Ostrov-Vertebri.

Fundkatalog. Analogien und Chronologie

Wir werden die Funde Spatlatenezeitlicher Fibeln anhand
der abgegrenzten Typen vorstellen und dabei folgende
Daten verwenden: Fundort, Anzahl der Exemplare,
Beschreibung der Stiicke, Analogien und chronologischer
Rahmen.

Kostrzewski K. Kruglik, Siedlung der Poienesti-Lucaseuca-
Kultur - 1 Exemplar.

In Gebdude Nr. 3 in Kruglik (Abb. 2/1) wurde das Fragment
eines solchen Stiickes entdeckt (Maykosa 1977, puc. 3/11).
Das Exemplar ist gekennzeichnet durch eine vierschleifige
Spirale, untere Sehne und geknicktem Biigel, der einen
Winkel von etwa 110 Grad bildet (Abb. 2/2). Die Nadel fehlt.
Solche Fibeln finden sich haufig auf der Halbinsel Jiitland,
am Unter- und Mittellauf der Elbe, an den Miindungen von
Oder und Weichsel sowie in Zentralpolen. Sie sind auch in
der keltischen Umgebung Mitteleuropas - Bayern, Bohmen
und Mahren - weit verbreitet (Demetz 1999, 194-195)
(Abb. 3), wo sie auf LT D1 datiert wurden (Brandt 2001,
83; Meyer 2001, 172-173; Meyer 2008, 47; larmulschi,
Munteanu 2020, 154).

"Da die meisten Analogien zu den besprochenen Fibeltypen auf der
Grundlage des von H. Polenz (Polenz 1982) vorgeschlagenen chronologischen
System datiert werden, werden wir auch dieses System verwenden. Demnach
begann die Phase LT D1 um 120 v. Chr. und dauerte bis 60 v. Chr. Es ist
jedoch zu bemerken, dass die verschiedenen chronologischen Systeme, die
im Laufe der Zeit vorgeschlagen wurden, den Beginn der Spatlaténezeit
allmahlich verschoben haben, und in den absoluten Daten wurde der Beginn
der Phase La Téne D- je nach den untersuchten Regionen unterschiedlich
interpretiert. So wurde firr das Rheingebiet ein Zeitraum um 130 v. Chr.
(Metzler 1995, 561, Abb. 282), um 140 v. Chr. in der Balkanregion (Dizdar
2013, 65, Tab. 1) und um 150 v. Chr. in Stiddeutschland (Rieckhoff 1995, 194,
Abb. 21) vorgeschalgen.
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Catalogul descoperirilor. Analogii si cronologie

Vom prezenta descoperirile fibulelor de schema

La Tene tarziu in baza tipurilor delimitate, utilizand
urmadtoarele date: locul descoperirii, numadrul de
exemplare, descrierea pieselor, analogiile si cadrul
cronologic.

Kostrzewski K. Kruglik, asezare de tip Poienesti-
Lucaseuca - 1 exemplar.

n locuinta nr. 3 de la Kruglik (fig. 2/1) a fost
descoperit fragmentul unei asemenea piese ([Taukosa
1977, puc. 3/11). Exemplarul se caracterizeazd prin
resortul bilateral format din patru spire, coarda
exterioard, portagrafa in forma de cadru, iar corpul
ndoit formand un unghi de aproximativ 110 de
grade (fig. 2/2). Arcul lipseste. Astfel de fibule sunt
frecvent intdlnite In peninsula Jutlanda, pe cursul
inferior si mijlociu al Elbei, la gurile Oderului si
Vistulei, precum si In Polonia Centrald. De asemenea,
ele sunt raspandite in mediul celtic din zona central-
europeand - Bavaria, Boemia si Moravia (Demetz
1999, 194-195) (fig. 3), unde au fost datate in LT D1?

(Brandt 2001, 83; Meyer 2001, 172-173; Meyer 2008,

47; larmulschi, Munteanu 2020, 154). Fig. 2. Locuinta nr. 3 de la Kruglik (1) si fibule de tip Kostrzewski K

’ ’ ’ (2-8): 2 - Kruglik; 3 - Nybly - M. 1; 4 - Vallhagar - M. 41; 5 - Knudsrup;
6 - Dobranzkowo - M. 3; 7 - Niedanowo; 8 - Grafenhainichen (1 - dupa
[TaukoBa 1977; 2 - dupa Babes 1993; 3-8 - dupa Bockius, Luczkiewicz

T Avand in vedere ca majoritatea analogiilor pentru tipurile de fibule
discutate sunt datate in baza schemei cronologice propuse de H. Polenz

(Polenz 1982), vom utiliza si noi aceasta schema. Conform acesteia, faza 2004). . o . .

LT D1 incepea in jurul anului 120 a. Chr. si se prelungea pana in anul Abb. 2. Haus Nr. 3 von Kruglik (1) und die Fibeln Variante Kostrzewski K

60 a. Chr. De luat in seamd, insg, cd diversele scheme cronologice ce (2-8). 2 - Kruglik; 3 - Nybly — M. 1; 4 - Vallhagar - M. 41; 5 - Knudsrup; 6 -
au fost propuse de-a lungul timpului, au deplasat treptat inceputul La Dobranzkowo - M. 3; 7 - Niedanowo; 8 - Grafenhainichen (1 - nach MNaukosa
Tene-ului tarziy, iar in cronologia absoluta inceputul etapei La Téne D era 1977; 2 - nach Babes 1993; 3-8 - nach Bockius, tuczkiewicz 2004).

interpretat diferit in dependentd de regiunile examinate. Astfel, perioada
a fost extinsa spre anul 130 a. Chr. in regiunea Rinului (Metzler 1995, 561,
Abb. 282); spre anul 140 a. Chr. in regiunea Balcanilor (Dizdar 2013, 65,
tab. 1) si spre anul 150 in Germania de Sud (Rieckhoff 1995, 194, Abb. 21).
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© - Necropolis

Fig. 3. Distributia fibulelor de tip Kostrzewski K (dupa Meyer 2001; Spanu 2018).
Abb. 3. Verteilung der Fibel Variante Kostrzewski K (nach Meyer 2001; Spanu 2018).

Kostrzewski M. Dolineni, necropola de tip Poienesti- Kostrzewski M. Dolineni, Nekropole der Poienesti-
Lucaseuca - 1 exemplar. Lucaseuca-Kultur - 1 Stiick.

Tipul respectiv este reprezentat de un singur exemplar Dieser Typus ist durch ein einziges Exemplar vertreten, das
ce a fost descoperit in M. 17 din necropola de tip in Gr. 17 der Nekropole Poienesti-Lucaseuca von Dolineni
Poienesti-Lucaseuca de la Dolineni (Smirnova, Megei gefunden wurde (Smirnova, Megei 1995). Das Stiick
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Fig. 4. Necropola de la Dolineni.
Inventarul mormintelor 17, 18,
22 si 28 (dupa Smirnova, Megei
| B 1995).
@f —————— g Abb. 4. Nekropole von Dolineni.
s g Inventar der Graber 17, 18, 22 und

28 (nach Smirnova, Megei 1995).

1995). Piesa a fost realizatd dintr-o singura bucata

de sarma de fier. Are resortul format din 4 spire si
coardd exterioard, iar portagrafa este plind si de forma
triunghiulara (fig. 4/M. 17). Numeroase corespondente
pentru asemenea piese cunoastem pe cursul mijlociu
si inferior al Elbei, la gurile raului Vistula, precum

si in Polonia Centrala (V6lling 1994, 193; Bockius,
Luczkiewicz 2004, 53). Astfel de exemplare sunt

wurde aus einem einzigen Stiick Eisendraht gefertigt. Er
hat eine vierschleifiger Spirale, stets mit duRere Sehne
und der Nadelhalter ist voll und dreieckig (Abb. 4/M. 17).
Zahlreiche Analogien fiir solche Stiicke sind am Mittel-
und Unterlauf der Elbe, an den Weichselmiindungen sowie
in Zentralpolen bekannt (Vélling 1994, 193; Bockius,
tuczkiewicz 2004, 53). Solche Exemplare sind auch in
Osteuropa in Grabfunden bekannt, die den sogenannten
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Fig. 5. Distributia fibulelor de tip Kostrzewski M (dupa Bockius, Luczkiewicz 2004).
Abb. 5. Verteilung der Fibel Variante Kostrzewski M (nach Bockius, tuczkiewicz 2004).

cunoscute si in Europa de Est, in descoperirile
funerare, atribuite asa-numitilor sarmati (Hellstrom
2018, 62) (fig. 5), unde ele constituie o forma
caracteristicd pentru faza LT D2 (Brandt 2001, 91;
Bockius, Luczkiewicz 2004, 59; Hellstrom 2018, 62).

Sarmaten zugeschrieben werden (Hellstrém 2018, 62)
(Abb. 5), wo sie eine charakteristische Form fiir die Phase
LT D2 darstellen (Brandt 2001, 91; Bockius, fuczkiewicz
2004, 59; Hellstrom 2018, 62).



Kostrzewski N. Sunt descoperite sapte exemplare,
dintre care cinci - la Dolineni, necropola de tip
Poienesti-Lucaseuca; un exemplar - la Dubdsarii Vechi
(mormant sarmatic) si un exemplar la Novokotovsk
(mormant sarmatic).

Asemenea agrafe au fost atestate atat in medul culturii
Poienesti-Lucaseuca - mai exact in mormintele nr. 18
(2 exemplare), 22 (2 exemplare) si 25 de la Dolineni
(fig. 4/M18a, b; 4/22f, g; 4/28b) (Smirnova, Megei

1995; Iarmulschi 2021, 164), cat si in mormintele

de inhumatie T1 M9 de la Dubasarii Vechi (fig. 6/6)
(Bop3usik, JleBuuxuin 1983) si T1 M3 de la Novokotovsk
(fig. 7/2) (Levinschi, Agulnicov 1998), atribuite asa-
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Kostrzewski N. Sieben Exemplare wurden gefunden,
fuinf davon beim Dolineni, einer Nekropole der Poienesti-
Lucaseuca-Kultur; ein Exemplar von Dubdsarii Vechi und
eines aus Novokotovsk (beides sarmatische Grdber).

Solche Fibeln wurden sowohl im Milieu der Poienesti-
Lucaseuca-Kultur nachgewiesen - genauer gesagt in

den Grdbern Nr. 18 (2 Exemplare), 22 (2 Exemplare)

und 25 von Dolineni (Abb. 4/M18a, b; 4/22f, g; 4/28b)
(Smirnova, Megei 1995; larmulschi 2021, 164), sowie

in den Grabern T1 Gr.9 von Dubasarii Vechi (Abb. 6/6)
(Bop3usk, Jlesnurmin 1983) und T1 Gr.3 von Novokotovsk
(Abb. 7/2) (Levinschi, Agulnicov 1998), die den sogenannten
Sarmaten zugeschrieben werden (Barca 1994, 124). Solche
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Fig.6. T1M9dela
Dubasarii Vechi (dupa
Bopsusx, JleBuiikuin 1983).
Abb. 6. T1 Gr.9 von
Dubasarii Vechi (nach

bop3usk, JleBuukuii 1983).
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Fig. 7. T 1 M 3 de la Novokotvsk (dupa
Levinschi, Agulnicov 1997).

Abb. 7. T.1 Gr. 3 von Novokotovsk (nach
Levinschi, Agulnicov 1997).

numitilor sarmati (Barcd 1994, 124). Astfel de fibule
au fost confectionate dintr-o singura bucata de

metal si au resortul confectionat din patru spire si
coardd interioara. Portagrafa este plind si are forma
triunghiulard sau trapezoidala. De mentionat ca toate
piesele, in afara de fibula de la Dubasarii Vechi, care

este de bronz, sunt exemplare din fier (Barca 2006, 124;

[armulschi 2021, 164). Analogii aproape fidele pentru
aceste agrafe cunoastem atdt in nordul Jutlandei, pe
cursul inferior al Elbei, pe litoralul sud-vestic al Marii
Baltice, precum si in Polonia Centrala (fig. 8) (V6lling

Fibeln wurden aus einem einzigen Stiick Metall gefertigt
und haben eine vierschleifige Spirale und innere Sehne.
Der Nadelhalter hat eine dreieckige oder trapezférmige
Form. Es ist anzumerken, dass es sich bei allen Stiicken,
mit Ausnahme der aus Bronze gearbeiteten Fibel von
Dubasarii Vechi um eiserne Exemplare handelt (Barca
2006, 124; larmulschi 2021, 164). Nahezu originalgetreue
Entsprechungen fiir diese Stiicke kennen wir sowohl in
Nordjitland, am Unterlauf der Elbe, an der siidwestlichen
Ostseekiiste als auch in Zentralpolen (Vélling 1994, 204;
Bockius, Luczkiewicz 2004, 61-63) (Abb. 8). Analogien
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Fig. 8. Distributia fibulelor de tip Kostrzewski N (dupa Bockius, Luczkiewicz 2004).
Abb. 8. Verteilung der Fibel Variante Kostrzewski N (nach Bockius, tuczkiewicz 2004).

1994, 204; Bockius, Luczkiewicz 2004, 61-63). Se sind auch in Osteuropa im sogenannten sarmatischen
cunosc analogii si Tn Europa de Est, in mediul asa- Umfeld bekannt (Hellstrom 2018, 62), wo sie auf LT D2 und
numitilor sarmati (Hellstrom 2018, 62), unde ele sunt moglicherweise in die frilhe Romische Kaiserzeit datiert

datate in LT D2 si, eventual, la inceputul epocii romane werden (Hellstrém 2018, 62).
(Hellstrém 2018, 62).
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Fig. 9. Inventarul (1-3) mormantul nr. 2 din necropola de la Ostrivec-Vetrebi (dupa Barca 2006) si distributia (4) fibulelor de tip

Kostrzewski O (dupa Bockius, Luczkiewicz 2004).

Abb. 9. Inventar (1-3) des Grabes Nr. 2 aus der Nekropole von Ostrivec-Vetrebi (nach Barca 2006) und Verteilung (4) der Fibel Variante

Kostrzewski O (nach Bockius, tuczkiewicz 2004).

Kostrzewski 0. Ostrivec-Vetrebi, necropola
sarmatica - 1 exemplar.

In mormantul nr. 2 din necropola de la Ostrivec-
Vetrebi, atribuitd asa-numitilor sarmati (Barca 2006,
339), a fost descoperita o fibula confectionata dintr-un

Kostrzewski O. Ostrivec-Vetrebi, sarmatische Nekropole -
1 Stuck.

Im Grab Nr. 2 der Nekropole von Ostrivec-Vetrebi, das
den so genannten Sarmaten zugeschrieben wird (Barca
2006, 339), wurde eine Bronzefibel mit U-formigem



singur fir de bronz cu resortul bilateral format din
doua spire si coarda interioara. Arcul este puternic
curbat, iar portagrafa este triunghiulara si ajurata
(fig. 9/2). Analogii perfecte pentru astfel de exemplare
cunoastem in Boemia, bazinul raului Warta, la gurile
Vistulei, pe Elba Mijlocie cat pe insula Gotland

(fig. 9/4) (Volling 1994, 222-226). Corespondente
cunoastem si in mediul culturilor Zarubincy si dacice
(Rustoiu 1997, 56; ITauxosa 2006, 86). De mentionat
ca atat tn Europa Centrald, cat si tn cea de Est
asemenea fibule sunt datate, de reguld, intre ultimul
sfert al sec. I a. Chr. si primele decenii ale sec. I p. Chr.

(Bockius, Luczkiewicz 2004, 70-71; ITaukoBa 2006, 92).

Rezumand cele prezentate, reiteram ca fibulele de
schemad La Tene tarziu descoperite Tn spatiul pruto-
nistrean cunosc analogii atat in teritoriile tTnvecinate
ale Europei de Est, cdt si in spatiile mai indepdrtate
ale Europei Centrale si Nord-Centrale. Cele mai
timpurii dintre exemplarele prezentate sunt fibulele
apropiate variantei Kostrzewski K, datate in perioada
LT D1, or intre sfarsitul sec. II si primele decenii

ale sec. I a. Chr,, iar cele mai tarzii sunt agrafele
Kostrzewski O, tncadrate cronologic in LT D2b - epoca
romand Bla (Wielowiejski 1970), or intre ultimul sfert
al sec. I a. Chr. si primul sfert al sec. I p. Chr.

Probleme de interpretare si corelare ale
schemelor cronologice

Asa cum mentionam la Tnceputul articolului, fibulele
reprezintd o categorie de piese arheologice cu o
semnificatie cronologica foarte importantd. Totodatd,
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Biigelausschnitt, unterer Sehne und vierschleifiger Spirale
entdeckt (Abb. 9/2). Analogien fiir solche Exemplare sind in
Bohmen, an der Weichselmiindung, an der mittleren Elbe
sowie auf der Insel Gotland bekannt (Abb. 9/4) (Vdlling
1994, 222-226). Entsprechungen sind auch im Milieu der
Zarubincy- sowie der dakischen Kultur bekannt (Rustoiu
1997, 56; Maukosa 2006, 86). Sowohl in Mittel- als auch
in Osteuropa werden solche Fibeln in der Regel zwischen
dem letzten Viertel des 1. Jhd. v. Chr. und Beginn des 1. Jhd.
n. Chr. datiert (Bockius, Luczkiewicz 2004, 70-71; MNaykoBa
2006, 92).

Zusammenfassend ldsst sich sagen, dass die
spdtlaténezeitlichen Fibeln, die im Pruth-Dnjestr Gebiet
gefunden wurden, Analogien sowohl in den benachbarten
Gebieten Osteuropas als auch in den entlegeneren
Regionen Mittel- und Nordmitteleuropas haben. Die
dltesten der vorgestellten Exemplare sind Fibeln, die

der Variante Kostrzewski K dhneln und in die Zeit von

LT D1 (Ende des 2. - erste Viertel des 1. Jhd. v. Chr.)
datiert werden. Die frilhesten sind die Fibeln Kostrzewski
0, chronologisch datiert LT D2b - B1a der Rdmischen
Kaiserzeit (Wielowiejski 1970) (letzte Viertel des 1. Jhd.
v. Chr. - Beginn des. 1. Jhd. n. Chr.) datiert werden.

Probleme der Interpretation und Korrelation
chronologischer Systemen

Wie bereits zu Beginn des Artikels erwahnt, sind Fibeln

eine Kategorie archdologischer Artefakte mit einer sehr
wichtigen chronologischen Bedeutung. Gleichzeitig hat die
Analyse die Verbreitung der spatlaténezeitlicher Fibeln auch
zu einigen Verwirrungen hinsichtlich der Chronologie der
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Fig. 10. Continutul divergent al fazelor cronologice din Rieckhoff 2018, Gebhard 1991 si Miron 1991.
Abb. 10. Abweichende Inhalte der chronologischen Stufen bei Rieckhoff 2018, Gebhard 1991 und Miron 1991.

pentru perioada La Téne tarzie, analiza circulatiei lor a
creat si unele situatii confuze referitoare la cronologia
epocii? (fig. 10). Astfel, schemele cronologice care
prevad divizarea etapelor LT D1 si LT D2 in cate doud
faze fiecare in dependenta de circulatia fibulelor -

LT Dlasi LT D1b (Miron 1991; Barral, Fichtl 2012),
respectiv - LT D2a si LT D2b (fig. 11) (Rieckhoff 1995;
Rieckhoff 2012; Rieckhoff 2018), nu s-au sincronizat
ntre ele, creand probleme atdt de interpretare a

2 In afara de nota 1 vezi Gebhard 1991; Miron 1991; Rieckhoff 1995;
Rieckhoff 2012; Rieckhoff 2018.

Periode gefiihrt? (Abb. 10). Das chronologischen System,
die eine Aufteilung der LT D1- und LT D2-Phasen in zwei
von der Fibulenzirkulation abhangige Phasen - LT D1a
und LT D1b (Miron 1991; Barral, Fichtl 2012) bzw. LT D2a
und LT D2b (Abb. 17) (Rieckhoff 1995; Rieckhoff 2012;
Rieckhoff 2018) - vorsehen, sind also nicht miteinander
synchronisiert, was sowohl fiir die Interpretation der
absoluten Chronologie als auch fiir die Ubertragung

auf den mittel- und osteuropdischen Raum Probleme

2 Abgesehen von Verweis 1 - siehe Gebhard 1991; Miron 1991; Rieckhoff
1995; Rieckhoff 2012; Rieckhoff 2018.
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Fig. 11. Scheme cronologice ale perioadei Laténe tarziu dupa Curdy, Jud, Kaenel 2012 si Rieckhoff 2012.
Abb. 11. Chronologieschemata fiir die Spétlaténezeit nach Curdy, Jud, Kaenel 2012 und Rieckhoff 2012.

cronologiei absolute, cat si de transfer pentru regiunile schafft. Dariiber hinaus, eine Ubertragung der Spétlaténe-

din Europa Centrala si de Est. Mai mult, observatiile Chronologie auf die Gruppen des 6stlichen Mittel- und
ne-au adus la concluzia cd, in prezent, un transfer Siidosteuropas ist also zur Zeit nur mit klarer Benennung
al cronologiei La Téne-ului tarziu catre grupurile der verwendeten Systeme maglich.

culturale din Europa de Sud-Est este posibil numai
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cu o desemnare clard a sistemelor utilizate, admitand
continuturi divergente ale etapelor la nivel regional.

Anume acesta e si cazul spatiului pruto-nistrean.
Vom aminti aici doar exemplul fibulei de tip
Kostrzewski K, care de reguld se dateaza LT D1, iar
colegii polonezi considera cd este chiar o adevdrata
fosild indicatoare pentru faza A2 (A2b) sau conform
schemei Central Europene - orizontul LT D1b dupa
Rieckhoft (Luczkiewicz 2020, 249)°. De mentionat

cd Tn unele necropole de epocd preromand recentd

a fierului, agrafele de tip Kostrzewski K se asociaza
cu fibule de schema La Téne mijlocie. Astfel in M.
365 din cimitirul de tip Przeworsk de la Kamieniczyk
douad fibule Kostrzewski K se asociazd cu o agrafa
Kostrzewski A (Dgbrowska 1997, 72-73, Taf. CLXX), iar
1n noud morminte - M. 48, 49, 51, 57, 63, 74, 75, 85
si 88 - din cimitirul de la Grafenhainichen (Sachsen-
Anhalt) astfel de piese s-au descoperit impreund cu
fibule de tip Kostrzewski G (Gustavs 2004). Avand in
vedere cele prezentate, este de presupus cd astfel de
fibule in Europa Centrald au aparut, foarte probabil,
incd la sfarsitul fazei LT D1a dupa Rieckhoff.

Si pentru spatiul Europei de Sud-Est am putea admite
anumite particularititi. In aceasta ordine de idei vom
aminti cd relativ recent o fibula de tip Kostrzewski K
a fost localizata intr-un mormant (Balanesti) din
mediul atribuit fenomenului Padea-Panagjurskii-

3 Un exemplu absolut graitor privind erorile de percepere ale cronologiei
pentru cazurile cdnd nu sunt precizate schemele cronologice utilizate:

in cronologie absolutd, segmentul LT D1b conform schemei propuse de
Rieckhoff (125-85 a. Chr.), ajunge sa se incheie cand cel LT D1a, propus de
Gebhard (120-60 a. Chr.), nici mdcar nu ajunge la jumatatea sa.

Dies gilt auch fiir das Pruth-Dnjester Gebiet. Als Beispiel
sei hier die Fibel Variante Kostrzewski K genannt, die
tblicherweise in LT D1 datiert wird und von polnischen
Kollegen sogar als echte Leitform der Phase A2 (A2b)

oder nach dem mitteleuropdischen Schema - LT D1b-
Horizont nach Rieckhoff - angesehen wird (Luczkiewicz
2020, 249)°. Es sei darauf hingewiesen, dass in einigen
Nekropolen der jiingeren vorrémischen Eisenzeit die Fibeln
Variante Kostrzewski K mit Fibeln der Mittellatene Schema
vergesellschaften sind. So z.B. in Grab 365 von Przeworsk
Nekropole beim Kamienczyk traten zwei Fibelen Variante
Kostrzewski K mit einer Fibel Variante Kostrzewski A
(Dabrowska 1997, 72-73, Taf. CLXX). Und in neun Grabern -
Gr. 48, 49, 51, 57, 63, 74, 75, 85 und 88 - aus dem
Graberfeld von Grafenhainichen (Sachsen-Anhalt) wurden
solche Stiicke zusammen mit Fibeln Variante Kostrzewski G
gefunden (Gustavs 2004). So dass davon ausgegangen
werden kann, dass solche Fibeln in Mitteleuropa
hochstwahrscheinlich schon am Ende der Phase LT D1a
nach Rieckhoff auftraten.

Fir Stidosteuropa konnten wir jedoch einige
Besonderheiten feststellen. In diesem Zusammenhang
sei daran erinnert, dass vor relativ kurzer Zeit eine
Fibel Variante Kostrzewski K in einem Grab (Bdlanesti)
im Milieu des Padea-Panagjurskii-Kolonii-Phdnomens
gefunden wurde (Spanu 2018), wobei die Fibel von
Balanesti nicht spezifisch fiir das Padea-Panagjurskii-
Kolonii-Phdnomen ist, d.h. sie kann mit D. Spanu als

*Ein bezeichnendes Beispiel fiir die falsche Wahrnehmung der Chronologie in
Féllen, in denen die verwendeten chronologischen Systeme nicht spezifiziert
sind: In der absoluten Chronologie endet der Phase LT D1b nach Rieckhoff
(125-85 v. Chr.), wahrend der von Gebhard (120-60 v. Chr.) vorgeschlagene
Phase LT D1a nicht einmal die Hélfte erreicht.



Kolonii (Spanu 2018). Avand in vedere cd agrafa de

la Balanesti nu este specifica manifestarilor Padea-
Panagjurskii-Kolonii, aceasta poate fi interpretata
drept un ,import”, asa cum a mentionat si D. Spanu
(Spanu 2018, 241). Respectiv, avand in vedere arealul
de baza al rdspandirii acestui tip de fibulg, la care se
adauga exemplarul de la Kruglik ce a fost descoperit
Intr-o asezare de tip Poienesti-Lucaseuca, am putea
admite ipoteza ca fibula de tip Kostrzewski K de la
Balanesti a ajuns acolo datorita unor posibile relatii
dintre purtdtorii culturii Poienesti-Lucaseuca si grupul
Padea-Panagjurski Kolonii. In favoarea acestei ipoteze
ar veni o altd piesa descoperitd la Bdldnesti - o bratara
de fier cu corpul tubular si capetele unite si rasucite
sau libere (Spanu 2018, 242-243, pl. 111/4). De luat

1n seamad cd nici aceasta piesa nu reprezintd o forma
tocmai tipicd pentru grupul Padea-Panagjurski Kolonii
(Spanu 2018, 242). In schimb, astfel de exemplare se
Tntalnesc destul de frecvent in descoperirile funerare
de tip Poienesti-Lucaseuca (Babes 1993, 106, Taf. 7/52f;
8/68g) si, ceea ce este important in contextul discutiilor
noastre, se asociazd, de reguld, cu fibule apropiate
tipului Kostrzewski B si Kostrzewski H (Babes 1993,
Abb. 37; 41; larmulschi 2016, fig. 7; 11). Cele din

urmad, de reguld, sunt, datate in LT C2-LT Dla dupa
Riechkoff (Babes 1993, 92-93; Brandt 2001, 79). Avand
n vedere cele mentionate, am putea admite ca o astfel
de asociere, dincolo de problema singularitatii sale (in
acest moment), ar putea servi in calitate de indiciu
pentru o posibila racordare a exemplarelor Kostrzewski
K din sud-estul Europei la o faza timpurie, care n cazul
nostru ar putea fi sincronizata daca nu cu finalul fazei

4 A se vedea rationamentele unor astfel de conexiuni la Spanu 2018 si
Iarmulschi, Munteanu 2020.
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Jlmport” interpretiert werden (Spanu 2018, 241). Es ist
gut moglich, dass die Fibel Variante Kostrzewski K von
Balanesti aufgrund moglicher Beziehungen zwischen den
,Irdgern” der Poienesti-Lucaseuca-Kultur und der Padea-
Panagjurski-Kolonii-Gruppe* dorthin gelangt ist. Fir diese
Annahme spricht ein weiteres Stiick aus Balanesti - ein
eisernes Armband mit einem réhrenférmigen Kérper und
verbundenen und verdrehten bzw. losen Enden (Spanu
2018, 242-243, pl. 11l/4). Auch dieses Stiick stellt keine
typische Form fiir die Padea-Panagjurski Kolonii-Gruppe
dar (Spanu 2018, 242). Stattdessen kommen solche
Exemplare recht haufig in den Grabern der Poienesti-
Lucaseuca-Kultur vor (Babes 1993, 106, Taf. 7/52f; 8/68g)
und sind, was fiir unsere Diskussion wichtig ist, meist

mit Fibeln verbunden, die den Varianten Kostrzewski B
und H nahestehen (Babes 1993, Abb. 37; 41; larmulschi
2016, fig. 7; 11). Letztere werden in der Regel in LT C2-
LT D1 datiert (Babes 1993, 92-93; Brandt 2001, 79). In
Anbetracht des oben Gesagten kdnnten wir zugeben, dass
eine solche Assoziation, abgesehen von dem Problem ihrer
Einzigartigkeit (zu diesem Zeitpunkt), als Anhaltspunkt fiir
eine mogliche Verbindung der Kostrzewski K-Exemplare
aus Stidosteuropa zu einer friihen Phase dienen konnte,
die in unserem Fall wenn nicht mit dem Ende der Phase
LT D1a, so doch mit dem Beginn der Phase LT D1b nach
Riechkoff synchronisiert werden konnte (eine Hypothese,
die natirlich zeitlich verifiziert werden muss, ebenso wie
die Verwendungsdauer des Armrings). Versucht man also
eine elementare Korrelation von Funden aus verschiedenen
Regionen, so zeigt sich, wie schwierig es sein kann,
spdtlaténezeitlicher Fibeln chronologisch den Phasen LTD1
und LT D2 der mitteleuropdischen Chronologie zuzuordnen

4Zur solcher Beziehungen siehe Spanu 2018; larmulschi, Munteanu 2020.
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LT D1a, atunci chiar cu inceputul fazei LT D1b dupa
Riechkoff (ipoteza care, evident, necesita verificari in
timp, asa cum necesitd sa fie verificatd si perioada de
utilizare a bratarii). Astfel, dupd cum am vazut, daca
Tncercam o elementara corelare a descoperirilor din
diferite regiuni, observam cdt de contradictorie poate fi
racordarea cronologicd a fibulelor de schema tarzie la
fazele etapelor LT D1 si LT D2 din cronologia Europei
Centrale si cat de diferita poate fi cronologia absoluta
de la regiune la regiune. In aceasti ordine de idei,
pentru cronologia absolutd, cercetarea este mai mult
ca niciodata dependentd de a doua axa de datare -

de importuri grecesti si romane - care este bine
prezentatd in regiunile nord-vestice ale Marii Negre
si care ar trebui sa devind o componentd importanta
Tn analiza asociatd a pieselor pentru stabilirea
reperelor cronologice locale. Vom lua in calcul aceasta
stratagema si vom reveni ulterior la descoperirile din
perioada preromana tdarzie din spatiul pruto-nistrean.
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descoperite fortuit in dava
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Pieces daciques inédites
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Cuvinte-cheie: centru dacic, piese si vase ceramice dacice, sec. | a. Chr. - | p. Chr.

Rezumat: Se prezinta doar piese, predominant vase ceramice, geto-dacice din perioada preromana (sec. | a. Chr. - | p. Chr.),
recuperate din dava de la Barbosi. Ratiunea prezentarii lor rezulta atat din tematica specifica acestui colocviu, cat si din faptul ca din
epoca preromana a sitului s-au publicat foarte putine piese, astfel ca artefactele de acum aduc un plus de informatii. Este indubitabil
faptul ca siturile, dacice si romane, de pe promontoriul , Tirighina” si din jurul sdu au o importanta deosebita pentru cunoasterea
evolutiei istorice, din sec. Il a. Chr. - IV p. Chr., din zona Dunarii de Jos. Cele mai numeroase tipuri de vase ceramice din acest lot,
modelate cu méana sau cu roata, sunt borcanele, cestile-opait, cupele cu picior inalt (,,fructierele”), canile si vasele de provizii, urmate
de kantharoi, strachini, castroane, kratere, boluri, strecuratori. Prin pozitia sa dominanta si prezenta unor elemente de fortificare, prin
numeroasele complexe de locuire si ateliere, prin variatele importuri elenistice si romane, agezarea de la Barbosi poate fi considerata
un important centru dacic (dava).

Mots-clé: centre dacique, piéces et vases céramiques daciques, premier siécle av. J.-C. - premier siécle apr. J-C.

Résumé: Nous y présentons seulement des piéces, surtout des vases céramiques, géto-daciques de la période préromaine (premier
siecle av. J.-C. - premier siécle apr. J-C.), récupérées dans la dava de Barbosi. La raison pour laquelle nous avons choisi ces pieces
estissue autant de la thématique spécifique de ce colloque, que du petit nombre de piéces, plans, profils et complexes d'époque
préromaine publiés, de sorte que tout lot nouveau d'artefacts apporte plus d'informations. Il est hors de doute que les sites, daciques
et romains, sur le promontoire de «Tirighina» et a son voisinage, ont une importance toute particuliére pour connaitre I'évolution
historique au Bas Danube du lle siecle av. J-C au Ve siecle apr. J-C. Dans ce lot, les types les plus nombreux de vases faits main ou
tournés sont les bocaux, les tasses-lampes, les coupes sur pied, les cruches et les vases de provisions, suivis par les kantharoi, les
écuelles, les bols, les cratéres, les petits bols, les passoires. Nous pouvons affirmer que par sa position dominante, la présence des
éléments de fortification, le grand nombre de complexes d’habitation et ateliers, les importations hellénistiques et romaines variées,
I'établissement de Barbosi peut étre considéré une «davan.

Voi prezenta, cu acest prilej, doar piesele geto-dacice
din perioada preromand, recuperate din dava de la
Barbosi (fig. 1/1)%. Acestea au fost adunate/recuperate
de dl Cristian Aldea cu prilejul unor repetate deplasari,
n jurul anului 2000, Tn zona sitului si au fost
achizitionate ori donate de acesta Muzeului Brailei
,Carol I” in anii 2003-2004.

! Piesele din epoca romand a sitului, variate si interesante ca tipuri si
semnificatie, vor fi prezentate cu altd ocazie.

Je ne vais y présenter que les pieces géto-daciques de la
période préromaine récupérées dans la dava de Barbosi
(fig. 1/1)". Monsieur Cristian Aldea a ramassé/récupéré ces
pieces lors de ses multiples déplacements, autour de I'an
2000, dans la zone du site et les a vendues ou données au
Musée de Brdila «Carol I», en 2003-2004.

"Nous présenterons a une autre occasion les piéces datant de I'époque
romaine du site, qui sont variées et intéressantes comme types et
signification.
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Ne putem baza pe o serie de informatii utile privind
locul si conditiile de descoperire a pieselor, deoarece
dl Cristian Aldea era atunci student al Facultatii de
istorie din Galati, efectuase practicd arheologica,

deci era initiat in acest domeniu. De altfel, in cadrul
acestor deplasdri, a desenat profilele unor zone in
care a gdsit artefactele, si-a notat unele date, astfel ca
avem un minimum de informatii despre ele. Oricum
Tnsd, singura informatie certd este ca piesele provin
din zona davei de pe promontoriul ,Tirighina”.

Imediat dupa 1990, asa cum se cunoaste, zona a fost
puternic afectatd - atat de cdutdtorii de comori, cat si
de o serie de constructii ilegale care au fost ridicate pe
suprafata sitului. Cu acest prilej s-au facut excavari
serioase, stratigrafia a fost bulversatd, iar o serie de
artefacte au fost scoase la suprafatd®

Ratiunea de a prezenta aceste piese rezultd atat din
tematica specificd acestui colocviuw?, cat si din situatia
ca din epoca preromand a acestui sit s-au publicat
foarte putine planuri, profile, complexe si piese, astfel
ca orice lot nou de artefacte de aici aduce un plus

de informatii; e suficient sa amintim cd de aici s-au
publicat, pand acum, doar sapte fibule (Sanie 2011,
118, pl. XXXVIII/1-7), iar in noul lot se afla alte cincil

2Desigur, cele mai numeroase piese ramase pe loc au fost fragmentele

de vase ceramice, intrucdt acestea nu prezentau interes pentru ceilalti
,cautdtori de comori”.

% Descoperiri vechi si abordari noi in arheologia epocii fierului din spatiul
tiso-nistrean / Old discoveries and new approaches to the Archaeology of
the Iron Age in the Tisa-Dniester area’.

Vu que, a I'époque, Mr. Cristian Aldea suivait les cours de

la Faculté d’Histoire de Galati, et avait effectué le stage
pratique, étant donc initié au domaine archéologique, nous
pouvons nous reposer sur une série d'informations utiles
concernant le lieu et les circonstances de la découverte des
pieces. Dailleurs, lors de ces déplacements, il a dessiné les
profils de certaines zones de découverte, a noté certaines
données, ainsi que nous avons un minimum d’informations
sur ces pieces. De toute facon, la seule information certaine
est leur provenance de la zone de la dava sur le promontoire
de «Tirighina».

On sait bien que, peu de temps apres 1990, les chercheurs

de trésors aussi bien que les constructions illégales élevées
sur la superficie du site, ont fortement endommagé la zone.
On a massivement excavé, on a bouleversé la stratigraphie
tout en sortant a la surface un grand nombre de piéces®.

La raison pour laguelle nous avons choisi ces piéces est
issue autant de la thématique spécifique de ce colloque®,
que du petit nombre de piéces, plans, profils et complexes
d'époque préromaine publiés, de sorte que tout lot nouveau
d'artefacts apporte plus d'informations; il suffit de rappeler
que I'on a publié jusqu'a présent seulement sept fibules
(Sanie 2011, 118, pl. XXXVIII/1-7), tandis que dans le
nouveau lot, il y en a cing!

2 Certes le plus grand nombre de pieces, restées sur place, sont des
fragments de vases céramiques, car ils n'intéressaient pas les «chercheurs
de trésors».

3 «Descoperiri vechi si abordari noi in arheologia epocii fierului din spatiul
tiso-nistrean / Old Discoveries and New Approaches to the Archaeology of
the Iron Age in the Tisa-Dniester Area».
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~punaré

Legenda: localitate < dava de la Barbosi

Este indubitabil faptul ca siturile de pe promontoriul
,Tirighina” (fig. 1/2) si din jurul sau au o importanta
deosebita pentru cunoasterea evolutiei istorice din zona
Dunadrii de Jos, din sec. II a. Chr. - IV p. Chr. Promontoriul
,Lirighina” intruneste o serie de conditii favorabile,
datorita cdrora el a jucat un rol important in regiune: a)
este un loc dominant si usor de apdrat, b) se afld langa
Dunadre si in apropierea vaii Siretului, deci la intersectia
unor importante cdi de comunicatie si comerciale cu rol
major Inca din Preistorie, c) se putea controla circulatia
pe Dunare si Siret, d) posibilitatea supravegherii si
blocarii accesului popoarelor nomade dinspre zonele
nord-pontice (Sirbu, Croitoru 2014, 312-340).

Fig. 1. Dava de la Barbosi: 1 - localizarea sitului (imagine, Google
Earth); 2 - promontoriul ,Tirighina”.

Fig. 1. La dava de Barbosi: 1 - localisation du site (image, Google
Earth); 2 - le promontoire «Tirighina.

Il est hors de doute que les sites sur le promontoire de
«Tirighina» (fig. 1/2) et a son voisinage, ont une importance
toute particuliére pour connaitre I'évolution historique au
Bas Danube du lle siécle av. J-C au IVe siecle apr. J-C. Le
promontoire «Tirighina» a joué un réle important dans la
région, de par ses conditions naturelles favorables: a) place
dominante facile a défendre, b) se trouve dans le voisinage
du Danube et de la vallée du Siret, donc au croisement des
voies de communication et commerciales ayant joué un réle
majeur des la Préhistoire, ) le contréle de la circulation

sur le Danube et le Siret, d) la possibilité de surveiller et
bloquer I'accés des populations migratoires des zones nord-
pontiques (Sirbu, Croitoru 2014, 312-340).
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Vestigiile impresionante de pe ,Tirighina” au avut

un destin contradictoriu. Pe de o parte, ele au atras
atentia tnvatatilor si cdlatorilor romani si straini inca
din sec. XVII-XVIII (Miron Costin, Nicolae Costin,
Dimitrie Cantemir etc.) si s-au constituit Tn argumente
materiale pentru evidentierea originii latine a
romanilor. Pe de alta parte Tnsd, zidurile de piatra

au reprezentat adevdrate cariere pentru locuitorii

din zong, iar bogatia inventarului - o atractie pentru
cautdtorii de comori (Sirbu, Croitoru 2007, 13-25).

Recuperarea, cercetarea si valorificarea vestigiilor de
aici au o istorie de aproape doua secole*.

Deoarece nu avem informatii privind contextele
arheologice ale pieselor, ne vom limita la a le prezenta,
ilustra si comenta sumar. In plus, pe de o parte, piesele
la care ne referim sunt forme tipice pentru olaria geto-
dacilor, omniprezente in toate asezdrile acestora, iar
pe de altd parte, nu avem contextele lor de descoperire
si asocierile cu alte categorii de piese, astfel ca nu e
nevoie de mentionarea unor analogii si nici de ample
comentarii.

“ Cercetarea sitului a inceput cu Gheorghe Saulescu, de la care ne-a ramas
si singura monografie a sitului, publicata in 1837 (vezi reeditarea din
1991, editori S. Sanie si V. Cristian), a continuat cu Vasile Parvan (1913),
Gheorghe Stefan (1935-1936), Nicolae Gostar (1959-1964), Silviu Sanie si
Ion T. Dragomir (1967-1985), Silviu Sanie, Victor Cojocaru (1989, 1994).
Alte sapdturi in zona din jurul sitului de la Barbosi, intre care mentionam
doar pe cele din cartierul Dundrea (Tentea, Clesiu 2006, 39-88, cu
bibliografia anterioard) au mai fost efectuate de Mihalache Brudiu, Paul
Damian, Liviu Petculescu, Ovidiu Tentea, Sorin Clesiu, Mihaela Liugnea
(Saulescu 1837; Parvan 1926; Stefan 1935-1936, 341-349; Venelin

1939, 113-114, 141; Gostar 1962, 505-511; 1969; Brudiu 1981, 59-72;
Sanie 1983; Tentea, Clesiu 2006, 39-88). Dupa 2010, au reinceput ample
sapaturi arheologice n zond (Gabriel Juganaru, Adrian Adamescu, Costel
Ilie, Valentin Parnic, Florin Topoleanu), care, speram, sd aducd valoroase
contributii la elucidarea multor aspecte ale evolutiei istorice a zonei.

Les vestiges impressionnants de «Tirighina» ont eu un
destin contradictoire. D’une part, ils ont attiré I'attention
des érudits et voyageurs roumains et étrangers, des les
XVlle-XVllle siécles (Miron Costin, Nicolae Costin, Dimitrie
Cantemir etc.) et sont devenus des arguments matériels
pour soutenir l'origine latine des Roumains. Néanmoins,
de l'autre part, les murailles de pierre ont représenté de
véritables carrieres pour les habitants de la zone, et la
richesse de I'inventaire, une attraction pour les chercheurs
de trésors (Sirbu, Croitoru 2007, 13-25).

Récupérer, rechercher et valoriser les vestiges d'ici, tout
cela dure depuis presque deux siecles”.

Vu que nous ne disposons pas d’informations sur les
contextes archéologiques des piéces, nous allons seulement
les présenter, illustrer et commenter brievement. D'une part,
les piéces que nous présentons sont des formes typiques
pour la poterie des Géto-Daces, omniprésentes dans tous
leurs établissements et, de I'autre part, nous ne disposons
pas de leurs contextes de découverte et des associations
avec d'autres catégories de pieces, aussi ne faut-il

pas mentionner de nombreuses analogies et d'amples
commentaires non plus.

“Ce fut Gheorghe Saulescu qui a commencé la recherche du site et nous en a
laissé une monographie, la seule, d'ailleurs, publiée en 1837 (une réédition en
1991, faite par S. Sanie et V. Cristian). Les fouilles ont continué avec Vasile
Parvan (1913), Gheorghe Stefan (1935-1936), Nicolae Gostar (1959-1964),
Silviu Sanie et lon T. Dragomir (1967-1985), Silviu Sanie, Victor Cojocaru
(1989, 1994). D'autres fouilles dans la zone autour du site de Barbosi, dont
nous mentionnons seulement celles du quartier Dundrea (Tentea, Clesiu
2006, 39-88, avec la bibliographie antérieure) sont dues a Mihalache Brudiu,
Paul Damian, Liviu Petculescu, Ovidiu Tentea, Sorin Clesiu, Mihaela Liugnea.
Aprés 2010, ont été effectuées d’amples excavations (Gabriel Juganaru,
Adrian Adamescu, Costel llie, Valentin Parnic, Florin Topoleanu) qui vont
apporter, espérons-nous, des contributions importantes pour déchiffrer
maints aspects de I'évolution historique de cette zone.
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Cele mai numeroase tipuri de vase modelate cu mana
sau cu roata din acest lot sunt borcanele, cestile-
opait, cupele cu picior (,fructierele”), canile si vasele
de provizii, urmate de kantharoi, strachini, castroane,
kratere, boluri, strecuratori.

Borcanele sunt reprezentate de multiple fragmente -
un exemplar chiar s-a intregit® -, modelate cu

mana, arse aproape in totalitate oxidant, de forma
cvasicilindrica ori usor bitronconicd, cu mijlocul
rotunjit. Au fost ornamentate cu brauri alveolate,
orizontale sau oblice, uneori cu motive in formad de

,)", cateodatd aveau crestdturi oblice pe buzd; erau
prevazute cu butoni cilindrici pentru manevrare (fig. 2;
3/1, 4, 6).

Sunt borcane tipice, ca forme si decor, sec. I a. Chr. - I p.

Chr., descoperite atat aici la Barbosi, cat si in siturile
acestei perioade din aria de locuire a geto-dacilor.

Este de mentionat si partea superioara a unui vas
modelat din argild cu cioburi, cu ardere si cu decor
caracteristice borcanelor sarmatice (fig. 3/2), tip de
piesd care a mai fost descoperit aici si prin sapaturi
sistematice (Sanie 1988, 87, nr. 74, 79, pl. X/2, dar
inclus la vase dacice).

Sunt cdteva fragmente de la vase modelate cu mana
din argild comund, de formd bitronconicd, prevazute
cu ornamente plastice si proeminente pentru
manevrare (fig. 3/3, 5).

°Domnul Cristian Aldea si-a aranjat chiar un ,atelier de restaurare”
in propriul apartament, astfel ca unele piese au fost intregite chiar de
dansul.

Fig. 2. Dava de la Barbosi. Borcan.
Fig. 2. La dava de Barbosi. Bocal.

Dans ce lot, les types les plus nombreux de vases faits main
ou tournés sont les bocaux, les tasses-lampes, les coupes
sur pied, les cruches et les vases de provisions, suivis par
les kantharoi, les écuelles, les bols, les crateres, les petits
bols, les passoires.

Les bocaux sont représentés de nombreux fragments, un
exemplaire ayant méme été complété®, faits main, cuits
presque totalement en atmosphére oxydante, de forme
presque cylindrique ou légerement bi-tronconique, le milieu
arrondi. On les avait ornés de bandes alvéolées, horizontales

M. Cristian Aldea a «organisé» méme un «atelier de restauration» dans son
appartement, de sorte qu'il a reconstitué lui-méme certaines piéces.
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Fig. 3. Dava de la Barbosi. Borcane dacice (1, 4, 6) si sarmatic (2), vase bitronconice (3, 5).
Fig. 3. La dava de Barbosi. Bocaux daciques (1, 4, 6) et sarmatique (2), vases bi-tronconiques (3, 5).

Cestile-opait sunt reprezentate prin piese tipice
ca forme si decor, ornamentate cu brauri crestate
ori alveole la bazad, pe care le ilustram prin doua
exemplare (fig. 4/1, 2a-b).

De la cani sunt mai multe fragmente, modelate cu
mana sau cu roata (fig. 5/1, 2, 4a-b), marea majoritate
arse in mediu inoxidant, de culoare cenusie, de la piese

ou obliques, parfois avec des motifs en forme de la lettre «J»,
d'autrefois ayant des entailles obliques sur la lévre; prévus de
boutons cylindriques pour la manipulation (fig. 2; 3/1, 4, 6).

Comme forme et décor, ces bocaux sont typiques pour les
ler s av. ).-C. - ler s. apr. J.-C. et on les a découverts autant
ici, a Barbosi, que dans les sites de cette période dans l'aire
d’habitation des Géto-Daces.
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Fig. 4. Dava de la Barbosi. Cesti-opaite.
Fig. 4. La dava de Barbosi. Tasses-lampes.

Tn miniaturd pana la unele foarte mari (de la 6 cm

la 38 cm!), decorate prin lustruire cu motive diverse.

Intre acestea este si un exemplar intregit, tnalt de 38
cm, din argild find, ornamentat pe partea superioara

prin lustruire in ,registre” (fig. 5/4a-b).

Categoria strecuratorilor o ilustram printr-un
exemplar intregit, modelat cu roata din argila
fing, arsd inoxidant, cenusie, cu partea inferioara

semiglobulard si cea superioard troconica (fig. 5/5a-b).

Il est a mentionner également la partie haute d’un vase
modelé en argile avec des tessons, dont la forme, la cuisson
et le décor sont spécifiques aux bocaux sarmatiques

(fig. 3/2), un type de piece découvert également lors des
fouilles systématiques (Sanie 1988, 87, no. 74, 79, pl. X/2,
mais inclus aux vases daciques).

Il'y a quelques fragments de vases modelés a la main
en argile commune, de forme bi-tronconique, prévus
d’'ornements plastiques et des proéminences pour la
manipulation (fig. 3/3, 5).

Les tasses-lampes sont représentées de piéces typiques
en forme et décor, ornementés de bandes entaillées ou des
alvéoles a la base, que nous illustrons par deux exemplaires
(fig. 4/1, 2a-b).

Il'y a plusieurs fragments de brocs, faits mains ou tournés
(fig. 5/1, 2, 4a-b), la plupart cuit en milieu réducteur,

de couleur gris cendré, depuis des piéces en miniature

a d’autres trés grandes (de 6 a 38 cml), décorées par
polissage avec des motifs divers. Il y en a, parmi ceux-ci, un
exemplaire reconstitué, 38cm de haut, en argile fine, orné
en haut par polissage en «registres» (fig. 5/4a-b).

Nous allons illustrer la catégorie des passoires par un
exemplaire reconstitué, tourné en argile fine, grise, ayant
la partie basse semi globulaire et la haute, tronconique
(fig. 5/5a-b).

La partie haute de la bouche d’'un récipient tourné en argile
fine provient, probablement, d’une jarre (fig. 5/3).
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Fig. 5. Dava de la Barbosi. Vase de baut (1-4) si strecuratoare (5).
Fig. 5. La dava de Barbosi. Vases pour boire (1-4) et passoire (5)
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Partea superioara din gura unui recipient modelat cu roata
din argila find provine, probabil, de la un urcior (fig. 5/3).

Vasele de provizii sunt reprezentate atat prin
exemplare modelate cu mana, arse oxidant, de culoare
castanie, sau arse inoxidant, de culoare cenusie,
decorate prin lustruire, cat si altele de tip pithos,
modelate cu roata, arse oxidant, caramizii-rosietice, cu
buza latd, in trepte (fig. 7/1).

Cupele cu picior Tnalt (,fructierele”) sunt cele mai
bine reprezentate - atat prin exemplare modelate cu
mana, din pastd semifing, arse in mediu inoxidant sau
oxidant, de culoare neagrd, cenusie sau castanie, cat
si prin cele executate cu roata, din argila fina, aproape
toate arse inoxidant, cenusii, decorate prin lustruire cu
motive diverse pe partea interioard a cupei (benzi de
linii orizontale sau verticale, linii n val etc.) (fig. 6/1-
5). Este de evidentiat un picior de fructierd modelat cu
mana din argild semifind, arsa inoxidant, cu angoba
neagrd, lucioasd, cu decupaturi/,ferestre” ce sugereaza
coloane, cu linii incizate, orizontale la baza si in
spirala pe ,coloane” (fig. 6/6).

Strachinile sunt din argila fing, prelucrate cu roata,
arse inoxidant, cenusii, unul din exemplare fiind
decorat prin incizie cu doua benzi de linii orizontale,
ntre care este plasatad o linie in val (fig. 7/4).

Bolurile, modelate cu roata din argila fing, arse
inoxidant, cenusii, au corpul fie semiglobular, cu gura
invazata si buza latd, aplatizata (fig. 7/3), fie au corpul
mai tronconic, cu umadr, gura usor evazata si buza
rotunjita (fig. 7/2).

Les vases de provisions sont représentés autant par des
exemplaires faits main, cuits en atmosphére oxydante,

de couleur marron, ou cuits en atmospheére réductrice, de
couleur gris cendré, décorés par polissage, que par d'autres
du type pithos, tournés, cuits en atmosphere oxydante, de
couleur brique-rougeadtre, la lévre large, en marches (fig. 7/1).

Les coupes sur pied haut («les vases a fruits») sont le
mieux représentés, aussi bien par des exemplaires modelés
a la main en pate demi fine, cuits en milieu réducteur ou
oxydant, de couleur noire, grise ou marron ou bien tournés,
en argile fine, presque toutes cuites en milieu réducteur,
grises, décorées par polissage de motifs variés dans la
partie intérieure de la coupe (bandes de lignes horizontales
ou verticales, lignes en vague etc.) (fig. 6/1-5). Il est a
mentionner un pied de vase modelé a la main en argile
demi fine, cuit en atmospheére réductrice, engobe noire,
luisante, avec des coupages/fenétres qui suggerent des
colonnes, avec des lignes incisées, horizontales a la base et
en spirale sur les «colonnes» (fig. 6/6).

Les écuelles sont en argile fine, tournées, cuites en
atmosphere réductrice, grises, I'un des exemplaires étant
décoré par incision avec deux bandes de lignes horizontales,
entre lesquelles se trouve une ligne en vague (fig. 7/4).

Modelés en argile fine et cuits en une atmosphere
réductrice, de couleur grise, les bols ont le corps, soit
semi-globulaire, la bouche envasée et la lévre large, aplatie
(fig. 7/3), soit plus tronconique, avec épaule, la bouche
légérement évasée et la lévre arrondie (fig. 7/2).

Les soupiéres sont représentées par plusieurs types de
vases: a) exemplaires en argile demi-fine, modelés a la
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Fig. 6. Dava de la Barbosi. Cupe cu picior tnalt / ,fructiere” (1-6).
Fig. 6. La dava de Barbosi. Coupes sur pied haut / «vases a fruits» (1-6).
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Fig. 7. Dava de la Barbosi. Boluri (2, 3), strachina (4), vas de provizii (1), castroane (5-7), vas pictat (12), kantharoi (8-11).
Fig. 7. La dava de Barbosi. Bols (2, 3), écuelle (4), vase de provisions (1), soupiéres (5-7), vase peint (12), kantharoi (8-11).
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Castroanele sunt reprezentate de mai multe categorii
de vase: a) exemplare din argila semifind, modelate

cu mana, corpul tronconic, puternic evazat, si gura
invazata, cu buza rotunjita (fig. 7/7), b) piese lucrate
cu roata din argila fing, arse inoxidant, cenusii, ce au
corpul tronconic-rotunjit, cu ,guler”, decorate prin
lustruire sau incizie pe partea exterioara a gurii cu
benzi de linii orizontale ce incadreaza benzi de linii
oblice in ,V” (fig. 7/5, 6).

Kantharoii sunt din argila find, confectionati cu
roata, aproape toti arsi inoxidant, de culoare cenusie,
corpul aproape cilindric, prevdzuti cu douad toarte;

au fost decorati prin lustruire cu variate motive sau
combinatii decorative: benzi de linii verticale, retea de
linii oblice, ,registre” de linii verticale si de linii oblice
(fig. 7/8-11).

Este si un fragment de la un vas dacic pictat, al
carui tip este dificil de identificat cu precizie (bol?
kantharos?), facut din argild find, ars oxidant, de
culoare galben-cdramizie, ornamentat cu linii rosietice
late, orizontale (fig. 7/10a-b).

Desigur, cum era si normal, aceste tipuri de vase au
numeroase analogii tntre piesele deja publicate de la
Barbosi (Sanie 1988, 66-101, pl. I-XXVII), asa cum sunt
borcanele (Sanie 1988, 76-77, pl. VIII/1-3, 5, 6; IX/1-
3,5, 6; X/1, 3, 5), cestile-opait (Sanie 1988, pl. VIII/4;
XXI11/3; XXIV/1; XXV1/8; XXVII/2), canile (Sanie 1988,
pl. IX/4; XIV/3; XX1/3), vasele de provizii (Sanie 1988,
pl. X/5; XX11/9), cupele cu picior tnalt/fructierele (Sanie
1988, pl. X1//2, 6, 8; X11/1-5; XIV/4, 5, 8; XV/1-3, 5;
XVIII/3, 4), strecuratorile (Sanie 1988, pl. X111/8; XIX/6;

main, le corps tronconique, bien évasé, la bouche envasée,
la levre arrondie (fig. 7/7), b) piéces tournées en argile
fine, cuites en atmosphere réductrice, grises, au corps
tronconique arrondi, avec «col», décorées par polissage ou
incision dans la partie extérieure de la bouche avec des
bandes de lignes horizontales qui encadrent des bandes de
lignes obliques, en «V» (fig. 7/5, 6).

Les kantharoi sont en argile fine, tournés, presque tous cuits
en atmosphere réductrice, de couleur grise, le corps presque
cylindrique, prévus de deux anses: la décoration est faite par
polissage avec des motifs et combinaisons variés: bandes

de lignes verticales, réseau de lignes obliques, «registres» de
lignes verticales et de lignes obliques (fig. 7/8-11).

Il'y a également un fragment d’'un vase dacique peint,
dont nous avons du mal a identifier avec précision le type
(bol?, kantharos?), modelé en argile fine, cuit en atmosphére
oxydante, couleur jaune-brique, ornementé de lignes
rougedtres larges, horizontales (fig. 7/10a-b).

Il est certes, normal que ces pieces aient de nombreuses
analogies parmi les pieces de Barbosi déja publiées (Sanie
1988, 66-101, pl. [-XXVI), tels les bocaux (Sanie 1988,
76-77, pl. VIII/1-3, 5, 6; pl. IX/1-3, 5, 6; X/1, 3, 5), les tasses-
lampes (Sanie 1988, pl. VIII/4; XXII1/3; XXIV/T; XXVI/8;
XXVII/2), les brocs (Sanie 1988, pl. IX/4; XIV/3; XX1/3), les
vases de provisions (Sanie 1988, pl. X/5; XXII/9), les coupes
sur pied haut/vases a fruits (Sanie 1988, pl. XI/2, 6, 8; XII/1-
5; XIV/4, 5, 8; XV/ 1-3, 5; XVIII/3, 4), les passoires (Sanie
1988, pl. XI11/8; XIX/6; XXV/4; XXVII/7), les kantharoi (Sanie
1988, pl. XI/10; XVII/7; XIX/9), les écuelles et les soupiéres
(Sanie 1988, pl. XVI/10; XXI/1, 4, 5), les bols (Sanie 1988,
pl. XVI/6, 8; XIX/11).
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Fig. 8. Dava de la Barbosi. Piese din corn (4-6, 8-10, 12), os (2, 11), ceramica (7, 13), piatra (1, 3).
Fig. 8. La dava de Barbosi. Pieces de corne (4-6, 8-10, 12), os (2, 11), céramique (7, 13), pierre (1, 3).
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XXV/4; XXV11/7), kantharoii (Sanie 1988, pl. X1/10;
XVII/7; X1X/9), strachinile si castroanele (Sanie 1988,
pl. XVI/10; XX1/1, 4, 5), bolurile (Sanie 1988, pl. XVI/6,
8; XIX/11).

Instrumente, unelte, dispozitive, piese in curs de
prelucrare (fig. 8/1-13). Au fost recuperate si cateva
unelte din piatra (cute), os (impungdtor, tub), corn
(tmpletitor? piese in curs de prelucrare) si ceramica
(fusaiold) (Sanie 1988, 95, pl. XXIV/3, 4; XXV/2, 5;
Sanie 2007, 297-305).

Margelele (fig. 9/1, 2) sunt, aproape toate, din sticld,
de diverse forme (tubulare, bitronconice, rotunde) si
culori diferite, dar predomina cele albastre (Sanie,
Sanie 1992, 88, 93, pl. XI/1-3; XIV/2-6).

Fibulele pe care le prezentam acums®, chiar daca
nu cunoastem contextul lor de descoperire, sunt
importante pentru cronologia generala a sitului.
intrucat sunt tipuri de piese binecunoscute si bine
ilustrate, nu le vom mai descrie, limitandu-ne la a
oferi doar cateva repere esentiale.

Existd doua fibule ,soldatesti” din fier (fig. 10/4, 5),

datate la sfarsitul sec. I - inceputul sec. II p. Chr. de Aurel
Rustoiu (tipul 9) (Rustoiu 1997, 42, fig. 191-193) ori de
Sorin Cocis in perioada Imparatilor Domitian - Hadrian
(tipul 3, varianta a) (Cocis 2004, 39-40, pl. /4, 5).

© Fibulele de epoca romand a sitului, asa cum am spus deja, vor fi
prezentate cu alt prilej.

Fig. 9. Dava de la Barbosi. Margele din sticla.
Fig. 9. La dava de Barbosi. Perles de verre.

Instruments, outils, dispositifs, piéces en cours de
fabrication (fig. 8/1-13). Ony a récupéré aussi quelques
outils en pierre (gres), os (poussoir, tube), corne (tresseur ?
pieces en cours de fabrication) et céramique (fusaiole) (Sanie
1988, 95, pl. XXIV/3, 4; XXV/2, 5; Sanie 2007, 297-305).

Les perles (fig. 9/1, 2) sont presque toutes en verre, de
diverses formes (tubulaires, bi-tronconiques, rondes) et
couleurs (le bleu est dominant) (Sanie, Sanie 1992, 88, 93,
pl. XI/1-3; XIV/2-6).
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Alte doua fibule (fig. 10/1a-b, 2) din bronz sunt
puternic profilate, de tip roman provincial, datate de
Aurel Rustoiu in sec. I p. Chr. (tipul 19, varianta c)
(Rustoiu 1997, 52-53, fig. 58-59/1-5) si de Sorin Cocis
1n a doua jumadtate a sec. I p. Chr. (tipul 8, probabil,
varianta 8a-1c) (Cocis 2004, 45-49, pl. VI).

A cincea piesa (fig. 10/3a-b) este o fibula puternic
profilatd, ,de tip rdasdritean” sau ,de tip carpic”, dupa
Gheorghe Bichir (Bichir 1973, 100-101, pl. CLXVI-
CLXVII, CLXXII), datata de Aurel Rustoiu in a doua
jumadtate a sec. I - prima jumadtate a sec. II p. Chr.
(tipul 19, varianta c) (Rustoiu 1997, 53-54, fig. 60-63)
si de Sorin Cocis - in a doua jumatate a sec. I p. Chr.
(tipul 8) (Cocis 2004, 45-49, pl. VI).

Asadar, noile fibule pot fi incadrate intre a doua
jumdtate a sec. I a. Chr. - prima jumadtate a sec. II p.
Chr. si ele au apartinut, cel mai probabil, epocii geto-
dacice a asezarii, fard a fi exclusa si posibilitatea ca
vreuna din piese sd provind din perioada romanad a
sitului.

Deocamdata, de aici au fost publicate numai sase
fibule’ din perioada geto-dacica a asezdrii, cea mai
veche piesa fiind o fibula de tip ,linguritd”, databila
n sec. I a. Chr. (Sanie, Sanie 1991, 45-48; Sanie 2011,

115-117, pl. XXXVIII/1-7).

7 0 posibila fibuld mai veche (de tip Glasinac? celtica timpurie?) (Sanie
2011, 115, pl. XXXVIII/11a-b) nu apartine epocii geto-dacice si nu poate fi
asociata cu alte vestigii din sec. VI-IV a. Chr.

Les fibules que nous sommes en train de présenter® sont
importantes pour la chronologie générale du site méme si
nous ne connaissons pas le contexte de leur découverte.
Ce sont des types de pieces bien connues et bien illustrées,
aussi allons-nous en offrir seulement quelques repéres
essentiels, sans en faire une description.

Il'y a deux fibules «militaires» en fer (fig. 10/4, 5), que Aurel
Rustoiu date a la fin du ler siécle - début du lle siécle apr.
J.-C. (type 9) (Rustoiu 1997, 42, fig. 191-193) et Sorin Cocis,
dans la période des empereurs Domitien - Hadrien (type 3,
variante a) (Cocis 2004, 39-40, pl. 1/4-5).

Deux autres fibules (fig. 10/1a-b, 2) en bronze sont
fortement profilées, du type romain provincial, que Aurel
Rustoiu date au premier siécle apr. J-C. (type 19, variante c)
(Rustoiu 1997, 52-53, fig. 58-59/1-5) et Sorin Cocis, dans
la seconde moitié du premier siecle apr. J.-C. (type 8,
probablement |a variante 8a-1c) (Cocis 2004, 45-49, pl. V).

La cinquieme piéce (fig. 10/3a-b) est une fibule fortement
profilée, «du type oriental» ou «du type carpique», selon
Gheorghe Bichir (Bichir 1973, 100-101, pl. CLXVI-CLXVII;
CLXXI1), que Aurel Rustoiu date dans la seconde moitié

du premier siécle - premiére moitié du lle siécle apr. J.-C.
(type 19, variante c) (Rustoiu 1997, 53-54, fig. 60-63) et
Sorin Cocis, dans la seconde moitié du premier siécle apr.
J.-C. (type 8) (Cocis 2004, 45-49, pl. VI).

Par conséquent, les nouvelles fibules peuvent sencadrer entre
la seconde moitié du premier siécle et la premiere moitié du
lle siécle apr. J-C, ayant appartenu, le plus probablement, a

6 Tout comme nous I'avons déja dit, nous allons présenter a une autre
occasion les fibules d'époque romaine du site
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Fig. 10. Dava de la Barbosi. Fibule din bronz (1-3) si fier (4, 5).
Fig. 10. La dava de Barbosi. Fibules de bronze (1-3) et fer (4, 5).

In lipsa contextelor de descoperire, cronologia pieselor
poate fi facutd doar in linii generale. Tipurile de vase
ceramice prezentate pot fi incadrate in sec. I a. Chr. -

I p. Chr, aceasta datare fiind sustinutd de ansamblul
descoperirilor din toatd aria de locuire a geto-dacilor
(Crisan 1969; Crisan 1978; Berciu 1981; Preda 1986;
Sirbu 1996; Ursachi 1995; Sirbu et al. 1996; Andritoiu,
Rustoiu 1997; Florea 1988; Dupoi, Sirbu 2001; Vulpe,

I'époque géto-dace de I'établissement, sans exclure pour autant
que quelque piéce ait provenu de la période romaine du site.

On a publié, jusqu’a présent, seulement six fibules’, datant
de la période géto-dace de I'établissement, la plus ancienne

’Une possible fibule plus ancienne (du type Glasinac? celtique ancienne?)
(Sanie 2011, 115, pl. XXXVIII/11a-b) n'appartient pas a 'époque géto-dacique
et ne saurait étre associée avec d’autres vestiges des Vle - |Ve siécles av. J-C.
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Teodor 2003; Sirbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005; Sirbu et al.
2007; Trohani 2005; Trohani 2006; Macrea, Glodariu
1981, 146-165; Capitanu 1986-1987, 103-213).

Aceasta Tncadrare cronologicd este sustinutd, in
parte, si de datarea fibulelor, incadrabile intre a
doua jumadtate a sec. I a. Chr. - prima jumatate a sec.
[T p. Chr.

Cateva observatii despre sit

Chiar dacad cercetarile arheologice sistematice in
acest sit au peste un veac, persista tncd numeroase
incertitudini despre multe caracteristici esentiale
ale lui, de la tipurile de structuri de aparare pana
la cronologia lor, de la stratigrafie la tipurile de
complexe etc.

Situatia are cauze obiective, dar si subiective.
Numeroasele refaceri ale structurilor din piatrd,
indeosebi in epoca romanad, au necesitat niveldri si
dislocari, iar lucrarile moderne ori folosirea zidurilor
drept cariere au distrus iremediabil straturile
arheologice, complexele de locuire si gospodaresti, ca
si inventarul acestora.

Apoi, modul de cercetare a fost impropriu, deoarece
doar in micd masurd s-au fdcut cercetdri in suprafata,
care ar fi putut sa ne ofere o imagine generala a
sitului, sa evidentieze topografia monumentelor

si complexelor. Publicarea rezultatelor sapaturilor
arheologice a fost, de asemenea, nesafisfacatoare,
deoarece doar in mod exceptional au fost ilustrate cu

étant une fibule du type «petite cuiller», datable au premier
siecle av. J.-C. (Sanie, Sanie 1991, 45-48; Sanie 2001, 115-
117, pl. XXXVIII/1-7).

Faute de contextes de découvertes, la chronologie des
piéces ne saurait étre que générale. Les types de vases
céramiques présentés sencadrent au premier siecle

av. J.-C. - premier siécle apr. J.-C., datation soutenue par
I'ensemble des découvertes de toute I'aire d’habitation
des Géto-Daces (Crisan 1969; Crisan 1978; Berciu 1987;
Preda 1986; Sirbu 1996; Ursachi 1995; Sirbu et al. 1996;
Andritoiu, Rustoiu 1997; Florea 1988; Dupoi, Sirbu 2007;
Vulpe, Teodor 2003; Sirbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005; Sirbu et al.
2007; Trohani 2005; Trohani 2006; Macrea, Glodariu 1981,
146-165; Capitanu 1986-1987, 103-213).

Cet encadrement chronologique s'appuie également sur la
datation des fibules, entre la seconde moitié du premier
siecle av. J.-C. et la premiére moitié du lle siécle apr. J.-C.

Quelques remarques sur le site

Méme si les fouilles systématiques ont commencé il y a
plus d’un siecle, il existe encore des incertitudes concernant
plusieurs de ses caractéristiques essentielles, depuis les
types des structures de défense jusqu'a la chronologie,
depuis la stratigraphie jusqu’aux types des complexes etc.

La situation est ainsi pour des causes objectives aussi

bien que subjectives. Les structures de pierre ont subi
maintes reconstructions, surtout a 'époque romaine, ce qui
a imposé des nivellements et dislocations; encore plus, les
travaux modernes ou ['utilisation des murailles en guise de
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planuri ori profile ale sdpaturilor, inventarul nu este
redat pe compexe, iar intre etapele de cercetare au
fost intervale mari de timp. Locuirea dacicd a suferit
ample distrugeri incd din epoca romanad, din cauza
numeroaselor refaceri ale fortificatiilor ori a construirii
complexelor de locuire si gospodaresti, a atelierelor
(Sanie 1988, 53-65, fig. B-G; Sanie 1989, 91-96; Sanie
2002, 153-164); in plus, unele zone cu locuire dacica
au ramas necercetate, deoarece deasupra lor se aflau
vestigii romane, care au fost pastrate in situ in cursul
cercetdrilor arheologice.

Din toate aceste motive se pot face doar aprecieri

de ordin general privind epoca dacicd a sitului. Este
evident ca promontoriul ,Tirighina” are o pozitie
privilegiata: se Tnalta cu circa 44 m deasupra luncii
Siretului, laturile de est si de sud sunt foarte abrupte,
iar cea de vest este mai domoald, astfel ca doar latura
de nord, mai usor accesibila, deoarece facea legatura cu
campia Tnaltd, impunea fortificarea (fig. 1/2).

S-a mentionat ca fortificatia dacica era constituita
dintr-un sant si un val prevazut cu palisada (sau doar
palisada? - n.n.), dar detaliile acestora nu sunt prea
clar publicate si ilustrate (Sanie 1987, 109-110; Sanie
2011, 55-57, pl. 1I), astfel ca planeaza numeroase
incertitudini asupra caracteristicilor lor.

Locuirea geto-dacicd, uneori cu o grosime de peste
3 m, a fost Incadrata intre sfarsitul sec. IT a. Chr. -
ultimele decenii ale sec. I p. Chr., pentru care
principalele repere cronologice au fost fibulele si
importurile greco-romane (Sanie 2011, 128-157).
Nu s-au publicat planuri ori detalii constructive

«carriéres» ont irrémédiablement endommagé les couches
archéologiques, les complexes d’habitation et ménageres,
ainsi que leur inventaire.

La maniere utilisée dans les fouilles a été inappropriée

car on a fait peu de fouilles de surface qui auraient pu
nous offrir une image générale du site, mettre en évidence
la topographie des monuments et des complexes. La
publication des résultats des excavations n'a pas été trop
satisfaisante car l'illustration par des plans et des profils
des fouilles était bien rare, I'inventaire n'est pas présenté
par complexes et il y a des périodes trop grandes entre les
étapes de recherche. L'habitation dacique a subi nombre
de destructions amples dés I'époque romaine a cause

des nombreuses reconstructions des fortifications ou
I'édification des complexes d’habitation; en plus, certaines
zones d’habitation dacique sont restées inexplorées, car en
dessus d’elles se trouvaient des vestiges romains, conservés
in situ au cours des recherches archéologiques.

Cest pour toutes ces raisons que les appréciations sur I'époque
dacique du site ne sauraient étre que dordre général.Le
promontoire «Tirighina» a une position privilégiée; il se dresse
a 44 m au-dessus de la vallée du Siret, les pentes de I'est et
du sud sont tres abruptes, celle de l'ouest est plus douce, ainsi
que seule la pente de nord, plus facilement accessible car se
reliait avec la plaine haute, imposait la fortification (fig. 1/2).

On a mentionné que la fortification dacique consistait en

un fossé et un vallum prévu de palissade (ou seulement
palissade? - n.n.), mais les détails de ceux-ci ne sont pas
trop clairement publiés et illustrés (Sanie 1987, 109-110;
Sanie 2011, 55-57, pl. Il), aussi existe-t-il trop d’incertitudes
concernant leurs caractéristiques.
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despre locuinte, unele acoperite cu tigle grecesti,
astfel ca informatiile despre acestea sunt foarte
sumare. S-a afirmat existenta unui sanctuar de

tipul aliniamentelor de coloane, dar argumentele
aduse si planul publicat (Sanie 1988, 62, fig. G; Sanie
2011, 67-70, pl. VIII) nu documenteazd o asemenea
constructie (gropile nu sunt in siruri paralele, au
dimensiuni variate, sunt prea apropiate, umplutura
este diversa etc.).

Inventarul recuperat este variat si bogat in ceea ce
priveste recipientele ceramice geto-dacice (Sanie
2011, 72-89, pl. I-XXV), dar celelalte categorii de piese
recuperate (unelte, arme, podoabe) sunt destul de
putine (Sanie, Sanie 1991, 45-55, pl. I/8-10, 12; Sanie,
Sanie 2011, 89, 111-115, pl. XXVI1/2, 5; XXVIII-XXIX).

Importurile greco-romane constau din amfore de Cos/
Pseudocos, recipiente ceramice glazurate, sigillate
pontice, opaite efesiene si romane timpurii, recipiente
din sticla - toate databile de la sfarsitul sec. II a. Chr.
pana la sfarsitul sec. I - inceputul sec. II p. Chr. (Sanie,
Sanie 1992, 71-96, pl. I-XIV; Sanie, Sanie 2011, 128-
157, pl. XLI-LIV).

Prin pozitia sa geograficd favorabila - la un vad de
trecere a Dunadrii si pe malul Siretului, o importanta
arterd de circulatie de-a lungul timpului -, cat si
prin varietatea importurilor descoperite aici, se poate
presupune cd asezarea de aici a fost un ,pivot”/
emporium in difuzarea produselor greco-romane in
lumea geto-dacilor.

’habitation géo-dace, épaisse parfois de plus de 3m,

a été encadrée entre la fin du lle s. av. J.-C. - dernieres
décennies du premier siécle apr. J-C., quand les fibules et les
importations gréco-romaines ont constitué les principaux
repéres chronologiques (Sanie 2011, 128-157). On n'a pas
publié des plans ou détails constructifs des habitations,

les unes couvertes de tuiles grecques, par conséquent les
informations en sont sommaires. On a affirmé I'existence
d’un sanctuaire du type alignements de colonnes, mais les
arguments présentés et le plan publié (Sanie 1988, 62,

fig. G; Sanie 2011, 67-70, pl. VIIl) ne se constituent pas en
documentation pour une telle construction (les fosses ne
sont pas en rangées paralléles, ont des dimensions variées,
sont trop rapprochées, le remplissage est divers etc.).

Linventaire récupéré est varié et riche pour ce qui est des
récipients céramiques géto-daces (Sanie 2011, 72-89,

pl. [-XXV), mais les autres catégories de pieces récupérées
(outils, armes, objets de parure) sont peu nombreuses
(Sanie, Sanie 1991, 45-55, pl. 1/8-10, 12; Sanie, Sanie 2011,
89, 111-115, pl. XXVI/2, 5; XXVIII-XXIX).

Les importations gréco-romaines consistent en amphores
du type Cos/Pseudocos, récipients céramiques vitrifiés,
sigillate pontiques, lampes d’Ephése et romaines anciennes,
récipients de verre, tous datables depuis la fin du lle s. av.
).-C. jusqu’a la fin du premier - commencement du lle s. apr.
).-C. (Sanie, Sanie 1992, 71-96, pl. I-XIV; Sanie, Sanie 2011,
128-157, pl. XLI- LIV).

La position géographique favorable - a un gué pour
traverser le Danube, et au bord du Siret, une voie de
communication importante le long du temps - ainsi que
la variété des importations découvertes ici, tout cela nous
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Nici momentul abandondrii fortificatiei nu este clar,
mentionandu-se doar cd ea ,nu mai functiona in
ultima perioada a existentei cetatii (sic)®” (Sanie 1987,
110; Sanie 2011, 57).

Considerdm ca este greu de acceptat utilizarea
fortificatiei la mijlocul - tn a doua jumadtate a sec. I
p. Chr,, mai ales cd la tTnceputul acestui veac au fost
abandonate alte fortificatii dacice, aflate mult mai
departe de Dunadre, asa cum sunt Poiana, Racdtau si
Brad (Ursachi 2011, 166-169).

Existd serioase rezerve privind existenta unui centru
dacic fortificat pe promontoriul ,Tirighina” pana spre
sfarsitul sec. I p. Chr,, din cauza politicii romane de

a impune un ,spatiu de sigurantd” in stanga Dundrii,
obtinut si prin stramutarea locuitorilor din aceasta
zond. Aducem in discutie aici cele doud momente
importante, cunoscute din sursele scrise, anume
expeditiile lui Aelius Catus, din anii 6-9 p. Chr,, sia
lui Tiberius Plautius Aelianus (CIL XIV 3608 = Dessau
986), Intre anii 57-67 ai primului veac al erei crestine,
cand au fost stramutati 100 000 de ,transdanubieni”

(Pippidi 1967, 287-328; Croitoru 2002, 57-68).

Nu sunt bine cunoscute nici limitele si datarea asezarii
nefortificate geto-dacice de la baza ,Tirighinei”, zona
unde, cu prilejul lucrarilor agricole, edilitare ori a
cercetdrilor arheologice, s-au descoperit materiale
geto-dacice. Chiar daca existd discutii asupra sensului
exact al termenului de ,dava” (Rusu 1967, sub voce;
EAIRV 1996, 27-28; Florea 2011, 169-175), putem

8Cum putea sd mai fie ,cetate”, dacd fortificatia nu mai functiona?!

fait supposer que cet établissement avait été un «pivot» /
emporium pour la diffusion des produits gréco-romains dans
le monde des Géto-Daces.

Le moment de I'abandon de la fortification nest pas clair,

car la seule mention est qu'elle «ne fonctionnait plus dans
la derniére période de la citadelle (sic)»® (Sanie 1987, 110;
Sanie 2011, 57).

Nous avons du mal a accepter I'hypothése de I'utilisation

de la fortification au milieu- seconde moitié du premier
siecle apr. J.-C,, surtout que, au commencement de ce siecle,
d’autres fortifications daciques avaient été abandonnées,
qui se trouvaient beaucoup plus loin du Danube, telles
Poiana, Racatau et Brad (Ursachi 2011, 166-169).

Lexistence d’un centre fortifié dace sur le promontoire
«Tirighina» jusqua la fin du premier siécle apr. J.-C. est
sérieusement mise en doute en raison de la politique
romaine d’imposer un «espace de sécurité» a gauche du
Danube, obtenu également par le déplacement des habitants
de la zone. Il est temps d’'apporter dans la discussion les deux
moments importants, mentionnés dans les sources écrites,
plus précisément les expéditions d'Aelius Catus, en les
années 6-9 apr. J.-C. et de Tiberius Plautius Aelianus (CIL XIV
3608=Dessau 986) en les années 56-67 du premier siécle
de I'ere chrétienne, lorsqu'on a fait déplacer 100000 «Trans-
danubiens» (Pippidi 1967, 287-328; Croitoru 2002, 57-68).

Les limites et la datation de I'établissement non-fortifié
géto-dace a la base de Tirighina ne sont bien connues non

plus, une zone ol 'on a mis au jour des matériels géto-

8 Comment pouvait-elle étre «citadelle» si la fortification ne fonctionnait plus?!
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accepta ca prin aceasta notiune pot fi desemnate
centrele geto-dacice importante, situate la nord de
Muntii Balcani, cele mai numeroase fiind mentionate
in Geografia lui Ptolemeu.

Astfel, putem conchide cg, prin pozitia sa dominantd,
prezenta unor elemente de fortificare, numeroasele
complexe de locuire si ateliere, variatele importuri
elenistice si romane, asezarea de la Barbosi poate fi
considerata o ,dava”.
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Cuvinte-cheie: valea Buzaului, daci, podoabe din argint, tezaur, Dacia preromana.

Rezumat: Articolul prezinta 12 artefacte dacice din argint, descoperite in patru puncte situate pe cursul mijlociu al Buzaului, de

la iesirea din munti pana la contactul cu campia. Piesele reprezinta descoperiri mai vechi sau recente, realizate fie prin cercetari
sistematice sau sondaje in asezarile de la Carlomanesti, Tarcov si Valea Lupului, fie cu ocazia unor descoperiri intdmplatoare, cum

ar fi tezaurul de la Candesti. Cele mai multe piese au fost descoperite la Carlomanesti. Este vorba despre o bratara, o fibula-lingurita,
un inel si doua pandantive-cui. De la Tarcov provin trei piese din argint, respectiv o veriga, un manson si o garnitura, iar de la Valea
Lupului —un cercel cu terminatie conica si o margica de chihlimbar. La Candesti a fost descoperit recent primul tezaur dacic din argint
din zona Buzaului. El se compune din trei piese de podoaba si 19 denari romani republicani, ultimul fiind batut in anul 41 a. Chr.

Keywords: Buzau Valley, dacians, silver jewellery, hoards, pre-Roman Dacia.

Abstract: The article presents 12 Dacian silver artifacts discovered at four points located on the middle course of the Buzau River
from the exit from the mountains to the approach to the plain. The pieces are older or recent finds, obtained either through systematic
research or through surveys in the settlements of Carlomanesti, Tarcov and Valea Lupului or on the occasion of chance discoveries
such as the hoard of Candesti. Most of the pieces were discovered in Carlomanesti. From here come a bracelet, a spoon-fibula and
two pin-pendants. Another three silver pieces come from Tarcov, respectively a link, a garnish, and a collar, and from Valea Lupului
an earring with a conical protrusion and amber bead. The first Dacian silver hoard in the Buzau area was discovered at Candesti. It
consists of three pieces of jewellery and 19 Roman Republican denarii, the last of which was minted in 41 BC.

Podoabele si piesele de port din argint reprezinta o Silver jewellery and silver wear are an important category
categorie de descoperiri importantd pentru cultura of finds for the Classical Geto-Dacian culture before
geto-dacica clasica tnainte de cucerirea romana. the Roman conquest. The vast majority of them were
Marea lor majoritate a fost reperatd in peste 60 de discovered in more than 60 hoards scattered throughout
tezaure, raspandite pe tot teritoriul tdrii si ingropate the country and buried mainly in the 15t century BC. Much
cu precadere in sec. [ a. Chr. In numar mult mai mic smaller in number are the finds from settlements, which
sunt descoperirile din asezari, care, desi mai putin although less spectacular, account for almost the entire
spectaculoase, reprezinta aproape intreaga gama de range of items of costume and jewellery that circulated and
piese de port si podoabe, care au circulat si au fost were buried as hoards in pre-Roman Dacia.

Tngropate sub forma de tezaure in Dacia Preromana.

In the first comprehensive contribution on Dacian silver
In prima contributie exhaustiva privind podoabele jewellery made in 1973 by K. Horedt (Horedt 1973, 127-167),
dacice din argint, realizatd 1n 1973 de K. Horedt the Buzdu Valley area was a blank spot, no finds being known.



(Horedt 1973, 127-167), zona vaii Buzaului reprezenta
o0 patd alba, nefiind cunoscute descoperiri.

Desi In anii ‘70 au debutat sapdturile sistematice de la
Carlomanesti, care au continuat in anii ‘80 cu sondaje
arheologice pe valea Buzdului, in siturile de la Tarcov si
Valea Lupului, podoabele din argint lipseau, fie datorita
nepublicdrii acestora pentru situl de la Carlomanesti, fie
din cauza nedescoperiri lor, dat fiind caracterul restrans
al sdpaturilor. Drept urmare, zona vaii Buzaului ramanea,
n continuare, o patd albd si tn anul 1996, cand A.
Rustoiu publica lucrarea dedicatd metalurgiei bronzului
la daci, unde discuta pe larg si despre podoabele dacice
din argint, descoperite in tezaure sau in asezari.

Dupa ce S. Matei face o prezentare succintd, tn anul
2009, a doua piese de argint, respectiv o fibula si

un pandantiv-cui, descoperite la Carlomdnesti, in

2012 are loc publicarea de cdtre D. Spanu a celei mai
cuprinzatoare si exhaustive lucrdri dedicate podoabelor
dacice din argint. Cu acest prilej, sunt prezentate

trei podoabe din argint de la Carlomanesti (o fibula-
linguritd si doud pandantive-cui), precum si o podoaba
din aur (pandantiv semilunar) (Spanu 2012, 218)*.

Dat fiind stadiul destul de precar al publicdrii, precum
si noile descoperiri realizate in ultimii ani, am ales sa
publicam 12 artefacte dacice din argint, descoperite in
patru puncte situate pe cursul mijlociu al Buzaului, de
la iesirea din munti pana la contactul cu cdmpia.

' Publicarea pieselor nu este insotitd de detalii privind contextul
arheologic, iar din punct de vedere grafic sunt redate doar trei dintre ele.
Precizam faptul ca cea de a cincea piesa, respectiv o za din sdrma rasucita,
este atribuitd gresit ca fiind din argint, in realitate ea fiind din bronz.

Dacian silver jewellery discovered in the Buzau Valley

Although systematic excavations at Carlomdnesti began in
the 1970s and continued in the 1980s with archaeological
surveys in the Buzau valley at the sites of Tarcov and Valea
Lupului, the silver jewellery were missing, either because
they were not published for the Carlomanesti site, or
because they were not found due to the limited nature of
the excavations. As a result, the Buzdu Valley area remained
a blank spot even in 1996 when A. Rustoiu published his
work on bronze metallurgy of the Dacians, where he also
discusses at length the Dacian silver jewellery discovered in
hoards or in settlements.

After a brief publication in 2009, in an exhibition catalogue
of two silver pieces, respectively a fibula and a pin-
pendant discovered at Carlomanesti, by S. Matei, the most
comprehensive and exhaustive work dedicated to Dacian
silver jewellery was published in 2012 by D. Spanu. On

this occasion, three silver jewellery from Carlomanesti are
presented (a spoon-shaped fibula and two pin-pendants)
as well as a gold ornament (half-moon pendant) (Spanu
2012,218)".

Given the rather precarious state of publication, as well

as the new discoveries made in recent years, we chose to
publish 12 Dacian silver artifacts discovered at four points
located on the middle course of the Buzdu River from the
exit from the mountains to the approach to the plain.

As mentioned above, the pieces are older or recent finds,
obtained either through systematic research or through

" The publication of the pieces is not accompanied by details of the
archaeological context and for only 3 of them graphical representation
is provided. It should be noted that the fifth piece, a twisted wire link, is
mistakenly attributed as silver, but in reality, it is bronze.
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Fig. 1. Localizarea punctelor unde au fost descoperite podoabe din argint.
Fig. 1. Locating the points where silver jewellery were discovered.

Asa cum spuneam mai sus, piesele reprezinta
descoperiri mai vechi sau recente, realizate fie prin
cercetdri sistematice sau sondaje in asezdrile de la
Carlomadnesti (Babes 1975; Matei 2009; Babes 2010;
Matei, Magureanu 2014; Mdgureanu 2014; Matei 2020;
Popescu, Magureanu, Matei 2020), Tarcov (Trohani,
Andreescu 1992; Sirbu, Matei 2015; Matei 2016) si
Valea Lupului (Popovici Trohani 2010; Matei, Sirbu
2022), fie cu ocazia unor descoperiri intdmplatoare,
cum ar fi tezaurul de la Candesti (fig. 1), care reprezinta
si primul tezaur dacic din argint reperat in zona
Buzdului. El se compune din trei piese de podoaba si 19
denari romani republicani, ultimul fiind batut in anul
41 a. Chr. (Matei, Isvoranu 2022, 107-119).

surveys in the settlements of Carlomdnesti (Babes 1975;
Matei 2009; Babes 2010; Matei, Magureanu 2014;
Magureanu 2014; Matei 2020; Popescu, Mdgureanu, Matei
2020), Tarcov (Trohani, Andreescu 1992; Sirbu, Matei 2015;
Matei 2016) and Valea Lupului (Popovici Trohani 2010;
Matei, Sirbu 2022) or on the occasion of chance discoveries
such as the hoard of Candesti (fig. 1). The latter is also the
first Dacian silver hoard discovered in the Buzau area. It
consists of 3 pieces of jewellery and 19 Roman Republican
denarii, the last of which was minted in 41 BC (Matei,
Isvoranu 2022, 107-119).



Fig. 2. Bratari din argint. 1 - Candesti; 2 - Carlomanesti.
Fig. 2. Silver bracelets. 1 - Candesti; 2 - Carlomanesti.

Bratari (fig. 2/1, 2; 8)

in arealul analizat au fost descoperite doar doud
bratari, una spiralicd si cealalta simpld, cu capetele
petrecute si infasurate. Prima bratard a fost depistata
in anul 2012 in dava de la Carlomanesti (fig. 2/2; 8),
facand parte din umplutura unei gropi menajare
(sectiunea V2bS, complex 50, -0,80 adancime).

Brdtara este realizata dintr-o sarma circulara tn
sectiune, formatd din trei spire. Unul dintre capete

Dacian silver jewellery discovered in the Buzau Valley

Bracelets (fig. 2/1, 2; 8)

Only two bracelets were found in the area analysed, one
spiral and the other simple with the ends twisted and
overlapping. The first bracelet was discovered in 2012 in
the Carlomanesti dava (fig. 2/2; 8), being part of the fill of a
domestic pit (section V2bS, complex 50, -0.80 depth).

The bracelet is made of a wire of circular cross-section,
consisting of three turns. One of the ends is flattened and
decorated with a row of 9 punched dots and two other
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este aplatizat si decorat cu un sir de noua puncte
poansonate si alte doud mici adancituri semilunare,
dispuse 1n lateral, ce par a reda ochii unui animal
(sarpe). Are un diametru de 5,3 cm, o grosime de 2 mm
si o greutate de 13,42 g.

Morfologic, bratara de la Carlomdnesti isi gaseste
bune analogii in tezaurele dacice, unde se afla
numeroase bratdri spiralice, majoritatea masive,
avand terminatiile sub forma unor pldaci decorate.
Mai putin numeroase sunt bratdrile spiralice simple,
cu terminatiile rotunjite, lipsite de decor. Aceasta

din urma grupa este mai apropiatd ca dimensiuni de
piesa de la Carlomanesti. Totusi, potrivit autorilor care
s-au ocupat de tipologia brdtdrilor spiralice, exista si
0 a treia grupa tipologica, creatd doar pe baza a doua
exemplare descoperite in tezaurul de la Bucuresti-
Herestrdu. Astfel, desi bratara de la Carlomanesti este
unicat, ea se poate tncadra in tipul D5b la K. Horedt
(Horedt 1973, 140), tipul 5b la A. Rustoiu (Rustoiu
1996, 98) si tipul 2 la D. Spanu (Spanu 2012, 62-

63). Piesa cea mai apropiata stilistic o reprezinta
bratara micd din tezaurul de la Bucuresti-Herestrau
(Spanu 2012, 217, pl. 11/2). Alte doud piese foarte
asemandtoare fac parte dintr-un tezaur recuperat
recent si aflat in colectiile Muzeului National de Istorie
a Romaniei (Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 2021, 504-505)2.

Contextul stratigrafic si asocierea cu materialele
ceramice din groapa 50/V2bS asigura o datare a

2Tezaurul a fost recuperat in anul 2015 de la braconieri. El se compune
din 20 de piese, din care amintim patru fibule cu noduri, o centura cu placi
dreptunghiulare, un lant de centurd compus din verigi rasucite, o brdtara
simpld, doud brdtari spiralice cu capete de sarpe stilizat, doua falere
decorate, inele spiralice si pandantive.

small semilunar indentations arranged on the sides that
seem to depict the eyes of an animal (snake). It has a
diameter of 5.3 cm, a thickness of 2 mm and a weight of
1342 g.

Morphologically, the Carlomanesti bracelet finds good
analogies in Dacian treasures, where numerous spiral
bracelets are found, most of them massive, with ends in
the form of decorated plates. Less numerous are simple
spiral bracelets with rounded ends, without decoration.
The latter group is closer in size to the Carlomanesti piece.
However, according to the authors who have dealt with
the typology of spiral bracelets, there is also a third type
group created on the basis of only two specimens found

in the Bucharest-Herestrau hoard. Thus, although the
bracelet from Carlomadnesti is unique, it can be classified
as type D5b to K. Horedt (Horedt 1973, 140), type 5b to A.
Rustoiu (Rustoiu 1996, 98) and type 2 to D. Spanu (Spanu
2012, 62-63). The closest piece stylistically is the small
bracelet from the Bucharest-Herestrau (Spanu 2012, 217,
pl. 11/2) hoard. Two other very similar pieces are part of a
recently recovered hoard in the collections of the National
History Museum of Romania (Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 2021,
504-505)%

The stratigraphic context and the association with ceramic
materials from pit 50/V2bS ensure that the bracelet is
dated to the first half of the 1 century BC. This dating is
also supported by the relative chronology of the Dacian
silver hoards. Thus, A. Rustoiu placed the hoards where

2The hoard was recovered in 2015 from poachers. It consists of 20 pieces
including 4 knotted fibulae, a belt with rectangular plates, a belt chain made
of twisted links, a simple bracelet, two spiral bracelets with stylized snake
heads, two decorated phalerae, spiral rings and pendants.



bratdrii in prima jumatate a sec. I a. Chr. Aceasta
datare este sustinuta si de cronologia relativa a
tezaurelor de argint dacice. Astfel, A. Rustoiu Incadra
tezaurele unde s-au descoperit bratari spiralice simple,
asemanadtoare cu piesa de la Carlomdnesti, in prima
grupa cronologica LT D1 (150/125 - 75/50 a. Chr.)
(Rustoiu 2020, 18), in acord cu cronologia propusa de
K. Horedt in 1973 (Horedt 1973, 132; Horedt 1976,
130). O datare mai tarzie este propusa de D. Spanu
pentru bratdrile spiralice simple, respectiv in LT D2a
(75-25 a. Chr.) (Spanu 2019, 180-181).

A doua brdtarad a fost descoperitd in tezaurul de la
Candesti (fig. 2/1) (Matei, Isvoranu 2022, 107-108). Ea
are o forma usor ovald, rotunda in sectiune, grosimea
tijei variind intre 3-4 mm. Capetele sunt petrecute,
iar terminatiile sunt infasurate pe tijd de doua ori.

n zona diametrului maxim, britara a fost decorata
cu trei, respectiv patru spire infasurate in jurul tijei.
Brdtara are un diametru care variaza intre 7,5 si 6,8
cm si o greutate de 26,3 g.

Din punct de vedere tipologic, ea se incadreaza in tipul
D3a la K. Horedt (Horedt 1973, 140) si in tipul 2.5 la D.
Spanu (Spanu 2012, 60-61). Piese aproximativ similare
sunt prezente in tezaurele de la Cerbal (Spanu 2012,
219, pl. 26/3), Sdlistea (Spanu 2012, 240, pl. 109/2-

5), Senereus (Spanu 2012, 241-242, pl. 130/2-4) si
Simleul Silvaniei (Spanu 2012, 246-247, pl. 149/4-5).

Din punct de vedere cronologic, bratara de la Candesti
se dateazad In epoca augustand, respectiv in ultimul
sfert al sec. I a. Chr. - primul deceniu al sec. I p. Chr.
(Matei, Isvoranu 2022, 115).

Dacian silver jewellery discovered in the Buzau Valley

simple spiral bracelets similar to the Carlomanesti

piece were found in the first chronological group LT D1
(150/125 - 75/50 BC) (Rustoiu 2020, 18) in accordance
with the chronology proposed by K. Horedt in 1973 (Horedt
1973, 132; Horedt 1976, 130). A later dating is proposed by
D. Spanu for the simple spiral bracelets, i.e. in LT D2a (75-
25 BC) (Spanu 2019, 180-181).

The second bracelet was discovered in the hoard of
Candesti (fig. 2/1) (Matei, Isvoranu 2022, 107-108). It is
slightly oval in shape, round in section, with the thickness
of the shank varying between 3 to 4 mm. The ends are
overlapped and wrapped around the shank twice. In the
area of the maximum diameter, the bracelet was decorated
with three, respectively four coils wrapped around the
shank. The bracelet has a diameter ranging from 7.5 to 6.8
cm and a weight of 26.3 g.

From a typological point of view, it falls into the type D3a
to K. Horedt (Horedt 1973, 140) and type 2.5 to D. Spanu
(Spanu 2012, 60-61). Roughly similar pieces are present
in the Cerbal (Spanu 2012, 219, pl. 26/3), Salistea (Spanu
2012, 240, pl. 109/2-5), Senereus (Spanu 2012, 241-242,
pl. 130/2-4) and Simleul Silvaniei (Spanu 2012, 246-247,
pl. 149/4-5) hoards.

From a chronological point of view, the bracelet of Candesti
dates back to the Augustan age, respectively to the last
quarter of the 1t century BC - first decade of the 1%
century AD (Matei, Isvoranu 2022, 115).
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Fig. 3. Fibule din argint. 1 - Candesti; 2 - Carlomdnesti.
Fig. 3. Silver fibula. 1- Candesti; 2 - Carlomanesti.

Fibule (fig. 3/1, 2)

In arealul analizat au fost descoperite doar doua
fibule: prima - la Carlomanesti si a doua - in tezaurul
de la Candesti.

Fibula-lingurita de la Carlomdnesti (fig. 3/2) a fost
identificata in cursul cercetdrilor din anul 1979 in
sectiunea V3dN, in strat, la adancimea de -0,25 m,
foarte aproape de marginea de vest a platoului. Din
fibula se pastreazd doar corpul propriu-zis, realizat din
argint, resortul cu acul facut, probabil, din bronz si
sudat de corpul fibulei, lipseste. Fibula are aspectul unei
lingurite, arcul avand capul latit sub forma unei calote
care masca resortul, iar restul corpului fiind de forma

Fibulae (fig. 3/1, 2)

Only two fibulae were found in the area analysed, the first
at Carlomanesti and the second in the hoard of Candesti.

The Carlomanesti spoon-fibula (fig. 3/2) was discovered
during the 1979 research in section V3dN, in the stratum,
at a depth of -0.25 m, very close to the western edge of
the plateau. Only the actual silver body of the fibula is
preserved, the spring with the needle probably made of
bronze and soldered to the body of the fibula is missing.
The fibula has the appearance of a spoon, the bow having
a broadened head in the form of a cap masking the spring,
and the rest of the body of lamellar shape. The fastener

is full, partially broken in the area of the pin attachment.



lamelarad. Portagrafa este pling, rupta partial in zona

de prindere a acului. Arcul este decorat cu o nervurd in
relief poansonatd cu puncte dispuse simetric, creand un
ornament pseudo-filigranat. Lungimea fibulei este de
8,1 cm si are o greutate de 5,26 g.

Piesa a intrat, pentru prima datd, in circuitul stiintific
tn anul 2009, cu ocazia publicdrii unui catalog

de expozitie (Matei 2009, 100), ulterior ea fiind
mentionatd in mai multe publicatii (Babes 2010, 143;
Spanu 2012, 218, fig. 6/8; Matei, Magureanu 2013,
380; Spanu 2021, 113-128).

Din punct de vedere tipologic, piesa se tncadreaza in
tipul 16c¢ la A. Rustoiu (Rustoiu 1997, 48-50), 50a la

V. Zirra (Zirra 2017, 82-86) si 2.2.a la D. Spanu (Spanu
2012, 48-49). In Dacia preromani au fost descoperite
cinci piese similare, respectiv la Racatau (doud, din care
una de bronz) (Rustoiu 1997, 208, fig. 10-11), Poiana-
Movila Hartop (doud) (Spanu 2012, 235, pl. 97/1-2) si
Capalna (Glodariu, Moga 2006, 125, fig. 96/4).

In ceea ce priveste incadrarea cronologica a acestui
tip de fibulg, D. Spanu, intr-o publicatie recents,
discutd pe larg cronologia fibulelor-lingurita cu decor
pseudo-filigranat, propunand o datare in sec. I p. Chr.,,
n special pe baza asocierii cu piesele descoperite la
Poiana (Spanu 2021, 113-128). Tot pentru o datare in
secolul I p. Chr. inclind si A. Rustoiu intr-o contributie
recentd, unde rediscuta cronologia fibulelor-linguritd
(Rustoiu 2019, 215-232).

A doua piesa este reprezentata de o fibuld de schema
Laténe tarzie, descoperitd la Candesti (fig. 3/1) (Matei,

Dacian silver jewellery discovered in the Buzau Valley

The bow is decorated with a raised rib punched with
symmetrically arranged dots creating a pseudo-filigree
ornament. The length of the fibula is 8.1 cm and it weighs
5.26g.

The piece first came into scientific circulation in 2009
with the publication of an exhibition catalogue (Matei
2009, 100) and was subsequently mentioned in several
publications (Babes 2010, 143; Spanu 2012, 218, fig. 6/8;
Matei, Magureanu 2013, 380; Spanu 2021, 113-128).

From a typological point of view, the piece falls into type
16c to A. Rustoiu (Rustoiu 1997, 48-50), 50a to V. Zirra
(Zirra 2017, 82-86) and 2.2.a to D. Spanu (Spanu 2012,
48-49). 5 similar pieces were discovered in pre-Roman
Dacia, respectively at Racdtau (two of which one of bronze)
(Rustoiu 1997, 208, fig. 10-11), Poiana-Movila Hdrtop (two)
(Spanu 2012, 235, pl. 97/1-2) and Cdpalna (Glodariu, Moga
2006, 125, fig. 96/4).

As regards the chronological classification of this type of
fibula D. Spanu in a recent publication discusses at length
the chronology of spoon-shaped fibulae with pseudo-
filigree decoration, proposing a dating in the 1t century
AD, especially on the basis of the association with the
pieces found at Poiana (Spanu 2021, 113-128). In a recent
contribution, A. Rustoiu also favours a dating in the 1%
century AD, where he discusses the chronology of the
spoon-shaped fibulae (Rustoiu 2019, 215-232).

The second piece is a Late La Téne scheme fibula
discovered at Candesti (fig. 3/1) (Matei, Isvoranu 2022,
108). The bow shank is thicker, oval in section towards
the spring and thinner towards the fastener. The bow is
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Isvoranu 2022, 108). Tija arcului este mai groasa,
ovala Tn sectiune spre resort si mai subtire spre
portagrafd. Arcul este decorat cu incizii. Portagrafa
este In forma de cadru, decorata cu doua linii in
zig-zag, paralele. Resortul este compus din 19 spire
(10+9), cu coarda infasurata in jurul arcului. Fibula are
lungimea de 3,3 cm si o greutate de 2,56 g.

Tipologic, fibula poate fi incadratd in tipul 10a (fibuld
cu resort bilateral mare si coarda infdsuratd de arc),
stabilit de A. Rustoiu (Rustoiu 1997, 42-44), si tipul
2.1.1 (fibule cu arcul cu aspect de tijd), stabilit de D.
Spanu (Spanu 2012, 45-46).

Cea mai apropiata analogie o reprezinta fibula din
tezaurul de la Remetea Mare (Rustoiu 1997, 43,

fig. 39/14). Alte piese din argint asemanadtoare au fost
identificate la Medias si in asezarile de la Piatra Craivii
(Moga 1979, 513-514, pl. 1/1) si Poiana (Spanu 2012,
235, pl. 96/6). Acest tip de fibuld, de dimensiuni mai
mici, Tsi are bune analogii si in exemplarele din bronz
si fier descoperite in Dacia Preromand (Rustoiu 1997,
42-44, fig. 39-40).

in ceea ce priveste datarea fibulei de la Candesti, ea
se Incadreaza in epoca augustand, respectiv in ultimul
sfert al sec. I a. Chr. - primul deceniu al sec. [ p. Chr.
(Matei, Isvoranu 2022, 115).

Inele (fig. 4/1, 2)

Tn spatiul analizat au fost depistate doud inele din
argint. Prima piesa a fost identificatd in dava de

decorated with incisions. The fastener is frame-shaped,
decorated with two parallel zigzag lines. The spring consists
of 19 turns (10+9), with the string wound around the bow.
The fibula is 3.3 cm long and weighs 2.56 g.

Typologically, the fibula can be classified as type 10a (fibula
with large bilateral spring and string wrapped around the bow)
by A. Rustoiu (Rustoiu 1997, 42-44) and type 2.1.1 (fibula
with shank-like bow) by D. Spanu (Spanu 2012, 45-46).

The closest analogy is the fibula from the Remetea Mare
(Rustoiu 1997, 43, fig. 39/14) hoard. Other similar silver
pieces have been found at Medias and in the settlements
of Piatra Craivii (Moga 1979, 513-514, pl. 1/1) and Poiana
(Spanu 2012, 235, pl. 96/6). This type of smaller fibula also
has good analogies in bronze and iron specimens found in
Pre-Roman Dacia (Rustoiu 1997, 42-44, fig. 39-40).

As regards the dating of the Candesti fibula, it is dated
to the Augustan period, i.e. to the last quarter of the 1¢
century BC - first decade of the 1% century AD (Matei,
Isvoranu 2022, 115).

Rings (fig. 4/1,2)

Two silver rings were found in the examined area. The first
piece was discovered in the Carlomanesti dava in 2012, in
section V1bN, complex 30 (pit).

The ring is in the form of a wide, circular band with slightly
overlapping ends. The decoration consists of two incised
lines placed on the edge. The ring is 20 mm in diameter,

7 mm wide, T mm thick and weighs 3.59 g (fig. 4/2).
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Fig. 4. Inele si cercel din argint. 1 - Candesti; 2 - Carlomanesti; 3 - Valea Lupului.
Fig. 4. Silver rings and earring. 1 - Candesti; 2 - Carlomanesti; 3 - Valea Lupului.

la Carlomanesti in anul 2012, in sectiunea V1bN,
complexul 30 (groapad).

Inelul se prezinta sub forma unei benzi late, circulare,
cu capetele usor suprapuse. Decorul consta din doud
linii incizate, plasate pe margine. Inelul are diametrul
de 20 mm, latimea de 7 mm, grosimea de 1 mm si o
greutate de 3,59 g (fig. 4/2).

Acest tip de inel este rar Intalnit in tezaurele si
asezdrile din Dacia Preromana. O piesd aproape
similard se afld in tezaurul de la Vedea (Spanu

2012, 249, pl. 160/3), iar inele asemanadtoare au fost
descoperite si in asezdrile de la Capalna (Glodariu,
Moga 2006, 124, fig. 94/7), Pietroasa Mica-Gruiu Ddrii

This type of ring is rarely found in pre-Roman Dacian
hoards and settlements. An almost similar piece is found
in the hoard of Vedea (Spanu 2012, 249, pl. 160/3) and
similar rings have also been discovered in the settlements
of Capalna (Glodariu, Moga 2006, 124, fig. 94/7) Pietroasa
Mica-Gruiu Ddrii (Dupoi, Sirbu 2001, 39, fig. 61/2-3)* and
Popesti (Spanu 2012, 237, pl. 99/14).

Typologically, the ring from Carlomdnesti falls into type E1
to K. Horedt (Horedt 1973, 141-142) and in type 2 to Spanu

3 Although the mentioned authors classify them as rings, D. Spanu includes
these two pieces in the category of earrings, type 1.4. see Spanu 2012, 52.
In our opinion these two pieces cannot be earrings because they are much
too thick to be used for this purpose.
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(Dupoi, Sirbu 2001, 39, fig. 61/2-3)* si Popesti (Spanu
2012, 237, pl. 99/14).

Tipologic, inelul de la Carlomanesti se incadreaza

n tipul E1 la K. Horedt (Horedt 1973, 141-142) si in
tipul 2 la Spanu (Spanu 2012, 61). Pe baza contextului
de descoperire, piesa noastra se dateazad in prima
jumatate a sec. I a. Chr.

Cea de-a doua piesd o reprezintd un inel spiralic,
remarcat n cadrul tezaurului de la Candesti (fig. 4/1).
Inelul este realizat din sarma cu sectiune circulard,
care formeazd, de reguld, 4-5 spire cu capetele
aplatizate, din piesa noastra pastrandu-se doar o
singura spird, respectiv una din placile terminale
decorata cu patru palmete stantate. Inelul are un
diametru de 1,9 cm si o greutate de 1,25 g. Piesa
apartine tipului 3, definit de D. Spanu, tip care
reprezintd o replica in miniatura a bratarilor spiralice
cu placi terminale (Spanu 2012, 66).

Cele mai apropiate analogii se afld in tezaurele de la
Madgura (Mirea 2009, 99-103, pl. 2/4-8) si Remetea
Mare (Spanu 2012, 238-239, pl. 100/10), trei piese
fragmentare similare au fost descoperite in inventarul
tumulului de la Poiana-Movila Hartop (Spanu 2012a,
170, Abb. 6/9-11), iar alte doud piese au fost reperate
n asezarile de la Popesti (Vulpe 1959, 319, fig. 14/3) si
Sprancenata (Preda 1986, 98, pl. LII/11).

%Desi autorii mentionati le incadreaza la inele, D. Spanu include aceste
doua piese in categoria cerceilor, tip. 1.4., vezi Spanu 2012, 52. in opinia
noastrd, aceste doud piese nu pot fi cercei, deoarece sunt mult prea groase
pentru a fi utilizate in acest scop.

(Spanu 2012, 61). Based on the context of the discovery,
this piece is dated to the first half of the 1t century BC.

The second piece is a spiral ring discovered in the Candesti
hoard (fig. 4/1). The ring is made of wire of circular cross-
section that usually forms 4 to 5 loops with flattened ends,
but only one of the loops remained, namely one of the end
plates decorated with 4 stamped palmettes. The ring has
a diameter of 1.9 cm and a weight of 1.25 g. The piece
belongs to type 3 defined by D. Spanu, a type which is a
miniature replica of spiral bracelets with end plates (Spanu
2012, 66).

The closest analogies are found in the hoards of Magura
(Mirea 2009, 99-103, pl. 2/4-8) and Remetea Mare (Spanu
2012, 238-239, pl. 100/10), three similar fragmentary
pieces were discovered in the inventory of the Poiana-
Movila Hartop (Spanu 2012a, 170, Abb. 6/9-11) tumulus,
and two other pieces were discovered in the settlements of
Popesti (Vulpe 1959, 319, fig. 14/3) and Sprancenata (Preda
1986, 98, pl. LII/11).

Earrings (fig. 4/3)

The only silver earring was discovered during the
archaeological research carried out at the site of Valea
Lupului in 2020. The piece was found on Terrace 1, in
section S7, at an elevation of -0.40 m (Matei, Sirbu 2022,
142-143).

The earring has a circular shape in plan and section and is
made of a single piece of metal. At one end it features a
conical protrusion decorated with radially arranged incised



Cercei (fig. 4/3)

Singurul cercel de argint a fost descoperit in cursul
cercetarilor arheologice, efectuate in situl de la Valea
Lupului tn anul 2020. Piesa a fost gasita pe Terasa 1,
n sectiunea S7, in strat, la cota de -0,40 m (Matei,
Sirbu 2022, 142-143).

Cercelul este circular in plan si sectiune, fiind realizat
dintr-o singura bucatd de metal. La unul dintre capete
prezinta o proeminentd conicd, decorata cu linii
incizate, dispuse radial. Celalalt capdt este ascutit. Piesa
are diametrul de 26 mm si o greutate de 2,36 g. In
momentul depistarii, cercelul avea introdusa pe corp o
margica cilindrica din chihlimbar. Pe baza descoperirilor
cunoscute, cercelul de la Valea Lupului este al doilea
decorat si primul asociat cu o margica din chihlimbar.

Prima tipologie a acestor piese apartine lui K. Horedt,
care le includea in categoria inelelor, tipul E5a
(Horedt 1973, 141-142). in 1996, A. Rustoiu propune

o noua tipologie distincta a cerceilor, cu trei variante
(Rustoiu 1996, 102-103). Piesa de la Valea Lupului se
ncadreaza in tipul 1 - cercei cu butoni conici. In anul
2012, D. Spanu Intocmeste o noud tipologie a cerceilor,
cu nu mai putin de cinci tipuri, piesa noastrd putand fi
Tncadratd in tipul 1.1 (Spanu 2012, 52)

In ceea ce priveste raspandirea, in Dacia preromana
se cunosc numeroase exemplare atat din argint,
cdt si din bronz, in proportii aproximativ similare.

4 Asa cum precizam mai sus, tipul 1.4, propus de Spanu, se bazeaza
doar pe doua piese descoperite la Pietroasa Mica-Gruiu Ddrii, piese care
reprezintd, de fapt, inele, si nu cercei.

Dacian silver jewellery discovered in the Buzau Valley

lines. The other end is pointed. The piece is 26 mm in
diameter and weighs 2.36 g. At the time of its discovery,
the earring had a cylindrical amber bead inserted in its
body. According to known finds, the earring from Valea
Lupului is the second decorated earring and the first one
associated with an amber bead.

The first typology of these pieces belongs to K. Horedt who
included them in the category of rings, type E5a (Horedt
1973, 141-142). In 1996, A. Rustoiu proposed a new
distinct typology of earrings with three variants (Rustoiu
1996, 102-103). The piece from Valea Lupului falls into
type 1 - earrings with conical studs. In 2012, D. Spanu
develops a new typology of earrings with 5 types, our piece
can be classified in type 1.1 (Spanu 2012, 52)*.

In terms of distribution, numerous specimens of both

silver and bronze are known in pre-Roman Dacia, in

roughly similar proportions. Earrings with conical studs
appear in the large settlements on the Siret - Poiana,
Rdcatau and Brad, but also in the settlements of Meresti,
Sighisoara, Simleul Silvaniei, Ocnita (Rustoiu 1996, 103,
with references) and Popesti, where it is the only decorated
piece (Spanu 2012, 236, pl. 99/7). Sets of two and three
pieces appear in the hoards of Bdldnesti, Rovinari and
Cliganu de Jos (Spanu 2012, 52, with references).

As regards the dating of the earrings with conical studs,
Rustoiu proposes a wider dating starting from the
second half of the 1<t century BC - 1<t century AD (Rustoiu
1996, 103).

4As mentioned above, the type 1.4 proposed by Spanu is based only on two
pieces discovered at Pietroasa Mica-Gruiu Ddrii, pieces that are actually
rings and not earrings.
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Cerceii cu butoni conici apar tTn marile asezari de pe
Siret - Poiana, Racatau si Brad, dar si In asezdrile de la
Meresti, Sighisoara, Simleul Silvaniei, Ocnita (Rustoiu
1996, 103, cu bibliografia) si Popesti, unde exista
singura piesa decoratd (Spanu 2012, 236, pl. 99/7).
Seturi de doud, respectiv trei exemplare, apar si in
tezaurele de la Balanesti, Rovinari si Gliganu de Jos
(Spanu 2012, 52 cu bibliografia).

in ceea ce priveste datarea cerceilor cu butoni conici,
A. Rustoiu propune una mai largd, incepand cu a doua
jum. a sec. I a. Chr. - sec. I p. Chr. (Rustoiu 1996, 103).

Coliere si centuri. Elemente componente:
pandantive-cui, verigi, garnituri i mansoane
(fig. 5-8)

in dava de la Carlomanesti au fost descoperite doui
pandantive-cui. Primul - in campania din 1972,

sectiunea E2dS, la cota de -0,80 m, iar al doilea - In
1979, In sectiunea E3bN, la cota de -0,45m. Ambele
piese au fost gasite in stratul de cultura (fig. 5/1, 2).

Pandantivele au fost realizate dintr-o bara circulara in
sectiune, avand un capat usor subtiat si rotunjit, iar
celdlalt - subtiat si puternic alungit, indoit sub forma
unei ,urechi” spiralice, cu capdtul infasurat pe corpul
piesei. Sistemul de prindere astfel creat era utilizat

la agitarea pe lanturi-coliere din argint. In ceea ce
priveste dimensiunile, prima piesa are o lungime de 5,2
cm si o greutate de 19,5 g, In timp ce a doua piesa, care
are sistemul de prindere rupt, are lungime de 4,9 cm si
o greutatede 19 g.

Necklaces and belts. Components: pin-pendants,
links, garnishs and collars (fig. 5-8)

In the Carlomanesti dava two pin-pendants were
discovered. The first one was found in the 1972 campaign,
section E2dS, at an elevation of -0.80 m, and the second
one in 1979 in section E3bN, at an elevation of -0.45 m.
Both pieces were discovered in the culture layer (fig. 5/1-2).

The pendants were made of a bar circular in section with
one end slightly thinned and rounded and the other thinned
and strongly elongated, bent in the form of a spiral “ear”
with the end wrapped around the body of the piece. The
fastening system thus created was used when hanging

on silver necklace-chain. In terms of dimensions, the first
piece is 5.2 cm long and weighs 19.5 g, while the second
piece, which has a broken fastener, is 4.9 cm long and
weighs 19 g.

Typologically, K. Horedt classified pin pendants in type F1a
(Horedt 1973, 141-142), Rustoiu in type 2 (Rustoiu 1996,
122-123) and Spanu in type 1, Rustoiu in type 2, and Spanu
in type 1, which he called wand pendants (Spanu 2012, 68-
69). Most of the pin pendants have been found in hoards
(Horedt 1973, 149; Rustoiu 1996, 123; Spanu 2012, 69),
but they also occur less frequently in davas such as Poiana
or Popesti (Spanu 1969, 69).

From a chronological point of view, this type of piece dates
mainly to the first half of the 15t century BC. They are less
common in the second half of the 1<t century BC (Rustoiu
1996, 123).



Tipologic, K. Horedt Tncadra pandantivele-cui in tipul
Fla (Horedt 1973, 141-142), Rustoiu - in tipul 2
(Rustoiu 1996, 122-123), iar Spanu - in tipul 1, pe care
le numea pandantive-bagheta (Spanu 2012, 68-69).
Majoritatea pandantivelor-cui au fost descoperite in
cadrul unor tezaure (Horedt 1973, 149; Rustoiu 1996,
123; Spanu 2012, 69), dar ele apar mai rar si in dave,
cum ar fi la Poiana sau Popesti (Spanu 1969, 69).

Din punct de vedere cronologic, acest tip de piese se
dateazd, cu precadere, in prima jumadtate a sec. I a.
Chr,, ele fiind intalnite mai rar si in a doua jumatate a
sec. I a. Chr. (Rustoiu 1996, 123).

Ultimele trei piese din argint provin de la Tarcov. Prima
piesa reprezinta o verigd, a doua - o garniturd, iar a
treia piesa, cel mai probabil, un manson.

Veriga este una de mici dimensiuni, de tipul cu
capetele petrecute si infdasurate (E2a la Horedt, tipul 3
la Rustoiu si tipul 2.a. la Spanu) (Horedt 1973, 141-
142; Rustoiu 1996, 107-108; Spanu 2012, 70-71). A
fost descoperita tn anul 2021, in sectiunea S26, intr-o
groapd, la adancimea de -0,80 m. Are diametrul de
18,5 mm si o greutate de 1,11 g (fig. 6/3).

Acest tip de verigd, confectionata din argint sau bronz,
cunoaste o larga raspandire in Dacia Preromand,

fiind descoperite atdt in asezari, cat si in tezaure.
Functional, acestea erau utilizate la inchiderea unor
lanturi-coliere, fiind fixate uneori si pandantive-cui.

in alte cazuri, au facut parte din centuri sau au fost
atarnate pandantive-toporas, pandantive din bara
profilatd sau siraguri de margele (vezi Spanu 2012,

Dacian silver jewellery discovered in the Buzau Valley

Fig. 5. Pandantive-cui din argint. 1, 2 - Carlomadnesti.
Fig. 5. Silver pin-pendants. 1, 2 - Carlomanesti.

The last three silver pieces were found at Tarcov. The first
piece is a link, the second a garnish, and the third piece
most likely a collar.

The link is a small one, of the type with the wrapped
overlapping ends (E2a to Horedt, type 3 to Rustoiu and
type 2.a. to Spanu) (Horedt 1973, 141-142; Rustoiu 1996,
107-108; Spanu 2012, 70-71). It was discovered in 2021
in a pit of section S26, at a depth of -0.80 m. It has a
diameter of 18.5 mm and a weight of 1.11 g.

This type of link made of silver or bronze was widely used
in Pre-Roman Dacia and was found both in settlements and
in hoards. Functionally they were used to close necklaces
and chains and sometimes pin-pendants were attached.

In other cases, they were part of belts or were hung as
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Fig. 6. Piese din argint descoperite la Tarcov. 1 - Manson; 2 - garniturd; 3 - veriga.

Fig. 6. Silver pieces discovered at Tarcov. 1 - Collar; 2 - garnish; 3 - link.

70-71, cu bibliografia, si Rustoiu 1996, 107-108, cu
bibliografia).

Cronologic, aceste piese se intalnesc cu precadere in sec.
I a. Chr, dar apar si in contexte de sec. [ p. Chr. Piesa
descoperita la Tarcov poate fi datatd, pe baza contextului
stratigrafic, in a doua jumatate a sec. I p. Chr.

A doua piesa din argint reprezinta o garnitura
realizata din tabld subtire (fig. 6/2). A fost depistata

n cursul cercetdrilor arheologice din anul 2019,
sectiunea S27, carou 1, la cota de -0,35 m. Are o forma
rectangulard, cu capetele ingustate si pliate. Fixarea
s-a fdcut cu ajutorul unor nituri, care, la o observatie
mai atentd, nu au fost batute, ci usor tndoite. Piesa a
fost decupatd/rupta partial din vechime. Dimensiunile

axe-pendants, pendants made of profiled bars or strings of
beads (see Spanu 2012, 70-71, with references and Rustoiu
1996, 107-108, with references).

Chronologically, these pieces are found mainly in the 1
century BC, but they also appear in contexts of the 1
century AD. The piece found at Tarcov can be dated on the
basis of the stratigraphic context to the second half of the
1+t century AD.

The second silver piece is most probably a thin sheet-
metal garnish. It was discovered during archaeological
investigations in 2019, section S27, square 1, at an
elevation of -0.35 m. It has a rectangular shape with
narrowed and folded ends. It was fastened by means of
rivets that on closer observation were not hammered, but



ei sunt de 52x18,5 mm si are o greutate de 1,87 g.

Cel mai probabil, piesa a fost utilizatd ca element
component al unei centuri, posibil, Tn asociere cu
verigi sau pandantive, dar nu excludem si alte utilizari
n asociere cu piele sau alte materiale textile.

D. Spanu, analizand modalitdtile de prindere a
elementelor componente ale centurilor, identifica
patru tipuri (Spanu 2012, 71-73). Piesa noastra s-ar
putea incadra in tipul 2 - centuri cu pldci rectangulare
si verigi. Aceastd modalitate de prindere a fost definita
si de A. Rustoiu in tipul 6 - centuri de tip Fantanele-
Tilisca (Rustoiu 1996, 114). in cazul centurilor de acest
tip, prinderea se facea prin tndoire, si nu prin nituire.

Din punct de vedere cronologic, piesa noastra se
dateaza in secolul I p. Chr., poate, chiar in a doua
jumdtate a acestui secol, spre deosebire de piesele
oarecum similare de la Fantanele si Tilisca, ce se
dateazd in sec. I a. Chr.

Ultima piesa o reprezintd, cel mai probabil, un manson
sau tub din argint, descoperit tn anul 2019, in cursul
sapdturilor sistematice de la Tarcov-Piatra cu lilieci,
sectiunea S27, carou 4, adancimea - 0,35 m (fig. 6/1; 7).

Piesa avea, initial, o forma cilindricd, acum indoitd si
aplatizata. Este realizata dintr-o tabla de argint, peste
care a fost fixat un decor in tehnica filigranului si a
granulatiei. Decorul consta din sapte randuri a cate
trei pastile sferice, fixate pe un suport circular realizat
dintr-o sarma foarte subtire, sudatd pe corpul piesei.
Dimensiunile sunt de 15,7x9,3 mm, iar greutatea —

de 1,04 g.

Dacian silver jewellery discovered in the Buzau Valley

most likely bent. The piece has been partially cut/broken off
from ancient times. The dimensions are 52.0x18.5 mm and
it weighs 1.87 grams. The piece was most likely used as a
component element of belts, possibly in association with
links or pendants, however other uses in association with
leather or other textiles are not excluded.

Analysing the fastening the components of the belts, D.
Spanu identifies four types (Spanu 2012, 71-73). This piece
could be classified in type 2 - belts with rectangular plates
and links. This type of fastening was also defined by A.
Rustoiu in type 6 - Fantanele-Tilisca (Rustoiu 1996, 114)
type belts. In the case of belts of this type the fastening
was done by bending not by riveting.

From a chronological point of view, this piece dates back to
the 1%t century AD, perhaps even to the second half of that
century, unlike the somewhat similar pieces from Fantanele
and Tilisca which date back to the 1% century BC.

The last piece is most probably a silver collar or tube
discovered in 2019 during the systematic excavations
at Tarcov-Piatra cu lilieci, section S27, square 4, depth -
0,35 m.

The piece originally had a cylindrical shape, now bent and
flattened. It is made of silver sheet over which a decoration
has been fixed in the filigree and granulation technique. The
decoration consists of 7 rows of 3 spherical lozenges each
fixed on a circular support made of very thin wire, soldered
to the body of the piece. The dimensions are 15.7x9.3 mm
and the weight 1.04 g.
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Fig. 7. Tarcov. Manson argint.
Fig. 7. Tarcov. Silver collar.

Redarea decorului este destul de stangace, sudarea
firelor de argint si a unor granule sferice fiind facuta
prin aplicarea unei forte mai mari, lucru care a dus la
aplatizarea si bombarea firelor si granulelor, in unele
cazuri ficand corp comun. in unele locuri, bobita
sfericd nu se pastreazad, ea fiind, cel mai probabil,
desprinsd, din cauza unei suddri precare.

Ornamentarea in aceastd tehnica a unor podoabe

de argint in Dacia preromanad este cvasiabsenta.
Singura descoperire de pand acum a fost facuta

la Vedea, jud. Teleorman. Este vorba despre doua
mansoane tubulare, fixate la capetele unui lant.
Decorul consta dintr-o linie meandricd, ce avea sudate
granule sferice in zonele unde aceasta se curba.
Avand in vedere complexitatea realizdrii lantului si a
decorului, D. Spanu este de pdrere ca piesa de la Vedea
reprezenta, cel mai probabil, un import sau, in cel mai

The rendering of the decoration is rather clumsy, the silver
wires and some of the spherical granules being soldered by
application of greater force, which resulted in the flattening
and bulging of the wires and granules, in some cases making
them one piece. In some places the spherical bead is not
preserved and is most likely detached due to poor soldering.

Ornamentation of silver jewellery using this technique in
pre-Roman Dacia is almost absent. The only discovery so
far was made at Vedea, Teleorman county. It consists of
two tubular collars attached to the ends of a chain. The
decoration consisted of a meandering line with round
granules soldered in the areas where it curved. Given the
complexity of making the chain and decoration, D. Spanu is
of the opinion that the Vedea piece was most probably an
import or at best the creation of a craftsman familiar with
the techniques of filigree and granulation from the Roman
world (Spanu 2012, 98).

If in the case of the Vedea ornament the local attribution is
debatable, for the piece of Tarcov we are very doubtful that
it could represent an import, given the very clumsy making
of the decoration.

On the basis of the archaeological context in which

it was found, the collar is dated to the second half of

the 1<t century AD, therefore shortly before the Roman
conquest. After the Roman conquest, pieces decorated in
the filigree and granulation technique became numerous in
the Carpathian environment, being found also in the Buzau
Valley (Tzony 1978, 147-161).

As Gh. Bichir showed, Carpathian jewellery made in this
technique constitute a unitary and specific group for this



bun caz, creatia unui mester familiarizat cu tehnicile
filigranului si granulatiei din lumea romana (Spanu
2012, 98).

Dacad in cazul podoabei de la Vedea, atribuirea locala
este discutabild, pentru piesa de la Tarcov avem mari
rezerve cd ea ar putea reprezenta un import, dat fiind
confectionarea foarte stangace a decorului.

Pe baza contextului arheologic in care a fost
descoperit, mansonul se dateazad in a doua jumadtate a
sec. [ p. Chr,, asadar cu putin timp Tnainte de cucerirea
romand. Dupa cucerirea romana, piesele decorate in
tehnica filigranului si a granulatiei devin numeroase
Tn mediul carpic, fiind descoperite inclusiv pe Valea
Buzaului (Tzony 1978, 147-161).

Asa cum a ardtat Gh. Bichir, podoabele carpice,
realizate Tn aceastd tehnicd, reprezinta un grup
unitar si specific pentru aceastd populatie, produsele
fiind realizate de mesteri locali (Bichir 1973, 112-
119). Avand in vedere aceste date, nu sunt excluse
Tncercdrile timide ale mesterilor argintari daci de a
utiliza tehnica filigranului si a granulatiei nainte
de cucerirea romand, cu o fazd pseudo-filigranatd,
observata pe decorul unor fibule de argint de tip
linguritd sau pe unele colane. In acest context
premergator cuceririi romane s-ar putea inscrie si
realizarea piesei de la Tarcov.

Demersul nostru de a aduna toate descoperirile de
podoabe din argint de pe valea Buzaului nu se poate
Tncheia, fard a semnala si o serie de tezaure monetare,
identificate recent si datate in a In sec. I a. Chr. Aldturi

Dacian silver jewellery discovered in the Buzau Valley

Fig. 8. Carlomanesti. Bratara argint.
Fig. 8. Carlomdnesti. Silver bracelet.

population, the products being made by local craftsmen
(Bichir 1973, 112-119). In view of these data, timid
attempts by Dacian silversmiths to use the filigree and
granulation technique before the Roman conquest are

not excluded, with a pseudo-filigree phase noted on the
decoration of some silver spoon-type fibulae or on some
necklaces. The production of the Tarcov piece could also be
seen in this context prior to the Roman conquest.

Our attempt to collect all the silver jewellery found in the
Buzdu valley cannot be completed without mentioning a
series of recently discovered monetary hoards dated to
the 1%t century BC. Along with the hoard of Candesti, which
is the first hoard in the Buzau area to have Roman coins
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de tezaurul de la Candesti, care reprezintd primul
tezaur din zona Buzaului, unde apar asociate monede
romane (Matei, Isvoranu 2022, 107-119) si podoabe,
mai amintim alte cinci tezaure monetare.

Primul dintre acestea a fost descoperit in 2018 la
Parscov. Tezaurul este compus din 63 de denari romani
si se Tncheie cu 0 moneda din anul 19 a. Chr. (Isvoranu,
Matei 2022, 113-129). Al doilea tezaur a fost gasit

in anul 2020 si este alcatuit dintr-un lot de noud
monede, emise de orasul grecesc Dyrrhachium. Acest
tezaur reprezintd prima atestare n zona Buzaului a
tipului monetar respectiv, el fiind tngropat aproximativ
dupa anul 85 a. Chr. (Matei, Isvoranu 2022a, 123-131).
Celelalte trei tezaure au fost identificate tn anul 2022:
doua tezaure (dintre care unul - cu denari romani si
celdlalt - cu monede din Dyrrhachium) - la Sasenii

pe Vale, com. Vernesti, nu departe de dava de la
Carlomanesti, si al treilea - la Chiojdu, pe Valea Bascei,
un important afluent al Buzdului®.

Avand in vedere faptul ca cercetarile arheologice
sistematice n siturile de la Carlomanesti, Tarcov si
Valea Lupului vor continua, nu excludem in viitor
completarea panopliei cu noi podoabe de argint, asa
cum nu excludem descoperirea de noi tezaure pe valea
Buzaului.

°Tezaurele sunt in curs de cercetare la Muzeul Judetean Buzau si vor fi
publicate In curand.

(Matei, Isvoranu 2022, 107-119) and jewellery associated
with it, 5 other monetary hoards should be mentioned.

The first of these was discovered in 2018 at Parscov. The
hoard consists of 63 Roman denarii and ends with a coin from
19 BC (Isvoranu, Matei 2022, 113-129). The second hoard
was discovered in 2020 and is represented by a lot of 9 coins
issued by the Greek city of Dyrrhachium. This hoard represents
the first evidence of this type of coinage in the Buzau area,
which was buried sometime after 85 BC (Matei, Isvoranu
2022a, 123-131). The other 3 hoards were discovered in 2022
at Sdsenii pe Vale, commune of Vernesti (2 hoards, one with
Roman denarii and the other with coins from Dyrrhachium) not
far from the dava of Carlomanesti and the third at Chiojdu, on
the Bascei Valley, an important tributary of the Buzau river®.

Given the fact that systematic archaeological research in
the sites of Carlomanesti, Tarcov and Valea Lupului will
continue, we do not exclude in the future to complete the
panoply with new silver jewellery, just as it is not excluded
to discover new treasures in the Buzdu valley.

°The treasures are being researched at the Buzdu County Museum and will
be published soon.
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Cuvinte-cheie: Dacia preromana, artefacte, piese marunte, bronzuri antice, Transilvania.

Rezumat: Dealul Cetatuie de la Ardeu, situat in comuna Balsa, in judetul Hunedoara, in Romania a beneficiat in ultimele doua decenii
de cercetari sistematice, iar rezultatele au vazut lumina tiparului si au fost prezentate frecvent in cadrul unor manifestari stiintifice.
Situl a fost locuit pe parcursul mai multor epociistorice, insa in timpul regatului dac a cunoscut cea mai intensa dezvoltare. Debutul
fortificatiei poate sa fie datat, cu probabilitate, pe parcursul secolului | a. Chr., poate, la mijlocul acelui interval, in timp ce sfarsitul
locuirii dacice este asociat confruntarilor cu romanii, la inceputul secolului Il p. Chr. intre demersurile cu privire la cercetarea
antichitatilor de la Ardeu, anumite descoperiri mai vechi, intre care cele mai multe cu caracter intamplator, au fost mai putin puse

n valoare. Pentru volumul editat pe baza materialelor prezentate anul acesta in cadrul Colloquimului de vara de la Saharna ne-am
propus sa facem cunoscute cateva dintre obiectele descoperite cu prilejul debutului lucrarilor pentru amenajarea carierei de piatra.

Keywords: PreRoman Dacia, artifacts, small fins, antiques bronzes, Transylvania.

Abstract: The Cetatuie hill from Ardeu, located in the commune of Balsa, in Hunedoara county (Romania), it was been investigated
systematicaly in the last two decades, and the results have been frequently presented. The site was inhabited during several
historical eras, but during the Dacian kingdom it experienced the most intense development. The beginning of the fortification can be
dated, probably during the 1t century BC, perhaps in the middle of that interval, while the end of the Dacian habitation is associated
with the confrontations with the Romans, at the beginning of the 2"¢ century of the Christian era. Older discoveries, especially
accidental ones, were only rarely analyzed. For this occasion we have proposed to present some of the objects discovered on the
occasion of the beginning of the works for the setting up of the stone quarry.

Consideratii preliminare

Dealul Cetdtuie de la Ardeu, situat in comuna Balsa, in
judetul Hunedoara, Tn Romdnia a beneficiat tn ultimele
doua decenii de cercetari sistematice, iar rezultatele au
vazut lumina tiparului si au fost prezentate frecvent
n cadrul unor manifestari stiintifice. Situl a fost locuit
pe parcursul mai multor epoci istorice (Marc, Riscuta,
Ferencz 2021, 73), insd in timpul regatului dac a
cunoscut cea mai intensa dezvoltare (Ferencz 2014a).
Debutul fortificatiei poate sa fie datat, cu probabilitate,
pe parcursul secolului I a. Chr., poate, la mijlocul acelui

Preliminary considerations

The Cetdtuie hill from Ardeu, located in the commune

of Balsa, in Hunedoara county (Romania), it was been
investigated systematicaly in the last two decades, and
the results have been frequently presented. The site was
inhabited during several historical eras (Marc, Riscuta,
Ferencz 2021, 73), but during the Dacian kingdom it
experienced the most intense development (Ferencz
2014a). The beginning of the fortification can be dated,
probably during the 1 century BC, perhaps in the middle
of that interval, while the end of the Dacian habitation is



interval, In timp ce sfarsitul locuirii dacice este asociat
confruntdrilor cu romantii, la tTnceputul secolului II al
erei crestine (Ferencz 2014a, 125).

Intre demersurile cu privire la cercetarea antichititilor
de la Ardeu, anumite descoperiri mai vechi, intre

care cele mai multe cu caracter Intdmplator, au fost
mai putin puse in valoare. Pentru volumul editat pe
baza materialelor prezentate anul acesta in cadrul
Colloquimului de vard de la Saharna ne-am propus sa
facem cunoscute cdteva dintre obiectele descoperite
cu prilejul debutului lucrarilor pentru amenajarea
carierei de piatra.

Exploatarea pietrei la Ardeu are o traditie care poate sa
fie urmarita tncepand cu sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea,
servind ca sursa de materii prime pentru realizarea
varului (Ferencz 2021). Nevoia de piatra a condus chiar
la demontarea unor ziduri sau parti ale unor ziduri
datand din evul mediu. Faima vararilor din Ardeu si
prezenta calcarelor au fost motivele pentru care, in
anul 1971, a fost deschisa o cariera de piatra chiar pe
dealul Cetdtuie, avand ca scop initial exploatarea pietrei
pentru var (fig. 1) (Ferencz 2021, 98). Insa varul a fost
produs doar ocazional din piatra de cariera (Ferencz
2021, 98). Piatra exploatatad industrial la Ardeu a

fost folositd, mai ales, pentru arocamente, straturi de
fundatie pentru acoperiri asfaltice, si ca piatra spartd -
pentru intretinerea drumurilor pietruite (Ferencz 2021,
98). Concluzia este cd, desi, initial, scopul deschiderii
carierei a vizat obtinerea pietrei pentru var, care

era preparat pe loc, ulterior exploatarea preluata de
Directia judeteand a drumurilor, a folosit piatra pentru
infrastructura cdilor de comunicatie (Ferencz 2021, 98).
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Fig. 1. Cariera de la Ardeu (a functionat pana itn anul 2006)
(foto 1.V. Ferencz, 2006).

Fig. 1. The Ardeu quarry (operated until 2006) (photo I.V. Ferencz,
2006).

associated with the confrontations with the Romans, at the
beginning of the 2™ century of the Christian era (Ferencz
2014a, 125).

Older discoveries, especially accidental ones, were only
rarely analyzed. For this occasion we have proposed to
present some of the objects discovered on the occasion of
the beginning of the works for the setting up of the stone
quarry.

Stone mining in Ardeu has a tradition that can be traced
back to the end of the 19* century, as a source of raw
materials for making lime (Ferencz 2021). The need for
stone even led to the dismantling of some walls or parts
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Fig. 2. Dealul Cetdtuie de la Ardeu, vedere asupra versantului estic. Se observa suprafata exploatata pentru extragerea arocamentelor
(foto S. Berecki 2018).
Fig. 2 Cetatuie hill from Ardeu, view of the eastern slope. You can see the surface exploited for stone extraction (photo S. Berecki 2018).

Printre efectele exploatdrii in carierad se numara of walls, dating back to the Middle Ages. The fame of
si distrugerea unei parti din cetatea dacicd si a the Ardeu local workers who they makes lime and the
drumului antic de acces (fig. 2). Si tot ca un efect al presence of limestones were the reasons why, in 1971,
acelorasi evenimente, cu prilejul desfasurdrii unor a stone quarry was opened with the objective of the

lucrdri pentru amenajarea carierei, au fost gasite Cetatuie hill, with the initial purpose of exploiting the



tntamplator obiecte arheologice, intre care unele au
fost valorificate de gasitori.

Astfel, tn anul 1969, au fost donate muzeului din
Ordstie de cdtre Boldor Viorel, din satul Ardeu, trei
piese antice din metal (Mustatd, Ferencz 2016, 18).
Ulterior, in anul 1971, muzeul din Deva a achizitionat
mai multe obiecte de la alti doi localnici: Simion
Parva, originar din Balsa, si Nichifor Pardu, din Ardeu,
angajati ai carierei de la Ardeu (Mustatd, Ferencz
2016, 18). Artefactele n cauza au fost desenate la
putin timp dupd ce au fost achizitionate, iar profesorul
Ioan Andritoiu ne-a incredintat schitele tn momentul
n care a pdrdsit muzeul. Pe unele dintre ele nu am
reusit sa le regdsim in depozite, fiind, cel mai probabil,
amestecate cu alte exponate pe parcursul etapelor de
reorganizare din ultimele decenii. Credem cd verificarea
inventarelor, aflata n plin proces de derulare, va avea
ca efect si identificarea exemplarelor ratdcite.

O parte dintre obiectele donate sau achizitionate au
fost deja facute cunoscute publicului cu diverse prilejuri
(Andritoiu, Marghitan 1973, fig. 27; Mdrghitan 1976,
17-18; Rustoiu 1996, 70, 157, 197, fig. 20/7; 54/1-4;
97/2;109/2, 4; 110; Gheorghiu 2005, 168, 488, fig. 214;
Ferencz 2014b; Mustatd, Ferencz, Dima 2014; Ferencz,
Socol 2015; Mustatd, Ferencz 2016, 18-23, fig. 2, 4;
Ferencz 2018), insa interpretarea unora dintre ele s-a
dovedit a fi gresitd, de aceea credem ca este important
sa le analizam cu mai multa atentie. Pe de alta parte,
numadrul artefactelor achizitionate si varietatea lor este
mare, motiv pentru care, cu acest prilej, ne vom referi
doar la obiectele procurate de catre Muzeul Civilizatiei
Dacice si Romane Deva de la cetdateanul Parva Simion.

Archaeological heritage from Ardeu. Old discoveries and new approaches

stone for lime (fig. 1) (Ferencz 2021, 98). But lime was only
occasionally produced from quarry stone (Ferencz 2021,
98). The industrially mined stone at Ardeu was mainly
used for facings, foundation layers for asphalt pavements
and as broken stone, for the maintenance of paved roads
(Ferencz 2021, 98). The conclusion is that although initially
the purpose of opening the quarry was to obtain stone

for lime, later the exploitation taken over by the County
Roads Company, used the stone for the infrastructure of
communication routes (Ferencz 2021, 98).

The effects of quarrying include the destruction of a part
of the Dacian citadel and the ancient access road (fig. 2).
And also as an effect of the same events, during the
construction of the quarry, archaeological objects were
accidentally found, some of which were sold or donate to
the Museum by the finders.

Thus, in 1969, three ancient metal pieces were donated

to the museum in Ordstie, by Boldor Viorel, from the
village of Ardeu (Mustatd, Ferencz 2016, 18). Later, in
1971, the museum in Deva acquired several objects from
two other locals: Parva Simion originally from Balsa and
Parau Nichifor from Ardeu, employees of the Ardeu quarry
(Mustatd, Ferencz 2016, 18). The artifacts in question were
drawn shortly after they were purchased, and Professor
loan Andritoiu entrusted us with the sketches when he left
the museum. Some of them we have not been able to find
in the deposit, being most likely mixed with other artifacts
during the reorganization stages of the last decades. We
believe that the ongoing inventory check will also have the
effect of identifying them.
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Obiectele achizitionate de la Simion Parva au fost
tnscrise In Registrul de inventar general al muzeului
n dreptul numerelor: 22379-23383 (fig. 3). Data
Inregistrdrii nu este completatd, tnsd, mai tnainte,
ultima consemnare a datei este din 1970 (nr. inv.
23351), iar urmdtoarea este deja din anul 1974 (nr.
inv. 23467). Concluzia este ca artefactele au fost
fnscrise in acel interval de timp. In legituri cu data
Tnregistrdrii, un alt document poate sa clarifice

Intr-o mai mare mdsurad acest detaliu. Raportul de
activitate al muzeului judetean Deva, intocmit de
directorul de atunci, Mircea Valea, pentru perioada
ianuarie - septembrie 1971 consemna urmatoarele:
,La cariera de la Ardeu, In timpul lucrdrilor de
excavare au fost descoperite mai multe obiecte de
podoaba dacice (brdtdri, fibule), unelte (fier de plug),
arme, care, achizitionate, au intrat in patrimoniul
muzeului. Deplasarea la fata locului a personalului
muzeului a dus la identificarea unei agezdri din epoca
bronzului, peste care se suprapune o puternicd si intens
locuitd asezare dacicd, care, avdnd in vedere lucrdrile
de la carierd, necesitd urgente sdpdturi de salvare”
(Ferencz 2014b, 181). Dupa cum se vede, conducdtorul
institutiei mentiona ca in anul 1971 artefactele
achizitionate faceau parte deja din patrimoniul
muzeului. Iar anul respectiv se Tnscrie tn intervalul
de timp n care, in registrul de inventar, nu sunt
consemnate datele tnregistrarilor.

La nceputul anului 2014 am reusit sa purtdam o
conversatie cu autorul descoperirii, domnul Simion
Parva, atunci in varstd de 86 de ani. Din ceea ce isi
amintea, toate obiectele descoperite de dansul si
predate muzeului au fost gasite pe panta de est a

Some of the donated or purchased objects have already
been made known to the public on various occasions
(Andritoiu, Mdrghitan 1973, fig. 27; Marghitan 1976, 17-18;
Rustoiu 1996, 70, 157, 197, fig. 20/7; 54/1-4; 97/2;109/2,
4; 110; Gheorghiu 2005, 168, 488, fig. 214; Ferencz

2014b; Mustatd, Ferencz, Dima 2014; Ferencz, Socol 2015;
Mustatd, Ferencz 2016, 18-23, fig. 2, 4; Ferencz 2018), but
the interpretation of some of them turned out to be wrong,
so we think it is important to analyze them more carefully.
On the other hand, the number of artifacts purchased and
their variety is large, which is why, on this occasion, we will
only refer to the objects purchased by the Museum in Deva,
from Parva Simion.

The objects purchased from that person were registered
in the general inventory register of the museum under
numbers: 22379-23383 (fig. 3). The registration date is
not completed, but before that, the last recording of the
date is from 1970 (inv. no. 23351), and the next one is
already from 1974 (inv. no. 23467). That it means that the
artifacts were recorded during that time frame. In relation
to the date of registration, another document may clarify
this detail to a greater extent. The activity report of the
Deva county museum, drawn up by the director at that
time, Mircea Valea, for the period January - September
1971 recorded the following: “At the Ardeu quarry during
the excavation works, several Dacian ornaments (bracelets,
fibulae) were discovered ), tools (plow iron), weapons, which,
when purchased, entered the heritage of the museum. The on-
site movement of the museum staff led to the identification
of a settlement from the Bronze Age on which a strong and
intensively inhabited Dacian settlement is superimposed,
which, considering the quarry works, requires urgent rescue
excavations” (Ferencz 2014b, 181). It is easy to be seen



dealului Cetatuie, in diverse locuri (fig. 2). Din acest
motiv, credem cd este cel mai probabil ca ele sa nu

fi provenit din unul sau din mai multe contexte bine
precizate, ci sa fi fost scurse pe pantd, de pe platoul
cetdtii, ca efect al eroziunii sau n contextul dramatic
al unor confruntari.

Artefactele achizitionate de la cetdateanul Simion Parva
au putut sd fie regasite cu destuld usurintd in depozitele
muzeului. Exceptie face numai unul dintre artefacte,
care, probabil, se va gdsi, asa cum am mentionat
anterior, cu prilejul verificarilor inventarelor.

Importanta obiectelor pentru intelegerea unor aspecte
ale locuirii umane la Ardeu se distinge din descrierea
fiecaruia.

Artefactele

1. In Registrul de Inventar, la nr. 23379 (fig. 3) sunt
consemnate urmatoarele: ,Mdner din bronz cu suport,
forma ovald, in sectiune romboidald, doud incizii

ntre suport si mdner”. Se mai precizeaza ca starea

de conservare este bund si ca provine din ,asezarea
dacicd Ardeu, Cariera de piatrd, achizitionat de la
Pérva Simion: Proces verbal de achizitie nr.”. Numarul
procesului verbal de achizitie si data intocmirii lipsesc,
tot asa cum ele nu sunt redactate nici in alte cazuri.
Poate cd acest fapt se datoreaza grabei sau comoditatii,
nsd, probabil, acest amdnunt va ramdane un mister.

Din textul consemnat putem sa observam ca
descrierea este foarte sumarg, insa e suficient de clara,

Archaeological heritage from Ardeu. Old discoveries and new approaches 263

that the head of the institution mentioned that in 1971

the purchased artifacts were already part of the museum'’s
heritage. And that year is entered in the time interval in
which, in the inventory register, the dates of the entries are
not recorded.

At the beginning of 2014, we managed to have a conversation
with the author of the discovery, Mr. Simion Parva, then on

86 years old. From what he remembered, all the objects
discovered by him and which were handed over to the
museum, were found on the eastern slope of the Cetatauie
hill, in various places (fig. 2). For this reason, we believe that it
is most likely that they did not come from one or more well-
defined contexts, but more likely to have been drained on the
slope, from the plateau of the fortress, as an effect of erosion
or in the dramatic context of some confrontations.

The artifacts purchased from the citizen Simion Parva could
be found quite easily in the museum’s deposit. The only
exception is one of the artifacts, which will probably be
found, as mentioned before, during inventory process.

The importance of the objects for understanding some
aspects of human habitation at Ardeu can be distinguished
from the description of each one.

The artifacts

1. In the Inventory Register, at no. 23379 (fig. 3) the
following are recorded: “Bronze handle with support,

oval shape, in rhomboidal section, two incisions between
support and handle”. It is also notticed that the state of
conservation is “good” and that it comes from the “Ardeu
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Fig. 3. Fila din registrul de inventar al muzeului, unde sunt inregistrate obiectele achizitionate de la cetateanul Simion Parva.
Fig. 3. The tab in the museum’s inventory register, where the items purchased from the citizen Simion Parva are registered.



pentru a ajuta la identificarea obiectului. Pentru o
descriere mai amanuntitd, vom remarca faptul ca
piesa este turnatd, probabil, din bronz, dacd tinem
seama de culoarea verde a oxizilor care formeaza
patind (exemplarul nu a beneficiat de analize). Pe
suprafata sa mai pot sa fie distinse urme fine de
calcar, provenind din mediul in care a fost gasit.

Din punct de vedere morfologic, asemenea obiecte
sunt compuse din patru elemente (Dima 2019, 23):

o0 veriga ovald sau circulara, un suport sau o placa tn
forma de sa, avand in profil forma literei ,U” sau pe
cea a literei ,V” Intoarse. Aceastd placd este uneori
decorati. In cazul celei de la Ardeu, trebuie mentionat
cd intr-o parte a fost usor deteriorata.

Inelul are forma ovalg, iar sectiunea este rombica (fig. 4).
Legdtura dintre cele doud elemente este asigurata de un
element, pe care l-am putea asemana cu un ,gat” sau

cu un ,guler”, care, In cazul exemplarului de la Ardeu,
poate sd fie asemuit cu doud pliuri (fig. 5). Acestea sunt
si singurele elemente de decor ce se pot distinge.

Suportul, sau placa, avea rolul de a proteja o verigd
prin intermediul cdreia accesoriul era fixat de jug.
Veriga este ruptd din vechime, in cazul piesei de la
Ardeu, Tnsad existenta ei este dovedita de cele doua
capete care s-au pastrat (fig. 4). S& mai remarcam si cg,
Tn ansamblu, piesa este usor asimetrica.

Obiecte de acest fel au fost interpretate ca fiind
accesorii ale unor care. Mai exact, sunt inele care se
fixau pe jug si erau folosite pentru distributia curelelor
care compun harnasamentul carelor (Rustoiu 1996,

Archaeological heritage from Ardeu. Old discoveries and new approaches

Dacian settlement, Quarry of stone, purchased from Pérva
Simion: Purchase report no.”. The number of the purchase
report and the date of preparation are missing, just as they
are not written in other cases either. Perhaps this fact is
due to haste, or convenience, but this detail will probably
remain a mystery.

From the recorded text we can see that the description

is very brief, but it is clear enough to help identify the
object. For a more detailed description, we will note that
the piece is cast, probably from bronze, if we take into
account the green color of the oxides, which form a patina
(the specimen was not analyzed). Fine traces of limestone
can still be distinguished on its surface, coming from the
environment in which it was found.

From a morphological point of view, such objects are
composed of four elements (Dima 2019, 23): an oval or
circular link, a support or a saddle-shaped plate, having in
profile the shape of the letter “U” or that of the letter “V”
turned. This plate is sometimes decorated. In the case of
the one from Ardev, it should be noted that one part was
slightly damaged.

The ring has an oval shape, and the section is rhombic (fig. 4).
The connection between the two elements is ensured

by an element, which we could liken to a “neck” or a
“collar”, which in the case of the specimen from Ardeu

can be likened to two folds (fig. 5). These are also the only
decorative elements that can be distinguished.

The support or plate had the role of protecting a link
through which the accessory was fixed to the yoke. The
link is broken from antiquity in the case of the piece from
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Fig. 4. Inelul de jug de la Ardeu (desen S. Ivan 2022).
Fig. 4. The yoke ring from Ardeu (drawing S. Ivan 2022).

157, fig. 98; Schonfelder 2000, Abb. 172). Avand in
vedere functionalitatea pieselor, Cristian Dima este de
pdrere ca un termen mai potrivit pentru desemnarea
lor ar fi ,distribuitor de frau” (Dima 2019, 22-23).

Aurel Rustoiu, care a analizat - cu mai mult de trei
decenii Tn urma - obiectele din bronz, descoperite In
aria locuitd de daci, a avut in vedere si exemplarul de

Ardeu, but its existence is proven by the two ends that have
been preserved (fig. 4). Let’s also note that the piece as a
whole is slightly asymmetric.

Objects of this kind have been interpreted as accessories
of some chariots. More precisely, they are rings that were
fixed on the yoke and were used for the distribution of

the reins that make up the chariot harness (Rustoiu 1996,




la Ardeu (Rustoiu 1996, 157, fig. 97). Cu toate acestea,
multd vreme ele au fost interpretate ca fiind atase de
vas. La mijlocul deceniului 10 al secolului trecut, in
catalogul unei ample expozitii organizate la Roma sub
Tnaltul patronaj al presedintilor Italiei si Romaniei,
exemplare de acest fel erau desemnate ca fiind
Lattachi di ansa di vaso” (I Daci 1997, 257, no 513-
514), urmand, probabil, o traditie in care se tnscrie si
Tnsemnarea din registrul muzeului devean.

Aurel Rustoiu, pe baza caracteristicilor morfologice,
distingea doua tipuri de inele de jug in Dacia
preromangd, iar pe cel de la Ardeu l-a tncadrat in
tipul II. Desi, initial, numarul de piese care pot sa

fie incadrate 1n aceastad categorie a fost redus, pe
parcursul anilor a crescut, in principal, datorita
activitatii cautatorilor de comori (Ferencz, Bodd
1999-2000; Rustoiu, Ferencz 2002). Datarea propusa
de cercetatorul clujean acoperd intreaga perioada de
existentd a regatului dac, adica secolele I a. Chr. - I p.
Chr. (Rustoiu 1996, 157). In privinta exemplarului de
la Ardeu, impreund cu Aurel Rustoiu ne-am pronuntat
pentru o incadrare cronologica mai probabila tn
secolul I a. Chr. (Rustoiu, Ferencz 2002, 231).

Analiza mormantului cu car de la Boé a reprezentat
un bun prilej pentru Martin Schénfelder sa analizeze
diverse categorii de componente ale carelor din a doua
epoca a fierului (Schénfelder 2000). Intre acestea se
numadra si inelele de jug. El incadreaza exemplarele de
felul celui provenind de la Ardeu in tipul Bechtheim
(Schonfelder 2000, 250-251, Abb. 175, Tab. 32), pentru
care propune o datare pe parcursul intregului LT D
(Schonfelder 2000, 250, Tab 32).

Archaeological heritage from Ardeu. Old discoveries and new approaches

Fig. 5. Inelul de jug de la Ardeu (foto Al. Ranta 2022).
Fig. 5. The yoke ring from Ardeu (photo Al. Ranta 2022).

157, fig. 98; Schonfelder 2000, Abb.172). Considering the
functionality of the parts, Cristian Dima is of the opinion
that a more appropriate term for their designation would
be “rein distributor” (Dima 2019, 22-23).

Aurel Rustoiu, who analyzed more than three decades
ago the bronze objects discovered in the area inhabited
by the Dacians, also considered the specimen from Ardeu
(Rustoiu 1996, 157, fig. 97). However, for a long time
they were interpreted as being attached to the vessel. In
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n ceea ce priveste aria In care au fost descoperite
distribuitoare de frau, sau inele de jug, de felul celui
gasit la Ardeu (Schonfelder 2000, 250, Abb. 186; Dima
2021, fig. 11), se remarca faptul ca cele mai numeroase
exemplare se regdsesc in spatiul German. Piesele
ornamentale de car ilustreaza prezenta unor atelaje
fastuoase, care provin din mediul celtic (Rustoiu,
Ferencz 2002, 232).

Doua verigi cu noduri sunt inregistrate la numerele
23380 si 20381. Ele au fost ilustrate de catre Ioan
Andritoiu si Liviu Mdrghitan (Andritoiu, Marghitan
1972, fig. 27)* si de catre Aurel Rustoiu (Rustoiu
1996, 197, fig. 54/ 1-4; 109/2, 4; 110), fara sa fie
furnizate detalii privind modul de achizitie si fard sa
fie descrise.

2. Prima dintre ele (fig. 6) este descrisa in Registrul
de inventar astfel: ,Brdtard de bronz de factura
celticd cu trei randuri de nodozitdti pe partea
exterioard. Diametrul exterior 6,7 cm, diametrul
interior 5,8 cm, grosimea brdtdrii 0,8 cm. 12 grupe a
cdte trei nodozitdti fiecare”. Si in acest caz, descrierea
este suficient de clara, pentru ca piesa sd poata fi
usor recunoscutd. Ar mai trebui sa mentionam ca
unele dintre nodozitati sunt foarte aplatizate si se
disting cu greutate, unele au forme mai rotunjite,
iar altele sunt turtite (fig. 7). Acest aspect a fost
imprimat piesei din momentul turnarii. Suprafata

0 confuzie prezenta in lucrarea respectiva trebuie semnalatd. Obiectele
descrise in explicatia figurii 27, adica ,Podoabe din argint dacice de la
Sdrdcsau” au fost ilustrate in partea de jos a paginii, unde este notata
ilustratia nr. 28, in care ar fi trebuit sa se regaseascd ,Obiecte de podoaba
dacice din bronz si argint de la Ardeu si Banita”. Insd aceste obiecte se
regasesc in partea de sus a paginii.

the middle of the 10th decade of the last century, in the
catalog of a large exhibition organized in Rome under the
high patronage of the presidents of Italy and Romania,
specimens of this kind were designated as “attachi di ansa
di vaso” (I Daci 1997, 257, no 513-514), probably following
a tradition in which the note from the register of the
museum in Deva is also entered.

Aurel Rustoiu, based on the morphological characteristics,
distinguished two types of yoke rings in pre-Roman Dacia,
and classified the one from Ardeu into type II. Although
initially the number of pieces that can be placed in this
category was reduced, over the years it increased mainly
due to the activity of treasure hunters (Ferencz, Bodd
1999-2000; Rustoiu, Ferencz 2002). The dating proposed
by the researcher from Cluj covers the entire period of
existence of the Dacian kingdom, i.e. the 1% century BC -
15t century AD (Rustoiu 1996, 157). With regard to the
specimen from Ardeu, together with Aurel Rustoiu, we
decided for a more probable chronological classification in
the 1st century BC (Rustoiu, Ferencz 2002, 231).

The analysis of the Boé chariot grave provided a good
opportunity for Martin Schonfelder to analyze various
categories of Second Iron Age chariot components
(Schonfelder 2000). These include yoke rings. He places
specimens of the type from Ardeu in the Bechtheim type
(Schonfelder 2000, 250-251, Abb. 175, Tab. 32), for
which he proposes a dating throughout the entire LT D
(Schonfelder 2000, 250, Tab 32).

Regarding the area where rein distributors or yoke rings
of the type found at Ardeu were discovered (Schonfelder
2000, 250, Abb. 186; Dima 2021, fig. 11), it is noted that
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Fig. 6. Veriga cu noduri de la Ardeu (foto Al Ranta 2022).
Fig. 6. Link with knots from Ardeu (photo Al. Ranta 2022).

este acoperitd cu patind verde inchis. Pe suprafata ei
pot sd fie observate urme de uzurd sub forma unor
zgarieturi si zone cu urme de frecare.

Mai trebuie mentionat si faptul ca are o forma
circulara si ca diametrul, la interior, este de 5,3 cm,
sinu 5,8 cm, cum a fost consemnat n registrul de
inventar.

3. Pentru cea de-a doua veriga (fig. 8) avem
urmdtoarea descriere: ,Brdtard de bronz de mici
dimensiuni cu patru grupe a cdte trei nodozitdti fiecare,

Fig. 7. Veriga cu noduri de la Ardeu, detaliu in care se observa diferentele
de forme si dimensiuni ale nodurilor (foto I.V. Ferencz 2022).

Fig. 7. Link with knots from Ardeu, detail showing the differences in the
shapes and sizes of the knots (photo V. Ferencz 2022).

the most numerous specimens are found in German space.
The ornamental parts of the chariot illustrate the presence
of some sumptuous chariots that come from the Celtic
environment (Rustoiu, Ferencz 2002, 232).

Two knotted links are registered at numbers 23380 and
20381. They were illustrated by loan Andritoiu and Liviu
Mdrghitan (Andritoiu, Marghitan 1972, fig. 27)' and by Aurel

' A confusion present in that paper should be pointed out. The objects
described in the explanation of figure 27, that is, “Dacian silver ormaments
from Saracsdu” were illustrated at the bottom of the page, where illustration
no. 28, which should have found “Bronze and silver Dacian ornaments from
Ardeu and Banita”. But these objects are found at the top of the page.
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Fig. 8. Veriga cu noduri de la Ardeu (foto Al. Ranta 2022).
Fig. 8. Link with knots from Ardeu (photo Al. Ranta 2022).

transversale, agezate simetric. Urme de patind verde.
Diametrul interior 3,8 cm, diametrul exterior 4 cm,
grosimea brdtdrii 0,3 cm”.

Siin acest caz putem sesiza ca nodozitdtile nu sunt
egale, unele fiind mai pronuntate, iar altele mai
aplatizate. Patina este buna si pe suprafata obiectului
pot sd fie distinse urme de uzurd. Diametrul interior
are o valoare mai mica decdt cea Inscrisd in registrul
de inventar, si anume 3,1 cm, iar forma este
circulara.

Rustoiu (Rustoiu 1996, 197, fig. 54/1-4; 109/2, 4; 110),
without providing details on the method of acquisition and
without describing them.

2. The first of them (fig. 6) is described in the Inventory
Register as follows: “Bronze bracelet of Celtic design with
three rows of knots on the outside. Outer diameter 6.7 cm,
inner diameter 5.8 cm, bracelet thickness 0.8 cm. 12 groups
of three nodes each”. And in this case the description is
clear enough so that the piece can be easily recognized.
We should also mention that some of the nodules are very
flattened and difficult to distinguish, some have more
rounded shapes, and others are flattened (fig. 7). This
aspect was imprinted on the piece from the moment it was
cast. The surface is covered with dark green patina. Traces
of wear can be observed on its surface in the form of
scratches and areas with rubbing marks.

It should also be mentioned that it has a circular shape and
that the inside diameter is 5.3 cm and not 5.8 cm, as was
recorded in the inventory register.

3. For the second link (fig. 8) we have the following
description: “Small bronze bracelet with four groups of three
nodes each, transverse, placed symmetrically. Traces of green
patina. Inner diameter 3.8 cm, outer diameter 4 cm, bracelet
thickness 0.3 cm”.

We can also notice that the nodules are not equal, some
being more pronounced and others more flattened. The
patina is good and traces of wear can be distinguished on
the surface of the object. The inner diameter has a smaller
value than the one entered in the inventory register, namely
3.1 cm, and the shape is circular.



in legitura cu verigile cu noduri, trebuie s precizam
ca sunt prezente ITn numdr mare in descoperirile
datate in epoca regatului dac. Multd vreme au fost
considerate a fi ,bratari celtice” si, din acest motiv,
n registrul de inventar al muzeului din Deva au
fost Inregistrate ca ,brdtdri”. loan Glodariu (Glodariu
1984) si, mai apoi, Aurel Rustoiu (Rustoiu 1996,
106-107) au demonstrat ca astfel de obiecte au fost
utilizate n scopuri diverse. Ele se dateaza tn Dacia
in intreg intervalul in care se dezvolta Regatul Dac
(Rustoiu 1996, 107). In lipsa unui context mai clar,
exemplarele descoperite la Ardeu pot sa fie datate
pe Intreaga perioadd in care a functionat cetatea,
adicd in secolele I a. Chr. si pana la razboaiele cu
romanii de la inceputul secolului II p. Chr. (Ferencz
2014, 125).

4. Un obiect a cdrui functionalitate este dificil de
distins a fost nregistrat cu numadrul 23382 (fig. 9).
Autorul tTnsemnadrii preciza ca este vorba de o
LBratard de bronz desfdcutd si torsionatd, romboidala
n sectiune, acoperitd cu patind nobild. Dimensiuni:
lungimea 14,2 cm, grosimea 0,4 cm”.

Exemplarul are, de fapt, forma unei bare cu sectiunea
aproape patrata (grosimea este, de fapt, 0,50x0,52 cm.
A fost usor torsionatd, iar capetele au fost sectionate
cu dalta (fig. 9). Suprafata este acoperita cu patind
verde deschis, care acoperad chiar si unele urme de
deformare prin lovituri cu ciocanul. Interpretarea
functionalitdtii piesei ca fiind o bratara credem cd
este dificil de probat. Forma si aspectul trimite, mai
probabil, spre barele descoperite in atelierul unui
orfevrier la Tasad, In vestul Romaniei (Chidiosan

Archaeological heritage from Ardeu. Old discoveries and new approaches

Fig. 9. Bara din bronz cu sectiune patratd, descoperitd la Ardeu
(foto I.V. Ferencz 2022).

Fig. 9. Bronze bar with square section, discovered at Ardeu
(photo V. Ferencz 2022).

In relation to knotted links, we must specify that they are
present in large numbers in the discoveries dated to the
Dacian kingdom era. For a long time they were considered
to be “Celtic bracelets”, and for this reason they were
registered as “bracelets” in the inventory register of the
museum in Deva. loan Glodariu (Glodariu 1984) and later
Aurel Rustoiu (Rustoiu 1996, 106-107) demonstrated that
such objects were used for various purposes. They date
back to Dacia during the entire period in which the Dacian
Kingdom developed (Rustoiu 1996, 107). In the absence of
a clearer context, the specimens discovered in Ardeu can be
dated to the entire period in which the fortress functioned,
i.e. in the 1% century BC and up to the wars with the Romans
at the beginning of the 2" century AD (Ferencz 2014, 125).

4. An object whose functionality is difficult to distinguish
was registered with the number 23382 (fig. 9). The author
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1977, 34, fig. 4/d-e). Barele respective erau din argint,
iar capetele le-au fost sectionate cu dalta. Cu toate

cd piesa descoperita la Ardeu pare sa fie din brong,
credem ca poate fi interpretata ca fiind materie prima,
ca si exemplarele de la Tasad.

La Ardeu au fost identificate urmele a doua ateliere,
n care erau confectionate obiecte din bronz (Ferencz,
Bodé 2003; Beldiman, Ferencz, Sztancs 2013, 40).

5. Artefactul cel mai ,spectaculos” din lotul de

obiecte achizitionat de la Simion Parva este un
fragment de vas din brongz, inregistrat la nr. 23383
(fig. 10-11). Descrierea din registrul de inventar

este succintd: ,Cand cu mdner din cupru, pastratd
fragmentar. Manerul ornamentat cu motive geometrice
are o stampild aplicatd, se termind cu un inel. La

fel ornamentatd si buza evazatd. Se pdstreazd un
fragment din fund, dar si un alt fragment din buzd.
Probabil produs din ...”.

A fost ilustrat pentru prima oara de catre Gabriela
Gheorghiu (Gheorghiu 2015, 168, 488, fig. 214),

iar apoi a devenit subiect de interes si pentru alti
cercetatori (Mustatd, Ferencz, Dima 2014; Mustata,
Ferencz 2016, 18-20).

in acest caz, avem de a face cu o asa-zisa caserola
realizata din tabla de bronz cu buza triunghiulara
n pofil, usor ridicatd spre exterior, decoratd cu ove
si cu un brau perlat. Peretele vasului este decorat
sub buzd cu doua linii paralele. Partea inferioara a
peretelui pastrat este deformatd, iar corpul vasului,
pe portiunea pdastratd, este usor bombat. Pe partea

of the registration noted that it is an “opened and twisted
bronze bracelet, rhomboidal in section covered with a noble
patina. Dimensions: length 14.2 cm, thickness 0.4 cm”.

The specimen is actually in the form of a bar with an almost
square section (the thickness is actually 0.50x0.52 cm. It
has been slightly twisted and the ends have been sectioned
with a chisel (fig. 9). The surface is covered with a light
green patina, which even covers some traces of deformation
by hammer blows. We believe that the interpretation of

the piece’s functionality as a bracelet is difficult to prove.
The shape and appearance refer more likely to the bars
discovered in a silvermith’s workshop at Tasad, in western
Romania (Chidiosan 1977, 34, fig. 4/d-e). The respective
bars were made of silver, and their ends were sectioned with
a chisel. Although the piece discovered at Ardeu appears to
be of bronze, we believe that it can be interpreted as raw
material as and the specimens from Tasad.

At Ardeu, traces of two workshops where bronze objects
were made were identified (Ferencz, Bodé 2003; Beldiman,
Ferencz, Sztancs 2013, 40).

5. The most “spectacular” artefact from the lot of objects
purchased from Simion Parva is a fragment of a bronze
vessel, registered at no. 23383 (fig. 10-11). The description

in the inventory register is brief: “Mug with copper handle,
preserved fragmentarily. The ornate handle with geometric
motifs has an applied stamp, ends with a ring. The flared lip is
similarly ornamented. A fragment of the bottom is preserved, but
also another fragment of the lip. Probably produced from ...".

It was illustrated for the first time by Gabriela Gheorghiu
(Gheorghiu 2015, 168, 488, fig. 214), and then it became



interioard, la contactul cu buza, pot fi observate urme
de ciocanire, precum si modalitatea de prindere a
corpului de buza. Manerul realizat prin turnare este
usor ridicat. Tn partea centrald este mai tngust, iar
capdtul se terminad tot cu o zond mai ngustd, decoratd
cu incizii paralele si cu un inel pastrat pe jumatate.
Suprafata manerului este decoratd prin incizare cu
motive vegetale, formate din linii si puncte, care
contureaza ghirlande. Reprezentadrile respective pot
sa sugereze capete stilizate de pdsari sau serpi. La
capdtul manerului, usor dezaxat, se observa un cartus
cu stampild, afectat de zonele oxidate si foarte tocit.
Cu greu se pot distinge literele: CNPO[]SR?

Exemplarul apartine unei variante de caserold,
reprezentate printr-un numar redus in descoperiri si
integrate in tipul III al tipologiei realizate de Rikhard
Petrovszky (numite conventional Blechkasserollen).
Producerea acestui tip de artefact este plasata in nord-
estul Italiei, la Aquileea, n intervalul cuprins intre
ultimele doud decenii ale secolului I a. Chr. si cel de

al treilea deceniu al secolului urmadtor. Exemplarele
de acest fel faceau parte din serviciile pentru baut si
erau folosite pentru amestecul vinului (Petrovszky
1993, 36-39, Taf. 1/II1, 1-4b). Piese asemanatoare celei
de la Ardeu au fost descoperite la Viadana (in Italia),

o alta a fost gasitd In apele raului Saone (in Franta),
iar altele se pastreaza in colectiile Muzeului Vatican
(Mustatd, Ferencz, Dima 2014, 42).

Exemplarul reperat la Ardeu este singurul care are

o stampila apartinand unui mester. Ins3, din pacate,
literele s-au pastrat foarte slab, astfel ca numele nu
poate fi descifrat. Insa prezenta obiectului respectiv la
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Fig. 10. Vas din bronz de la Ardeu (foto S. Mustatd, dupa Mustatd, Ferencz,
Dima 2014).
Fig. 10. Bronze vessel from Ardeu (photo S. Mustata, after Mustata, Ferencz,
Dima 2014).
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Fig. 11. Vas din bronz de la Ardeu (desen O. Bocaniciu si S. Mustatd, dupd Mustatd, Ferencz, Dima 2014).
Fig. 11. Bronze vessel from Ardeu (drawing O. Bocaniciu and S. Mustata, after Mustata, Ferencz, Dima 2014).

Ardeu are o mare importantd tn contextul discutiilor a topic of interest for other researchers as well (Mustatd,
cu privire la debutul in Dacia a importurilor de vase Ferencz, Dima 2014; Mustatd, Ferencz 2016, 18-20).

din bronz provenind din nordul Italiei.
In this case we are dealing with a so-called casserole made

Asemenea importuri ajung in Dacia preromand in of bronze sheet with a triangular lip in the pofil, slightly
perioada augustand, urmand ruta comerciala care raised outwards, decorated with a band of ovolo alternated
uneste nordul Italiei cu valea raului Sava si apoi cu with vertical incisions. The wall of the vessel is decorated

Dunadrea (Rustoiu 2005, 79-84). below the rim with 2 parallel lines. The lower part of the



6. Printre materialele arheologice procurate de la
cetdteanul Parva Simion din Balsa se numard si o
piesa din fier avand forma unei lame lanceolate.
Obiectul are numarul de inventar 23384, insa,

din pacate, el nu a putut fi regasit in depozitele
muzeului. Datoritd unei situatii fericite, artefactele
au fost desenate la putin timp dupa ce ele au fost
achizitionate, iar profesorul Ioan Andritoiu mi-a
Tncredintat schitele in momentul in care a parasit
muzeul. Obiectul a beneficiat de atentia noastra si cu
alt prilej (Ferencz 2014b).

Pe baza desenului (fig. 12/1) si a descrierii din registrul
de inventar al MCDR (fig. 12/3), se poate recupera

o parte din informatia pierduta odati cu piesa. In
registrul de inventar, la numarul curent 4677, in

afara cifrei, au fost mentionate urmatoarele: ,Varf de
lance din fier cu lama in formd de frunza si o parte

din cdlcai. Lungimea ldncii 14,5 cm. Varful rupt din
vechime”.

Nu stim la ce se referd consemnarea ,,... 0 parte din
cdledi ...”, dar descrierea unui alt obiect achizitionat
de muzeu de la un cetatean din satul Ardeu, pe nume
Nichifor Pardu, face referire tot la un ,,calcai” ca parte
componenta a unui alt varf de lance. Ins3, in acel caz,
este foarte evident ca autorul insemnarii se refera la
tubul de iTnmanusare (Ferencz, Socol 2015, 183). Din
acest motiv, credem ca situatia este similara si pentru

artefactul cu nr. 23384.

Revenind la descrierea piesei, mentionam ca lama
este alungitd, in formd de frunzd, avand la unul dintre
capete marginile indoite, in asa fel incat formeaza
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preserved wall is deformed, and the body of the vessel, on
the preserved portion, is slightly convex. on the inside, in
contact with the lip, traces of hammering can be observed,
as well as the method of attaching the body to the lip.

The molded handle is slightly raised. In the central part it
is narrower and the end also ends with a narrower area,
decorated with parallel incisions, and with a half-preserved
ring. The surface of the handle is decorated by incising
with plant motifs consisting of lines and dots forming
garlands. Those representations may represent stylized
heads of birds or snakes. At the end of the handle, slightly
misaligned, there is a stamp cartouche, affected by oxidized
areas and very dull. The letters can hardly be distinguished:
CNPOIJSR?

The specimen belongs to a casserole variant represented
by a small number of finds, integrated into type Il of the
typology made by Rikhard Petrovszky (conventionally called
Blechkasserollen). The production of this type of artefact
is placed in north-eastern Italy, at Aquileia, in the interval
between the last two decades of the 1 century BC and
the third decade of the following century. Examples of

this kind were part of drinking services and were used

for mixing wine (Petrovszky 1993, 36-39, Taf. 1/IIl, 1-4b).
Pieces similar to the one from Ardeu were discovered in
Viadana (in Italy), another was discovered in the waters

of the Saone River (in France), and others are kept in the
collections of the Vatican Museum (Mustata, Ferencz, Dima
2014, 42).

The specimen discovered in Ardeu is the only one that has
a stamp belonging to a craftsman. But unfortunately the
letters were very poorly preserved, so the name cannot be
read. But the presence of the respective object at Ardeu
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is of great importance in the context of the discussions
regarding the beginning in Dacia of imports of bronze
vessels from northern Italy.

Such imports reach pre-Roman Dacia in the Augustan
period, following the trade route that connects northern
Italy with the Sava river valley and then with the Danube
(Rustoiu 2005, 79-84).

6. Among the archaeological materials bought from the
citizen Parva Simion is an iron piece, having the shape
of a lanceolate blade. The object has the inventory
number 23384, but unfortunately it could not be found in
the museum’s deposit. Thanks to a happy situation, the
artefacts were drawn shortly after they were purchased,
and Professor loan Andritoiu entrusted me with the
sketches when he left the museum. The object benefited
from our attention on another occasion (Ferencz 2014b).

Based on the drawing (fig. 12/1) and the description from
the inventory register of the MCDR (fig. 12/3), part of the
lost information can be recovered. In the inventory register,
at current number 4677, the following were mentioned
outside the number: “Iron spearhead with leaf-shaped blade
and part of the spear but. Lance length 14.5 cm. The peak
broken from ancient times”.

We do not know what the record about “.. a part of the

Fig. 12. 1 - Bara-lingou din fier descoperita la Ardeu; 2 -

bara-lingou din fier descoperiti la Gradistea Muncelului; 3 - spear but...” refers to, but the description of another object
consemnarile din registrul de inventar general al MCDR - Deva, purchased by the museum from a citizen of the village of
in legdtura cu bara-lingou descoperitd la Ardeu (toate dupa L . p )
Ferencz 2014b). Ardeu, named Nichifor Parau, also refers to a “spear but” as
Fig. 12. 1 - Bar-iron ingot discovered at Ardeu; 2 - bar-iron ingot a component part of another spearhead. But in that case

discovered at Gradistea Muncelului; 3 - the entries from the general o .
inventory register of the MCDR - Deva, in connection with the bar - it is very obvious that the author of the note refers to the

ingot discovered at Ardeu (all according to Ferencz 2014b). glove tube (Ferencz, Socol 2015, 183). For this reason we



un manson circular. Profilul lamei este lenticular,
lipsind nervura mediana specifica lancilor. Varful, asa
cum se observa In desen si cum a fost consemnat si
n registrul de inventar este rupt. Starea generala de
conservare a piesei nu pare sa fi fost prea buna nici
chiar Tn momentul descoperirii. Este posibil sa fi fost
expusd mai mult timp intr-un mediu instabil din
punct de vedere al conditiilor de umiditate.

O piesa foarte asemdnatoare (fig. 12/2) a fost
descoperitd la Gradistea Muncelului (Glodariu,
Iaroslavschi 1979, 133, fig. 70/14). Ea reprezintd
singurul exemplar care ilustreaza tipul III al lancilor
dacice, in sistemul tipologic propus de Ioan Glodariu
si Eugen laroslavschi. Lungimea sa de 13,6 cm este
foarte apropiata de cea a exemplarului provenind

de la Ardeu - 14,5 cm. lar starea de conservare a
artefactului de la Gradistea Muncelului pare sa fie mai
bund. Forma cu totul deosebitd de a tuturor pieselor de
armament a fdcut ca cei doi autori sd o incadreze intr-
un tip aparte, pentru care nu au mentionat analogii.

In ceea ce ne priveste, credem c4, nici intr-un caz,
nici in celalalt, nu avem de a face cu un varf de lance
(Ferencz 2014b, 184-185).

Doua descoperiri mai vechi, de la est de Carpati, ne
oferd argumente importante pentru interpretarea
celor douad artefacte. Este vorba despre depozitele

de la Oniceni (Teodor 1983), jud. Neamt, si Negri
(Antonescu 1968), jud. Botosani. In ambele cazuri, au
fost identificate mai multe bare din fier. Caracterul
de marfuri destinate schimbului si unei productii
mestesugdresti a fost afirmat inca din momentul

Archaeological heritage from Ardeu. Old discoveries and new approaches

believe that the situation is similar for the artifact with no.
23384,

Returning to the description of the piece, we mention that
the blade is elongated, in the shape of a leaf with bent
edges at one end, so that it forms a circular sleeve. The
profile of the blade is lenticular, lacking the median rib
specific to lances. The top, as can be seen in the drawing
and as recorded in the inventory register, is broken. The
general state of preservation of the piece does not seem
to have been very good even at the time of its discovery.
It may have been exposed in an unstable environment in
terms of humidity conditions for a longer time.

A very similar piece (fig. 12/2) was discovered at Gradistea
Muncelului (Glodariu, laroslavschi 1979, 133, fig. 70/14).

It represents the only specimen that illustrates type Il of
Dacian spears, in the typological system proposed by loan
Glodariu and Eugen laroslavschi. Its length of 13.6 cm is
very close to that of the specimen from Ardeu - 14.5 cm.
And the state of preservation of the artifact from Gradistea
Muncelului seems to be better. The completely different
shape of all the pieces of weaponry made the two authors
classify it in a special type, for which they did not mention
analogies.

As far as we are concerned, we believe that in neither case
nor in the other are we dealing with a spearhead (Ferencz
2014b, 184-185).

Two older discoveries, from the east of the Carpathians,
provide us with important arguments for the interpretation
of these artifacts. It is about the deposits from Oniceni
(Teodor 1983), Neamt county and Negri (Antonescu 1968),
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publicdrii (Antonescu 1968, 193; Teodor 1983, 97),
Tnsd Aurel Rustoiu a demonstrat pe larg ca barele

de fier care compuneau cele doua depozite trebuie
considerate ca fiind lingouri destinate unor ateliere
de fierdrie (Rustoiu 2008, 125; Rustoiu 2009, 12-

13). De altfel, tTn mai multe zone ale Europei au fost
descoperite, In diverse contexte, lingouri din fier avand
o varietate de forme, ceea ce indica faptul ca originea
materiei prime avea diferite surse (Rustoiu 2008, 125;
Rustoiu 2009, 12). De aceea obiectele descoperite

in Moldova au fost interpretate ca ,lingouri de fier
importate” (Teodor 1989, 69).

Tot n acelasi fel credem ca trebuie interpretate si
cele doud obiecte descoperite la Ardeu si Gradistea
Muncelului (Ferencz 2014b, 185).

O diferenta evidenta fatd de varfurile de lance obisnuite
se observa la tubul de tnmdnusare care, asa cum s-a
vazut, este Tnlocuit, in acest caz, cu un manson, rezultat
din Indoirea marginilor uneia dintre extremitati.

Pentru exemplarele descoperite in contexte dacice

nu se cunosc conditiile descoperirii, dar tTn ambele
situri au fost documentate ateliere de fierarie (Ferencz
2014b, nota 30).

In ceea ce priveste datarea, pentru exemplarul
interpretat initial ca varf de lance, descoperit la
Gradiste, a fost propus un interval cronologic care
cuprinde secolul I p. Chr. si inceputul secolului II
p. Chr. (Glodariu, laroslavschi 1979, 135). Iar piesa
de la Ardeu presupunem ca se dateazd la tTnceputul
secolului al II-lea (Ferencz 2014b, 85-87).

Botosani county. In both cases, several iron bars were
identified. The character of goods intended for exchange
and craft production was affirmed from the moment of
publication (Antonescu 1968, 193; Teodor 1983, 97), but
Aurel Rustoiu amply demonstrated that the iron bars that
made up the two deposits must be considered as ingots
intended of some blacksmith workshops (Rustoiu 2008, 125;
Rustoiu 2009, 12-13). Moreover, in several areas of Europe,
iron ingots with a variety of shapes were discovered in
various contexts, which indicates that the origin of the raw
material had various sources (Rustoiu 2008, 125; Rustoiu
2009, 12). Therefore, the objects discovered in Moldova were
interpreted as “imported iron ingots” (Teodor 1989, 69).

We also believe that the two objects discovered at Ardeu
and Gradistea Muncelului should be interpreted in the same
way (Ferencz 2014b, 185).

An obvious difference from the usual spear points is
observed in the glove tube which, as seen, is replaced in
this case by a sleeve resulting from the bending of the
edges of one of the extremities.

For the specimens discovered in Dacian contexts, the
conditions of discovery are not known, but blacksmith
workshops have been documented in both sites (Ferencz
2014b, note 30).

Regarding the dating, for the specimen initially interpreted

as a spearhead discovered in Gradiste, a chronological
interval was proposed that includes the 1<t century AD and the
beginning of the 2™ century AD (Glodariu, laroslavschi 1979,
135). And we assume that the piece from Ardeu dates back to
the beginning of the 2™ century (Ferencz 2014b, 85-87).



Concluzii

Gasite de localnici sau de catre muncitorii angajati

la carierd, o serie de artefacte care au legaturd cu
Cetdtuia de la Ardeu au intrat in patrimoniul muzeului
din Deva si al celui din Orastie Tn a doua jumadtate a
secolului XX. In legitura cu originea lor exactd, avem
la dispozitie, cu mici exceptii, doar detaliile tnscrise
n registrele de inventar. Dar chiar fara sa cunoastem
detalii despre contextele in care s-au aflat, ele ne
ajuta sd reconstituim o parte din ,,povestea” locului.
Cele mai numeroase dintre piesele respective apartin
perioadei Tn care a inflorit Regatul Dac, cu toate cd nu
lipsesc nici obiecte specifice altor epoci istorice.

insa prezenta tuturor pe dealul Cetatuie de la Ardeu
deschide seria unor directii de cercetare, la care
Tncercam sa raspundem prin prisma unor abordari
noi. Inelul de jug ne indreapta atentia deopotriva

spre atelajele folosite si, Tn legaturd cu acestea, spre
modalitdtile si mijloacele de transportare a marfurilor
si a persoanelor. in acelasi timp, deschide orizonturi
n care putem sa intrevedem legaturi comerciale la
mare distantd, dacd luam in calcul zona in care piesa
descoperitd la Ardeu are cele mai numeroase analogii.
Sinu tn ultimul rand, ne putem indrepta atentia
pentru a distinge semnificatia prezentei unor atelaje
somptuoase In conexiune cu resedintele aristocratice
din Dacia.

Comertul cu obiecte de lux, precum si utilizarea tn
Dacia, in medii aristocratice, a veselei romane din
bronz sunt subiecte care trebuie abordate si prin
prezenta caserolei.

Archaeological heritage from Ardeu. Old discoveries and new approaches

Conclusions

Found by locals or by workers employed at the quarry,

a series of artifacts related to the Cetatuia de la Ardeu
entered the heritage of the museum in Deva and Ordstie
in the second half of the 20% century. In relation to their
exact origin, we have at our disposal, with few exceptions,
only the details entered in the inventory registers. But even
without knowing details about the contexts in which they
were, they help us reconstruct part of the “story” of the
place. The most numerous of those pieces belong to the
period in which the Dacian Kingdom flourished, although
there are also objects specific to other historical eras.

But the presence of everyone on Cetatuie hill from Ardeu
opens a series of research directions, to which we try to
respond through the prism of new approaches. The yoke-
ring directs our attention equally to the harnesses used in
and in connection with the ways and means of transporting
goods and persons. At the same time, it opens horizons

in which we can glimpse long-distance trade links, if we
take into account the area where the piece discovered at
Ardeu has the most analogies. And last but not least, we
can turn our attention to distinguish the significance of the
presence of some sumptuous carriages in connection with
the aristocratic residences in Dacia.

The trade in luxury objects, as well as the use in Dacia, in
aristocratic environments, of Roman bronze tableware are
topics that must also be addressed through the presence of
the casserole.

Knotted links had many and varied uses. Depending on the
contexts in which they were identified, some were used in
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Verigile cu noduri au avut numeroase si diverse
ntrebuintari. In functie de contextele in care au fost
identificate, unele au folosite in asociere cu centuri, pe
post de catarame sau ca verigi pentru atdrnarea unor
obiecte. Ele au fost gdsite si in medii ,sacre”, unde erau
utilizate, probabil, pentru suspendarea unor ofrande.
Nu lipsesc nici exemplarele asociate cu alte piese de
harnasament, in componenta unor cdpestre (Glodariu
1984; Rustoiu 1996, 106-107).

Sinu in ultimul rand, activitatea unor mesteri, fierari
sau bronzieri este atestata si documentata prin
intermediul unor materii prime, prezente printre
obiectele descoperite intdmplator la Ardeu. Cele doua -
bara din bronz si lingoul tn forma de varf de lance -,
supuse unor analize metalografice, poate, vor ajuta la
depistarea surselor din care provin. In acest fel, vor
putea sa fie distinse unele detalii privind circulatia
marfurilor de acest fel sau chiar a mesterilor.

Cu toate cd o buna pare din informatiile asociate
contextului In care s-au pastrat din antichitate s-au
pierdut, simpla lor prezenta completeazd, intr-o
madsurd oarecare, detaliile vietii in epoca regatului dac.
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Cuvinte-cheie: Valul lui Traian de Sus, Valul lui Traian de Jos, fortificatie liniara, sant, val, cronologie, epoca romana, evul mediu.

Rezumat: O categorie de fortificatii deosebite din spatiul pruto-nistrean sunt reprezentate de valurile de pamant. Cele mai importante
sunt doua fortificatii liniare, numite Valul lui Traian de Sus (VTS) si Valul lui Traian de Jos (VTJ), ridicate in partea de sud a spatiului
pruto-nistrean. Ambele aceste vallum-uri au fost mentionate inca din secolul XVI in vechile diplome moldave, sub numele de Troian.
Interesul pentru aceste valoroase monumente creste in epoca moderna, cand sunt elaborate si diferite harti topografice care

cuprind si unele vallum-uri din spatiul pruto-nistrean. Traseul si aspectul exterior al Valurilor lui Traian au fost stabilte mai precis prin
prospectiunile de suprafata, efectuate in prima jumatate a sec. XX de catre S. Panaitescu, C. Uhlig, G.B. Fedorov si R. Vulpe. Informatii
noi privind structura, forma si marimea acestor fortificatii liniare au fost obtinute in urma cercetarilor arheologice si interdisciplinare
efectuate de diferiti specialisti in perioada sovietica si in ultimul deceniu.

Keywords: Upper Trajan’s Wall, Lower Trajan’s Wall, linear fortification, ditch, wall, chronology, Roman era, Middle Ages.

Abstract: A category of remarkable fortifications in the Prut-Dniester area are represented by earth walls. The most important are two
linear fortifications, called Upper Trajan’s Wall (Valul lui Traian de Sus, VTS) and Lower Trajan’s Wall (Valul lui Traian de Jos, VTJ), erected
in the southern part of the Prut-Dniester space. Both of these valla have been mentioned since the 16" century in the old Moldavian
diplomas, under the name of Troian. The interest in these valuable monuments grows in the modern era when different topographical
maps are elaborated that also include some valla from the Prut-Dniester space. The route and external appearance of Trajan’s

Walls were more precisely established by surface surveys carried out in the first half of the 20" century by Sc. Panaitescu, C. Uhlig,

G.B. Fedorov and R. Vulpe. New information on the structure, shape and size of these linear fortifications has been obtained following
archaeological and interdisciplinary research carried out by various specialists during the Soviet period and in the last decade.

Introducere Introduction

O categorie de fortificatii mai deosebite din spatiul A more common category of fortifications in the Prut-
pruto-nistrean sunt valurile de pamant sau Dniester area is the earth walls or linear fortifications, which
fortificatiile liniare, care strabat uneori regiuni foarte sometimes cross very large regions and are popularly called
Tntinse si care, in popor, se numesc Troiene. Printre Troienele (in Romanian). Among them, we can distinguish

ele deosebim valuri lungi - doud la numadr - si valuri long walls - two in number - and short defensive walls,

de aparare scurte, mai numeroase, aflindu-se, in more numerous, being, for the most part, on the banks of
majoritate, pe malul Nistrului sau al Prutului. Cele the Dniester or the Prut. The most important in terms of
mai importante prin proportiile lor, dar si mai bine their proportions and better known, are the two long walls,

cunoscute, sunt cele doud valuri lungi, numite Valul called Upper Trajan Wall (Valul lui Traian de Sus, VTS) and
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lui Traian de Sus si Valul lui Traian de Jos, ridicate tn
partea de sud a spatiului pruto-nistrean, intretdind de
la vest la est teritoriul Republicii Moldova (fig. 1)

Valul lui Traian de Sus (VTS) consta dintr-un dig
construit din pamant si un sant adiacent, sapat
Tnspre nord, fiind lung de aproximativ 120 km

si traversand intreg spatiul pruto-nistrean de la
Leova, pe Prut, pana la Copanca, pe Nistru. Aspectul
fortificatiei este relativ omogen pe toatd lungimea

sa, unele sectoare, ca si in cazul Valului lui Traian

de Jos, avand de suferit din cauza constructiei de
drumuri si a lucrdrilor agricole intensive din perioada
contemporani. in prezent, pe cea mai mare parte a
lungimii sale, tnaltimea valului VTS variazd intre

0,5 m si 2,5 m, latimea la bazd a valului fiind de
aproximativ 10 m, iar ldtimea totala a valului cu

sant - de pana la 25 m. In unele zone, cum ar fi cea de
langa satul Copanca, tnaltimea valului atinge 4 m, iar
latimea sa este de pand la 15 m.

Valul lui Traian de Jos (VT]) se afld in extremitatea
de sud a spatiului pruto-nistrean, intre satul Vadul
lui Isac de pe malul Prutului si limanul Sasac de la
Marea Neagrd, si prezintd o lungime de aproximativ
126 km, dintre care pe teritoriul Republicii Moldova
se gaseste doar o portiune de circa 30 km. Topograful
german C. Uhlig a identificat trei segmente diferite
ale acestei fortificatii impundtoare de pamant: un val
cu o berma - intre Vadul lui Isac si lacul Ialpug, lung
de circa 34 km; al doilea segment, fard bermd, - intre
lacurile lalpug si Catlabug, lung de peste 30 km; al
treilea segment - Catlabug - Sasdc, fara berma, cu
lungimea de peste 58 km. Primul segment se remarca

Fig. 1. Localizarea Valurilor lui Traian din Basarabia.
Fig. 1. Location of Trajan's Walls in Bessarabia.

Lower Traian Wall (Valul lui Traian de Jos, VT)) raised in the
southern part of the Prut-Dniester space, intersecting the
Republic of Moldova territory from west to east (fig. 1).

Upper Trajan Wall (VTS) consists of a dike built from earth
and an adjacent ditch dug to the north, being approximately
120 km long and crossing the entire Prut-Dniester space
from Leova, on the Prut, to Copanca, on the Dniester. The
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prin dimensiunile mari, avand o fndltime de 2-3 m si
o latime a bazei de peste 10 m, adancimea santului
adiacent depdsind 3 m (Uhlig 1928, 185-250).

lzvoarele istorice

Primele informatii scrise, dar care sunt discutabile,
despre vallum-urile din aceastd regiune se gasesc

in ,Istoria romana” (XXXI 3, 5-7) a lui Ammianus
Marcellinus (332-395). Mai tarziu, termenul Troian
apare in controversata ,Poveste a campaniei lui Igor”
(sfarsitul sec. XII), din al carei text nu reiese clar daca
el se refera la valuri de pamant (Oepxasun 1941). in
Moldova medievald, informatii despre Troienele de
pe malul drept al Prutului, ca elemente topografice
utilizate pentru delimitarea proprietdtilor, se gasesc
n actele de danie din timpul domniei lui Alexandru
cel Bun (1400-1432), spre exemplu in cele datate la
14 septembrie 1427 si 10 ianuarie 1429 (DRH 1975,
98, 121). Admitem ca o prima mentiune a VTJ, sub
forma Troianul, in documentul datat cu 2 iulie 1502,
din timpul domniei lui Stefan cel Mare (1457-1504)
(DRH 1980, 502). Un alt hrisov, din 13 septembrie
1503, mentioneaza Troianul care corespunde cu

VTS (DRH 1980, 517). Vechile valuri de pdmant
ocupd un loc important in lucrarile cronicarului
moldovean Miron Costin (1633-1691) (Costin 1958,
42) si ale domnitorului savant Dimitrie Cantemir
(1673-1723), mentionate pentru a dovedi originea
romanad a locuitorilor Moldovei, constructia valurilor
fiind legata de activitatile romanilor din vremea lui
Traian (KaHtemup 1957). in lucrarile lui D. Cantemir
este prezentatd si prima hartd pe care este indicat,

appearance of the fortification is relatively homogeneous
along its entire length, with some sectors, as in the case
of Lower Trajan Wall, have suffered due to the construction
of roads and intensive agricultural works from the modern
period. Currently, along most of its length, the VTS height
varies between 0.5 m and 2.5 m, with a base wall width

of approximately 10 m and a total trench wall width of up
to 25 m. In some areas, such as the one near the Copanca
village, the height of the wall reaches 4 m, and its width is
upto 15 m.

Lower Trajan Wall (VT)) is located in the southern extremity
of the Prut-Dniester space, between the village of Vadul lui
Isac on the banks of the Prut and the coast of Sasyk lake
near the Black Sea, and has a length of approximately 126
km, of which only a portion of about 30 km is situated on
the Republic of Moldova territory. The German topographer
C. Uhlig identified three different segments of this imposing
earthen fortification: a wall with a berm between Vadul

lui Isac and the lalpug lake, about 34 km long; the second
segment without a berm between Yalpuh and Katlabuh
lakes, more than 30 km long; the third segment, Katlabuh-
Sasyk, without a berm, with a length of over 58 km. The
first segment stands out for its large dimensions, having a
height of 2-3 m and a base width of over 10 m, the depth
of the adjacent ditch exceeding 3 m (Uhlig 1928, 185-250).

Historical sources

The first written, but debatable, information about the valla
in this region is found in the “Roman History” (XXXI 3, 5-7)
by Ammianus Marcellinus (332-395). Later, the term Troian
appears in the controversial “The Tale of Igor's Campaign”
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dar gresit, un Troian. Trebuie precizat ca domnitorul
moldovean mentioneaza pentru spatiul pruto-nistrean
un singur val de pamant, iar din descriere si redarea
pe harta reiese ca el cunostea numai capetele opuse
ale celor doud mari valuri din Basarabia, unul pe Prut,
langa satul Traian (astdzi Vadul lui Isac), si altul - pe
Botna, In apropiere de Causeni.

Rdzboaiele ruso-turce din secolul XVIII au sporit
interesul pentru aceasta regiune. Pe hdrtile rusesti,
germane, engleze, romane si altele, publicate in
intervalul de la sfarsitul secolului XVIII si pana la
Tnceputul secolului XX, aceste structuri sunt indicate
ca valuri, santuri sau drumuri, tn principal, atribuite
lui Traian sau, In general, romanilor (fig. 2). Denumirile
acestora: fie ca element de fortificatie/granitd, fie ca
amenajare care faciliteaza o mai buna deplasare intr-o
regiune al carei sol devine dupa ploi 0 masa cleioasa
greu de circulat (Matveev, Balan 2016, 141-148). in
ultimul sfert al secolului XVIII, cartograful german
EW. Bauer, aflat in slujba Imperiului Rus, a realizat
cea mai buna lucrare cartograficd la acel moment, care
includea si valurile de pamant ale Basarabiei (Bawr
1783).

Cea mai detaliatd reprezentare a unui sector al VTJ se
regdseste pe planul bataliei de la Cahul (21.07.1770),
publicat n lucrarea postuma a cartografului francez
PF. Tardieu tn 1783. O descriere a locului si rolului
vallum-ului in timpul acestei batalii a fost prezentata
n lucrarea generalului A.N. Petrov ([TeTpoB 1893).

in pofida faptului ci pe unele harti ale acestei epoci
Valurile lui Traian sunt prezentate ca granitd intre

(end of the 12 century), from the text of which it is not
clear whether it refers to earth walls (JeprkasuH 1941). In
medieval Moldova, information about the Troienele on the
right bank of the Prut, as topographical elements used for
the delimitation of properties, can be found in the grant
deeds during the reign of Alexander the Good (1400-1432),
for example in those dated September 14, 1427, and
January 10, 1429 (DRH 1975, 98, 121). We accept as the
first mention of VTJ in the form of Troianul in the document
dated to July 2, 1502, during the reign of Stephen the Great
(1457-1504) (DRH 1980, 502). Another charter, dated to
September 13, 1503, mentions the Troianul corresponding
to the VTS (DRH 1980, 517). The old earth walls occupy

an important place in the works of the Moldavian
chronicler Miron Costin (1633-1691) (Costin 1958, 42)

and the scholar and ruler Dimitrie Cantemir (1673-1723),
mentioned to prove the Roman origin of the inhabitants of
Moldova, the construction of the walls being linked to the
activities of the Romans from the Trajan’s time (KaHTemup
1957). In the works of D. Cantemir, the first map on which
a Troian is indicated, but wrongly, is also presented. It
should be specified that the Moldavian ruler mentions

only one earthen wall for the Prut-Dniester area, but from
the description and rendering on the map, it appears that
he knew only the opposite ends of the two great walls

in Bessarabia, one on the Prut, near the village of Traian
(today Vadul lui Isac), and another on Botna, near Causeni.

The Russo-Turkish wars of the 18" century increased
interest in this region. On Russian, German, English,
Romanian and other maps published from the late 18
century to the early 20% century, these structures are
indicated as walls, ditches or roads, mainly attributed to
Trajan or generally to the Romans (fig. 2). The names on
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teritoriul Basarabiei / Bugeac, controlat de turci si
tatari, de la sfarsitul secolului al XV-lea, si restul
Moldovei, nicio sursa scrisa nu semnaleaza constructia
valurilor de pdmant in aceastd perioada. Cele mai
cuprinzatoare studii ale istoriei cartografiei vallum-
urilor Basarabiei au fost realizate, in ultimul timp, de
cercetatorul din Odesa I. Sapozhnikov (CamoxxHukoB
2011, 206-236; CamoxxHukoB 2013, 345-354;
CarmoxxHukoB 2016, 73-96; CamoxxHunkos 2017, 213-225;
CarmoxxHukoB 2020, 215-236, 186-198; Camo>XHUKOB
2021a, 199-224; CarmoxxHunkos 2021b, 191-220;
Camo>xxHukoB, MantokeBuy, JIncebkuin 2021).

n secolul XIX, descrierile valurilor de pamant erau
aproape obligatorii In lucrdrile despre Basarabia ale
ofiterilor-topografi si ale istoricilor rusi (PP. Svinin,

A'F. Veltman, A.I. Zashchuk s.a.) (Konomertiuies 1914).
In perioada interbelica, prospectiuni de suprafat3,
masurdri si ridicari topografice la Valurile lui Traian
au fost efectuate de Sc. Panaitescu (Panaitescu 1928),
C. Uhlig (Uhlig 1928, 185-250), G. Nastase (Ndstase
1937a; Nastase 1937b), iar mai tarziu - de R. Vulpe,
astfel cd traseul si aspectul exterior al acestor
importante fortificatii liniare au fost stabilte mai
precis (Vulpe 1950, 89-98; Bynrie 1960, 259-278). Pana
Tn anul 1945, majoritatea cercetatorilor au pledat
pentru originea romand sau romano-germanica a
Valurilor lui Traian dintre Prut si Nistru. Practica
ntdririi granitelor cu valuri de pamant, la prima etapa
a constructiei limes-ului, a fost folositd tocmai de
romani.

the maps emphasize two possibilities for the use of these
structures: either as a fortification or border element or as
a layout that facilitates better movement in a region whose
soil becomes a sticky mass difficult to move after the rains
(Matveev, Balan 2016, 141-148). In the last quarter of the
18™ century, German cartographer F.W. Bauer, in the service
of the Russian Empire, produced the best cartographic work
at that time, which included the land walls of Bessarabia
(Bawr 1783).

The most detailed representation of a sector of the VTJ can
be found on the Cahul battle plan (21.07.1770), published in
the posthumous work of the French cartographer PF. Tardieu
in 1783. A description of the place and role of the vallum
during this battle was presented in the work of General

AN. Petrov (Metpos 1893). Even though on some maps

of this period Trajan’s Walls are presented as the border
between the territory of Bessarabia or Bugeac, controlled

by Turks and Tatars since the late 15" century, and the rest
of Moldova, no written source indicates the construction of
the earth walls during this period. The most comprehensive
studies of the history of Bessarabian vallum cartography
have been carried out lately by I. Sapozhnikov, a researcher
from Odessa (CanoHukoB 2011, 206-236; CanoH1KOB
2013, 345-354; CanomHuros 2016, 73-96; CanomHnKos
2017, 213-225; CanoHukos 2020, 215-236, 186-198;
CanoHunkos 2021a, 199-224; CanorHukos 2021b, 191-220;
CanoHuKoB, MantokeBuy, Jlnceupkuin 2021).

In the 19% century, descriptions of earth walls were
almost mandatory in the papers on Bessarabia by Russian
topographical officers and historians (P.P. Svinin, AF.
Veltman, A.l. Zashchuk, etc.) (Konomeriues 1914). During
the interwar period, surface surveys, measurements and
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Cercetari arheologice

In perioada postbelica, problema valurilor de pimant
a fost inclusa in lucrdrile arheologice de specialitate,
iar cercetdri de teren, inclusiv sondaje, la ambele
fortificatii liniare au fost efectuate de o expeditie
condusa de Gh. Fedorov in anii ‘50 ai secolului XX.
Primele sdpaturi ample la VTS, care au avut un
caracter preventiv, au fost organizate abia tn 1982

in apropierea satelor Gradiste si Castangalia (r-nul
Cimislia). Tn urma acestor investigatii s-a dovedit

ca valul Leova-Copanca a fost edificat exclusiv

din pamant, fara sa fie descoperite elemente
constructive din lemn sau piatra. Autorii sapdturilor,
Gh. Cebotarenko si L. Subbotin, fard sa dispuna de
date elocvente, au formulat ipoteza cd fortificatia
dateazd nu mai tarziu de sfarsitul secolului X -
inceputul secolului XI (Cy660TnH, YeboTapeHko 1989;
YeboTapeHko, Cy660otnH 1991, 124-145; YeboTapeHko,
Cy6orin 1992, 103-117).

Tn anul 1991 au fost efectuate cercetiri arheologice
preventive in apropierea satelor Selemet si Satul Nou.
Autorul sdpaturilor A. Rosca a datat constructia VTS
n primele secole p. Chr., dovedind, tn acelasi timp,
inconsistenta tezei lui Gh. Cebotarenko despre absenta
vallum-ului in cdmpiile inundabile ale raurilor (Pouxa
1991; Matveev 2017, 35-36).

n 2016, in punctul Valea Jeparului de la hotarul
mosiilor satelor Ecaterinovca si lalpugeni, r-nul
Cimislia, autorii acestor randuri au identificat o
asezare apartinand culturii Sdntana de Mures-
Cerneahov (SM-C), care se intersecteaza cu VTS. De pe

topographic surveys at Trajan’s Walls were carried out by
Sc. Panaitescu (Panaitescu 1928), C. Uhlig (Uhlig 1928,
185-250), G. Nastase (Nastase 1937a; Nastase 1937b), and
later by R. Vulpe, so that the route and external appearance
of these important linear fortifications were more precisely
established (Vulpe 1950, 89-98; Bynne 1960, 259-278).
Until 1945, most researchers argued for the Roman or
Romano-Germanic origin of Trajan’s Walls between the
Prut and Dniester. The practice of strengthening the
borders with earth walls, at the first stage of the limes’
construction, was used even by the Romans.

Archaeological research

In the post-war period, the problem of earth walls was
included in the specialized archaeological works, and field
research, including surveys, at both linear fortifications
was carried out by an expedition led by Gh. Fedorov in

the 1950s. The first extensive excavations at VTS, which
had a preventive nature, were organized only in 1982,
near the villages of Gradiste and Costangalia (Cimislia
district). Following these investigations, it was proven that
the Leova-Copanca wall was built exclusively from the
earth, without any constructive elements made of wood
or stone being discovered. The authors of the excavations,
Gh. Cebotarenko and L. Subbotin, without eloquent data
at their disposal, hypothesized that the fortification dates
back no later than the late 10" century - early 11t century
(Cy660TwH, YeboTapeHko 1989; YeboTapeHko, Cy6b0THH
1991, 124-145; YeboTapeHko, Cy6oTiH 1992, 103-117).

In 1991, preventive archaeological research was carried
out near the villages of Selemet and Satul Nou. The author
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suprafata sitului si din cuprinsul a doua sectiuni de
mici dimensiuni au fost recuperate un numar mare
de materiale arheologice caracteristice culturii SM-C,
precum si doua monede romane. Din pdcate, in zona
cercetatd prin sdpdaturi, care suprapunea in parte valul
nivelat al fortificatiei liniare, nu au fost depistate
urme clare ale VTS (Vornic, Matveev, Ciobanu 2017,
62-64; Vornic, Ciobanu, Matveev 2018, 96-107).
Aceste cercetari de pe Valea Jeparului au fost urmate
de alte sapaturi preventive, efectuate in anul 2019,
pe sectorul Gradiste-Costangalia, si tn anul 2020, la
Cupcui si la Leova, unde se gdseste capatul vestic al
fortificatiei.

inluna septembrie 2019, cu ocazia constructiei
drumului M3 (portiunea Porumbrei-Cimislia), care
urma sd intersecteze VTS pe sectorul dintre satele
Gradiste si Costangalia, r-nul Cimislia, Agentia
Nationald Arheologicd, in colaborare cu Universitatea
de Stat din Moldova, au realizat cercetdri arheologice
preventive (Matveev, Vornic 2020, 72-74; Matveeyv,
Vornic 2021, 351-360).

Portiunea VTS dintre satele Gradiste si Costangalia
este utilizatd de mai mult timp ca drum care uneste
aceste douad localitdti, In perioada sovietica acesta
fiind acoperit cu pietris si asfalt, din care cauza valul
propriu-zis a fost puternic afectat. Deoarece proiectul
drumului M3 (Porumbrei-Cimislia) nu presupunea
interventii la drumul Gradiste-Costangalia, fiind
preconizatd aici constructia unei pasarele, cercetarile
noastre s-au concentrat in partea nordica a drumului
respectiv, unde urma sa apard santul adiacent valului.
De la marginea nordicd a drumului, perpendicular pe

of the excavations, A. Rosca, dated the construction of
the VTS in the first centuries AD, proving at the same
time the inconsistency of Gh. Cebotarenko’s thesis about
the absence of vallum in the flooding plains of the rivers
(Powka 1991; Matveev 2017, 35-36).

In 2016, at the Valea Jeparului point on the border of

the Ecaterinovca and lalpugeni villages estates, Cimislia
district, the authors of this study identified a settlement
belonging to the Santana de Mures-Chernyakhov (SM-C)
culture, which intersects with VTS. A large number of
archaeological materials belonging to the SM-C culture,
as well as two Roman coins, were recovered from the
surface of the site and the filling of two small trenchs.
Unfortunately, no clear traces of the VTS were detected
in the area investigated by excavations, which partly
overlapped the leveled wall of the linear fortification
(Vornic, Matveev, Ciobanu 2017, 62-64; Vornic, Ciobanu,
Matveev 2018, 96-107). These investigations in the Valea
Jeparului were followed by other preventive excavations
carried out in 2019, in the Gradiste-Costangalia sector, and
2020, in Cupcui and Leova, where the western end of the
fortification is found.

In September 2019, on the occasion of the construction

of the M3 road (Porumbrei-Cimislia section), which was

to intersect the VTS on the sector between the villages of
Gradiste and Costangalia, Cimislia district, the National
Agency for Archaeology in collaboration with the Moldova
State University (MSU) carried out archaeological
preventive research (Matveev, Vornic 2020, 72-74; Matveey,
Vornic 2021, 351-360).
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acesta si cu o deviere de 7° spre vest de axa nord-sud,
la o distantd de 58 m una de alta, au fost trasate doua
sectiuni de forma rectangulard, cu dimensiunile de
4x14 m.

Sectiunea I. Urma santului a fost identificata la
adancimea de 1,84 m de la suprafata actuala a solului,
la distanta de 8,1 m de latura sudica a sdapaturii.
Partea superioard a santului a fost partial afectata de
excavarile de sol efectuate in perioada contemporana.
Profilul santului are formd trapezoidald, cu latimea

Tn partea superioara de circa 3 m, iar la fund de 2,36
m, adancimea fiind de 2,86 m de la nivelul actual

de calcare a solului si de 2,1 m de la nivelul lutului
galben steril. Profilul santului face dovada mai multor
momente de scurgere a solului in sant, unul dintre
care a afectat serios peretele lui sudic. Artefacte sau
alte vestigii arheologice nu au fost identificate in solul
de umpluturd al santului.

Sectiunea II. Conturul santului a fost observat la
adancimea de 1,5-1,6 m, la distanta de 9,2 m de la
latura sudicd a sdpaturii arheologice. Santul are forma
trapezoidald in sectiune, cu latimea de circa 3 m in
partea superioara si de aproximativ 2,6 m la baza,
adancimea fiind de 2,8-2,9 m de la suprafata actuald
a solului si de aproximativ 1,5 m de la nivelul lutului
galben. Umplutura santului consta din mai multe
straturi de sol cenusiu si galben-cafeniu, fard sd fie
semnalate fragmente ceramice sau alte materiale
arheologice.

n primavara anului 2020, cu prilejul lucrarilor de
reabilitare a drumului R34 Hincesti-Leova-Cahul-

The VTS portion between the villages of Gradiste and
Costangalia has been used for a long time as a road that
connects these two localities, during the Soviet period
the road having been covered with gravel and asphalt,
because which the wall itself was strongly affected. Since
the M3 road project (Porumbrei-Cimislia) did not involve
interventions on the Gradiste-Costangalia road, as a
footbridge was expected to be built here, our research
focused on the northern part of that road, where the ditch
adjacent to the wall was to appear. From the northern
edge of the road, perpendicular to it and with a deviation
of 7° to the west of the north-south axis, at a distance

of 58 m from each other, two rectangular trenchs were
drawn, with dimensions of 4x14 m.

Trench I. The trace of the ditch was identified at a depth of
1.84 m from the present ground surface and at a distance
of 8.1 m from the south side of the excavation. The

upper part of the ditch has been partially affected by soil
excavations carried out at present. The trench profile has
a trapezoidal shape, with a width at the top of about 3 m
and a bottom of 2.36 m, the depth being 2.86 m from the
actual level of treading the soil and 2.1 m from the sterile
yellow clay level. The profile of the ditch shows evidence
of several cases of soil flows into the ditch, one of which
seriously affected its southern wall. No artifacts or other
archaeological remains were identified in the filling of the
ditch.

Trench II. The outline of the trench was observed at a
depth of 1.5-1.6 m, at a distance of 9.2 m from the
southern side of the archaeological excavation. The ditch
is trapezoidal in section, about 3 m wide at the top and
about 2.6 m at the base, the depth being 2.8-2.9 m from
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Giurgiulesti, Agentia Nationald Arheologica a efectuat
cercetdri arheologice preventive si la VTS. Investigatile
au vizat segmente ale acestei importante fortificatii
liniare din raza localitdtilor Leova si Cupcui, care
anterior nu mai fussera cercetate prin sdapaturi
arheologice. In total, au fost executate trei sectiuni de
dimensiuni diferite, dintre care cite una la Leova si
Cupcui, aldturate drumului R34, iar alta tTn marginea
de est a orasului Leova, in capatul vestic al VTS, unde
mai poate fi observat si astdzi pe imaginile satelitare.

Sectiunea I a fost trasatd pe latura vestica a drumului
R34, la sud de cimitirul evreiesc si la nord de str.
Decebal, pe directia presupusd de noi - pe baza
imaginilor satelitare - a traseului VTS si la cca 225
m spre nord de str. Valul lui Traian. Sectiunea a avut
dimensiunile de 1,5x24,0 m si orientarea nord-sud,
terenul din acest loc fiind inclinat de la sud spre
nord. In cuprinsul sectiunii I nu au fost identificate
urmele VTS, ci patru santuri din epocile moderna

si contemporana, dintre care trei mici, iar unul de
dimensiuni mari.

Sectiunea II a fost trasata in marginea de sud-est a
or. Leova, in capatul vestic al VTS, identificat pe baza
imaginilor satelitare, avand dimensiunile de 1,5x24,0
m si orientarea generala nord-sud. Valul fortificatiei
liniare este aici complet nivelat, santul VTS abia
observandu-se in partea ei de nord. Stratigrafia
verticald din cuprinsul sectiunii se prezintd astfel: sol
vegetal de culoare cenusie, gros de circa 0,25 m; strat
de pamant cenusiu-inchis, pe cea mai mare parte

a sapaturii, cu grosimea de 0,5-0,7 m; In cuprinsul
acestui strat, in car. 3-5, la adancimea de cca 0,5 m, a

the ground surface and about 1.5 m from the yellow clay
level. The trench filling consisted of several layers of gray
and yellow-brown soil, with no ceramic fragments or other
archaeological material documented.

In the spring of 2020, on the occasion of reconstruction
works of road R34 Hincesti-Leova-Cahul-Giurgiulesti,

the National Agency for Archaeology also carried out
preventive archaeological research at the VTS. The
investigations targeted segments of this important linear
fortification within the radius of the towns of Leova

and Cupcui, which had not previously been investigated
through archaeological excavations. In total, three trenchs
of different sizes were executed, one each in Leova and
Cupcui, next to the R34 road, and another in the eastern
edge of Leova city, in the western end of the VTS, where
today it can still be observed on satellite images.

Trench | was drawn on the western side of the R34 road,
south of the Jewish cemetery and north of Decebal str.,

in the direction assumed by us based on the satellite
images of the VTS route and approx. 225 m north of Valul
lui Traian str. The trench had dimensions of 1.5x24.0 m
and a north-south orientation, the land in this place being
inclined from south to north. In trench I, no VTS trace
was identified, but four ditches from the modern and
contemporary eras, of which three are small and one is
large.

Trench Il was drawn on the south-eastern edge of Leova
city, at the western end of the VTS, identified based on
satellite images, having dimensions of 1.5x24.0 m and

a general north-south orientation. The wall of the linear
fortification is completely leveled here, the VTS ditch being
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fost surprinsa o lentild de lut galben umblat, groasa
de 0,03-0,20 m si lunga de circa 5 m, care, probabil,
facea parte din structura valului, provenind din santul
sapat al VTS; sub solul cenusiu-inchis, in partea sudica
si centrald a sectiunii urma un sol brun-galben de
tranzitie, gros de circa 0,4 m, sub care, la adancimea
de aproximativ 1,5 m, urma lutul galben steril.
Conturul santului VTS a fost depistat la adancimea de
cicra 1,5 m. Santul are forma trapezoidala in sectiune,
cu latimea in jur de 5 m in partea superioard, si de
2,65 m la baza, adancimea fiind de aproximativ 3,6

m de la suprafata actuala a solului si de cca 2 m

de la nivelul identificarii. In partea superioara, pe

o0 adancime de circa 1 m, peretii laterali ai santului
sunt mai inclinati, avand latimea in jur de 5 m, iar in
cea de jos - de 2,9 m. Umplutura santului consta in
buna parte din sol cenusiu-brun, in partea de jos fiind
surprinse trei lentile de sol brun-galben, iar la fund -
un strat subtire de lut umblat, amestecat cu pietricele,
gros de 1-2 cm. In solul de umplutura al santului, la
adancimea de 2,7 m de la nivelul de cdlcare actual, au
fost descoperite doua oase de cabalina.

Sectiunea III a fost executatd pe segmentul VTS de
pe mosia satului Cupcui, In partea sud-vesticd a
drumului R34, si consta, de fapt, din doud santuri,
unul deschis la sud si altul la nord de valul propriu-
zis, care este suprapus de un drum de tara, din care
cauzd a ramas nesdpat. Sectiunea era orientatd pe
directia nord-vest - sud-est, cu latimea de 1,5 m

si lungimea totala de 46 m. Conturul santului VTS
a fost identificat la adancimea de 1,9-2,1 m de la
suprafata actuald a solului. Profilul santului are forma
trapezoidald, cu latimea la nivelul surprinderii de

barely visible in its northern part. The vertical stratigraphy
within the section is presented as follows: gray-colored
vegetative soil, about 0.25 m thick; a layer of dark-gray
soil, on most of the excavation, with a thickness of 0.5-0.7
m; within this layer, in the car. 3-5, at a depth of about
0.5 m, a lens of yellow walking clay, 0.03-0.20 c¢m thick
and about 5 m long, was caught, which was probably part
of the wall structure, coming from the dug trench of the
VTS; below the dark gray soil, in the southern and central
part of the section, there was a transitional brown-yellow
soil, about 0.4 m thick, below which, at a depth of about
1.5 m, there was sterile yellow clay. The contour of the
VTS trench was detected at a depth of 1.5 m. The trench
has a trapezoidal shape in section, with a width of around
5 m at the top and 2.65 m at the base, the depth being
approximately 3.6 m, from the current surface of the
ground, and about 2 m from the identification level. In the
upper part, at a depth of about 1 m, the side walls of the
trench are more inclined, having a width of around 5 m,
and in the lower part of 2.9 m. The filling of the trench
consisted mostly of gray-brown soil, three lenses of brown-
yellow soil being captured in the lower part, and at the
bottom a thin layer of trodden clay, mixed with pebbles,
1-2 cm thick. Two horse bones were discovered in the fill
soil of the trench, at a depth of 2.7 m from the current
trampling level.

Trench Ill was executed on the VTS segment on the
Cupcui village estate, in the south-western part of the
R34 road, and consisted of two trenches, one open to the
south and the other to the north of the proper wall, which
overlapped by a road of the country, because of which it
remained unexcavated. The trench was oriented in the
northwest-southeast direction, with a width of 1.5 m and
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45 m, iar la fund de 2,4 m, adancimea fiind de 4,4 m
de la nivelul actual de cdlcare. Umplutura din partea
de sus a santului, pe o grosime de aproximativ 1,6 m,
prezenta un sol cenusiu-inchis, continua apoi un sol
brun, gros de circa 0,8 m, iar la baza - un strat de lut
galben umblat, cu gosimea de 0,4-0,5. In solul brun
dinspre baza a fost gasit un fragment mic din peretii
unei amfore romane de culoare galbuie, cu pigmenti
cafenii in textura. Dupa toate probabilitatile, ciobul
provine de la o amfora de Heraclea Pontica, tip extrem
de raspandit tn spatiul pruto-nistrean in secolele II-
IV p. Chr. Cu toate ca cercetdrile preventive din anul
2020 au avut un caracter restrans, au fost obtinute
informatii noi referitoare la forma, dimensiunile si
umplutura santului VTS de pe anumite segmente

din raza localitdtilor Leova si Cupcui, dar si unele
indicii si materiale care pledeaza pentru datarea
acestei importante fortificatii liniare in epoca romana
(secolele II-IV p. Chr.) (Vornic et al. 2021, 67-70).

in primdvara anului 2022, in contextul demararii
lucrarilor de constructie a liniei electrice aeriene
Vulcdnesti-Chisindu, au fost realizate cercetari
arheologice prevenitive la VTS, pe segmentul
Ecaterinovca - Valea Perjii, intr-un sector unde
fortificatia liniard este relativ bine pastratd, atat
santul, cat si valul propriu-zis fiind observate clar la
suprafata terenului (fig. 3). Sectiunea trasatd a avut
dimensiunile de 2x20 m, in limitele ei fiind cuprins
santul fortificatiei si o parte a valului. Cercetarea
completd a valului propriu-zis nu a fost posibild din
cauza unui cablu de fibra optica in functiune al unei
companii de comunicatii, instalat in urma cu zece ani
Tn partea nordica a VTS. Elementele constructive si

a total length of 46 m. The outline of the VTS trench was
identified at a depth of 1.9-2.1 m from the current ground
surface. The profile of the trench has a trapezoidal shape,
with a width of 4.5 m at the level of the surprise, and 2.4
m at the bottom, the depth being 4.4 m from the current
treading level. The fill at the top of the trench, about

1.6 m thick, represented a dark gray soil, followed by
brown soil, about 0.8 m thick, and at the base a layer of
yellow trodden clay, 0.4-0.5 thick. In the brown soil at the
bottom, a small fragment of a yellowish Roman amphora
with brownish pigments in the texture was found. In all
probability, the fragment comes from a Heraclea Pontica
amphora, a type extremely widespread in the Prut-
Dniester area in the 2"-4% centuries AD. Although the
preventive research in 2020 was of a limited nature, new
information was obtained about the shape, dimensions
and filling of the VTS trench on certain segments within
the Leova and Cupcui towns, but also some materials that
plead for the dating of this important linear fortification
in the Roman period (2"-4% centuries AD) (Vornic et al.
2021, 67-70).

In the spring of 2022, before the Vulcanesti-Chisinau
overhead power line construction works, preventive
archaeological research was carried out at VTS,
Ecaterinovca-Valea Perjei sector, in a portion where the
linear fortification is relatively well preserved, both the
ditch and the wall itself is observed on the surface of the
ground (fig. 3). The trench had dimensions of 2x20 m,
with the fortification ditch and part of the wall included
within its limits. The full survey of the wall itself was
not possible due to an operational fiber optic cable of a
communications company, installed ten years ago in the
northern part of the VTS. The constructive elements and
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Fig. 3. Valul lui Traian de Sus, vedere dinspre est (foto Agentia Nationald Arheologica).
Fig. 3. Upper Trajan’s Wall, view from the east (photo by National Agency for Archaeology).

stratigrafia verticald, constatate in sectiunea executata
tn anul curent la VTS, nu diferd mult de situatiile
identificate in timpul cercetdrilor efectuate, sub egida
Agentiei Nationale Arheologice, in anii 2019-2020.
Precizam cd, Tn sectorul cercetat in anul curent, santul
are In sectiune o formd aproximativ trapezoidald, cu
latimea la nivelul surprinderii de 4 m, iar la fund - de
2,3 m, adancimea fiind de 2,4 m de la nivelul actual

de calcare. Umplutura din partea de sus a santului,

pe o grosime de circa 1,5 m, prezenta un sol cenusiu,

vertical stratigraphy found in the trench, executed this year
at VTS, do not differ much from the situations identified
during the research carried out by the National Agency

for Archaeology in 2019-2020. We specify that in the
sector surveyed this year, the trench has an approximately
trapezoidal shape in section, with a width at the level of
the surprise of 4 m, and the bottom of 2.3 m, the depth

is 2.4 m from the current treading level. The fill at the

top of the ditch, about 1.5 m thick, presented a gray soil,
the northern sector being filled with a soil composed of
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sectorul nordic fiind umplut cu un sol compus din
cernoziom cu lut scurs din nivelele superioare pana

la fundul santului. In partea inferioara a santului, in
partea de sud, a fost atestatd o lentila de cernoziom cu
grosimea de pana la 0,26 m si litimea de 1,96 m. In
ceea ce priveste valul propriu-zis al fortificatiei liniare,
Tn sectorul cercetat a fost surprinsa o lentild de sol
cenusiu, amestecat cu lut, cu grosimea de circa 0,4 m,
provenit din santul structurii arheologice (Matveev,
Vornic, Corobcean 2022, 13-16).

Inceputul sapaturilor arheologice in zona VTJ este
asociatd cu investigatiile efectuate de N. Goltseva

Tn anul 1975 1n apropierea orasului Vulcanesti,

Tn urma cdrora au fost explorate valul si, partial,
santul fortificatiei (Tonblesa 1975). In anii 1986-
1988 Gh. Cebotarenko si L. Subbotin au efectuat
sapdturi arheologice la VTJ Tn apropierea satului
Chervonoarmeskoje (r-nul Bolgrad), unde a fost
identificata si o asezare medievald timpurie. Ca
urmare a acestor investigatii, s-a dovedit ca si acest
val de apdrare a fost construit numai din pdmant, fara
sa se depisteze elemente din lemn sau piatra. In ceea
ce priveste cronologia, fortificatia liniard a fost datata
de Gh. Cebotarenko si L. Subbotin nu mai devreme de
mijlocul secolului VI, Thainte de sosirea hanului bulgar
Asparuh n anii ‘60 ai secolului VII (YeboTapeHxo,
Cy660TnH 1991, 124-145). Aceasta opinie nsa

privind datarea VTJ a fost ulterior supusa unei critici
Tntemeiate de Gh. Postica (Postica 1990, 59-64).

Tn anii 1999 si 2000, A. Gudkova, M. Fokeev si N.
Russev au efectuat sapaturi in apropierea satului
Suvorovo (r-nul Izmail), inclusiv in sectorul in care VTJ

chernozem with clay drained from the upper levels to the
bottom of the ditch. In the lower part of the trench, in

the southern part, a lens of chernozem with a thickness

of up to 0.26 m and a width of 1.96 m was attested.

As for the wall of the linear fortification itself, a lens of
gray soil mixed with clay with a thickness of about 0.4 m,
originating from the trench of the archaeological structure,
was captured in the investigated sector (Matveey, Vornic,
Corobcean 2022, 13-16).

The beginning of archaeological excavations in the VT)
area is associated with the investigations carried out by
N. Goltseva in 1975 near the Vulcdnesti town, following
which the wall and partially the fortification ditch were
explored (lonbuesa 1975). In the years 1986-1988 Gh.
Cebotarenko and L. Subbotin carried out archaeological
excavations at VT) near the village of Chervonoarmejskoje
(Bolgrad district), where an early medieval settlement was
also identified. As a result of these investigations, it was
proven that this defense wall was built only from earth,
without any elements made of wood or stone. In terms

of chronology, the linear fortification was dated by Gh.
Cebotarenko and L. Subbotin to no earlier than the middle
of the 6™ century, before the arrival of the Bulgarian ruler
Khan Asparuh in the 660s (He6oTapeHko, Cy66oTuH 1991,
124-145). However, this opinion regarding the dating of
the VT) was subsequently subjected to justified criticism by
Gh. Postica (Postica 1990, 59-64).

In 1999 and 2000, A. Gudkova, M. Fokeev and N. Russev
conducted excavations near the village of Suvorovo (Izmail
district), including in the sector where the VT) intersects
with a settlement of the SM-C culture. Although the study
area was affected during the Russo-Turkish wars of the
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se intersecteazi cu o asezare a culturii SM-C. In ciuda
faptului ca zona de studiu a fost afectata in timpul
rdzboaielor ruso-turce din epoca modernd, autorii
sapaturilor din anul 2000 neaga orice legaturd a
complexului cu perioada romand, considerand cd a fost
construit in Evul Mediu, cel mai probabil in secolul al
[X-lea, de diferite grupuri etnice (Pycces 1998, 129-
134; ®oxkees, Pycces 2001, 230-232).

in primavara anului 2022, cu ocazia demararii
constructiei liniei electrice aeriene Vulcanesti-
Chisindu, subsemnatii au realizat cercetdri arheologice
prevenitive la VTJ in sectorul Iujnoe-Vulcanesti (fig. 4).
Segmentul respectiv al VT] este puternic deteriorat,
valul propriu-zis fiind complet nivelat, iar santul fiind
abia sesizabil la suprafata terenului. In partea sudici
a valului este amenajat un drum de tard, care a fost
practicabil din timpuri mai vechi. Sectiunea trasatd a
avut dimensiunile de 2x22 m si orientarea pe directia
nord-nord-vest - sud-sud-est, adancimea variind

tntre 1,5 m si 4,8 m de la nivelul actual de calcare a
solului. In limitele sdpaturii a fost cuprins integral
santul fortificatiei liniare si o parte a valului din zona
lui nordicd. Sapdtura arheologicd a dovedit ca in acest
sector umplutura santului fortificatiei in partea lui
superioard, sub solul vegetal, prezinta o lentila de lut
galben, amestecat cu putin sol cenusiu, cu grosimea
maxima de 2,2 m si latimea de aproximativ 14 m, care
corespunde cu latimea maximad a santului. Este de
precizat cd, in sectorul cercetat tn anul curent, santul
are in sectiune o forma aproximativ trapezoidald, cu
latimea la nivelul surprinderii din partea superioara
de aproximativ 14 m, iar la fund - de circa 4,2 m,
adancimea maxima fiind tn jur de 4,5 m de la nivelul

modern era, the authors of the excavations of 2000 deny
any connection of the assemblage to the Roman period,
considering it to have been built in the Middle Ages, most
likely in the 9™ century, by various ethnic groups (Pycces
1998, 129-134; ®okees, Pycces 2001, 230-232).

In the spring of 2022, on the occasion of starting the
Vulcanesti-Chisinau overhead power line construction,
preventive archaeological research was carried out at the
VT] in the lujnoe-Vulcanesti sector by the undersigned

(fig. 4). The respective segment of the VT) is heavily
damaged, the wall itself being completely leveled, and

the trench being barely noticeable on the surface of the
ground. In the southern part of the wall itself, a country
road is laid out, which has been practicable since ancient
times. The trench had the dimensions of 2x22 m and

the orientation in the north-northwest-south-southeast
direction, the depth varying between 1.5 m and 4.8 m
from the current ground level. The trench of the linear
fortification and a part of the wall in its northern area
were fully included within the limits of the excavation. The
archaeological excavation proved that in this sector the
filling of the fortification trench in its upper part, under the
vegetative soil, presents a lens of yellow clay mixed with
some gray soil, with a maximum thickness of 2.2 m and

a width of about 14 m, which corresponds to maximum
trench width. It should be specified that in the sector
investigated this year, the ditch has an approximately
trapezoidal shape in section, with a width at the upper part
of the identification level of approximately 14 m, and at
the bottom of approximately 4.2 m, the maximum depth
being around 4, 5 m from the current treading level. The
fill in the middle and lower part of the trench, about 0.9

m thick, represented gray soil, followed by a 0.2-0.4 cm
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Fig. 4. Valul lui Traian de Sus, vedere dinspre sud (foto Agentia Nationala Arheologica).
Fig. 4. Upper Trajan’s Wall, view from the south (photo by National Agency for Archaeology).

actual de cdlcare. Umplutura din partea medianad si
inferioard a santului, pe o grosime de circa 0,9 m,
prezenta un sol cenusiu, urmat de un strat gros de 0,2-
0,4 m de sol de culoare castanie. La fundul santului

a fost atestatd o lentild de sol cenusiu-cafeniu cu
grosimea de pana la 0,2 m. Din solul cenusiu de
umpluturd a santului au fost recuperate doud oase de
animale, care urmeaza a fi examinate si datate prin
metoda radiocarbon *C.

thick layer of brown soil. At the bottom of the trench, a
lens of gray-brown soil up to 0.2 m thick was documented.
Two animal bones were recovered from the gray soil
filling the trench, which will be examined and dated by the
*C method.
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Cercetari non-invazive

Tn 2017 Al Popa si D. Stefan au efectuat studii
non-invazive, folosind fotogrammetria, precum si
imagistica prin rezonantd magnetica si electricd in
sectorul de vest al VTJ (Stefan, Popa 2017, 41-44).

Echipa de la Platforma ,Arheoinvest”, condusa de A.
Asandulesei, a efectuat in anul 2020 prospectiuni
magnetometrice, in vederea identificarii unor posibile
anomalii din zona si proximitatea fortificatiei

liniare VTS pe situl Ecaterinovca-lalpugeni-Valea
Jeparului. Pentru realizarea obiectivului respectiv

a fost folosit un gradiometru Sensys, cu 5 senzori,
conectat permanent la un dispozitiv de localizare
diferential. Ca rezultat al scandrilor, a fost obtinuta

o hartd magnetometricd, ce afiseaza un contrast bun
de susceptibilitate in imediata apropiere a VTS, inspre
nord-vest. Alaturi de masuratorile geofizice au fost
efectuate zboruri cu o drond de mici dimensiuni. in
consecintd, s-a achizitionat un set considerabil de
fotografii in urma unui zbor ghidat, pe baza cdrora,
prin procedeu fotogrammetric, a fost generat un
ortofotoplan, precum si un model digital al suprafetei.
Pe acesta din urmad se poate observa traseul santului
si al valului fortificatiei liniare VTS (Matveev, Vornic,
Corobcean 2022, 13-16).

Studii pedologice
0 analiza a solurilor VTJ a fost efectuata de I.

Krupennikov, care dateazd constructia fortificatiei
in prima jumadtate a secolului I p. Chr. (KpymenukoB

Non-invasive research

In 2017 Al. Popa and D. Stefan performed non-invasive
studies using photogrammetry, as well as magnetic and
electrical resonance imaging in the western sector of the
VT) (Stefan, Popa 2017, 41-44).

The team from the “Archeoinvest” Platform, led by

A. Asandulesei, carried out magnetometric surveys in 2020
to identify possible anomalies in the area and proximity of
the VTS linear fortification on the Ecaterinovca-lalpugeni-
Valea Jeparului site. A Sensys gradiometer, with 5 sensors,
permanently connected to a differential locating device
was used to achieve that objective. As a result of the scans,
a magnetometric map was obtained that displays a good
susceptibility contrast near the VTS, towards the northwest.
Along with the geophysical measurements, flights were
carried out with a small drone. As a result, a considerable
set of photographs was acquired following a guided flight,
based on which, by the photogrammetric method, an
orthophoto plan was generated, as well as a digital model
of the surface. On the latter one can see the route of the
trench and the wall of the VTS linear fortification (Matveev,
Vornic, Corobcean 2022, 13-16).

Pedological studies

An analysis of the VTJ soils was carried out by I. Krupennikov,
who dates the construction of the fortification to the first
half of the 1t century AD (KpyneHukos 1960, 55-69). At

the same linear fortification, paleopedological studies were
carried out by A. Dzigovskiy and F. Lisetskiy (J3uroBckui,
JInceurnin 1987, 229-238; [3uroBckuid, Jlnceurmii 1991).
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1960, 55-69). La aceeasi fortificatie liniard studii
paleopedologice au fost realizate de cdtre A.
Dzigovskiy si F. Lisetskiy (I3urosckun, JInceuxmin
1987, 229-238; [Iaurosckuit, Jinceuxkunn 1991). Ca
urmare a analizelor componentelor solului, acesti
cercetdtori dateaza VTJ n prima jumadtate a secolului
I p. Chr.

Probe de sol din santurile VTJ si VTS au fost prelevate
de cdtre V. Sochirca si T. Nagacevschi in cursul
cercetdrilor din anul 2022, in vederea determinarii
componentei granulometrice a solului, prin metoda
pipetei, dupa N.A. Kacinskii. Rezultatele urmeazd a fi
publicate pe parcursul anului 2023.

Din santul VTJ, studiat tn anul 2022 ca urmare a

unui acord de colaborare intre Facultatea de Istorie si
Filosofie a USM si Institutul de Arheologie Preistorica
a Universitdtii Libere din Berlin, sub coordonarea prof.
Michael Meyer, au fost prelevate probe de sol, care,
pentru obtinerea datdrii sitului arheologic respectiv,
urmeaza a fi supuse analizei Luminescentei Stimulate
Optic (OSL) de cdtre dr. Christopher Luetghens,

n laboratorul Institutului de Geologie Aplicata al
Universitdtii Culturii Solurilor din Viena (BOKU).
Utilizarea analizei OSL va fi realizatd pentru prima
datd pentru Republica Moldova si presupune folosirea
electronilor prinsi intre benzile de valenta si conductie
1n structura cristalina a anumitor minerale, in cazul
nostru - a particulelor de cuart ale solului. Analiza
OSL va permite sd efectudam datarea sitului in limitele
a 200 de ani.

As a result of the analyses of the soil components,
these researchers date the VT) to the first half of the 2™
century AD.

Soil samples from the VT) and VTS trenches were taken by
V. Sochircd and T. Nagacevschi during the 2022 research to
determine the granulometric composition of the soil, using
the pipette method according to the N.A. Kaczynskis. The
results will be published in 2023.

From the VTJ ditch studied in 2022, as a result of a
collaboration agreement between the Faculty of History
and Philosophy of the MSU and the Institute of Prehistoric
Archeology of the Free University of Berlin under the
coordination of Prof. Michael Meyer, soil samples were
taken which will be subjected to Optically Stimulated
Luminescence (OSL) analysis in the laboratory of the
Institute of Applied Geology of the Soil Culture University
of Vienna (BOKU) by Dr. Christopher Luetghens, to obtain
the dating of the respective archaeological site. The use
of OSL analysis will be carried out for the first time for
the Republic of Moldova and involves the use of electrons
trapped between the valence and conduction bands in the
crystal structure of certain minerals, in our case the quartz
particles of the soil. The OSL analysis will allow us to date
the site within 200 years.
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Consideratii finale

Referitor la origine si datare, in prezent continua
promovarea ipotezelor conform cdrora constructia
valurilor ar fi fost realizata in diferite perioade
istorice si de catre diferite populatii: romani, goti,
protobulgari, slavi sau tatari. In pofida faptului ca
unele dintre ipoteze sunt tTn mod clar eronate, ele 1si
mai gasesc adepti. Cea mai raspandita in literatura de
specialitate ramane a fi opinia potrivit careia Valurile
lui Traian de Sus si de Jos reprezinta fortificatii liniare
romane, construite in primele secole ale erei crestine,
care corespund perioadei de maxima dezvoltare si
expansiune a Imperiului roman. Evident, pentru o
datare certd a Valurilor lui Traian n aceastd perioadd,
mai sunt necesare indicii si materiale arheologice,

ele urmand sa fie oferite de analizele si investigatiile
viitoare. Consideram cd date si materiale arheologice
relevante pentru fncadrarea cronologica mai exactd a
VTS ar putea fi obtinute in urma cercetarii complexe
si ample a acestei fortificatii liniare din zona unde se
intersecteaza cu asezarea de tip Santana de Mures de
la Ecaterinovca-lalpugeni-Valea Jeparului.
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